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‘To give a human face to the conflict’

TORI ROECK | The Observer

Fr. Dan Groody addresses the campus community regarding the ongoing conflict in Syria. Groody partici-
pated in the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ delegation to investigate the Syrian refugee crisis.

smc prepares for 41st madrigal dinner

landscapers decorate for the holidays
By TORI ROECK
associate news editor

christmas starts in october 
for notre dame landscaping 
services, the group in charge 
of the majority of outdoor 
decorations on campus.

pat mccauslin, manager 
of landscaping services, 
said it takes a three-person 
crew three weeks to install 
the lights on the large trees 
near the main building, the 
debartolo performing arts 
center, the fire station, the 
grotto and carroll hall be-
fore wintry weather settles in 

south bend. 
“you never know when it’s 

going to snow,” he said. “… 
once it starts snowing, our 
focus turns to snow removal 
and you have to stop putting 
lights up. so that’s why we 
start early.”

landscaping crew mem-
bers ron rosander, Tammy 
bergl and brian anders have 
already put up thousands 
of lights around campus, 
mccauslin said.

“The fire station tree, if you 
see that at night, it’s really 

By KATHRYN MARSHALL
news writer 

carols, costumes and medi-
eval court dancers will usher 
in the christmas season this 
weekend during saint mary’s 
41st annual madrigal dinner in 
regina hall, presented by the 
college’s music department.  

The renaissance-era feast 
reenactment will include me-
dieval music, food and dance, 
nancy menk, chair of the de-
partment of music, said. 

The event is a unique concert 

experience where college stu-
dents and faculty act, sing and 
dance while dressed in 16th-
century attire, she said.

Twenty-two members of the 
saint mary’s college women’s 
choir volunteered their time 
for this year’s dinner, where 
they will perform traditional 
carols such as “The holly and 
the ivy” and “The boar’s head 
carol,” menk said.

“The students really love to 
do it, and many will do it all 
four years,” she said.

The evening gives students a 

chance to take part in a more 
theatrical performance, in-
stead of a traditional concert 
where they stand still, menk 
said. Junior emmi hazen has 
been a madrigal singer for 
three years, and said the din-
ner is a fun tradition.

“The north lounge of 
regina [hall] gets transformed 
into a candle-lit renaissance 
banquet hall for the event and 
this draws in a lot of people,” 
hazen said. “a lot of people in 
the south bend, saint mary’s 
and notre dame communities 

have made it a holiday tradi-
tion to come to madrigal din-
ners every year as a way to get 
the christmas season started.”

The madrigal dinner creates 
a community among the per-
formers, menk said. because of 
the large amount of traditional 
carols, upperclassmen are able 
to help underclassmen learn 
the music for the event, she 
said.  

“being able to perform 
alongside with so many other 
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awarded 
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see decoraTions PaGe 4

By  CHRISTIAN MYERS
news writer

The ongoing conf lict in 
syria spurred the creation of 
the student syrian solidarity 
coalition earlier this year, 
and the group’s latest event 
was a panel discussion titled 
“syria: why it matters to us” 
held in the hesburgh center 
auditorium on Thursday.

senior manuel rocha pro-
vided background infor-
mation on the conf lict for 
attendees of the discussion. 
Thus far, he said the conf lict 
has resulted in over 100,000 
deaths, over four million 
internally-displaced syrians 

and over two million syrian 
refugees f leeing to Turkey, 
Jordan, lebanon, egypt and 
elsewhere.

The event featured discus-
sion from Kenan rahmani 
and Fr. dan groody. concer-
ing the humanitarian efforts 
in syria and in nearby coun-
tries with syrian refugees 
rahmani, a syrian-american 
law student currently on a 
leave of absence, has served 
on the board of the syrian 
american council and as a 
humanitarian aid worker in 
syria. rahmani said the true 
problem in syria is that the 

see syria PaGe 5
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By EVELYN HUANG
news writer 

with a $3 million grant at her 
disposal, assistant professor of 
psychology Kristin valentino will 
be able to test a maltreatment 
intervention program for local 
families.

valentino received a grant from 
the eunice K. shriver national 
institute of child health and 

human development to further 
her program that helps preschool 
age children in families with mal-
treatment problems, valentino 
said. she said the program 
partners with the department 
of child services in st. Joseph 
county.

The brief intervention program 
works with preschool age children 

see dinner PaGe 4
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MICHAEL YU | The Observer

Landscaping Services began preparing campus for the holiday season 
in October. Decorations include a large tree near the Main Building. 

Student coalition sponsors a panel discussion concerning humanitarian efforts in Syria
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Today’s Staff

Friday

Hula Hooping
St. Liam Hall
1:30 p.m.-2:30 p.m.
Part of Stress-Buster 
Fridays.

Conscious Christmas
Badin Hall
12 p.m.-5 p.m.
Sale of Fair Trade 
goods that 
benefits orphans in 
Nepal.

Saturday

Women’s Basketball
Purcell Pavilion 
12 p.m.-2 p.m. 
The Irish take on 
UCLA.

Holiday Gift Auction
Robinson Family 
Learning Center
4 p.m.-6 p.m. 
Purchase christmas 
gifts that benefit the 
community.

Sunday

Zen Meditation
Coleman-Morse 
Center
6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
Open to all faiths.

Advent Lessons and 
Carols
Basilica of the Sacred 
Heart
7:15 p.m.-8:15 p.m. 
Featuring all Basilica 
choirs.

Monday

Men’s Basketball
Purcell Pavilion
7 p.m.- 9 p.m.
Part of Gotham Class 
Regional Rounds.

Community Choir 
Rehearsal
Coleman-Morse 
Center
6 p.m.- 7:30 p.m.
For Midnight Mass on 
Christmas Eve.

Tuesday

Snite Salon Series
Snite Museum of Art
5 p.m.-5:45 p.m
Exchange ideas about 
art.

Mary and the Season 
of Advent
Geddes Hall
5 p.m- 6 p.m.
The Center for Liturgy 
features an annual 
Advent lecture.

The nexT Five days: Want your event included here?
Email obsnews.nd@gmail.com

MARY O’NEIL | The Observer

Dillon Hall gets into the Christmas spirit by decorating one of the second floor hallways to honor their tradition that says, “We are 
the strongest, the smartest and the humblest dorm on campus.” The hall also hosts the annual Dillion Hall Light Show.-
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QuesTion oF The day:
If you had to listen to one Christmas song for the entire season, what would it be?

Have a question you want answered? 
Email obsphoto@gmail.com

Micheal Fliotsos
sophomore
duncan hall

“all i want For christmas is you.”

Michael Tillema
sophomore
Keough hall

“sleigh ride by the spice girls.”

Olivia Godby
sophomore
pasquerilla east hall

“christmas Time by smashing 
pumpkins.”

Katrina Gonzales
sophomore
pasquerilla east hall

“let it snow by michael buble.”

Juan Rangel
junior
seigfried hall

“believe from the polar express 
movie.”

Ethan Muehlstein
sophomore
morrissey hall

“last christmas.”
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‘Show Some Skin’ opens auditions for 2014 show
By PAUL KIM 
news writer

“show some skin”, a show 
comprised of monologue perfor-
mances that discuss issues such 
as race, gender and sexuality, will 
begin auditions today for the Feb. 
2014 performances, show direc-
tor clarissa schwab, said. 

The audition process is simple, 
and everyone is invited to partici-
pate, schwab said.

“all we look for in actors is 
open-mindedness,” she said. “if 
you are closed-minded at all es-
pecially with these kinds of sto-
ries, it’s just not going to work out. 
you have to be open-minded to 
accept their story, let that reflect, 
and let that simmer and mari-
nate then present it for everyone 
to see.”

show some skin, now in its 
third year, was founded in spring 
2012 by edith cho, Jeeseun choi 
and hien luu to spark a conversa-
tion about race relations at notre 
dame, according to the show’s 

website, ndshowsomeskin.com.
schwab said this year’s show 

will be “the biggest yet.” in previ-
ous years, the performances were 
held in the carey auditorium, but 
this year the show will be held on 
the main state of the debartolo 
performing arts center, she said.

“The show started out pretty 
small, then it got a little bigger,” 
schwab said. “now we just want 
to really have a presence on this 
campus. To be on the main stage, 
it takes the show to a new level.”

while the show is still more 
than two months away, schwab 
said the “show some skin” team 
started gearing up for the show 
this summer. 

“we have been working hard 
since the summer,” schwab said. 
“we have all the stories we want 
to say. if there are no actors to say 
them, there is not going to be a 
show.”

schwab said the 2014 show 
is subtitled “be bold,” and said 
the name derives from the 2013 
performance.

“in last year’s show, there was 
a monologue presented by a girl 
who invited the audience to share 
their story and be bold,” schwab 

said. “she shared all these things 
about herself and said ‘now it’s 
your turn, so you go ahead, you 
share what you want the world 
to know or what you’re afraid to 
say.’”

according to schwab, the per-
formance by actors is based on 
anonymous stories submitted by 
students, faculty and even south 
bend residents.

“although we want people 

to be bold and stand up, a lot of 
times it’s hard for people to ac-
tually tell their story,” she said. 
“we didn’t want anyone to back 
out from having to tell the story 
just because they have to give a 
name.”

schwab said what makes show 
some skin exciting is the wide 
range of topics on which it sheds 
light.

“it’s a roller coaster. everything 

you can expect, it’s there,” she 
said. “‘show some skin’ has it all.”

according to the Facebook 
page, the show’s acting audi-
tions will be held on Friday and 
saturday from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
and on sunday from 6:30 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. in carey auditorium in 
hesburgh library.

Contact Paul Kim at  
pkim6@nd.edu

EMILY HOFFMANN | The Observer

and their mothers through six 
weekly home-based sessions. 
The sessions focus on enhancing 
mother-child communication 

and emotional support, valentino 
said. valentino said she the pilot 
program work’s success lies in the 
simple skills taught to help im-
prove the lives of the participat-
ing families, she said these skills 
include emphasizing a child’s 

feelings and resolving negative 
emotions.

“we focus on three primary 
skills for mothers: asking more 
open ended questions, building 
on and being descriptive of what 
the child says and communicat-
ing about feelings,” valentino 
said.

The program uses live video-
taping and positive reinforce-
ment to optimize parental 
motivation, valentino said. 

“Family coaches are trained to 
highlight and reinforce positive 
elements, and don’t give negative 
feedback,” she said. “These moms 
have a lot of people coming into 
their lives and telling them what 
they are doing wrong. you are 
better able to engage a parent by 
helping to reinforce what they 
are doing right, and building on 
that.”

valentino said this grant pro-
vides financial support to extend 
this program more fully, and will 
allow her to see the long-term ef-
fects of the program.

