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Against Minnesota, how-
ever, the Irish doubles teams 
lost two out of three dou-
bles matches for the first 
time all season as Andrews 
and Lawson provided the 
lone win in the category. In 
singles play, Bandy, Hagar, 
junior Wyatt McCoy and 
freshman Eddy Covalschi all 
won to secure a Notre Dame 
victory for the evening. 

“This is really a great group 
of guys,” Sachire said. “At 
this point, it is about trying 
to get your fair share of wins 
to establish an identity. We 
have been fortunate enough 
to do that pretty early in our 
season.”

The match against 
Kentucky came down to the 
final set of singles play as 
Covalschi won the last two 
games for the Irish in the 
sixth slot. Bandy and sopho-
more Eric Schnurrenberger 
also notched wins for 
Notre Dame in singles play 
Saturday night. 

Such competitive matches 
are not unfamiliar territo-
ry for Sachire. Though this 
is his inaugural campaign 
as head coach, Sachire has 
been a perennial presence 
for the Irish for more than 11 
years as a former player and 
assistant coach. 

“The way I look at it is that 
is about we and not one indi-
vidual player or coach. This 
is a tough team and I am re-
ally excited to be a part of 
it,” Sachire said. 

Notre Dame will hope to 
replicate its performance 
down the stretch in a re-
match with Kentucky on Feb. 
2, this time at the Eck Tennis 
Pavilion. The Irish will then 
travel to Champaign, Il l., for 
a match against Il linois. 

“We always can play bet-
ter,” Sachire said. “Kentucky 
is a top-10 opponent and the 
goal is to play well enough 
down the stretch that we 
have a chance to win in the 
end, which is what we were 
able to do this weekend.” 

Contact Henry Hilliard at 
rhillia1@nd.edu

EMMET FARNAN | The Observer

Sophomore Alex Lawson returns a shot in the Bobby Bayliss Invitational on Oct. 5. Lawson and senior 
Greg Andrews won their doubles matches against Kentucky and Minnesota on Friday and Saturday.

M Tennis
Continued from page 16
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Women finish first in ND Invitational
By EVAN ANDERSON
Sports Writer

Notre Dame played host 
to Michigan State, Southern 
Illinois and Illinois State on 
Saturday for the Notre Dame 
Invitational, earning a victory 
on the women’s side and fall-
ing just eight points shy on the 
men’s side of Michigan State.

With the New Mexico Team 
Invitational and the Indiana 
Relays looming next week, 
Irish coach Joe Piane said he 
was pleased with his teams’ 
performances.

“There is always a focus 
on improving and starting to 
qualify for ACCs, but any time 
a meet is scored and you wear 
that ND [monogram] on your 
chest, it’s an important meet,” 
Piane said. “On the men’s side, 
we came up just a little short in 
a few events. On the women’s 
side, a win is a win. We always 
want to win.”

Graduate student Jeremy Rae 
highlighted the second-place 
finish on the men’s side by set-
ting a Notre Dame record in the 
1,000-meter run. Rae’s time of 
2:22.07 narrowly clipped the 
mark of 2:22.22 held by Phil 

Mishka since 2000.
“This was Jeremy’s first race 

of the year, marvelous perfor-
mance,” Piane said. “But right 
behind him we had [freshman] 
Jacob Dumford, [graduate stu-
dent] J.P. Malette, and [sopho-
more] Eric Gebeke … great race 
for us.”

The Irish also got first-place 
finishes from senior Jarrod 
Buchanon in the 60-meter 
hurdles (8.04 seconds), senior 
Patrick Feeney in the 400-meter 
(46.38), junior Chris Giesting in 
the 500-meter (1:04.52), fresh-
man Patrick O’Connell in the 
800-meter (1:52.09), Malette 
in the 3,000-meter (8:24.32), 
and in the 4x400-meter relay 
(3:10.36). Feeney’s time in the 
400-meter ranks him fourth in 
the country this year.

“The times speak for them-
selves, but Patrick does so 
much for us,” Piane said of his 
two-time All-American. “He 
has always led by example … he 
does all of the little things, any-
thing it takes to be good.”

