Matchbox Twenty
Rob Thomas and Matchbox Twenty rock the
JACC with a new-found confidence in support

Can we speak freely?
The Observer looks atfree speech at
Notre Dame.
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Saint Mary’s students enjoy a Kick-off picnic celebrating the start of Pride Week. The week
boasts a wide variety of school spirit events, including last night’s “What Would You Do for
$100,” where students performed tricks and skits in hopes of winning the cash prize.

Caponigro discusses
Catholic perspective

By MEG DADAY

News Writer

The United States Catholic
bishops believe that families who
can not afford the cost of a
Catholic education should receive
tax vouchers allowing them to
choose between public and pri-
vate education, said Jay
Caponigro at a lecture Monday
night. Not all politicians agree.

The Catholic perspective on
educational choice was only one
issue mentioned at the lecture
entitled “Election Workshop
2000: Going to the Voting Booth
as Persons of Faith.” Caponigro,
director of Urban Programs and
Justice Education for the Center
for Social Concerns, explained
the campaign issues the U.S
Catholic bishops deem important.

The U.S. Catholic bishops have
outlined the issues Catholics
should consider as they analyze
which candidate to vote for in
their statement, “Faithful
Citizenship: Civic Responsibility
for a New Millennium.”

“We must challenge all parties
and every candidate to defend

PETER RICHARDSON/The Observer
Jay Caponigro discussed the
Catholic perspective on this
year’s candidates at a lec-
ture Monday night.

human life and dignity, to pursue
greater justice and peace, to
uphold family life, and to advance
the common good,” the bishops
said.

Caponigro said that the U.S.
Catholic Conference of Bishops
“called on Catholics to vote,” but

see VOTE/page 4
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ND dependent upon
off-campus housing

By FINN PRESSLY

Assistant News Editor

As more and more students
choose to spend their fourth -
and sometimes third - year oftf-
campus, the University and
student government have
begun to take notice of the
trend toward off-campus liv-
ing.

“More students are moving
off-campus and earlier ... It’s
something that we’re starting
to look at,” said Scott
Kachmarik, director of Student
Residences. “I think people are
looking for independence, for a
change, they’re looking for the
ability to get into the real
world’ before they graduate.”

Despite the increase in stu-
dents leaving the quads, how-
ever, the percentage of stu-
dents staying on campus has
remained the same due to
increased enrollment.

“The percentage is still about
the same,” he said. “We’re still
98 percent full, and we still
carry a wait list. We have three
lounges that we’re using this
year [as dorm rooms] because
of an overflow situation.”

With the increasing enroll-

ment, the University relies on a
steady stream of seniors mov-
ing into town to house the
campus population.

“We’ve lost some beds with
renovations and things like
that. We absolutely need about
1,200 students to go off-cam-
pus,” he said.

Student body vice-president
Brooke Norton said that stu-
dent government has begun to
lay the foundation for closer
examination and understand-
ing of the issue.

“A lot of people have been
talking about it,” she said. “I
think it’s an issue that’s hard
to pinpoint.”

Norton said that issues such
as alcohol use, social space
and the policies of individual
residence halls may all play a
role in convincing students off-
campus.

Kachmarik also indicated
that there are a number of dif-
ferent factors that come into
play when students decide to
move off-campus.

“There’s a lot of reasons,” he
said. “People gossip in South
Dining Hall and say it’s
because of parietals, but I

see HOUSING/page 4

Candidates prepare for debate

ByANTHONY LOPEMAN

News Writer

Tonight, the nation will turn its
attention to the events inside the
Clark Athletic Center on the cam-
pus of the University of Mass-
achusetts
at Boston
where the
two major
presidential
candidates,
Democratic
Vice-
President
Al Gore and
Republican
Texas
Governor George W. Bush, will
square off in the first of three
debates.

According to the Nielsen rat-
ings, presidential debates have
been widely watched. An aver-
age of 66 million people watched
the two debates of 1988 between
Michael Dukakis and George
Bush and 90 million in 1992 for
Bill Clinton, then President Bush
and Ross Perot. However, the

Bush

numbers dropped to 41 million
in 1996 during a relatively lop-
sided race between President
Clinton and Bob Dole. The pre-
ceding two races were fairly
competitive and resulted in huge
ratings.

With Gore-Bush a dead-heat,
the num-
ber of
Americans
watching
the debate
could be
record-
breaking.

Sociology
professor
Robert
Fishman,
who studies political sociology,
said not to assume that because
debates get high ratings, they
automatically predict the votes.

“Journalists and observers
tend to agree that debates influ-
ence voters, but that’s not neces-
sarily the case,” Fishman said.

With the exception of a candi-
date committing a monumental
blunder, Fishman said, a
debate’s influence does not last

Gore

until Election Day.

“Research seems to indicate
that the greatest impact of
debates manifests itself after the
first week after the debate. It
tends to fade once two weeks
have passed.”

Fishman also said that debates
should not be ignored because
“they can still can change some
voters minds.”

Professor John Roos ofthe gov-
ernment department said that
most voters come into the
debates knowing who they will
vote for.

“A big percentage of people
will not be affected by the
debates. They are for the unde-
cideds,” Roos said.

Gore and Bush enter the
debate season tied in several
polls, with Gore leading in some,
and Bush ahead in others. Nearly
every major poll that shows one
candidate ahead shows the lead
within the margin of error.

“For the undecided voters,
those who have doubts about a
candidate can be influenced by

see ELECTION/page 4
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INSIDE COLUMN

Tacky television

It’s hard to distinguish whether it was the
contest of ex-high school athletes or wannabe
models, but FOX’s “Sexiest Bachelor in
America” was definitely a tasteless imitation of
the Miss “fill-in-the-blank" contests.

The show aired Monday
evening with commentators,
dressed as “Barbie Goes to
the Costume Jewelry Store,”
who actually took the con-
test seriously - as ifthere is
a real technique to strutting
around shirtless baring
broad shoulders, a six-pack
and a cheesy grin.

Yet, even after going
through several rounds of
competition, Mr. Illinois, the
first runner-up, said, “You
don’t feel like a piece of
meat as much as you
thought you would.”

— Yeah, riiight.