“we are now able to extend this 
study longitudinally to 240 local 
families over the next five years,” 
valentino said. “we are hoping 
to see these maltreated children 
develop to have a cognitive, so-
cial-emotional and physiological 
development that is not different 
from their peers. we also want to 
see an improvement in the moms, 
with decreased victimization.”

This research has the potential 
to advance scientific knowledge 
and help families outside of the 
local community, valentino said. 

“we have the potential to in-
form more effective clinical and 
social policy efforts designed to 
improve the welfare of maltreat-
ed children,” she said. “These 
programs can also be easily dis-
seminated. it can be taught on a 

wider scale and introduced into 
wider communities.”

valentino said she is passionate 
about using science to improve 
the lives of maltreated children 
and their families.

“child abuse and neglect re-
ceives little public attention even 
though it is a big problem in our 
nation,” valentino said. “This re-
search can contribute to more 
practical programs that can help 
the developmental trajectory of 
maltreated children.”

valentino conducts her re-
search at the university’s center 
of children and Families, and 

she said notre dame’s mission 
as a university has supported her 
research. 

“i really appreciate notre 
dame’s broader mission, and be-
cause my research fits with the 
mission of the university, i feel 
like my research is really sup-
ported at notre dame in a special 
way,” valentino said.  

“i have also received excellent 
mentoring from colleagues and 
my co-investigators, professor 
cummings, professor borkowski 
and professor maxwell.”

Contact Evelyn Huang at 
ehuang1@nd.edu

Grant
conTinued From page 1

“This research 
can contribute to 
more practical 
programs that 
can help the 
developmental 
trajectory of 
maltreated 
children.”
Kristin Valentino 
psychology professor
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Tourney raises money for adopt-a-Family program 
By REBECCA O’NEIL
news writer 

The office for social and 
civic engagement (osce) 
hosted a wiff le ball tourna-
ment that aimed to raise 
funds for saint mary’s adopt-
a-Family program, through 
which members of the 
college’s community donate 
christmas gifts to michiana 
families in need

donned in holiday ap-
parel, saint mary’s students 
gathered in angela athletic 
center on dec. 4 to donate to 
the program and play for the 
college’s first annual ugly 
holiday sweater wiff le ball 
Tournament.

 Jessica bulosan, assistant 
director of osce, said she 
hopes the adopt-a-Family 
fundraiser will ease the fi-
nancial pressure for lower-
income families that may 
find the holiday season par-
ticularly challenging.

 “adopt-a-family is basical-
ly a way for the saint mary’s 
community to give back to 
families in the michiana com-
munity that might not have 
as much as we do,” bulosan 
said. “They might need a 
little extra help, especially 

around christmastime.”
 The program gives families 

an opportunity to enjoy the 
holidays without worrying 
about where money for gifts 
will come from, bulosan said.

 “There are a lot of fami-
lies who work all year and 
they work really hard but 
christmas comes around and 
kids want gifts and that little 
bit extra makes a difference,” 
bulosan said. “[The osce of-
fice] coordinates the event, 
we request families from area 
agencies such as the salva-
tion army, grandparents as 
parents and area schools, 
and then we pass these fam-
ilies along to individuals, 
groups, team, and depart-
ments at saint mary’s who 
want to give a little bit extra 
at christmastime.”

 This year, these groups in-
cluded the freshman and ju-
nior class boards, as well as 
members of the college’s fac-
ulty and staff, bulson said. 
nicole o’Toole, junior class 
president, said her “adopted 
family” has a three-year-old 
girl, a two-year-old girl and a 
four-month-old boy.

“it’s a lot of fun to help a 
family in need,” o’Toole said. 
“our class donated about 

three or four outfits per child, 
one or two toys per child, 
a winter coat for both par-
ents and a walmart giftcard 
for the family to have a nice 
christmas dinner, because 
we found that is a little more 
fun than just giving them 
non-perishable items.”

bulosan said funds from 
the tournament will allow 
osce to complement some 
of the donors’ gifts for the 
families.

“all proceeds go to-
wards purchasing gifts for 

families that we have adopt-
ed,” bulosan said. “There’s 
always a group every so often 
who kind of bit off more than 
they could chew. They need 
a little bit of extra help with 
their gifts so that’s when we 
help supplementing an extra 
couple of gifts per child.”

erika buhring, osce direc-
tor, said the fundraiser was 
the newest addition to the list 
of altruistic events the office 
sponsors each year, which in-
cludes itr annual holy cross 
harvest and pen pal program. 

marky harrison, student 
director of osce, and molly 
levi, a student worker at the 
osce, originally came up 
with the tournament idea, 
buhring said. seven teams 
participated in the event with 
an average of six people on 
each team. 

“i think everyone had a lot 
of fun,” said buhring. “it was 
a great study break for stu-
dents and faculty.”

Contact Rebecca O’Neil at 
roneil01@saintmarys.edu 

gorgeous,” he said. “i can’t 
tell you how many thousands 
of lights are on that tree. i 
know the tree at the grotto 
that we decorate behind the 
crèche — that has close to 
3,000 lights on it.

“we really like to pack 
lights on, really pack them 
on a tree, so they have a nice 
effect.”

in recent years, mccauslin 
said landscaping services 
has adopted more environ-
ment-friendly christmas 
decorations. 

“our focus now is going 
more with the sustainable 
led lights,” he said. “we’re 
about 90 percent [led] now 
with all the lighting we do.” 

For the buildings on cam-
pus, the campus work 
control center carpenter 
shop handles most of the dec-
orations, Tanner andrysiak, 
superintendent of the shop, 
said. The shop adorns the 
indoor christmas trees and 
makes the wreaths and gar-
lands, he said.

The group has received 
orders for decorations from 
13 residence halls and is 
in charge of decorations 
in bond hall, hagar hall, 
o’shaughnessy hall, Jordan 
hall of science and the 
stepan chemistry center. 

“normally if they’re on a 
roof, the kids aren’t allowed 
to [put decorations there], 
and i believe they’re not al-
lowed to use ladders anymore 
either,” andrysiak said. “… in 

o’shaughnessy, it was a 17 ft. 
tree, and we had to decorate 
from the top down to where 
they could reach from the 
ground. They weren’t allowed 
to get on ladders to finish.”

andrysiak said two carpen-
ters install all of these deco-
rations, mostly during the 
first week of december, in-
cluding the 10-ft tall o’neill 
hall “o” and the complicated 
dillon hall light show. The 
crew will also set up the na-
tivity scene at the grotto, he 
said.

 “i think last year i had four 
carpenters ont[the nativ-
ity scene]. it takes four guys 
about half a day to put it to-
gether, four to six hours,” he 
said. 

andrysiak said the nativ-
ity scene is his favorite of the 

campus decorations his crew 
installs, and that it take four 
members approximately five 
hours to assemble.

andrysiak said the carpen-
ter shop does most of the same 
decorations each year, and 
mccauslin said landscaping 

services also carries out the 
same tasks from year to year.

“The folks that do it have 
been here for 20 plus years,” 
he said.

Contact Tori Roeck at  
vroeck@nd.edu 

decorations
conTinued From page 1

dinner
conTinued From page 1

talented women has not only 
provided me a learning experi-
ence, but a fun and lightheart-
ed one as well,” freshman sarah 
mcKevitt said. 

menk said participants be-
gan preparing for the concert 

after fall break. Theatre stu-
dents began decorating regina 
hall on monday, and menk 
said her favorite prop — a tra-
ditional boar’s head — came in 
wednesday.

The shows will be held in 
the north lounge of regina 
hall tonight and tomorrow at 
7 p.m. a matinee performance 

will also be held on sunday at 2 
p.m. Tickets are $42 for adults 
and $17 for children. For more 
information on madrigals and 
ticket purchases, call the box 
office at (574) 284-4626 or visit 
moreaucenter.com

Contact Kathryn Marshall at 
kmarsh02@saintmarys.edu

CAROLINE GENCO | The Observer

Marky Harrison, student director of OSCE, participates in Saint Mary’s first annual Ugly Holiday Sweater 
Wiffle Ball Tournament. The tournament raised funds for the College’s Adopt-a-Family program. 

Follow us on Twitter.
@ObserverNDSMC
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Kenan Rahmani, a Syrian-American law student currently on a leave of absence, spoke on the importance 
of maintaining the dignity of Syrians affected by the conflct in their country.

conf lict has taken away the 
dignity of many syrians.

“you have half the popula-
tion living like natural disas-
ter victims,” rahmani said. 
“it’s not just about a civil war, 
it’s not just about a humani-
tarian crisis, it’s about people 
who want to live in dignity.”

rahmani said this truth 
was driven home for him by 
his conversation with a wom-
an while distributing food 
baskets in the liberated half 
of aleppo. he said he and 
others distributed some 1,700 
food baskets, but still had to 
turn people away. 

rahmani said the woman 
was begging for a food basket 
after the supply had run out 
when a jet dropped a barrel 
of Trinitrolouene, an explo-
sive chemical, nearby which 
killed 10 people. The wom-
an said she wished the bar-
rel had hit her so she could 
escape the humiliating life 
into which she and so many 
syrians had been forced.

The crisis persists due to 
the international community 
not putting enough pressure 
on syrian president bashir 
al-assad and allowing iran, 
russia and the hezbollah 
to help assad fight the reb-
els of the Free syrian army, 
rahmani said.

“it isn’t that the u.s. and 
u.n. aren’t meddling enough, 
it’s that iran and russia are 
meddling too much in favor 
of the assad regime,” he said.

an example of the differ-
ence in outside support for 
each side is the fact that, 
despite calls from secretary 
of state John Kerry and oth-
ers, the “starve until submis-
sion” campaign of the syrian 
government has continued, 
rahmani said.

“everyone has been talking 
about this starvation until 
submission campaign, yet we 
aren’t able to deliver aid to 
the besieged areas,” he said.

rahmani said he sees two 
possibilities for the end of the 
conf lict and expects a diplo-
matic resolution.

“it can only end one of two 
ways,” he said. “it can end in 
a brutal military victory for 
either side or it can end in a 
negotiated settlement, which 
is how many of these things 
end. i think it will end in a 
negotiated settlement, but 
i think we’re two or three 
years away from that.”

despite the tragedy of the 
current situation, rahmani 
said he remains optimis-
tic about syria’s future.“we 
should all have hope that 
syria will be a lot better than 
it was before this revolution,” 
he said.

groody, an associate pro-
fessor of theology, participat-
ed in the u.s. conference of 
catholic bishops’ delegation 
to egypt, lebanon, Jordan 
and Turkey to investigate the 
situation of syrian refugees. 

during his time working 
with refugees, groody vis-
ited mt. nebo, the mountain 
from the biblical account 

in which moses brief ly sees 
the promised land, and re-
f lected on how that vision is 
still important today as peo-
ple in the region seek peace 
and prosperity. he said the 
mountain sits amidst a “land 
of refugees” now just as it did 
in biblical times.

groody said once he be-
gan directly interacting with 
syrian refugees, it became an 
emotional experience.