On the women’s side, the Irish 
narrowly outscored Michigan 
State, 179-173, and earned a 
first-place finish on home turf 
for a second consecutive year. 

Piane said he was particularly 
happy with the performance 
of junior twins Kaila and Jade 
Barber, who combined to finish 
first or second in six different 
events.

“Jade won the [60-meter] hur-
dles, her sister ran a wonderful 
200-meter to finish second,

and they both ran great legs 
in the mile relay,” Piane said. 
“Those were important points 
for us.”

Notre Dame got victories on 
the women’s side from senior 
Aijah Urssery in the 60-me-
ter (7.56 seconds), sopho-
more Margaret Bamgbose in 
the 400-meter (54.08), senior 
Megan Yanik in the 500-me-
ter (1:14.38) and senior Alexa 
Aragon in the mile (4:46.88).

It was a number of perfor-
mances in field events though, 
Piane said, that made the Irish 
victorious. Junior Emily Morris 
claimed second in the shot put 
at 15.45 meters, junior Carly 
Loeffel finished third in the 
high jump (1.70 meters), and 
senior Jessie Christian went 
bronze in the long jump (5.79 
meters).

“Emily Morris and Carly 
Loeffel both had good days,” 

Piane said. “Carly was third in 
the high jump… that was ex-
cellent.  Without that perfor-
mance, we don’t win.”

Piane said he was happy with 
the state of his teams heading 
into a big meet next weekend.

“At this stage, I feel great 
about the team,” Piane said. 
“We have a big couple of weeks 
coming up, but I’m confident 
we are ready to do well across 
the board.”

The Irish travel to 
Albuquerque on Jan. 31 for 
a two-day event at the New 
Mexico Invitational against 
New Mexico, Arizona State, 
and UCLA, among others. 
Simultaneously the Irish are 
slated to make an appear-
ance at the Indiana Relays in 
Bloomington, Ind.

Contact Evan Anderson at 	
eander11@nd.edu

ND Women’s Tennis | Arizona state 4, ND 0; ND 3, Oklahoma State 0

Irish blank Cowgirls after falling to ASU
By SAMANTHA ZUBA
Sports Writer

After a 4-0 loss to Arizona 
State on Saturday, the No. 
21 Irish bounced back with 
a 4-0 victor y over Oklahoma 
State on Sunday at the 
ITA Kick-Off Weekend in 
Evanston, Il l.

Entering the weekend’s 
matches, both Arizona State 
(3-0) and Oklahoma State (0-
2) were on the cusp of top-25 
rankings, at No. 26 and No. 
29 respectively. The Irish 
(3-1) played the Sun Devils 
in a late match Saturday 
and recovered from the 
loss to beat the Cowgirls at 
10 a.m. the next morning. 
Irish coach Jay Louderback 
said his team displayed re-
silience and mental tough-
ness during the challenging 
contests.

“We had a late match, and 
that’s a l itt le bit tougher,” 
Louderback said. “We f in-
ished at about 7:30 last night 
and then turned around and 
played at 10 this morning, 
and our team handled it re-
ally well.”

Notre Dame started its 
matches Saturday against 
Arizona State an hour be-
hind schedule. Weather 
delayed Oklahoma State’s 
arrival until Saturday, so all 
of the day’s matches were 
pushed back. 

Although the Sun Devils 

shut out the Irish in terms of 
points, Notre Dame played 
well and kept matches close, 
which made the matches 
harder to lose, Louderback 
said.

“I think more mental-
ly than physically, com-
ing back that quickly can 
be tough after we lost to 
Arizona State 4-0, but it was 
a t ight match,” Louderback 
said. “Bouncing back from 
that that quickly, I thought 
we handled it really well.”

At No. 1 doubles, sopho-
more Quinn Gleason and 
senior Britney Sanders se-
cured Notre Dame’s only 
victor y against Arizona 
State.

Gleason and Sanders nar-
rowly won again Sunday, 7-6 
(3) against Oklahoma State’s 
duo of senior Kanyapat 
Narattana and freshman 
Carla Tur Mari. The Irish 
also won at third doubles 
as well as at No. 1, No. 4 and 
No. 5 singles.