Mr. Illinois looked like a piece of meat to me
— and it’s certainly not a bad thing — but he
should not take himself so seriously.

During the first part of the show, the bache-
lors walked on the stage to introduce them-
selves to the viewers. At first, it was fun to criti-
cize and complement contestants, but soon, I
began to pity some of them. The host of the
show , Caroline Rhea from “Sabrina, the
Teenage Witch,” flirted with the bachelors so
much that it seemed as if she was the eligible
one.

The positive side to the bachelor contest, if it
can be called positive, is that finally women
aren’t the ones flaunting around on stage.
However, just because the contestants were
men and not women it doesn’tjustify the enter-
tainment.

“Sexiest Bachelor in America” was not entire-
ly disrespectful to the participants because
those men chose to subject themselves to the
contest, but the show was still generally
degrading to both men and women. Questions
in the final rounds, which mostly addressed the
contestants' sex lives sent a subliminal message
to viewers that the most important factor in
finding a potential mate is how sexually pleas-
ing the man was with other women in the past.

Even so, the networks know our society
enjoys this type of entertainment. FOX was
very effective in doing what all television sta-
tions aim to do: grab viewers. Although, it
wasn’t my initial choice to watch the entire
show, I pathetically admit that 1did not speak
against it when someone turned the television
to the FOX network . Instead, I continued
watching the contest all the way to the end
when Mr. Virginia won.

Ican’t recall the last time I watched a show
on television that made me want to watch every
episode. Of course. MTV’s “The Real World” is
always high on my list, but I no longer have
time to keep up with fictional characters whose
lives aren’t interesting and whose comments
aren’t funny or even thought-provoking. 1
remember the days of “TGIF” on the ABC net-
work with “Family Matters,” “Step by Step” and
“Boy Meets World.”

Somewhere along the timeline of television
sitcoms, networks traded in wit for slapstick
and producers ran out of sitcom ideas. This is
not entirely the fault of television stations
because their viewers indicate what they con-
sider entertainment. Nevertheless, I am anxious
for the day that entertainment has less junk and
more substance.

Helena Payne

Copy Editor

The views expressed in the Inside Column
are those of the author and not necessarily
those of The Observer.
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‘This brings us
backwardsfrom where

’

we were going. ’

Crissie Renner,
Saint Mary’s
student body president
on “Girl of Choice” shirt
controversy

OUTSIDE THE DOME

"Its very important
to have a united

class.

Lauren Fowler,
Pasquerilla East
freshman representative

‘She probably lived
her 20 years as full
7 as anyone could
live their life."

Kate Stephan
on Brionne Clary
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7 think it is important
for everyone to realize
that this is not
just afemale issue. ”
Ryan Becker,
Zahm Hall senator
on sexual assault

Compiled from U-Wire reports

MIT protesters ask for third parties in debates

BOSTON

Protesting the exclusion of third-
party candidates from the upcoming
presidential debate, hundreds of stu-
dents descended on the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology on Saturday
for the first Student Power
Conference.

With flyers scattered through the
crowd reading, “Demand a real open
debate,” and “Join us — because
democracy depends on you,” college
and high school students from Greater
Boston and as far as California stood
in an auditorium and chanted phrases
such as “I'am a 21st century leader.”

The conference, sponsored by the
Boston Campus Action Network,
included issue workshops on campus
militarism and sweatshops and skills
workshops on public speaking and

C ORNELL UNIVERSITY

Students join to fight hate crimes

The Cornell University Asian Pacific Americans for
Action (APAA) were joined by other minority groups

Friday morning in silent indignation

assault of a female Asian-American student on the Arts

Quad in the early morning of Sept. 16.

outside between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. to hand out quarter-

cards, which described hate crimes and

mation on the assault. “We really want something proac-

tive; we’re trying to get awareness out.”

president of the APAA. The gathering was designed to be
an informational session for students walking on campus
. Students from
various minority groups handed out more than 2000
quarter-cards in the four-hour period. Wang called the
pamphleteering “a success.” “We’re not going to be
overly emotional or angry. We want people to look at
this and understand what’s happening,” Wang said.

rather than a rally, according to Wang

Most felt that the passive approach was
get information across.
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grassroots campaigning.

The turnout was slightly low, but
the conference has the potential to
grow, said College of Arts and
Sciences junior Mark Greenfield, also
the Student Union vice president of
residence life.

“It’s our first conference and it’s an
experience. It is a little unattended,
but in the future it has a potential to
be amazing," he said.

The conference was scheduled only
a few days before the first presidential
debate to be held at the University of
Massachusetts at Boston. Organizers
urged the students in attendance to
march to the debate and protest the
two presidential candidates.

Most students and organizers felt
that Vice President Al Gore and Gov.
George Bush do not represent the
general population and refuse to talk
about issues such as housing and mili-
tary spending.

“The discontent and protest of the
debate on Tuesday is in response to
the reality that Bush and Gore ... are
corporate puppets,” Greenfield said.

CENTRE C OLLEGE

ITHACA, N.Y.

to protest the
Students stood paid
providing infor-

said Lisa Wang,

the best way to

Small school pays to host VP debate

WASHINGTON

Centre College in Danville, Ky., outbid 50 other
schools for the rights to hosting the vice presidential
debate this Thursday evening — for an estimated cost
of more than $1 million. The small liberal arts college
the Commission on Presidential
$550,000 and has invested nearly $500,000 addition-
ally in infrastructure and debate-related costs, includ-
ing $300,000 in fiber-optic telephone wires, according
to Centre College Director of Communications Mike
Norris. Centre has also, reportedly, used alumni and
private donations to pay for the event, and has not
used money from
Approximately 400 student volunteers — nearly half
of the student body — will have contributed time by
the event’s end. “We’re involved in every aspect of the
debate planning,” said Allison Elliott, a senior at
Centre. The nonprofit, nonpartisan CPD, established
in 1987, is intended to serve as a permanent, inde-

Debates

the school’s general fund.

pendent debate organizer.
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El Campito program
seeks new volunteers

ByJOE LICANDRO

News Writer

The South Bend organization,
El Campito, could benefit from
student volunteers said director,
Rosa Rickman.

“My main objective as director
is to promote El Campito. We
are looking for any students that
could maybe volunteer just a
few hours one day a week to
help out at the daycare," said
Rickman.