“i had no words for what 
they were going through, 
by the end i was weeping,” 
groody said. “you could see 
a deep human vulnerabil-
ity. we can see the human 
face coming through in the 

children, in the people f lee-
ing to other countries.”

groody said he was moved 
by the generosity of Jordan 
and other countries neigh-
boring syria, but the refugees 
there continue to struggle 
and many still in syria are in-
ternally displaced.

“[The refugees] say the 
hardest part is the search for 
a place to call home,” groody 
said.

The concerted efforts of 
non-governmental orga-
nizations (ngos), various 
governments, churches, 
mosques and other groups 
are admirable, but “barely 
making a dent” in the needs 
of those suffering as a result 
of the crisis in syria, groody 
said.

sophomore Kelly mcgee, 
secretary of the arabic club, 
was one of the student orga-
nizers for the event. mcgee 
said the goal of the event 
was to show the notre dame 
community the human side 
of the conf lict from both a 
humanitarian and a theolog-
ical perspective. 

“we wanted to give a hu-
man face to the conf lict,” 
mcgee said. “when you 
read the news stories you 
are inundated with atroci-
ties and people can become 
numbers.”

mcgee said students 
worked for two months to 
organize the discussion and 
sophomore claire Kouatli, 
a student ambassador with 
catholic relief services 
brought in the two main 
speakers. mcgee said she 
considered the panel a suc-
cess for the group’s solidarity 
efforts.

“The turnout was great,” 

mcgee said. “The message we 
wanted to convey came out 
in both speakers’ remarks. i 
would definitely consider it a 
success.”

The group plans to con-
tinue their efforts in the 
spring with a poster cam-
paign, a model refugee camp 
event and writing letters to 
high school and college age 
syrians among other initia-
tives, mcgee said.

The event was sponsored by 
the center for civil & human 

rights, the center for social 
concerns, arabic club, red 
cross nd, peace Fellowship 
nd, student government and 
human rights nd. 

mcgee said anyone in-
terested in helping the 
student syrian solidar-
ity coalition can join them 
on Facebook to learn more 
at www.facebook.com/
groups/489258737855621/.  

Contact Christian Myers at  
cmyers8@nd.edu

Syria
conTinued From page 1

“I had no words for 
what they were 
going though, 
by the end I 
was weeping. 
... You could see 
a deep human 
vulnerability. We 
can see the human 
face coming 
through in the 
children, in the 
people fleeing to 
other countries.”
Fr. Dan Groody 
theology professor

Please recycle
The Observer.
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i’ve never celebrated my 80th birth-
day, so i can’t be sure how it would 
feel to have a close group of friends 
and family around me, celebrating 
the fact that i managed to dodge 
enough bullets to make it through 
80 years on this planet, though i can 
imagine it would be pretty amazing.

over Thanksgiving break, my 
grandpa turned 80, and his six kids 
(my dad included) threw him a sur-
prise birthday party. he and his 
sweetheart, my grandma, drove from 
st. louis to nashville to celebrate the 
holiday at our house a few days prior, 
not knowing that saturday, after we 
said our goodbyes, we would pack up 
and follow them back to st. louis for 
the celebration. 

while they were still at our house, 
my younger brother and i made it our 
mission to see how many stories we 
could get my grandpa to tell. eighty 
years and six wild kids mean that the 
man has a story for everything — i 
swear i’ve never heard the same one 
twice. The highlight was hearing 
about the time he caught my trouble-
maker uncle shooting a pellet gun at 
old ladies from a tree in the shop-n-
save parking lot. or maybe it was the 
time he and my grandma got a half-
hour down the road on the way back 
from a family vacation and realized 
they were missing a kid and none of 
the others bothered to tell them.

hearing all these stories and know-
ing that we were about to celebrate 
this man’s birthday whose cake, 
properly lit, would probably burn my 
aunt’s house down, made us all talk 
about how crazy it will be to turn 80, 
if we’re lucky enough to make it that 
far. we talked about the number of 
people we’ll know and crazy stories 
we’ll have, the number of adventures 
we’ll go on and holidays we’ll cel-
ebrate, the number of times we will 
have said “feels like just yesterday ... ” 
and muse over how quickly time f lies 
by.

i’ve always feared getting older and 
how fast the “best days of my life” 
are passing me by, but this weekend 
skewed my perspective just a bit. i’m 
not promising i won’t still cry at all 
the “lasts” that will happen this year 
as a senior, like i did standing in the 
student section at the end of the byu 
game last weekend, because i will. 
but when i’m done crying, i’ll think 
about how all these experiences are 
now a part of me, and are part of the 
arsenal of stories i can tell at my 80th 
birthday party, like my grandpa did 
this saturday. and that’ll be pretty 
cool.

Turning 
eighty

Maria Massa
graphics 

my apology for sports

This past saturday i was driving 
back from my aunt and uncle’s house 
in columbus, ohio, with my back-
pack in the backseat with me, with 
the intention of doing “work.” This 
is crunch time for me. i had to read 
a couple hundred pages in one book, 
write a 10-page essay for another, 
plan another 10-page essay for a 
different class and, of course, make 
some kind of progress on my senior 
thesis that i had been systematically 
avoiding. i have been gifted by god 
with the ability to read in the car 
without nausea — something that 
unfortunately plagues my family — 
so i figured that the five-hour car 
ride from columbus to south bend 
would give me a good opportunity to 
get some work done. 

wrong. it was a saturday in the 
fall. There was football. nevermind 
that there wasn’t a Tv with which 
to actually watch the game: we had 
a radio. we were going to listen to 
these games — more than listen 
though. we arranged a pit stop at a 
friend’s house in Toledo to watch the 
notre dame game. stepping into my 
friend’s living room, i witnessed a 
beautiful harmony between technol-
ogy and the human desire to watch 
sports: he had three active screens. 
Three. one was the big Tv with the 
nd-stanford game, the other was a 
projector with the alabam-auburn 
game (how ’bout that ending, huh?) 
and the other was a 13-inch laptop 
screen with baylor-Tcu. needless to 
say, i didn’t get any work done.

The word “apology” used in the 
title of this article is not an apology 
in the modern sense, where someone 
did something wrong and they’re 
asking for forgiveness. rather, it is 
being used in the classical sense, 
as an apologia, a justification of 

something. 
essentially, i’m trying to rational-

ize my excessive consumption of 
sports. usually, a spectacle like the 
one i witnessed in my friend’s living 
room would give me pause, setting 
off my dislike for modern consumer 
culture and my wariness of the role 
technology plays in our lives — but it 
doesn’t. sports, for me, are special. 

Football, believe it or not, is not 
even my favorite sport. being from 
los angeles, i grew up with the lore 
of laker basketball and dodger 
baseball. my favorite moments are 
Kirk gibson’s home run in game 1 
of the 1988 world series and derek 
Fisher’s 0.4 second game-winning 
shot against the spurs in the 2004 
western conference Finals. 

These moments are not only re-
vered by me, a fan of the two teams, 
but universally re-watched and re-
watched by fans of all teams, includ-
ing the teams who lost. That is why 
i took time out while i was abroad 
in santiago last spring to watch the 
heat-pacers and heat-spurs nba 
playoff series. These games were 
stunning examples of human excel-
lence drawn out in a competition. i 
recall one play series in the pacers-
heat games where paul george and 
lebron James went back and forth 
with a big dunk and a deep three-
ball, only to high-five each other af-
terwards, as if to say, “Keep playing 
well, this is good.” For those of you 
who don’t know, george and James 
were on opposite teams.

i guess what i’m trying to say is 
that sports, for me, is an art form. in 
the theory of multiple intelligences, 
one of the intelligences is called 
“kinesthetic intelligence,” which is 
fancy talk for saying that someone is 
athletic. There are athletic geniuses 
in the world, much in the same 
way there are musical geniuses, 
mathematical geniuses and liter-
ary geniuses. when we see a master 

athlete perform his sport, it is akin 
to seeing a master composer lead a 
symphony. 

sports also have an intense 
pedagogy. albert camus, a great 
French-algerian philosopher of the 
20th century was also a great soc-
cer player. he played goalkeeper for 
a semi-pro team in algeria before 
tuberculosis inhibited him from 
playing further. when asked later 
about his experience playing soc-
cer, he replied, “after many years 
during which i saw many things, 
what i know most surely about mo-
rality and the duty of man i owe to 
sport and learned it in the [racing 
universitaire d’alger, the team 
camus played for].” The discipline, 
the drive and the fraternity of sports 
serve as life lessons for those who 
play them right. i could tell you that 
from cyo basketball [catholic youth 
organization, a group that organizes 
activities for young catholics in the 
united states and the phillipines]. 

i’m not denying that there is no dark 
side to sports. much in the same way 
the music industry can pervert an art 
form and bend it to different ends, 
the sports industry can do the same. i 
don’t like how much our governments 
subsidize sports while neglecting 
other arts. i don’t like how the current 
sports structure in much of the world 
preys upon people in poverty, often 
times in a racially charged way. i don’t 
like the obscene amounts of money 
involved in sports. still, when i have a 
chance to see a master at their craft, 
i feel compelled to stop, watch and 
wonder. 

Robert Alvarez is a a senior political 
science major living in Zahm House. He 
welcomes all dialogue on the viewpoints 
he expresses. He can be reached at   
ralvare4@nd.edu

The views expressed in the Inside 
Column are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of The Observer.
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when i first stepped foot on this 
campus three and a half years ago, 
i had every intention to transfer out 
within the year. in my head, i had a 
clear vision of what i wanted out of my 
college experience: lots of partying, 
resources facilitating an exploration of 
religious and/or spiritual beliefs and 
a campus in which i could wear what-
ever i want without receiving double 
takes (among other things). 

notre dame was not at all the cam-
pus that would offer any of these 
things, and this was extremely clear 
within my first 24 hours here. notre 
dame’s du lac set up strict standards 
of behavioral expectations on campus, 
which seemed to leave no room for 
the wild ragers i had pictured myself 
attending for four years. The catholic 
identity of notre dame was pervasive 
throughout the campus, and any sign 
of a non-catholic community was 
completely invisible at that point. and 
of course, in Freshman orientation, 
we had a strict, uniform display of 
compulsive dorm pride. The Frosh-o 
t-shirts disappeared after a few days, 
but the uniform of campus did not. 

perhaps it was the homogeneity in 

background of notre dame students, 
but i found that the 4,000 men and 
4,000 women of this campus ubiq-
uitously possessed an eerily similar 
sense of fashion, and anyone who devi-
ated from this norm was immediately 
noticeable, such as the “girl with blue 
hair” or the “guy with dreadlocks.”

in short, notre dame was not what 
i pictured my college years looking 
like. The adjustment from my expecta-
tions to reality was a difficult one, ex-
acerbated by the shell-shock of being 
displaced from an extremely progres-
sive city to an arguably conservative 
bubble campus. and yet, not every-
thing about notre dame was terrible. 
i was fortunate to have been randomly 
placed with freshman roommates who 
shared comparable disillusionment 
with notre dame. my resident as-
sistant during my freshman year was 
incredibly supportive of all her fresh-
man, from the most “domed-out” to 
the most willing to transfer tomorrow. 