Louderback praised soph-
omore Julie Vrabel and se-
nior Julie Sabacinski, who 
played at No. 5 and No. 6 
singles, respectively.

“Overall, ever ybody 
played well,” Louderback 
said. “Two of the places 
where we struggled last year 
were No. 5 and 6 singles, and 
I thought our f ive and six did 
really well this week, and 
neither one lost a match.”

Through the ITA Kickoff 
Weekend, teams can qualif y 
for the ITA National Team 
Indoor Championships held 
in Charlottesvil le, Va., from 
Feb. 7-10.

Louderback said the 
Irish seemed to calm down 
against Oklahoma State.

“I think our biggest thing 
is to get into some tight 
matches,” Louderback said. 
“We were better in the tight 
matches today [Sunday]. 
Yesterday [Saturday], we had 
close matches with Arizona 

State, and I feel l ike we just 
played a litt le too nervous, a 
l itt le too tentative in those 
matches, in those close 
ones.”

Notre Dame’s biggest 
takeaway from the week-
end should be the ability to 
play against some of the top 
teams in the countr y.

“Oklahoma State is about 
as good as Arizona State,” 
Louderback said. “They’re 
ver y good. They’re a top-
30 team. Today [Sunday] 
in those tight matches, we 

played them. We played 
more rela xed because I 
think that’s just a matter of 
playing some good teams 
the f irst matches. We’l l play 
better the more of those we 
play.”

The Irish return home this 
weekend for a match against 
Il l inois on Friday at 3:30 
p.m. and against Indiana on 
Sunday at 10 a.m., both at 
the Eck Tennis Pavilion.

Contact Samantha Zuba at 	
szuba@nd.edu

Track and Field | Notre Dame Invitational 

ZACH LLORENS | The Observer

Irish senior Kelly Curran competes during the Notre Dame Invitation-
al in the Loftus Center on  Saturday.

WEI LIN | The Observer

Irish senior Jennifer Kellner plays during Notre Dame’s 5-2 home win over DePaul last season. Kellner 
paired with freshman Jane Fennelly to earn a doubles win against Oklahoma State on Sunday. 
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forward Peter Schneider, who 
also recorded an assist on the 
Hinostroza goal, completed a trio 
of goals for the third-line team-
mates when he received the puck 
from senior captain and forward 
Jeff Costello and senior defense-
man Kevin Lind to tally a short-
handed goal 4:45 into the second 
period.

“I thought that Hinostroza’s 
line was much better tonight,” 
Irish head coach Jeff Jackson said. 
“Schneider’s been playing much 
better for us this season and I 
thought he might help that line 
with some speed.”

The Irish had a potential second 
shorthanded goal waved off at the 
end of the second period after time 
had expired. Despite committing 
six penalties on the evening, the 
penalty-kill unit was able to hold 
Northeastern (15-8-1, 8-5-1) with-
out a goal in addition to creating 
chances on its own.

On Friday evening, Northeastern 
took advantage of its opportunities 
and scored four times in their first 
seven shots to gain a 4-0 victory.

The Huskies got on the board 
inside the first six minutes when 
Huskies junior forward Adam Reid 
blocked a shot at the blue line and 
took it the rest of the way, finishing 
top-shelf on the breakaway at the 
5:46 mark.

It took just 2:13 more for 
Northeastern to go up 2-0 as Reid 
parked himself in front of the net 
and netted his second goal of the 
game.

“You give up a breakaway goal 
and a two-on-one in the first 10 
minutes and we’re down 2-0,” 
Jackson said. “That dictates 
everything.”

Northeastern added a third goal 
just 1:44 into the second when 
Huskies freshman forward Mike 
Szmatula tallied his 10th of the 
season on a power play goal.

Following the goal, Costello 
earned himself a 10-minute mis-
conduct penalty after shooting the 
puck in frustration.

“I was upset because my guy 
scored the goal,” Costello said. “I 
think the ref thought I was shoot-
ing at him.”