A family center that provides
help and aid to lower income
families in South Bend, EI
Campito was originally set up 30
years ago as a multi-cultural
agency to assist Hispanic
Immigrant families adjusting to
life in the United States.

Today, El Campito serves peo-
ple of all cultures, but a majority
of the participants are of
Hispanic origins.As a non-profit
organization that receives finan-
cial aid from the government to
operate, El Campito has limited
funding. Rickman said that vol-
unteering will be a very fulfilling
and rewarding experience.

Although, the organization
assists predominantly Hispanic
families, volunteers do not have
to speak Spanish.

“People often have misnomers
about the name El Campito. For
any one who speaks Spanish, El
Campito is a great opportunity
to practice speaking. Don’t
worrv. though, vou don’t have to

at

Acousticafel

speak Spanish to volunteer,”
said Rickman. “El Campito is an
excellent chance for students to
be exposed to a different cul-
ture.”

El Campito provides three pro-
grams: a daycare for children 13
months to 6-year-olds, a
preschool called Mi Escuelita for
kids ages 4 and 5, and a Parents
Education Program that teaches
young parents infant care. The
daycare is open weekdays from
6:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., while Mi
Escuelita runs from 8 a.m. to 2
p.m.

Some Notre Dame students
are already involved in EI
Campito. Sophomore Melinda
Redding began working at El
Campito this semester as part of
her work-study program. She
works with children for two
hours a day, four days a week.

“I love kids. Kids are so cute
and innocent. It is cool to see
how they act and how they learn
in their environments. I try to
speak Spanish to the kids, and 1
am thrilled when they actually
understand what [ am saying,”
Redding said. “I recommend El
Campito for anybody who likes
to work with kids and wants to
learn about the South Bend
Community.”

For students who are interest-
ed in El Campito, the El Campito
learning center is located at
1024 W. Thomas St. next to St.
Stephen Church in South Bend.
Students can also contact Rosa
Rickman at 232-0220.

Thursday 9:00, LaFortun

Best of Acousticafel

'Friday 9:00 LaFortune Ballroo

Movies at Debartolo
Chicken Run and High Fidelity
Thursday 10:30, Friday and Saturday 8:00 and 10:30, Debartolo 101 and 155
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ND professor captures gamma-ray

Special to The Observer

For the first time,
astronomers have resolved the
visible blast wave produced by
a gamma-ray burst. By taking
advantage of a fortuitous cos-
mic alignment, a team of sci-
entists led by a Notre Dame
astrophysicist was able to
focus the light from a gamma-

Gamma-ray bursts (GRBs)
are mysterious flashes of high-
energy light that are detected
about once daily somewhere
on the sky. However, their ori-
gin remains unknown to
astronomers, most of whom
believe GRBs are enormous
explosions that occur far
across the universe.

Garnavich and his col-
leagues were able to achieve

ray event ) .
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Whipple Observatory and com-
bining it with other observa-
tions of this gamma-ray burst,
the research team showed that
it appeared as a small, rapidly
expanding ring, confirming
predictions.

“This discovery really con-
firms what we thought a
gamma-ray burst shock should
look like,” says Peter
Garnavich, professor of
physics at Notre Dame and
lead author of the paper to
appear in the Astrophysical
Journal Letters. “To be able to
resolve an explosion so far
away is really quite astound-
ing.”

Predicted by Einstein’s theory
of general relativity,
microlensing occurs when the
light from a very distant
source — in this case, a
gamma-ray burst — is ampli-
fied by the gravity of an inter-
vening object.

“Gravitational microlensing
is commonly observed in our
galaxy,” says Kris Stanek of
the Harvard-Smithsonian
Center for Astrophysics and
coauthor of the result. “But,
this is the first time such a
lensing event has been seen in
a distant gamma-ray burst.”
The theoretical prediction

about the properties of such
an event was made by coau-
thor Avi Loeb in 1998, togeth-
er with his student at the time,
Rosalba Perna.

In addition to being able to
show that a GRB blast wave
appears as a ring, the team
also discerned information
about the object that magni-
fied the burst.

“We believe that the gravity
of an ordinary star, perhaps
half the mass of our sun, cre-
ated the lensing phenome-
non,” says Loeb, also of the
Harvard-Smithsonian Center
for Astrophysics. The authors
found that the observed data
perfectly fit the model for a
ring structure which is
expanding faster than the
speed of light, a prediction
first made in 1997 by El
Waxman.

GRBs are such large explo-
sions they drive shock waves
that travel at close to the
speed of light into the sur-
rounding gas, which then
glows at x-ray, optical, and
radio wavelengths. Because
the shocks are moving at near-
ly the speed of light, Einstein’s
theory of special relativity
must be employed in calculat-
ing what an observer would
see. Contrary to common
sense, the relativistic shock
will appear to an observer as a
ring that is expanding faster
than the speed of light.

Resolving the GRB ring is
equivalent to spotting a wed-
ding ring 2 million miles away.
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the debates. Then, debates could
have a very big impact,” Roos said.

“People come into a debate with
three questions,” said Roos.
“Number one : Do Ilike this per-
son, do I feel comfortable with
him? ...Number two : Is this per-
son going to follow issues I
favor?... And number three his
qualifications, his presidential
character and his competence.”

The purpose of a debate,
according to the Commission on
Presidential Debates is “to ensure
that debates, as a permanent part
of every general election, provide
the best possible information to
viewers and listeners."

Generally though, Roos said
candidates will hold back or be
candid based on how it best suits
them, whatever is most advanta-
geous.

“Candidates arc trying to get
elected and will do what’s best to
accomplish that," said Roos.

As Gore and Bush have cam-
paigned for a White House elec-
tion, the two candidates have
fought on many various issues,
including where and how the
debates would be conducted.
Before settling on the formal com-
mission-sponsored debates, Bush
proposed meeting Gore on NBC’s
“Meet the Press ” and CNN'’s
“Larry King Live.”

Gore charged that fewer people
would watch as the competing
networks would refuse to show
another network’s programming

The Observer ¢ CAMPUS NEVCS

and said Bush was ducking the
traditional debates out of fear of
stumbling in front ofa larger audi-
ence. Bush shot back that Gore
had earlier pledged to debate
“anywhere, anytime” and that
Gore was reneging on that
promise.