These first relationships on this 
campus were pivotal for me, and grad-
ually i realized that while perhaps i 
shared little in common with the ma-
jority of campus, such differences did 
not preclude the ability to form deep, 
long-lasting relationships with the 
students here. by the time my fresh-
man year spring break came around, i 

found myself excited to return to cam-
pus — to my clubs, to my friends and 
to cavanaugh. 

as a senior, i have been asked mul-
tiple times what i would do if i could 
rewind time. if i could go back and do it 
again, would i still have attended notre 
dame, would i still have stayed here 
instead of transferring? it is certainly a 
difficult question to answer, especially 
when i hear about the experiences my 
friends have on other campuses — 
their schedules consisting of a class ex-
ploring the history of socialism in the 
world of science, followed by a quick 
bout of surfing, followed by a wine and 
cheese discussion of the upanishads. 
when faced with stories of what i per-
ceived to be my college dream, it is 
easier to lean towards a “no.” 

but the truth is, notre dame af-
fected me in a way that i believe no 
other campus could have. a good 
friend who is an avid video gamer 
liked to compare attending to notre 
dame to playing a video game on 
“hard mode,” and it is precisely that for 
many people in many ways. however, 
playing anything on easy mode does 
nothing in terms of character develop-
ment, in terms of finding a sense of 
self, in terms of building strength and 
fortitude. The lord calls us to take 
up the cross that he has given us, not 

because it is easy, but because it is 
worth it. notre dame has been worth 
it for me. notre dame has given me the 
ability to communicate, relate to and 
love individuals whose beliefs differ 
starkly from my own. notre dame has 
challenged me to go the extra mile, 
to work to find the social opportuni-
ties i wished to experience, and if they 
did not already exist, to create them. 
above all, notre dame has filled me 
with a deep commitment to social 
justice, to fighting the “good fight,” to 
actively working to eradicate injustice 
within our society to the best of my 
ability.

i know that this story is not particu-
larly unique. i know that a great deal of 
students have experienced this com-
plicated relationship with our campus. 
it is okay to dislike notre dame. it is 
okay to feel like you don’t belong here. 
it is okay to have a college dream that 
differs from this reality. but some-
times, life has a way of providing you 
not at all what you want, but exactly 
what you need.

Mia Lillis is a senior living in 
Cavanaugh Hall. She can be reached at 
mlillis@nd.edu

The views expressed in this column 
are those of the author and not   
necessarily those of The Observer.
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Editor’s note: This article appeared 
originally on the website of Notre 
Dame Magazine on March 18. The 
Observer is running this piece in a two 
part series, the first of which ran  
yesterday, Thursday, Dec. 5.

The author of this piece will give a 
presentation titled “Poverty, Hunger 
and the Legacy of Alan Sondej,” 
sponsored by the Center for Social 
Concerns, on Sunday, Dec. 8, from 
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in the Andrews 
Auditorium in the Geddes Hall 
basement.

The next time i saw him was in late 
march. he was walking in the snow 
on eddy street. i stopped my car and 
offered him a ride. he had a duffel bag 
slung over his substantial shoulders 
and he said he was going to the train 
station, and he waited for me to say i 
could take him that far, which i did. 

as we drove through town in my 
brand-new corvette, a perk from 
my days at west point where cadets 
were paid a salary as members of the 
united states army, i found myself 
wondering what he was thinking. 
perhaps he was bewildered at the 
extravagance, or was thinking of the 
mouths he could feed with the money 
it took to buy that car. i know i was 
thinking of those things, and feeling 
somewhat embarrassed, though the 
thought of doing anything about it 
was f leeting. i wanted it to go away. 

most likely, though, alan was 

passing no judgment at all. he said 
he was headed back overseas. his 
work at notre dame was over for 
now. he thanked me for the ride and 
i wished him good luck, and that 
was the last time i saw alan sondej. 
afterwards i thought he probably 
had been looking forward to the 
walk. he’d probably wanted some 
exercise, and yet he was too polite to 
turn down my offer lest he hurt my 
feelings. 

casey and alan fell out of touch 
sometime in the 80s. and alan 
couldn’t have attended their 20th 
high school reunion in 1969 because 
he had already died, in march 1988. 
my reaction when James told me the 
news got me thinking about death, 
because i needed an explanation for 
the incredible sadness — a feeling 
almost like horror — that i felt that 
night on the phone. it was not only 
the fact that he’d died, but the way he 
had died, that affected me. 

we don’t generally dwell on death, 
but when it hits home, the finality of 
it can certainly affect a person’s per-
spective. we get notice of that finality 
at funerals — that someday we, too, 
will be there. we cry for ourselves, 
our collective selves, really. indeed, 
at alan sondej’s funeral, as we later 
learned, his visibly shaken sister 
had spoken of her brother and said, 
“we cry today as a family, but they 
are tears of joy, not of pain, for being 
blessed with someone as special as 
al.” That’s a beautiful sentiment, but 
it’s a hard one to attain, especially in 
the face of such grief. 

alan’s death was not something i 

wanted to believe right away. i won-
dered: had he been married? had 
he found a woman of a mind like his 
own? had he started a family? had he 
been happy? what had his life meant 
in the end? 

Then James told me the rest: that 
alan had died as a volunteer fireman, 
from complications from burns he’d 
suffered while trying to save a life in a 
fire. it all seemed so sadly consistent. 
There he was again, out helping others, 
not being paid to do it but volunteer-
ing, now risking his life. once back in 
the developed world, where the size of 
one’s bank account is the most promi-
nent statement of success or failure, 
alan sondej had quietly gone about the 
business of helping others, and he had 
found anonymity — and his demise. 
The man who had risked his life for an-
other had paid the ultimate price, and 
in a horrible way in which he likely had 
suffered greatly. 

casey contacted alan’s father, and 
more of the details came out. alan 
had been taking graduate courses 
at the university of maryland and 
had been working for the hyattsville 
volunteer Fire department for the 
past 11 years. he was planning to 
go back overseas to teach sustain-
able agriculture techniques in Third 
world villages. on Jan. 27, 1988, on 
what was scheduled to be his last 
night with the department, his unit 
was called to a house fire. hearing 
that a woman was trapped inside the 
house, he and other firefighters went 
back inside to find her. a f lash-over 
caused the room alan was searching 
to become totally engulfed in f lames. 

it turned out the woman had es-
caped to a neighbor’s house just be-
fore the firefighters had arrived. alan 
was badly burned in the process, and 
although in the ensuing weeks he 
appeared to be recovering, his burns 
had been putting a massive strain on 
his heart and other organs. nearly 
two months later, on march 16, he 
died.

i’m still going about my business 
these days, trying to hold my own in 
the context of western success, now be-
ing responsible for providing for a two-
year-old son, and still searching for 
answers. we publicize heroes and anti-
heroes so well in our society that we 
seem to enjoy making people famous 
and infamous. we put actors, athletes 
and murderers all on the covers of all 
the same magazines. we reward people 
we admire for leading large corpora-
tions and winning elections or national 
championships and rarely question our 
values in any real depth. 

wasn’t it typical that alan sondej 
died in obscurity, that even at his 
high school reunion, over a year af-
ter his death, no one knew what had 
happened to him? it was his kind of 
living that could teach us something. 
maybe by taking the time to remem-
ber him, we might yet learn some-
thing from his death.

Terrence Rogers is a member of the 
Class of 1979 B.A., 1979 B.S. and 2011 
LL.M. He can be reached at  
tscrogers@aol.com

The views expressed in this column 
are those of the author and not  
necessarily those of The Observer.
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like i pointed out in the previous installment 
of the Top 20 albums of 2013 countdown, there 
are bound to be disagreements when putting 
together a ranked list of this nature.  This time 
through, John darr definitely thought less of 
arcade Fire’s “reflektor” than i did. earlier this 
month he wrote about the most overrated al-
bums of the year, and featured the record in 
that article.

in fact, not only did i anticipate rifts in the 
making of the list, but also in its reception. i 
encourage debate on everything from where 
albums are ranked, inclusions and exclusions 
and even which tracks we chose to represent 
the albums. The year-end countdown helps 
create a healthy dialog regarding art. it also 
provides a platform to connect with others 
and maybe have conversations you might not 
normally have with other people you might not 
regularly have conversations with. This is one 
of the reasons i got excited to help undertake 
this project. now, on to the music. 

10. “loud city Song” — Julia Holter

By JOHN DARR 

if you’ve had the opportunity to walk 
through a grand city at night, you might have 
noticed that different blocks move in differ-
ent ways. one street might be full of rushing 
cars and groups of laughing friends stepping 
quickly down the sidewalk. a block over, each 
sentence from a couple at a nearby café slips 
into the air and hovers amidst silence. The park 
hosts whispered secrets and the quiet steps of 
unseen creatures. The rhythm of the night is 
constantly changing to the walker and com-
pletely immersive to one who stands still.

This is the nature of holter’s modern master-
piece “loud city song,” an album that twists 
and turns down roads that are alternately loud 
and soft, wondrous and contained, dark and 
light. holter’s unique blend of acoustic and 
electronic elements in a spacious, often mini-
malist atmosphere creates a sound unlike any 
of her songwriter contemporaries. “loud city 

song” is a collection of pieces that often defy 
choruses and verses, ideas that transcend song 
structure and become something more purely 
musical. it’s truly an experimental work, and 
yet its warm sound makes it an incredibly invit-
ing accessible listen. if you find yourself longing 
for some new roads or adventurous alleys one 
night, just close your eyes, open your imagina-
tion and let holter sing you into her world.

choice cuts: The entire album. honestly.