Reid’s linemate Mike McMurty 
scored on Northeastern’s seventh 
shot of the night at 11:26 of the sec-
ond period, running Summerhays 
out of the game in favor of fresh-
man goaltender Chad Katunar 
who would go on to make seven 
saves the remainder of the game to 
keep it at 4-0.

The Irish travel to Durham, 
N.H., to take on New Hampshire 
next weekend in a two-game series 
before returning to the Compton 
Family Ice Arena for a home series 
with Maine on Feb. 7 and Feb. 8.

Contact Alex Carson at               
acarson1@nd.edu

Hockey
Continued from page 16

The Terrapins enter the game 
off an 86-72 loss to Virginia de-
spite Thomas’s 27 points and 10 
rebounds.

Senior forward Natalie Achonwa 
said she thinks the Irish can be 
even better if they get out to quicker 
starts.

“You see glimpses,” she said. 
“The fact that we can [take over 
games] is really scary, but the part 
that would be great is if we could do 
it in the first half.”

Freshman guard Lindsay 
Allen may see an increased role 
in upcoming games after sopho-
more guard Jewell Loyd suffered 
a sprained right knee against 
Tennessee. Loyd is currently listed 
as day-to-day.

“The more she knows the of-
fense and the more we get to know 
each other in terms of the whole 
team, you can see we all just kind 
of know where we’re supposed to 
be, and she knows what plays to 
call for certain people,” Achonwa 

said of Allen. “So I think just her 
awareness of the game and how 
smart and how high of an IQ she 
has as well as how well she knows 
the offense now, it’s all just piecing 
together, and she’s a great leader for 
us in terms of keeping us on pace.”

If Loyd does not suit up against 
the Terrapins, the Irish must fig-
ure out how to make up for her 16.9 
points per game and 6.1 rebounds 
per game, along with her lockdown 
defense.

“I think her energy, you know, 
she’s an energy player, and I think 
she adds so much,” McGraw said of 
the sophomore guard. “She can get 
a big rebound, make a big stop. She 
can steal, get a basket. Obviously, 
we’re different without her, and 
we’re praying for a speedy recovery 
because we’d love to get her back in 
the lineup soon.”

With the possibility of playing 
without their leading scorer, the 
Irish take on the Terrapins tonight 
at 7 p.m. at the Comcast Center in 
College Park, Md.

Contact Mary Green at 
mgreen8@nd.edu

W Bball
Continued from page 16

MICHAEL YU | The Observer

Freshman center Vince Hinostroza skates ahead against Northeastern 
in Notre Dame’s 4-0 loss Friday.

shots. There were clutch offen-
sive positions that took away 
any hope for us.”

Trailing by eight points with 
7:37 to play, Notre Dame used 
a six-point run to claw back 
into the contest. Atkins pow-
ered the run with consecutive 
baskets and an assist on a la-
yup by Irish freshman guard 
Steve Vasturia. After trailing for 
nearly 11 straight minutes, the 
Irish captured a share of the 
lead with 3:50 remaining af-
ter freshman guard Demetrius 
Jackson converted the back 
end of a pair of free throws. A 
Sherman free throw a minute-
and-a-half later put the Irish up 
one, but Wake Forest (14-6, 4-3) 
responded with a basket and 
a pair of free throws to open 
up a three-point lead it would 
not relinquish. The Demon 
Deacons made several free 
throws in the closing minute to 
secure the win.

Wake Forest took advantage 
of Notre Dame’s league-worst 
3-point defense, making five 
of 17 attempts from behind 
the arc. The Irish hit only two 
three-point shots in the game 
on 16 attempts.

“I give credit to their de-
fense,” Brey said. “We had some 
great looks early in the game. 
You got to make a couple of 
those to feel good on the road. 
We could never make enough 
three-point shots to feel like 
you are in a pretty good groove. 
That’s a weapon of our offense. 
That’s a staple, we need to make 

some threes.”
Both teams came out of the 

gate slowly, but Notre Dame 
worked its way into a 14-13 
lead 10:22 into the game. The 
Irish offense stalled from 
there, though, as Wake Forest 
embarked on a 12-2 run to 
open up a nine-point lead 
with 3:42 remaining. Neither 
team managed any points in 
the subsequent minutes until 
Atkins poured in five points in 
the final 51 seconds of the half 
to cut the deficit to four.