Roos said this controversy will
have little impact on the actual
election. The spat did raise ques-
tions, however, of how a Gore-
Bush debate would turn out.
Would Gore, who has debated
twice as a vice-presidential candi-
date in addition to many congres-
sional and senatorial debates, beat
Bush who is running for national
office for the first time and has
only been involved in two prior
campaigns?

Using the analogy of the NBA
player-laden U.S. men’s Olympic
basketball team that struggled to
win the gold medal despite being
heavily favored, Roos said, “The
bar is higher for Gore. That could
hurt him.”

The “stiff" Gore could be humili-
ated by the “personable” Bush or
the “lightweight” governor could
be embarrassed by the “experi-
enced” vice-president. In 1980,
there was a similar scenario, Roos
said. Ronald Reagan appeared to
be the more likable candidate, but
people perceived that President
Carter was smarter.

“The question for Reagan was if
he met the minimum standards
for being president, is he compe-
tent enough?” Roos said. “Bush is
liked; he needs to show compe-
tence on policy issues. Gore is
smart enough; he needs to show
character and likeability.”

There are those who shy away from challenges.
And then there are those who travel
9,000 miles looking for them.

University of Notre Dame
Come to our information meeting, our table, and interview with us!

Information Meeting
Wednesday, October 4« 7:00 - 9:00 PM ¢ DeBartolo Building

Interviews
Thursday, October 5 ¢ 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Friday, October 6»9:00 AM - 5:00 PM in Planner Hall

Information Table is located at La Fortune
Student Center » Wednesday, October 4
9:00 AM-3:30 PM

/;[>6E{b4».

1 For more information contact Jackie at

(800) 424-8580, option 1.

Border
Issues

5-Day Immersion into

Border Culture
January 4-10, 2001

Emphasis on:

- participation in dimensions

of the immigrant experience

- examination of social,
cultural, and international
forces on the border

- discussion, reflection, and
faith sharing

WWW.peacecorps.gov

El Paso/
Juarez
Seminar

2000-2001

Applications Available at the

CENTER FOR
SOCIAL
CONCERNS

Center for Social Concerns

Due October 24

Housing

continued from page 1

think it’s a variety of rea-
sons.”

Kachmarik also said that as
more students - including an
increasing number of juniors
- move off-campus, they may
find themselves regretting the
move.

“Once people get off-campus
a lot of people regret it. The
off-campus life isn’t what they
envision,” he said. “It’s a
great thing to head out there
on a Saturday night, but the
reality of the situation is a lot
different.”

Vote

continued from page 1

also to “reflect on these themes
to determine which candidates
best represent Catholic teach-
ings.”

One theme the bishops feel is
important for Catholic voters to
analyze is the candidates’ views
on the life and dignity of the
human person. The topic of dig-
nity encompasses many differ-
ent issues including abortion,
euthanasia, violence and health
care. Referring to the current
debate among presidential can-
didates regarding Medicare
plans, Caponigro said, “Think

Though Notre Dame’s pro-
cedure for allotting rooms is
different from other universi-
ties, Kachmarik does not fore-
see any major changes to the
system in the near future.

“A lot of places say ‘We
need 2,000 beds for fresh-
men,’ block them off, and say
[to returning students], ‘You
can’t pick those,”” he
explained. “[At Notre Darnel,
we say ‘You tell us who wants
to be on campus.’ Then we
cross our fingers and hope we
have enough room for fresh-
men in August. The trends
and the history has been that
it works OK.”

Should this system fail,
Kachmarik said that duLac

which [plan] is going to help
[senior citizens] survive and
thrive and which one is going to
put them at risk.”

The U.S. Catholic bishops in
Faithful Citizenship said, “We
believe that every human life is
sacred from conception to nat-
ural death; that people arc more
important than things; and that
the measure of every institution
is whether or not it enhances
the life and dignity of the human
person.”

The issues of family, commu-
nity and participation are also
prominent in the current presi-
dential campaigns.

“We need laws and policies
that encourage families to stay

Tuesday, October 3, 2000

outlines a contingency plan
where rising seniors would
enter a lottery for rooms, fol-
lowed by juniors and sopho-
mores until sufficient space is
cleared for freshmen.

Meanwhile, the Campus Life
Council has formed a task
force to examine consistency
among residence hall policies
- a committee Norton hopes
will help explain the complex-
ities of why students are leav-
ing campus at an increased
rate.

“Once we have that analy-
sis, we may be able to see
what is lacking in the resi-
dence halls and why students
are moving off-campus,” she
said.

Government must help allevi-
ate the financial and moral
threats families face. To do this,
“Institutions that are around us
need to support individuals and
create a space for individuals to
express oneself and grow as an
individual,” said Caponigro.

The U.S. Catholic bishops said,
“In society as a whole, those
who exercise authority have a
duty to respect the fundamental
human rights of all persons.”

Although every human has
basic rights, “If we are going to
claim rights, we also have
responsibilities to help institu-
tions grow and thrive.” said
Caponigro.

He said that one way to exer-

together,” said Caponiiro. cise rights is to vote.
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W ORLD NEWS BRIEFS

Milosevic decries opposition: in his
first address to the nation since a disputed
election, Slobodan Milosevic on Monday
branded his opponents puppets of the West. A
wave of unrest aimed at driving him from
power swept Yugoslavia, and the government
responded by arresting dozens of strike lead-
ers. The general strike and road blockades
brought Yugoslavia to a virtual halt in the
most serious challenge yet to Milosevic's 13-
year rule.

Germans celebrate unity: Germans
gathered in a festive atmosphere to open their
celebrations of a decade of reunification
Monday, but behind the music and merriment
was agreement that the country remains less
than united. Several hundred citizens drawn
from all of Germany's 16 states converged on
a reunification event.

NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

Rapists could face HIV tests: Rape
victims could demand LIIV tests of their sus-
pected assailants upon arrest, and adults
could be jailed for 10 years for sending
pornography to 17-year-olds or younger
under a last-minute flurry of bills in the
House. Currently, rape victims have no legal
right to demand that a suspect be tested to
find out whether the person has HIV, the
virus that causes AIDS, lawmakers said.