9. “reflektor” — arcade fire

By MATT McMAHON 

Frontman win butler and the rest of indie 
rock juggernaut collective arcade Fire simply 
know how to put together an album. actually, 
when they release music, it becomes an event 
— highly anticipated and speculated — not just 
an album.  so with the release of “reflektor,” 
which was probably their most talked about re-
lease as a result of the band’s growing popular-
ity in the mainstream and the amount of news 
surrounding the album, there were bound to 
be a lot of expectations.

with the sheer grandeur of the album, 
arcade Fire meets these expectations and 
succeeds. produced by electronic dance guru 
James murphy, of lcd soundsystem, ev-
ery track on “reflektor” finds an undeniable 
groove and rolls with it. hook heavy, the songs 
exhibit world music influence and flutter be-
tween a myriad of genre styles. The two-sided 
album clocks in at 75 minutes, but it’s the fast-
est, most engaging 75 minutes a double album 
can be. and when the focus turns to the lyrical 
content, the best moments makes the listener 
— what else besides — reflect.

choice cuts: “reflektor,” “here comes the 
night Time,” “afterlife”

8. “run the Jewels” — run the Jewels

By MATT McMAHON 

if Jay-Z and Kanye west had more of a pur-
pose on “watch the Throne” and were pissed 

they weren’t as famous as they are, the collabo-
ration would be called run The Jewels.  Two of 
2012’s finest rappers, Killer mike and el-p, who 
both put out excellent albums last year featur-
ing each other’s work, rap from the streets in-
stead of a benz. one hard-hitting song after the 
other, “run The Jewels” never relents through 
it’s blistering, high-paced 33 minutes.

The origins of the album came from the duo 
wanting to have songs toperform together on 
their shared tour. yet, the results are nothing 
quickly put together.  Featuring dizzying levels 
of interior and exterior rhyme schemes, the two 
write and rap trading blows while interweav-
ing verses, challenging each other with furious 
flows and mostly friendly one-upmanship. 
From the outside, if either one calls you out its 
terrifying, but listening as a bystander you have 
almost as much fun as you can tell the two had 
creating the album.

choice cuts: “get it,” “ddFh,” “sea legs” 

7. “immunity” — Jon Hopkins

By JOHN DARR 

The past couple years has seen a near-me-
teoric rise in groove-driven electronic music. 
burial, Tycho, John Talabot, xxyyxx, Flume, 
bonobo and more have melded dance beats 
with genres like ambient, chillwave and instru-
mental hip-hop to achieve new and exciting 
sounds that have garnered critical respect and 
in some cases commercial attention. however, 
many such efforts are inconsistent, boasting as 
many failed experiments as successes.

“immunity” is a welcome exception. a 
beast of a record, Jon hopkins’ latest album 
is an incredibly ambitious work that marries 
earthy samples of ambient noise and clatter 
to gorgeous musical tapestries. The songs are 
incredibly patient, allowing each melody and 
drumbeat space to breathe and evolve before 
joining with additional sonic elements. and 
while many “patient,” slow-moving records 
fail to hold listeners’ attention, the sheer beauty 
of hopkins’ arrangements and the incredible 

textures of his samples allow him to stretch 
songs far beyond many of his contemporaries. 
it’s a soundtrack so deep and colorful that it 
needs no visual accompaniment. 

choice cuts: “collider,” “immunity,” 
“breathe This air”

6. “random access memories” — daft 
Punk 

By JOHN DARR 

random access memories was the album 
that shouldn’t have worked. before r.a.m., daft 
punk hadn’t released a studio album in eight 
years. both their last studio album and the one 
musical project during that eight-year period 
(the soundtrack for disney’s “Tron: legacy”) 
were critical failures. since daft punk’s prime, 
the electronic music scene has made huge 
leaps forward. much of the most experimental 
and forward-thinking music falling under the 
electronic label. The world had every reason 
to expect r.a.m. to be dated, irrelevant and 
mediocre.

and then came lead single “get lucky” 
with ridiculously groovy guitar riffs, insanely 
catchy chorus and unforgettable party-ready 
lyrics. get lucky seamlessly combined daft 
punk’s penchant for repetitive catchiness and 
clean-cut production with real instruments 
and guitar legend nile rogers to achieve some-
thing rarely seen in the pop music scene — a 
restrained dance anthem.

The rest of the album followed in the suc-
cess of its lead single. r.a.m. is an artistic vi-
sion crafted out of perfect pop songs (“instant 
crush,” “lose yourself to dance”), sprawl-
ing musical journeys (“giorgio by moroder,” 
“Touch”) and transitional tracks and experi-
ments that add cohesion and variety. it’s an 
amazing crossover record from an already-
prominent group. random access memory is 
a miracle of an album. don’t deny yourself the 
magic.

choice cuts: “Touch,” “get lucky,” “doin’ it 
right”

By MADDIE DALY
scene writer

if you’ve ever been to a dance recital or a 
ballet performance, you are probably used 
to sitting in a crowded, dark theater, craning 
your neck to catch a glimpse of the graceful, 
costumed dancers on a lit-up stage.  although 
this can be a fun and exciting experience, it is 
also full of distractions that take away from 
the purpose of the show: to convey a story 
through movement.  on saturday, notre 
dame’s own Transpose [dance collective] 
will be performing their winter showcase 
which demonstrates pure, raw talent with-
out all the superfluous accessories.  

completely student-run, Transpose is 
a modern dance group that prides itself 
on nontraditional performances that are 
completely free of charge. according to 
Transpose president lexie below, “the 
company is composed of members with 
a wide range of dance experience — from 

those who have been dancing since they 
were in diapers to those who have just re-
cently discovered an interest in dance.” 

The group strives for equality and al-
lows for members ranging from freshmen 
to seniors to choreograph instead of having 
a completely upperclassmen-run leading 
force, making for a friendly atmosphere and 
a great learning experience for all involved.    

every semester, Transpose puts on a show, 
performing choreography they have been 
inventing and learning for roughly three 
months. The majority of the show is modern 
or contemporary dance, but due to the di-
versity of the members’ dance background, 
aspects of ballet, jazz and hip-hop are usu-
ally incorporated. each show also has a 
theme, ranging in the past from technology 
to color to nature. since there are multiple 
choreographers, having a theme helps them 
keep the show coherent and uniform. This 
year’s theme is “citybeat” and will be per-
formed in the oak room of south dining 

hall. Transpose member Katie Fusco de-
scribed what the audience can expect with 
the group’s unique performance location.  

“in the oak room, we partitioned off the 
size of the stage essentially, so people can sit 
and stand around. we used to use an entire 
space, for example when we performed in 
stinson-remick, we were moving around 
the entire building. we even put some people 
on the elevators to dance, but we’ve found it’s 
nice to stay in one place,” Fusco said. “it’s 
cool to have a different backdrop for dance. 
it’s a very intimate performance. you don’t 
have those bright lights or the darkness. it’s 
just you and the audience. it’s kind of scary, 
but it’s fun. it’s just a different perspective of 
dance.”

one of Fusco’s favorite parts about be-
ing involved in the performing arts at notre 
dame is how interactive all the groups are. 
she said that this show will feature project 
Fresh, or pfresh, an upbeat hip-hop dance 
group, who happened to feature Transpose 

in their spring show last semester. 
“last spring pfresh’s april show was a 

competition, and our piece, choreographed 
by Julia hart to ‘red hands’ by walk off the 
earth, won judge’s choice, so we’re kind of 
riding off that high now,” Fusco said.  

This year’s show is saturday at 2 p.m. in 
the oak room of south dining hall.  The 
audience can expect an hour-long story 
told through narration and dance and an 
up-front look at the raw emotion of modern 
dance. 

anyone interested in joining Transpose 
[dance collective] should email pose@
nd.edu for more information, and auditions 
for the spring show will be held in January. 
however, the best way to get a feel for the 
group would be to go to their free show to-
morrow afternoon to experience dance like 
you never have before.  

Contact Maddie Daly at                           
mdaly6@nd.edu 

EMILY HOFFMAN | The Observer
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By CAELIN MILTKO
scene writer 

with the release of “best song ever” 
in July, i couldn’t say that i predicted 
any change in what i perceived as one 
direction’s signature very boy band, very 
pop sound. while i guessed the part of me 
that loves the backstreet boys would enjoy 
“midnight memories” intensely, i didn’t 
expect anything different from their pre-
vious two albums.

The new album is much more guitar-
based than either “Take me home” or “up 
all night” with the added bonus that the 
boys themselves actually wrote the songs 
(a skill i’ve always admired). That being 
said, the album does not represent a sig-
nificant shift in what has made the band 
so popular — the songs are still odes to 
young love meant to make teenage girls 
swoon with tenaciously catchy lyrics that 
stay in your head for days.

one direction’s new album comes right 
off the heels of their “Take me home” tour. 

it is the group’s third album since 
their debut as a group on britain’s “The 
X-Factor” and their subsequent signing 
with simon cowell’s syco records. almost 
two weeks after its official release date, 
“midnight memories” has topped the u.s. 
charts, becoming the first group to reach 
no. 1 with three consecutive albums since 
The monkees in 1967.

The second single off the album, “story 
of my life” is the only one written by all 
five members of the band. as an introduc-
tion to the album, it definitely represented 
the shift one direction tries to make in 
“midnight memories” better than “best 
song ever.” 

The sixth track on the album, “don’t 
Forget where you belong,” was written 
by band member niall horan and Tom 
Fletcher, danny Jones and dougie poynter 
of mcFly. The song focuses on harmonies 
between the five boys of one direction as 
they give homage to the changes in their 
lives while expressing their love for home.

The album also allowed some of the boys 

to show off their range as the lead vocals 
where in previous albums harry styles 
had dominated the vocals. specifically 
standing out here are the songs “strong” 
and “right now.”

“strong” was co-written by band mem-
bers liam payne and louis Tomlinson 
and features Zayn malik. malik has the 
opportunity to show off his vocal range, 
opening up the ballad with a deep sound 
that fans didn’t necessarily expect from 
the boy typically relied upon to reach the 
high notes. 

payne, styles and Tomlinson with ryan 
Tedder of onerepublic wrote “right now.” 
it features Tomlinson on lead vocals, pro-
viding further variety for a band that had 
typically relied on styles’ voice for songs 
like this.

For those into something with a little 
more rock style, “little black dress” will 
suit them perfectly. The 10th track on 
the album picks up the pace on the al-
bum and offers a different type of dance 
tune than typically offered by the band. 

guitar-based, the song has been heralded 
as a throwback to the rock bands of the 70s 
and 80s.

“Through the dark” is a love ballad that 
will pull at any girl’s heartstrings. it’s one 
of the songs that reminds many girls why 
they are just a little bit in love with the boy 
band, as they promise “to carry you over 
fire and water for your love.”

as a dancing tune, “does he Know?” 
takes the album. it’s the type of song that 
induces foot tapping and wilr dancing and 
lip-synching when the roommate’s gone. 

overall, “midnight memories” offers 
minor shifts in one direction’s sound 
making them more appealing as a boy 
band even if they never quite find a theme 
outside of young love and heartbreak. For 
fans, the new album offers a slightly edg-
ier set on their old themes and for others, 
“midnight memories” offers something 
good as well.