Wake Forest led 25-21 enter-
ing the break, largely on the 
strength of sophomore for-
ward Devin Thomas. Thomas 
had 11 first-half points while 
making all five of his field goal 
attempts. Sherman and Atkins 
led the Irish in the half, with 
eight points and seven points, 
respectively. The Irish only 
managed three assists in the 
half, but forced six Demon 
Deacon turnovers.

Irish senior forward Tom 
Knight made his return after 
missing several weeks with ill-
ness, and the Irish turned to 
him early off the bench with 
sophomore forward Austin 
Burgett out following a car-
diac episode that occurred 
Notre Dame’s matchup with 
Florida State on Tuesday. 
Knight scored eight points on 
4-for-4 shooting and snagged 
three rebounds in 17 minutes 
in the game. Irish sophomore 
forward Zach Auguste made 
his fourth start of the season 
and scored four points to go 
with seven rebounds.

The Irish began the second 
half with back-to-back buckets 

from Sherman and Auguste to 
even the score in a hurry. The 
squads traded buckets over the 
first 10 minutes of the second 
half from there. Wake Forest 
opened up its biggest lead 
of the half to that point with 
9:45 remaining when a Devin 
Thomas layup put the home 
team up eight. After Notre 
Dame responded, Wake Forest 
extended its lead to eight again 
with 7:37 left in the game.

After scoring no points in 
the first half, Irish junior for-
ward Pat Connaughton fin-
ished with 10 points and eight 
rebounds.

The three Irish freshmen 
combined for only three points 
in 54 total minutes. Jackson 
scored one point while at-
tempting no shots in 22 min-
utes, while Vasturia had two 
points and four rebounds in 
30 minutes. Freshman forward 
V.J. Beacham had zero points in 
two minutes of action.

Thomas finished with 21 
points and six rebounds to lead 
the Demon Deacons in the 
contest.

“He’s a really good player be-
cause he has got that wide body 
and it’s hard to get around him 
and then he spins off you,” Brey 
said. “He is really crafty. He is 
just a heck of a young player in 
this league.”

After failing in its third at-
tempt to notch the team’s first 
ACC road victory, Notre Dame 
returns home to face Virginia 
on Tuesday at the Purcell 
Pavilion at 9 p.m.

 Contact Joseph Monardo at 
jmonardo@nd.edu

M Bball
Continued from page 16
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highly punlikely | christopher brucker

controlled Chaos | hillary mangiaforte

CELEBRITIES BORN ON THIS DAY: Sara Rue, 35; Ellen DeGeneres, 56; Eddie Van 
Halen, 59; Lucinda Williams, 61. 

Happy Birthday: Plan to have fun, but don’t neglect your reputation or 
responsibilities. You’ll face uncertainty if you are too frivolous or make an impulsive 
change without proper research. Time spent fact-finding and opting for change 
that will increase your chance of success, along with doing your best to protect your 
physical and emotional well being, should be your goal. Your numbers are 6, 15, 26, 
28, 31, 43, 47.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Get involved in a cause or sign up for a fundraiser that 
requires your physical, mental or financial assistance. Someone you meet will lead 
you to an interesting proposition. Change is upon you, so take a deep breath and 
embrace the future. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Re-evaluate your relationships with others. Consider 
how you can make improvements that will benefit you. Don’t let anger ruin your 
day. Focus on love, peace and happiness. Eliminate any negativity in your life. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Get your priorities straight. Make decisions that will 
improve your reputation, status and your future. Share your thoughts and plans. 
Don’t adhere to criticism. Doing what’s best for you is your ticket to a better life. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): The more adaptable you are, the easier it will be to move 
forward. Don’t let what others do influence you. Make your choices based on how 
you feel; allow others the same freedom and much can be accomplished. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You’ll be drawn to someone or something that gets you 
thinking about your future and how to incorporate the things you enjoy doing into a 
lucrative pastime. Research and network and you’ll find a way to put your plans into 
motion. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Join in the fun and focus on love, romance and playful 
action, but don’t go over budget. An unusual individual will capture your attention, 
but before you divulge your personal information, question the trust factor involved 
in this connection.  