Bush will appear on Letterman:
Regis and Oprah seemed to work, so now
George W. Bush is taking on David Letterman.
The Republican presidential candidate has
agreed to appear on the CBS “Late Show” on
Oct. 19, executive producer Maria Pope said
Monday. Democratic rival Al Gore visited
Letterman on Sept. 14. Bush's appearance,
via satellite, on Letterman's show during pri-
mary season last winter was somewhat awk-
ward because the Texas governor had trouble
hearing the comedian.

INDIANA NEWS B RIEFS

Unidentified man found near
cemetary: An unidentified man was found
dead behind the wheel of a burning car in a
cemetery on thejcity’s east side, just a few
feet from the gravesite of legendary jazz gui-
tarist Wes Montgomery. Police said there is
no clear indication yet whether the death was
a suicide, a homicide or an accident. The car
had a Marion County license plate. No time or
cause of death will be known until an autopsy
is performed Monday, police said.
Montgomery died in 1968 and is one of
58,000 people interred at the cemetary.
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Palestinian policemen take cover during heavy armed fighting as riots continued throughout the West Bank and
Gaza Strip. The fighting, now in its fifth day, has claimed the lives of 51 people and injured 1,000 people.

Israeli-Palestinian violence rages

Associated Press

RAMALLAH

Israeli troops rolled out
tanks in a show of force
and sent helicopter gun-
ships aloft Monday to bat-
tle Palestinians wielding
rocks and automatic rifles,
as riots raged through the
West Bank and Gaza Strip,
leaving scarcely a
Palestinian town or village
untouched.

The spiraling violence,
now in its fifth day, has
killed at least 51 people
and injured more than
1,000, nearly all the casu-
alties Palestinian, and left
hopes for a Midcast peace
accord in tatters. Both

C OLOMBIA

sides acknowledged that
talking peace was becom-
ing untenable with a full-
scale war being waged in
the streets.

In an urgent bid to

restore calm, U.S.
Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright
announced she would

meet Wednesday in Paris
with Israeli Prime Minister
Ehud Barak and
Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat.

The two sides “must find
a way ... to end the current
psychology of confronta-
tion and begin to restore
the psychology of peace-
making,” Albright said in a
statement Tuesday.

Even as pleas for
restraint poured in from
around the world, the
climbing casualty count
fueled Palestinian fury and
spurred revenge attacks
against Israeli civilians,
particularly Jewish set-
tlers.

On the road to the
Jewish settlement of Ariel
in the West Bank, a 24-
year-old Israeli was shot
and killed — reportedly
when he stopped to change
a tire. A school bus on its
way to the Jewish settle-
ment of Shiloh came under
fire, but no one was
injured.

Fighting also boiled over
into Arab towns in Israel

proper, rattling the nerves
of Israelis who have long
feared an intefadeh, or
uprising, by Arab citizens
of the Jewish state. Eight
Israeli Arabs were killed in
Monday’s clashes alone.

Police and Arab rioters
fought a three-hour battle
in the alleyways of the
Israeli town of Akko.
Rioters trashed shops in
the Israeli Arab town of
Nazareth, Jesus’ boyhood
home. In the coastal city of
Haifa — often cited as a
model of harmonious coex-
istence of Jews and
Muslims — Israeli Arabs
staged a general strike in
sympathy with Palestinian
brethren.

Clashes paralyze state, residents flee
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10,700.13 #4921
/ONES
S . Composite
:Z‘le' Volume:
1,197,190,016
AMEX: 942.99 -11.32
Nasdagq: 3568.90 -103.92
NYSE: 666.37 4-3.33
S&P 500: 1436.23 -0.28
COMPANY/SECURITY % CHANGE SGAIN PRICE
CISCO SYSTEMS (CSCO) *0.45 *0.25 55.50
INTEL CORE (INTC) 347 144 40.12
DELL COMPUTER (DELL) -5.07 -1.56 29.25
APPLE COMPUTER (AAPL) -5.83 -1.50 24.25
MICROSOFT CORP (MSFT) -1.98 -1.19 59.12

Associated Press

BOGOTA

Clashes between leftist guerrillas
and right-wing paramilitary
groups have paralyzed a southern
Colombian state and sent residents
fleeing toward the Ecuador border,
local officials said Monday.

The army said troops were trying
to control the violence between the
armed groups battling over control
of coca plant production in south-
ern Putumayo state, which was

largely cut off by road from the
rest of the country.

“Businesses have begun to close
their doors, food supplies are run-
ning out and it is impossible to get
gasoline,” Putumayo state Gov.
Jorge Devia told reporters in
Colombia’s capital, Bogota.

There were unconfirmed reports
of high casualties on both sides in
the clashes that began Sept. 21.
Putumayo’s food supplies were
also drying up as rebels of the left-
ist Revolutionary Armed Forces of

Colombia, or FARC, threatened to
destroy vehicles that venture onto
the highways.

“People are heading for
Ecuador.” Roger Hernandez, town
secretary of the small coca-grow-
ing town of La Hormiga, told The
Associated Press by telephone.

Putumayo, which borders both
Ecuador and Peru, is Colombia's
largest producer of coca plants, e
raw material for cocaine, with an
estimated 140,000 acres cultivat-
ed.
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Conservative leader
criticizes Bush’ view

Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas

A day after George W.
Bush’s videotaped address to
the Christian Coalition, conser-
vative leader Pat Robertson
criticized
the GOP
presiden-
tial nomi-
nee for not
“swinging
like a
fighter" at
Al  Gore
and said
Bush risks
losing the
election.

Robertson said Bush has
taken the party’s conservative
base for granted with his
attempts to appeal more to
moderates.

“It’s a dangerous strategy
just to ignore your base, espe-
cially to play like something
you’re not,” Robertson said
Sunday on CBS’ “Face the
Nation.”

“He’s got to begin hitting
Gore where Gore’s vulnerable;
the big spending, possibly dou-
bling the size of government,”
Robertson added. “He’s got to
come out swinging like a fight-
er. And ifhe doesn’t do it, if he
continues this sort of, be-nice

Bush

sort of approach, I think he’s
going to lose.”