Contact Caelin Miltko at                                     
cmoriari@nd.edu

By ELAINE YU
scene writer

excitement is brewing in downtown 
south bend and it’s coming from the morris 
performing arts center. Jersey boys has 
stepped out from its broadway home into 
south bend and they are bringing their 
a-game. The charming, laugh-out-loud 
performance will surely make you want to 
bust out in song and dance the whole night 
through. 

Jersey boys is the story of Frankie valli 
and his group, the Four seasons: Frankie 
valli (nick cosgrove), bob gaudio (Jason 
Kappus), Tommy devito (nicholas 
dromard) and nick massi (brandon 
andrus). This musical shows how a group 
of blue-collar boys from new Jersey trans-
forms into rock and roll hall of Famers.  

while The Four seasons got their start in 
the 1960’s, the music is by no means outdat-
ed. who can forget hits like “can’t Take my 
eyes off of you,” in “10 Things i hate about 
you” and “big girl don’t cry” in “dirty 
dancing”?

The entire performance, especially the 
sways and falsetto, were memorable. but 
there was one thing that made me literally 
close my eysy. periodically throughout the 
show, comic-book style artwork would pop 
up on a screen at the rear of the stage and 
it would semi-blind the audiencd. in addi-
tion to being incredibly bright, i was slightly 
confused as to the value the artwork added. 

but all in all, the singing, the costumes, 

the dancing and the props were everything 
you would expect from a Tony, gramy and 
laurence olivier award-winning musical. 
Just a hint, be prepared to have these songs 
stuck in your head for a good while.  

i got the chance to go backstage and meet 
with two of the show’s stars, marlana dunn 
and Thomas Fiscella. dunn plays mary 
delgado and 12 other parts, and Fiscella 
plays gyp dicarlo and three other parts. 

The Observer: how do you guys feel to be 
a part of Jersey boys?

Dunn: it’s awesome. This is a show that 
everyone can relate to. The music is very 
relatable and the story is very relatable es-
pecially to those of us in the entertainment 
industry. by the end of the show, everyone 
is up on their feet and dancing. so it doesn’t 
matter what kind of day any of us have had, 
any of the audience have had: we are all 
smiling, laughing and crying by the end. it’s 
really awesome to be a part of something 
like this. 

Fiscella: when people come to see the 
show, their energy is so high because the 
expectation is there. They’ve heard about 
it from their friends or they’ve seen it 
themselves or they were listening to the 
soundtrack online. That level of excitement 
and anticipation is great for a performer so 
it’s a real thrill when we show up in a town 
like south bend and we know the anticipa-
tion level is high. it’s great for us because we 
love the story that we tell and we love shar-
ing it with people. before i was a performer 
in the show, i saw it as an audience member 

so i felt that same level of excitement. now i 
feel like i get to have that repeat experience 
every night. 

O: now that you are on the other side of 
it playing multiple roles, how do you switch 
between characters? is there one you like 
playing the best?

D: i play mary, Frankie’s wife, and Tom 
plays gyp. i have 12 other characters that 
i have to play. collectively there are only 
three girls in the show and we play over 50 
characters so it’s a little crazy. but the cos-
tumes and the wigs and everything, it all 
helps you to transform. some of the chang-
es happen very quickly. i have the quickest 
change in the show and it is eight seconds 
so shifting from one person to the other, you 
kind of have to play on your schizophrenia. 

F: i love playing the mob guy, [gyp 
dicarlo], and he’s certainly a favorite be-
cause of who he is and how he influences 
the story. but i also love the smaller char-
acters that i play. i play this bowling alley 
owner who just takes one look at these guys 
and basically says, “no, you’re not going to 
play in my bowling alley and i don’t want 
your kind here.” i love who this guy is be-
cause he is a real character   — he is a really 
strong character and he just shows up, says 
what he says and leaves. To me, it’s about be-
ing a part of the fabric, being one thread in 
the fabric of this whole tapestry of the story. 

D: yes and all these characters are 100 
percent real people. 

F: There is a police officer that is seen in 
the show and he didn’t have a name at first. 

a guy showed up, sees the show and says, 
“hey, i was that police officer.” so they veri-
fied that through the real Frankie and the 
real bob and sure enough, now we have to 
say this is officer petrillo because that is the 
real guy. 

O: what is your favorite part of the show?
D: The show is about Frankie valli and 

the Four seasons so the women in the show 
are slightly less prominent. but of course 
we serve a purpose in telling the story. so 
something about my character is that she is 
a really nice arch. The love between her and 
Frankie, the not-so-great times and the re-
ally bad times — you see it all. so it’s fun to 
be able to a play such a strong, funny, foxy 
woman. but my favorite song is “who loves 
you.” i love that, every single night!

F: “who loves you” is way up there and it 
really is a culmination of the show where so 
many of the elements come together in that 
moment and you can’t help but get excited 
about it. but i also like even very small, non-
big-spectacle moments in the show. There 
is some very honest work that happens that 
you wouldn’t necessarily see in a huge spec-
tacle type of show. There are some really 
small moments, just little exchanges and 
moments from the heart. Those to me are 
as thrilling as the big spectacle moments. 

Jersey boys runs for approximately two-
and-a-half hours, including and 15-minute 
intermission through dec. 8 in the morris 
performing arts center. Tickets start at $28.

Contact Elaine Yu at iyu@nd.edu
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Winston will not face 
sexual assault charges

Associated Press

Tallahassee, Fla. — 
Florida state quarterback 
and heisman hopeful Jameis 
winston will not face any 
charges in a sexual assault case, 
mostly because there were too 
many gaps in his accuser’s sto-
ry, a prosecutor said Thursday.

state attorney willie meggs 
said the woman’s memory 
lapses about the events last 
december were problematic 
and there was not enough evi-
dence to win a conviction.

“it’s not inconsistencies, it’s 
lack of memory most of the 
time,” meggs said.

The woman told police she 
had been drinking at a bar with 
friends and went home with a 
man she didn’t know. she said 
she the alleged assault took 
place at an off-campus apart-
ment, but she couldn’t remem-
ber where it was.

a month later, she identified 
her alleged attacker as the quar-
terback. winston’s attorney 
said the sex was consensual.

The quarterback said in a 
statement he was relieved.

“it’s been difficult to stay si-
lent through this process, but i 
never lost faith in the truth and 
in who i am,” winston said.

The alleged assault hap-
pened long before winston 
became a star on the national 

stage. reports about an inves-
tigation didn’t surface in the 
public until last month, as the 
redshirt freshman was well 
into a remarkable season with 
Florida state.

winston, 19, has led the 
seminoles to a no. 1 ranking 
and a shot at a national cham-
pionship if they defeat duke on 
saturday in the acc title game. 
as for the heisman, many vot-
ers were waiting to see whether 
he would be charged before 
casting their ballot. The dead-
line is monday and winston is 
considered a leading contender 
for the trophy for the nation’s 
top player. it will be awarded 
dec. 14.

The accuser’s family has 
been sharply critical of the 
Tallahassee police department, 
accusing the agency of de-
laying the investigation and 
discouraging her from going 
forward with the case because 
of the public attention it would 
receive.

“The victim has grave con-
cerns that her experience, as it 
unfolded in the public eye and 
through social media, will dis-
courage other victims of rape 
from coming forward and re-
porting,” according to a state-
ment from the accuser and her 
family.

The associated press does 
not identify alleged victims of 

sexual assault.
on Thursday, specific details 

of the alleged assault were re-
leased. The woman told police 
she and friends were drinking 
at potbelly’s and said she re-
membered getting into a cab 
with a man she didn’t know.

at the apartment, she said 
she tried to fight the man off, 
but he wouldn’t stop. at some 
point, she said another man 
came into the room and told her 
attacker to stop, but he didn’t.

her next memory was of the 
suspect dressing her, putting 
her on a scooter and dropping 
her off at a campus intersection. 
once she got back to her room, 
she called police and later went 
to the hospital.

police said they opened an 
investigation and were collect-
ing evidence when they were 
told in February she didn’t 
want to pursue the charges. 
The woman’s attorney has de-
nied she wanted to drop the 
investigation.

winston refused to be inter-
viewed by police and has not 
answered questions from the 
media. Two of his teammates 
backed his story in statements 
they gave last month to an in-
vestigator for the quarterback’s 
attorney, Timothy Jansen. 
The statements were part of 
an investigative file released 
Thursday.

King of the court 
... and movies?

what is an nba star sup-
posed to do when he becomes 
too big for the game that made 
him famous?

show business, obviously.
once a player has tran-

scended the realm of the 
average player, basketball 
becomes boring for him. 
posterizing dunks are mun-
dane. behind-the-back passes 
are just blah. stepping onto 
the court no longer holds 
the same thrill and excite-
ment that it did when he was 
a younger. Thus, rather than 
step on the court, the player 
steps onto the stage. The best 
example of this is michael 
Jordan.

remember when michael 
Jordan defeated a group of 
power-hungry aliens along-
side bill murray and newman 
in order to save the looney 
Tune characters from being 
kidnapped and objected to a 
lifetime of forced servitude? 

i do, and it was awesome. 
no longer could mere mortal 

human beings beat michael 
Jordan in basketball — they all 
tried and failed. The game had 
become too simple for him. 
so Jordan had to take down 
a horde of extraterrestrials 
in order to show the universe 
that he was the best basketball 
player to ever step or leap onto 
a court. 

sadly, this never happened 
in real life, but it goes to show 
michael Jordan had become 
so good the only things that 
could come close to beating 
him were made-up characters 
in a movie. in order to play 
out this imagined scenario, 
Jordan had to become an 
actor. 

since the early 1990s, it 
seems to be the ultimate goal 
of an nba player to become 
a movie star, television series 
regular, director/producer 
or even a rapper — anything 
more than just an nba player. 

shaquille o’neal tried to 
be both a movie star and rap-
per. he starred in the movie 
Kazaam and steel in 1996 and 
1997, respectively. both mov-
ies were terrifically bad. shaq 
also rapped. he produced four 
albums (shaq diesel, shaq Fu: 
da return, you can’t stop the 
reign and respect) by 1996. 
what happened to the fifth 
album, shaq attack is back? 

early in his career, Kobe 
bryant also dabbled in the 
hip-hop game. he rapped with 
a group called cheiZaw. he 
was signed to sony records in 
1998 and had a song with Tyra 
banks entitled “K.o.b.e.,” but 

was dropped from the label by 
2000. he should have rapped 
about shaq. 