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22):  Take a step back and find a way to balance your energy 
and emotions. Too much of anything or anyone will drag you down. You should 
distance yourself from anyone putting demands on you. Plan a day geared toward 
pampering. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Take an innovative approach to the way you do things 
at home, or sign up for a course that will help you be more diverse with your talents 
and skills. Keep an open mind when dealing with personal matters. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Someone is waiting for you to divulge personal 
information to use against you. Concentrate on home, family and fixing up your 
place to suit your growing needs. Secrecy and sticking to a budget will be the key to 
your success today. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): You may want to be in charge, but if you do so 
aggressively, you will face opposition. Reverse psychology will work much better 
than using force. Include everyone in your plans and you will get the help and 
support you need. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):  Improve your reputation by showing an emotional 
side that others rarely get to see. Don’t let legal, financial or medical issues stress you 
out. Focus on what you need to do in order to take care of your personal business. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Check out an investment that interests you, but don’t 
borrow in order to take part. Stay within your means and build a stable and solid 
financial foundation. A promise will be honored and a relationship will turn out to 
be beneficial. 



WEEKEND SCOREBOARD TODAYS EVENTS

UPCOMING EVENTS

Hockey vs. Northeastern

Men’s Swimming at Louisville

Men’s Tennis vs. Minnesota

Men’s Basketball at Wake Forest

Hockey vs. Northeastern

Women’s Basketball at Maryland

Men’s Basketball vs. Virginia

Women’s Basketball vs. Virginia Tech

L 4-0

L 186-144

W 4-3

L 65-58

W 3-0

7 p.m.

   Tues., 9 p.m.

Thurs., 7 p.m.

Hockey | Northeastern 4, ND 0; Nd 3, northeastern 0

Summerhays rebounds to 
shut out Northeastern

nd women’s basketball

ND travels to  
No. 6 Maryland

By ALEX CARSON
Sports Writer

The No. 15 Irish used a shut-
out from senior goaltender 
Steven Summerhays in a 3-0 win 
Saturday to gain a series split 
with No. 11 Northeastern after 
dropping Friday’s contest 4-0.

Summerhays — who gave up 
four goals on just seven shots be-
fore being pulled Friday — made 
36 saves Saturday en route to his 
Division I-leading fifth shutout 
of the season.

“Tonight I was able to get 
into the game a little more,” 
Summerhays said. “I was able 
to feel the puck early and that 
helped my confidence.”

Notre Dame (15-9-1, 4-6-1 
Hockey East) got on the board six 
minutes into the game Saturday 
as freshman center Vince 
Hinostroza scored his sixth goal 
of the season, converting on a 
cross-ice pass from sophomore 
forward Mario Lucia.

“We got a quick goal off the 
beginning and then we fed 

off that,” Lucia said. “I saw 
[Hinostroza] and it’s a play you 
work on every day in practice.”

Several minutes later, just six 
seconds into an Irish power play, 
Lucia followed up on his assist 
with a career-high 13th goal of 

the season after being set up by 
junior forward Austin Wuthrich 
and Hinostroza at the 10:17 
mark of the first period.

In the second period, junior 

MICHAEL YU | The Observer

Senior goaltender Steven Summerhays picks up his stick in Friday’s 
4-0 loss to Northeastern. Summerhays made 36 saves the next night.

men’s tennis | nd 4, minnesota 3; nd 4, kentucky 3

Notre Dame tops 
Gophers, ’Cats

By HENRY HILLIARD
Sports Writer

The Irish continued their 
winning ways over the week-
end, besting both Minnesota 
and Kentucky, 4-3, on the 
road in Lexington, Ky. The 
upset of the eighth-ranked 
Wildcats came on the final 
set of the seventh match, 
propelling the undefeat-
ed Irish to their f ifth win 
of the spring campaign at 
the ITA Kick-Off Weekend 
tournament. 