Bush spokesman Dan
Bartlett said Robertson “obvi-
ously hasn’t been closely fol-
lowing this election,” in which
Bush repeatedly says Gore’s
policies — from tax cuts to
energy to education — shows
he shows the trusts govern-
ment more than voters on key
decisions.

“Governor Bush has outlined
and explained very clearly that
Al Gore’s spending proposals
will threaten the nation’s eco-
nomic future,” Bartlett said.

Polls show both candidates
have overwhelming support
from their base supporters
and are focusing now on mod-
erates and swing voters, who
they believe will determine
who wins.

Tensions between Bush and
religious conservatives were
high this weekend after he
scrapped plans to skip the
Christian Coalition meeting
and addressed it videotape.
Some members were offended
that he did not attend person-
ally, choosing instead to spend
Saturday practicing for his
debate with Gore.

Robertson said conservatives
are not energized. “They say,
‘Why doesn’t he get in there
and start really hitting Gore,”
Robertson said.

THE BOSTON CONSULTING

GROUP
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Opponents question safety of RU-486

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

Abortion opponents con-

tended Sunday that the new

abortion pill may be unsafe

and raised the possibility of
government

action to See Also
limit its use.
Reform “Abortion

Party presi-

y protesters back
dential can-

didate priest”
Patrick e 11
Buchanan pag
called RU-

486, the early-abortion

method approved Thursday by
the Food and Drug
Administration for use in the
United States, “a human pesti-
cide.”

As president, “I would use
all the power of my office,
including appointments at the
FDA, to prevent its being put
on the market,” Buchanan
said on NBC’s “Meet the
Press.”

Green Party candidate Ralph
Nader, also on NBC, countered
that use of the drug is “up to
the woman, not the govern-
ment.”

“This is a pill that’s been
shown to be safe in Europe for
numerous years,” Nader said.
“And it’s preferable to surgi-
cal procedure.”

Sen. Tim Hutchinson, R-
Ark., said on ABC’s “This
Week” that there are “a lot of

questions” surrounding the
safety of the pill — and that
the outcome of next month’s
election will determine
whether Congress has enough
votes next year to put limits
on its use.

Eleanor Smeal, president of
the Feminist Majority
Foundation, also on ABC, said
the drug had wundergone

istration banned RU-486
imports in 1989, opposes
abortion. Vice President Gore
supports the pill option.

Robertson said the pill
should be reviewed to deter-
mine if it’s a “danger to
women.”

The pill blocks action of a
hormone essential for main-
taining pregnancy. It has been

“tremen- used by millions
d ou s of European
review” 7 would use all the women sinIc):e it
by the power ofmy office, was approved
FDA. including appointments nearly a decade
They . ago. Anti-abor-
c an at the FDA, to prevent its  J, advocates
protest beingput on the market. ” have fought hard
as much to keep the drug
as they . out of the United
want,” Patrick Buchanan States since it
she said reform party first appeared in
of abor- presidential candidate France.
tion foes. F D A
“This is Commissioner
a safe, effective method.” Jane Henney approved

One lawmaker, Rep. Tom
Coburn, R-Okla., said after the
FDA’s decision that he would
promote legislation calling for
severe limits on which doctors
could administer mifepristone,
the pill’s chemical name.

The Christian Coalition’s Pat
Robertson said on CBS’s “Face
the Nation” that the drug’s
approval was a “political ploy”
by Democrats to corner
Republican presidential nomi-
nee George W. Bush on the
subject.

Bush, whose father’s admin-

mifepristone based on studies
that found it 92 percent to 95
percent effective in causing
abortion.

Complications are rare; seri-
ous bleeding occurs in 1 per-
cent of women. But the pill-
caused abortion requires
three doctor visits and, to
ensure it is performed accu-
rately, the FDA restricted its
use to doctors with certain
training and mandated that
detailed patient-information
brochures be given to every
woman.
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Senate approves new spending bill

¢ $23.6 billion plan
would alter flow of
Misssissippi River

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
The Senate gave final
approval Monday to a $23.6 bil-
lion energy and water package,
inviting a pre-election veto fight
with President Clinton over
administration plans to alter
the flow of the Missouri River.
The measure was approved,
57-37, but supporters fell 10
votes short of the 67 needed to
overturn the veto that Clinton
promised. Republicans voted
51-1 for the measure, while
Democrats opposed it by 36-6.
The bill, loaded with scores of
home-district projects for law-
makers, passed the House over-
whelmingly last week. But it
has been ensnared in a fight

and I will ramificate,” Sen. Kit
Bond, R-Mo., the chief foe of
the proposal, joked afterward.

Sen. Pete Domenici, an
author of the bill, said many
Democratic senators “have
asked for things in this bill and
they’ve been granted things in
this bill that their states desper-
ately need.”

But noting that Clinton has
signed similar language in four
previous years to block chang-
ing the river’s flow, Domenici
said Democrats were being
“asked to vote against this”
because Clinton “has suggested
that this year, if it’s in this bill,
he will veto it.”

Clinton called the measure
“deeply flawed” and “anti-envi-
ronmental,” citing the Missouri
River language and cuts in his
proposals for restoration of
Florida’s Everglades, the
California Bay delta, salmon
populations in the Northwest
and other issues.

over a provision that would
block the administration from
moving toward letting the
Missouri River return to a sea-
sonal, cbb-and-flow of its water
levels.

In a battle that could echo in
the presidential race, the
administration says such a
move would help endangered
wildlife. Opponents say it could
cause floods and hurt farmers
and shippers.

The plan is so unpopular in
Missouri, where opponents
include lawmakers of both par-
ties, that many Republicans
have welcomed the veto battle
as one that could throw the
battleground state to GOP pres-
idential candidate George W.
Bush. Among the Missouri
Democratic opponents are Gov.
Mel Carnahan, who is running
for Senate, and House Minority
Leader Dick Gephardt, D-Mo.

“I guarantee this veto will
have political ramifications,
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Research may help
cancer fertility woes

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

Women having cancer thera-
py may one day be able to
avoid the ovary damage that
often leaves them unable to
bear children, researchers
report.

Scientists studying chemical
and radiation damage to mice
cells report promising results
when the action of the chemi-
cal ceramide was blocked. But
they caution that considerable
work is

article about the findings,
Robert Casper and Andrea
Juriscova of the University of
Toronto said the research was
“an innovative and exciting
potential new treatment to pre-
vent oocyte destruction after
cancer treatment.” Oocyte is
the scientific term for the egg
cells of mammals.