Kevin durant recently 
starred in a movie called 
Thunderstruck, where he 
switched talents with a clum-
sy teenager. clever. 

dwyane wade is currently 
working on a sitcom called 
“Three the hard way” for 
FoX. The sitcom will be about 
an nba player who is also a 
single father. clever.

but what about wade’s 
teammate, “The King?” with 
all of the other nba stars look-
ing for fame beyond the nba, 
it was only a matter of time 
before the drama-loving diva, 
lebron James, actualized his 
dream to be in a hollywood 
movie. unfortunately, the film 
is not an in-depth tear-jerker 
about the confused misun-
derstood superstar entitled 
indecision.James will work 
alongside comedian Kevin 
hart in a movie called ballers, 
which centers around the 
younger brother of an nba 
star attending a fantasy bas-
ketball camp. obviously, hart 
will play the nba star, and 
James will play the unknown 
brother. Filming is supposed 
to begin in miami next sum-
mer. can’t wait.

once again, James has 
missed a huge opportunity to 
do something momentous in 
his career. 

he should have done a se-
quel to space Jam — space 
Jam-packed. 

Thufferin Thuccotash. who 
wouldn’t want to see that? 

lebron James, bugs bunny, 
lola bunny, daffy duck, 
sylvester the cat, Tweety, 
yosemite sam, elmer Fudd. 
all make a triumphant return 
to inter-stellar basketball to 
overcome another invasion of 
hapless aliens who gain super 
skills. 

hart, like bill murray, could 
have been the cool comedian 
friend, who, at 5-foot-3, is ill 
equipped to play basketball 
but has a lot of heart. Jonah 
hill could easily step into the 
bumbling roll of wayne Knight 
and play stan, the over-eager 
lebron James pleaser.Think 
about it. This movie would be 
so bad — like every other nba 
player’s attempt at fame out-
side the league — but it would 
be oh so good. 

and then the conversa-
tion could commence about 
whether Jordan or James is the 
best ever looney Tunes savior.        

Contact Isaac Lorton at  
ilorton@nd.edu. 
The views expressed in this 
Sports Authority are those of 
the author and not necessarily 
those of The Observer.

Isaac Lorton
sports writer

Heavyweight champ 
mulls political career

Associated Press

Kiev, ukraine  — Towering 
over his fellow protest lead-
ers, vitali Klitschko, the reign-
ing world heavyweight boxing 
champion, has emerged as 
ukraine’s most popular oppo-
sition figure and has ambitions 
to become its next president.

Thanks to his sports-hero 
status and reputation as a pro-
western politician untainted 
by ukraine’s frequent corrup-
tion scandals, the 6-foot 7-inch 
Klitschko has surpassed jailed 
former prime minister yulia 
Tymoshenko in opinion polls.

as massive anti-govern-
ment protests continue to grip 
ukraine, the 42-year-old boxer-
turned-politician is urging his 
countrymen to continue their 
fight to turn this ex-soviet re-
public into a genuine western 
democracy.

“This is not a revolution. it 

is a peaceful protest that de-
mands justice,” Klitschko told 
The associated press in an in-
terview wednesday. “The peo-
ple are not defending political 
interests. They are defending 
the idea of living in a civilized 
country.”

dubbed dr. ironfist for his 
prowess in the boxing ring, 
Klitschko has scored 45 victo-
ries in 47 fights, 41 of them with 
knockouts. he has successfully 
defended his title 11 times, 
most recently in september 
2012, and plans to have one 
more bout before he retires. he 
still spends several hours a day 
training.

now Klitschko must prove 
that he has as much stamina in 
the political arena.

despite earning a doctorate 
in sports science, Klitschko has 
had to fight a stereotype of be-
ing intellectually unfit to run 
this economically troubled 

nation of 46 million.
having been raised — like 

many ukrainians — in a 
russian-speaking family, 
Klitschko only recently learned 
ukrainian and sometimes 
struggles to find the right 
word. still, he appeals to many 
ukrainians with his air of 
sincerity and his image as a 
handsome tough guy ready to 
defend his compatriots.

“he is a national hero and 
comes across as being decent,” 
said andreas umland, assis-
tant professor of european 
studies at the Kyiv mohyla 
academy.

Klitschko was one of only 
a few opposition politicians 
who tried to stop several hun-
dred radical protesters from 
storming president viktor 
yanukovych’s office during a 
demonstration sunday that 
drew hundreds of thousands to 
the streets of the capital, Kiev.

boxinG
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track and field

By GREG HADLEY
sports writer

notre dame will kick off its 
indoor season with two events 
this weekend. most of the team 
members will stay at home for 
today’s blue & gold invitational 
at the loftus sports center, while 
several multi-eventers will travel 
to the Kent state Field house in 
Kent, ohio for the golden Flash 
gala, which begin today and 
continue saturday.

The meets are the only ones 
the irish have scheduled in 
december, but senior long jump-
er and captain logan renwick 
said the weekend presents a 
good opportunity for the squad 
to get back into competition after 
training for most of the fall.

“it’s a very small meet,” 
renwick said of the blue & gold 
invitational. “it’s a good chance 
to get our first meet in before 
winter break. The freshman also 
get their first collegiate meet in 
heading to the indoor season.”

For the second consecutive 
season, the irish will welcome 
marquette, bethel, depaul and 
detroit mercy to the blue & gold 
invitational. despite winning 26 
of 33 events at last year’s meet, the 
irish are not focused on a team 
victory, renwick said. instead, he 
noted the team is concentrated 
on qualifying as many individu-
als as it can for the acc indoor 

championships in February.
several top distance runners 

will be absent, however, as they 
recover from the ncaa cross 
country championship on nov. 
23. instead, the team will look to 
performers from other events to 
step up, renwick said.

“a lot of our top distance guys 
will be gone, but some of our 
sprinters like [junior] Jade barber, 

[junior] chris giesting and [se-
nior] pat Feeney had a lot of suc-
cess last year, and they should 
have a great meet,” renwick said.  

at the golden Flash gala, grad-
uate student Ted glasnow and 
sophomore brent swanberg will 
compete in the heptathlon, while 
senior meghan moore and junior 
carly loeffel are entered in the 
pentathlon. loeffel and glasnow 
are coming off an outdoor season 
in which loeffel earned all-big 

east honors in the heptathlon 
and glasnow racked up all-big 
east honors in the decathlon, 
and renwick said he believes 
both are primed for a fast start to 
the season.

“all the multi-eventers have 
had great training leading up 
to this weekend, so they should 
put up some big performances, 
especially loeffel and glasnow,” 
renwick said.

looking down the road, 
renwick said the irish would 
look to get off to a good start in 
their first season in the acc.

“The acc is a great confer-
ence and will continue to be in 
the future and we’re excited for 
the challenge,” renwick said. 
“it’s a really competitive group of 
teams, and we know that it will 
be more difficult than the big 
east was, but we feel we can jump 
right in and make an impact im-
mediately. The goal is always a 
conference championship, and 
hopefully the performances this 
weekend will be a good first step 
towards eventually reaching 
that.”

The irish will split up this 
weekend, competing at home 
in the blue & gold invitational 
at the loftus center today, and 
throughout the weekend at the 
golden Flash gala in Kent, ohio.

Contact Greg Hadley at            
ghadley@nd.edu

Associated Press

new yorK — The Knicks 
are no longer the biggest los-
ers in new york. The brooklyn 
nets look like the real big apple 
busts.

carmelo anthony had 19 
points and 10 rebounds, iman 
shumpert scored a season-high 
17 points, and the Knicks ended 
a nine-game losing streak with 
113-83 romp Thursday night in 
the first meeting of the season 
between the city rivals.

The Knicks (4-13) snapped a 
tie with the nets (5-14) for most 
losses in new york, winning 
the game and the crowd with a 
dominant second half that had 
spike lee and the rest of the 
fans wearing blue and orange 
cheering perhaps the Knicks’ 
most complete performance of 
the season.

andrea bargnani scored 16 
before he was ejected in the 
fourth quarter, Knicks fans 
roaring in support of him 
standing up to Kevin garnett.

brook lopez had 24 points 
and nine rebounds for the 
nets, who again played without 
paul pierce, deron williams, 
or much passion in the second 
half.

The game was nationally 

televised, as all four match-
ups are this season, but nei-
ther team had been giving fans 
much reason to watch. nets 
coach Jason Kidd said Tuesday 
that both teams “stink,” and 
anthony not only agreed but 
added that the Knicks were the 
“laughingstock” of the league.

nobody was laughing at the 
Knicks on this night.

new york made a season-high 
16 3-pointers in 27 attempts (59 
percent), rediscovering a stroke 
that has been missing all sea-
son after it set an nba record 
for makes in 2012-13, and led by 
as many as 34 points.

shumpert, who has been the 
subject of trade rumors and has 
struggled, hit five 3s and added 
six rebounds.

The nets hung in while the 
Knicks made 16 of their first 
21 shots overall and trailed by 
only seven at halftime before 
their season-long woes in the 
third quarter returned, when 
the Knicks outscored them 
34-16.

when the public address an-
nouncer urged fans to stand and 
cheer before the fourth, they 
responded by booing, clearly 
sick of watching brooklyn get 
hammered over the previous 12 
minutes yet again.

Tensions rose a couple of 
times, chiefly in the fourth 
quarter when bargnani and 
garnett became tangled as 
bargnani fell to the court while 
trying to box out. both players, 
along with amare stoudemire, 
were called for technical fouls, 
and bargnani was hit with a 
second and thrown out shortly 
after when he appeared to say 
something toward garnett af-
ter making a jumper.

There were also double tech-
nicals and words exchanged 
after andray blatche set a hard 
pick on shumpert in the first 
half, but that was about all the 
fight the nets showed on the 
way to their sixth straight home 
loss.

both teams were booed dur-
ing the introduction of starting 
lineups by split fan bases who 
are united in their early season 
disgust. The nets believed they 
were a championship contend-
er after acquiring garnett and 
pierce from boston, the center-
pieces of a roster that will cost 
more than $180 million in sala-
ry and luxury taxes. The Knicks 
are second to the nets in pay-
roll but had never gotten going 
after losing Tyson chandler to a 
broken leg in their fourth game 
of the season.

Associated Press

Tampa, Fla. — martin st. 
louis scored two goals, ben 
bishop won his 15th game this 
season, and the Tampa bay 
lightning beat the ottawa 
senators 3-1 on Thursday 
night.

valtteri Filppula also scored 
for the lightning, who were 
coming off consecutive shut-
out losses to columbus (1-0) 
and pittsburgh (3-0). ondrej 
palat had two assists.

ottawa got a goal from 
patrick wiercioch.

st. louis beat goalie robin 
lehner from just outside the 
crease to give Tampa bay a 2-1 
advantage 13:19 into the sec-
ond. The lightning captain 
tied Jason arnott for 91st place 
on the nhl points list with 
938.