“This weekend really es-
tablished a foundation for 
this season,” Irish coach 
Ryan Sachire said. “The 
coaching staff is very excit-
ed about what we saw this 
weekend.” 

Notre Dame had to 
come from behind against 

Kentucky, as Irish seniors 
Ryan Bandy and Matt 
Dooley lost the first doubles 
match. The Irish pairings 
of senior Greg Andrews and 
sophomore Alex Lawson, 
ranked 21st in the coun-
try, and senior Billy Pecor 
and freshman Josh Hagar 
won the remaining doubles 
matches, which gave the 
team the lead heading into 
singles play. 

“These 50-50 matches like 
we saw this weekend against 
Kentucky and Minnesota 
and last weekend against 
Michigan State are awe-
some. That’s what makes 
tennis fun because it pro-
vides an opportunity to re-
ally learn a lot about your 
team,” Sachire said. 

By MARY GREEN
Sports Writer

No. 2 Notre Dame puts its 
perfect record on the line once 
again tonight when it faces off 
with No. 6 Maryland in a top-10 
battle at the Comcast Center in 
College Park, Md.

Both the Irish (18-0, 5-0 ACC) 
and the Terrapins (16-2, 4-1 ACC) 
come in to the matchup with 
high-powered offenses, as Notre 
Dame’s 88.1 points-per-game av-
erage ranks fourth in the nation, 
while Maryland’s 84.8 comes in 
at seventh.

Notre Dame, however, has 
struggled recently with slow 
starts, needing to overcome 
early deficits against No. 11 
Tennessee and Miami before 
eventually pulling away in its 
last two games.

Irish head coach Muffet 
McGraw said after the 79-52 win 
over the Hurricanes on Thursday 
that her experienced players are 
key to helping the squad climb 
back to take the lead.

“We’ve been effective scoring 
off the tip,” she said. “You could 
just tell after that first possession 
when we couldn’t score, I think 
everyone got a little tight, and 
that’s when we really need our 
veterans to step up and relax and 
make shots.”

Now in the heart of their con-
ference schedule, the Irish may 
face stronger challenges in com-
ing back from a deficit against 
opponents from the ACC, which 
claims four top-10 teams.

“We’re going to be in some 
battles in this league,” McGraw 
said. “Everybody is good, so 
we’ve really got to be ready.”

Notre Dame will have to be 
ready for Maryland and senior 
forward Alyssa Thomas, the 
two-time reigning ACC Player of 
the Year. Thomas, who recently 
surpassed the 2,000-point mile-
stone, averages a double-double 
with 18.3 points per game and 
11.1 rebounds per game, leading 
her team in both categories.

men’s basketball | wake forest 65, nd 58

Irish fall late to Deacons
By JOSEPH MONARDO
Associate Sports Editor

Notre Dame’s most recent 
ACC contest followed the script 
that has become all too familiar 
on the road for the Irish.

Down for most of the game, 
the Irish threatened to steal the 
game in the final minutes before 
falling short, this time 65-58 to 
Wake Forest.

Irish graduate student center 
Garrick Sherman made a pair 
of tough shots in the lane in the 
game’s final 1:08 before foul-
ing out, but Notre Dame (11-9, 
2-5 ACC) could not pull off the 
comeback victory. Sherman led 
the losing charge with 20 points 
and six rebounds, while Irish se-
nior guard Eric Atkins contrib-
uted 13 points and six rebounds.

“You got to take your hat off 
to Wake Forest,” Irish coach 
Mike Brey said. “They made re-
ally big shots at key times in the 
last couple of minutes. I love our 

group, again we put ourselves 
in position. We weren’t playing 
that great offensively but we still 
found a way to be in position 

to maybe steal a road win. I 
thought Wake made big time 

MICHAEL YU | The Observer

Graduate student center Garrick Sherman looks to pass against Vir-
ginia Tech on Jan. 19. Sherman had 20 points against Wake Forest.
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Women’s Tennis vs. Arizona State

Men’s Tennis vs. Kentucky

Fencing vs. Ohio State

Fencing vs. NYU

Women’s Tennis vs. Oklahoma State

L 4-0

L 4-3

W 14-13

W 19-8

W 4-0
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