While the paper focuses on
ovary damage caused by radia-
tion, Tilly said in a telephone
interview that similar protec-
tion also occurred in tests
involving doxorubicin, a

ded chemother-
nee (S
. _ drug.

before the This holds the promise ap%] r}lllg R
m elfih OS ofselectively preserving researchers
COud © ovarian function and had earlier
use in : . . found that
humans. preventing this tragic the death of

Blocking side of'the treatment the ovarian

ceramide
preserved
the fertility
of eggs nor-
ma lly
destroyed in
cancer
treatment,
researchers
report in the October issue of
the journal Nature Medicine.

“This holds the promise of
selectively preserving ovarian
function and preventing this
tragic side effect of the treat-
ment of cancer,” said Dr.
Richard Kolesnick of Memorial
Sloan-Kettoring Cancer Center
in New York.

“For the first time we have a
promising prospect for a small
molecule that could be given to
women and girls undergoing
cancer treatment to protect
their ovaries,” added Jonathan
Tilly of Massachusetts General
Hospital, the paper’s senior
author.

Tilly cautioned that tests
have only been done in mice
and that tests are under way to
determine the treatment’s
effect on human ovary tissue
that has been transplanted in
mice.

“It’s very difficult to put a
time frame on,” when the
treatment could be available
for humans, he said. “We will
push ahead as quickly as we
can.”

In an accompanying news

45 1. ow-Interest Student Loans
4# FREE Visa Check Card
4# Great Rates on Auto Loans

19033 Douglas Road
Notre Dame, IN 46556
www.ndfcu.org

of cancer.

Dr. Richard Kolesnick
Memorial Sloan-Kettering
Cancer Center

»” cells
involved a
series of
chemicals,
including
ceramide.
The conver-
sion of a
molecule in
the body called sphingomyelin
into ceramide by an enzyme
sets off the death of several
types of cells in response to
chemotherapy or radiation
therapy.

So the scientists conducted
tests to see if blocking the
sphingomyelin pathway by
using the compound sphingo-
sine-1-phosphate would pro-
tect the eggs in live animals.

They injected SIP into the
sac surrounding one ovary in
each of a group of normal mice
and then exposed them to a
dose of radiation that would be
expected to destroy most of
their eggs.

Two weeks later the ovaries
receiving S 1P appeared healthy
while the unprotected ovaries
showed almost complete
destruction of eggs.

“There was absolutely no
damage at all that we could
see,” in the ovaries with SIP,
Tilly said. “The ovaries looked
normal the mice were
cycling normally, they ovulated
and were able to produce
embryos. By all criteria they
were normal.”

Do you like

to write?

Would you like
to write for
The Observer?

Call 1-5323.
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Abortion protesters back priest

Associated Press

ROCKFORD, 111

An annual anti-abortion
rally was overshadowed by
the case of a Roman Catholic
priest accused of ramming his
car into the city’s only abor-
tion clinic and hacking at the
building with an ax.

The rally Sunday at Holy
Family Church in Rockford
was scheduled long before the
incident, but it commanded
much conversation among the
approximately 1,000 protest-
ers.

“I'don’t agree with his meth-
ods, but I appreciate his
heart,” said the Rev. David
Broom, 25, pastor of the Faith
Center nondenom|[national
church.

The Rev. John Earl is
charged with burglary and
felony criminal damage to
property for the alleged attack
Saturday at the Northern
Illinois Women’s Center. The
clinic wasn’t open and there
were no injuries. He was freed
after posting $10,000 bail.

Earl, 32, a priest at a
Catholic church 30 miles
away, was stopped inside the
building by its owner, who
fired two shotgun blasts to
scare him away.

“It’s hard to support those
kinds of actions when you
stand for life, but we definitely
do support him in standing up

sponsored by

for life,” Jeff O’Hara, 37, said
at Sunday’s rally.

Police have not disclosed a
possible motive for the clinic
attack. It came two days after
government approval of the
RU-486 abortion pill and was
at the office of Dr. Richard
Ragsdale, who successfully
challenged
Illinois abor-
tion laws in the
1980s that he
claimed were
so strict they

1t hard to support
those kinds ofactions
when you stand for life,

The Diocese of Rockford said
the priest’s activities had been
restricted while it investigates
the allegations. A message left
at the church, St. Patrick’s
Church in Rochelle, was not
returned.

After Sunday’s protest,
about 100 people attended a
meeting at
Temple
Baptist
Church in
Rockford

w h er e

limited but we definitely do Jsohs 'edFI) h
women’s  gsypport him in standing dicref:ltoref)’f
access to the life. ” :
procedure. up for life. artl) a;pﬂ-
Earl, who abortion
was  staying Jeff O'Hara %r}(l)iucpag(:n
with his par- rotester t ;
ents in DeKalb, P said Eahrlds
has honored Zt;arlr?agead

his bishop’s

instructions not to speak pub-
licly about the case. But his
father, Joseph Earl, came to
his son’s defense on Sunday,
saying “the truth will come
out” at an Oct. 9 court
appearance.

“My son has taken a vow of
obedience to the bishop that
he would not speak to the
media,” Joseph Earl told The
(Rockford) Register Star news-
paper. “But as much as we
love and respect the bishop, I
want you to know that not
everything that was in the
paper happened.”

the movement.

“It reflects on all of us; it’s
not a good thing,” he said.

The attack drew the ire of
an Illinois women’s organiza-
tion that said the church and
anti-abortion groups must
take responsibility for violent
acts against clinics and doc-
tors who provide abortions.

“We’ve had some victories
and some losses, but we’ve
never driven a car into a
building. I'm appalled by the
violence,” said Gay Bruhn,
president of the Illinois chap-
ter of the National
Organization for Women.
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Talks resume in L A.
transit worker strike

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES

After nearly 12 hours of
talks, transit authorities hand-
ed union negotiators a propos-
al aimed at ending a strike
that has shut down most bus
and rail service and stranded
some 450,000 people who rely
on public transportation.

James Williams, general
chairman of the United
Transportation Union, repre-
senting 4,300 bus and rail
operators, said he planned to
review the proposal by the
Metropolitan Transportation
Authority and submit a coun-
terproposal Monday.

“l am encouraged by the
progress we made,” Williams
said Sunday night. He declined
to give details about the pro-
posal’s content.

Brenda Diederichs, MTA’s
chief negotiator, said Sunday’s
talks in Pasadena were among
the most fruitful.

The transit strike began
Sept. 16, idling most of the
MTA’s bus and rail routes
throughout Los Angeles
County.

Mayor Richard Riordan met
individually with negotiators,
conducting shuttle diplomacy
between rooms of the hotel
where the talks were under-
way, MTA spokesman Marc

Littman said.

Riordan, who put in his first
appearance to advance the
talks Saturday, said he was
“cautiously optimistic” an
agreement would be reached.

Gov. Gray Davis weighed in
as well, signing a bill union
leaders said could remove one
obstacle to a contract agree-
ment. The new law keeps
workers’ collective bargaining
agreements intact for at least
four years if the MTA decides
to split up into smaller transit
zones.

The strike has hit mainly the
county’s working poor who
cannot afford cars, students,
the disabled and the elderly.
The MTA says it is forfeiting
about $2 million per day in
fares and tax receipts.

“Everyone’s hurting,”
Littman said. “The common
chord today is that everyone
wants to end the strike.”

Littman said that even if a
tentative agreement was
immediately reached, the
strike would probably continue
at least until Tuesday because
rank-and-file union members
were unlikely to return to
work until they had ratified it.

It would take a day or two
after that to resume service.
Buses would have to be fueled
and inspected, and electricity
would have to be restored to
60 miles of train track.
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Excuse me, your pants are ringing

Iam bitter. At the tender age of 21 I
am very quickly turning into a hard-
ened, bitter young lady, based on the
not-so-subtle signs I've been receiving
on campus from the start of school. I've
been told, in not so
many words, that I
am unpopular and
unwanted. I've been
shunned, along with
a majority of read-
ers just like many of
you, yes you, by the
small population of
star-quality
wannabes lurking underneath trees
outside the dining hall, on the front
steps of classroom buildings and even
sauntering across the quad. And do you
know why I am exiled from even com-
municating with these chosen ones?

Because I do not have a cell phone.

For all the really “cool kids" the
phrases “Call Me!” and “I’ll call you!”
have taken on a whole new meaning,
such as from the Latin callus meus:
“Call Mo!” in the middle of class; and
“Call Me!” while I'm in the dining hall.
And from the pig Latin I'H-hay all-Cay
ou-Yay. “I’ll call you!” in the elevator
going up to the third floor, and “I’ll call
you while walking out of my room
(which has a phone), and you are only
two doors down.

Don’t get me wrong, I love to talk on
the phone at all hours of the day and
night, and I have the phone bills to
prove it. But is it really imperative that
your boyfriend or girlfriend know that
you have just started taking notes on
chapter two of your business law class?

And don’t get me wrong, because |
think cell phones can be and are very
useful. Lord knows 1could have used
one this summer when I had a blown-
out tire on 1-55, had no idea where I
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was or how to change a spare (still
don’t) and there was no gas station or
general phone area within a mile. It
seems as if this cellular phenomenon,
though growing very quickly in the past
decade, suddenly exploded on Saint
Mary’s and Notre Dame’s campuses
this year.

It almost makes sense, with
the vast array of calling
plans available. These
plans can let you have
all sorts of cellular
freedom, such as
5,000 minutes for a
nickel, low rates for
calling anywhere in
the world, free
voice mail, etc.

But you know
what? Ifyou are
hungry, and in
desperate need of
Papa John’s, all
you have to do is
go back in your
room, pick up the
phone and dial. It’s
free. That means
no calling charge
whatsoever. Wake
up kids. We’re col-
lege students. We
are inherently poor.

We can barely afford
the Papa John’s that
are ordering.

Thirty percent of people
in general own cell phones
according to Science News.
And I’'m pretty sure that 5
cent of those can be attributed to the
sauntering few on campus, because
apparently by walking very slowly
while on a cell phone, you can hear the
other person better.

But why do most people have cell
phones anyway? So they can stay in
touch, for an emergency, to do busi-
ness, to have people know where they
are at all times, yada, yada, yada. But
who, in college, wants people to know

where they are at all times? Ask
yourself this, as you dish up
pasta, chatting it up on a cell
in the dining hall or as you
palm the tiny morph that
I’'m sure Alexander
Graham Bell never
dreamed his invention
would come to: do
you really want peo-
ple to be able to
reach you at all
times? Even when
it’s a Friday night,
you’re out with
the girl or guy of
your dreams,
things are going
well, you’re
“watching a
movie,” and your
pants start ring-
ing? There is noth-
ing suave about it
or around it. Well,
there is, but I'll tell
you about it later.
On the phone.
That has a cord.
That’s in my room.
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The views expressed in this column
are those ofthe author and not neces-
sarily those of The Observer.

Approving of human life

Next time you enjoy a cold beer, take
a look at the side ofthe can. You’ll find a
warning on there from the federal gov-
ernment imploring pregnant women to
refrain from drinking alcohol lest they
injure their unborn children. “That’s
nice,” you might think. “The govern-
ment cares about babies.”

Wrong. The government cares about
wanted babies. While the Surgeon
General is busy trying to keep pregnant
women from drinking things that might
injure their unborn children, another
agency, the FDA, has been busy approv-
ing a pill developed for the sole purpose
of killing unborn children. It’s all left up
to the luck ofthe draw.

Ifyou’re lucky enough to be a “want-
ed” child, the Surgeon General is there
to protect you. However, ifyou’re
unlucky enough to have been conceived
unexpectedly or perhaps show signs of a
physical or mental disability — anything

that might make you “unwanted” —
then the FDA is there to make sure you
don’t live long enough to make a nui-
sance of yourself.

Worst of all, this callous split person-
ality is not limited to the government.
Just take a look at the medical commu-
nity today. Ifan unborn child is “want-
ed” there are no lengths to which doc-
tors won’t go to preserve that life, even
performing surgery on children while
they are still in the womb and taking
heroic measures to save tiny infants
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