Filppula’s goal from the left 
circle made it 3-1 at 10:56 of 
the third.

st. louis put the lightning 
up 1-0 when he scored from 
in-close while falling forward 
with 3:15 left in the first.

wiercioch tied it at 1-all 
with a power-play goal 6:11 

into the second. The defense-
man had not scored a goal in 
his previous 20 games dating 
back to last season.

bishop made a nice save 
early in the first on chris 
neil’s slot shot. The lightning 
acquired bishop from ottawa 
last april.

lehner kept the senators 
within one early in the third 
when he stopped a shot by 
nate Thompson during a 
breakaway.

Tampa bay defenseman 
victor hedman left after the 
first period with a lower-body 
injury, while defenseman 
Keith aulie departed during 
the second due to an upper-
body injury.

The lightning were already 
without several key play-
ers, including center steven 
stamkos (broken leg), left 
wing ryan malone (broken 
ankle), and defensemen eric 
brewer (lower body) and 
radko gudas (upper body).

stamkos has a goal of re-
turning in February, while 
malone will be out three to 
four weeks. brewer and gudas 
could soon return.

nba | new yorK 113, brooKlyn 83

Knicks win nyc battle
nHl | Tampa bay 3, oTTawa 1

St. Louis leads 
Tampa past Sens

Irish ready to begin indoor season

“It’s a good chance 
to get our first 
meet in before 
winter break. 
The freshmen 
also get their first 
collegiate meet 
in heading to the 
indoor season.”
Logan Renwick 
senior long jumper

GRANT TOBIN | The Observer

Irish senior Jessie Christian competes in the long jump at last season’s 
Meyo Invitational on Feb. 1 in the Loftus Sports Center.
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‘Grinnell style’ to test Belles defense
By KIT LOUGHRAN
sports writer

The belles take to the court 
in a home matchup against 
north central on saturday. 

The belles (2-5, 0-1 miaa) 
enter the game after an 80-70 
loss to adrian on wednesday 
in the conference opener. 
saint mary’s allowed the 
bulldogs (3-3, 1-0) to take a 
45-33 lead at halftime, but the 
belles opened the second half 
with a 17-6 run. however, the 
bulldogs prevailed in the end.  

“i thought we played a very 

good second half against 
adrian on wednesday night, 
so we are looking to build on 
that,” belles coach Jennifer 
henley said. “our mind-
set [against north central] 
continues to be focused on 
defense.” 

leading the belles against 
out-of-conference opponent 
north central (3-2), senior 
guard shanlynn bias and 
sophomore forward eleni shea 
both had strong rebounding 
and scoring games against 
adrian. bias was the game-
leader in rebounds against 

adrian with a career-high of 
eight. shea tallied seven re-
bounds and scored a career-
high 17 points against the 
bulldogs, which increased her 
season average to 11.6 points 
per game. 

The belles look to maintain 
the same intensity in scoring 
and rebounding against north 
central but need to adjust 
their strategy to better suit the 
cardinals’ style of play. 

“north central is running 
what is known as the grinnell 
style of offense,” henley said.  
“it is very up-tempo with a 

goal of shooting 50 two-point 
shots and 50 three-point shots 
a game, in addition to forcing 
you to play the same tempo. 

“This is a style that is not 
very common among our op-
ponents over the last several 
years, so we are exposing our 
team to that style of basketball 
as we prepare.” 

The cardinals implement 
the grinnell style of offense 
with the help of junior forward 
larynn shumaker, freshman 
guard deJa moore and ju-
nior forward uzuri williams. 
shumaker averages 15.0 points 

per game and moore follows at 
10.6 points per game. 

north central faces the 
belles after a 108-93 loss 
to luther college (5-1) on 
saturday. The cardinals 
forced 27 turnovers, but shot 
just 35.4 percent from the 
f loor.

The belles look to clinch 
their third win on the sea-
son against north central on 
saturday at angela athletic 
Facility at 3 p.m. 

Contact Kit Loughran at 
kloughr1@nd.edu

ncaa football | louisville 31, cincinnaTi 24 (oT)

Follow us on Twitter.
@ObserverSportsAssociated Press

cincinnaTi — Teddy 
bridgewater made several 
great escapes to help no. 19 
louisville get to overtime, and 
dominique brown’s 2-yard 
run gave the cardinals a 31-
24 victory over cincinnati on 
Thursday night.

The comeback clinched 
the first american athletic 
conference title for central 
Florida, which had a one-
game lead over cincinnati (9-
3, 6-2) heading into the final 
weekend.

For the second year in a row, 
the ohio river rivals went to 
overtime to decide who gets 
the Keg of nails, this time for 
the foreseeable future with 
louisville (11-7, 7-1) leaving for 
the atlantic coast conference 
next season.

The cardinals won 34-31 
in overtime in the rain in 
louisville last season. This 
one went to overtime on a wet, 
raw night when cincinnati’s 

Tony miliano kicked a 26-yard 
field goal with 7 seconds left.

an interference penalty in 
the end zone set up brown’s 
2-yard run to open overtime.

The bearcats wound up with 
a fourth-and-14 at the 29, and 
brendon Kay’s pass went off 
the hands of anthony mcclung 
at the 6, ending cincinnati’s 
first overtime game at nippert 
stadium since 2003.

bridgewater was 23 of 37 for 
255 yards with three touch-
downs, two of them in the 
fourth quarter. he eluded 
three tacklers on a 14-yard run 
on a third-and-12 play to keep 
one touchdown drive going, 
and finished it by scrambling 
away from defenders and 
throwing an off-balance pass 
for a 22-yard score.

he and Kay kept topping 
each other in the fourth quar-
ter, but cincinnati’s sixth-year 
senior didn’t have one more 
big play left in him. he was 
22 of 40 for 304 yards with 
two interceptions and two 

touchdown scrambles, one of 
which left him woozy.

For louisville, the game 
amounted to a farewell.

The cardinals head off to 
the acc next season, leaving 
cincinnati behind. louisville 
claimed the final big east 
football title last season, beat 
Florida in the sugar bowl and 
was favored to win the first 
aac championship.

a loss at home to central 
Florida ended the cardinals’ 
chances of winning the 
league’s bcs bowl berth. 
cincinnati’s slim hopes were 
extinguished by the loss 
Thursday.

cardinals outlast bearcats

nHl | sT. louis 5, new yorK 1

Associated Press

sT. louis — derek roy and 
david backes scored power-
play goals 2:31 apart in the 
second period to lead the 
st. louis blues to a 5-1 win 
over the struggling new york 
islanders on Thursday night.

st. louis won for the sixth 
time in eight games. The 
islanders have lost eight 
straight overall (0-6-2) and 
eight in a row on the road.

Jay bouwmeester, magnus 
paajarvi and brenden morrow 
also scored for the blues, who 
improved to 12-1-2 at home 
and tied boston (12-3-2) for 
the most home wins in the 
nhl. Jaroslav halak made 22 
saves and upped his record to 
15-4-2.

andrew macdonald scored 
for the islanders, who are 2-11-
2 in their last 15 games.

st. louis was 3 for 6 on the 
power play after managing one 
goal in its previous 10 chances.

The blues scored three times 
in 7:57 during the second peri-
od to break a 1-all tie. roy con-
verted the rebound of a shot 
by Kevin shattenkirk at 7:02 
to put st. louis in front 2-1. 
Following an instigator pen-
alty on matt carkner, backes 
scored on a wrist shot from the 
top of the circle.

paajarvi added his second 
of the season just more than 5 
minutes later.

new york goalie anders 
nilsson lost for the first time in 
regulation in his third start of 
the season.

islanders drop 
eighth straight 
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EMMET FARNAN | The Observer

Irish junior guard Whitney Holloway dribbles around a defender in 
Notre Dame’s 99-50 win over UNC-Wilmington on Nov. 9.

no. 10 penn state on wednesday. 
The margin of victory was notre 
dame’s smallest of the year. 
The lady lions, then-no. 19 
michigan state and then-no. 25 
depaul are the only notre dame 
opponents to lose by fewer than 
20 points.

still, mcgraw sees room for 
improvement.

“we’ve got to get better of-
fensively,” mcgraw said. “we 
had been shooting well until 
[wednesday], but we’re still 
not executing as well as i would 
have liked, so i think that’s the 
one thing i really want to get 
better at by saturday.”

The irish are shooting just 
under 50 percent from the floor 
so far this season, although they 
only made 37 percent of their 
shots against the lady lions on 

wednesday. 
sophomore guard Jewell loyd 

and senior guard Kayla mcbride 
have paced the irish offensive 
attack in the first seven games 
of the season. 

loyd has averaged 17.1 points 
and 7.1 rebounds per game, 
while mcbride has averaged 
15.1 points per game and played 
a team-high 29.3 minutes per 
game.

senior forward natalie 
achonwa missed the first three 
games of the year after under-
going a knee scope just before 
the season began, but has aver-
aged 13.3 points and 23.8 min-
utes played in the four games 
since her return.

The irish and bruins will tip 
off at noon saturday in purcell 
pavilion.

Contact Vicky Jacobsen at  
vjacobse@nd.edu

Women’S SWimminG

ND preps for invitational
By KATIE HEIT
sports writer

The irish close out their 
fall season this weekend 
with the three-day hawkeye 
invitational in iowa city. 

The hawkeye invitational is 
set up identically to the ncaa 
championships, which will 
give the irish (4-3) valuable ex-
perience before participating 
in the actual championship 
in march. competition at the 
hawkeye invitational begins 
at 11 a.m. every morning with 
final heats swimming at 7 p.m. 
on Friday and saturday and at 
5 p.m. on sunday. 

The irish will see a wide 
range of competition at the 
event, swimming against 
boise state, denver, iowa, 
nebraska and washington 
state. The divers will also be 
taking on iowa state. This will 
be the first time the irish have 
faced any of these opponents 
so far this season, although 
the irish diving team is fa-
miliar with this arena after 
competing in the hawkeye 
invitational last season. 

Junior diver allison casareto 
said the invitational will be 
a good chance for the irish to 
see how they compete when 
they face both preliminaries 
and finals.

“i am looking forward … to 
learning a lot about our own 
team and how we perform at 
such a long meet under the 
pressure of finals on the hori-
zon,” casareto said. 

notre dame enters this meet 
off four straight wins in dual 
meets, most recently topping 
wisconsin at home on nov. 16. 

The irish won 10 events in that 
contest, with junior breast-
stroker emma reaney leading 
the way with three individu-
al victories and a relay win. 
casareto also claimed victory 
in two events. 

reaney and casareto were 
named acc swimmer and 
diver of the week, respec-
tively, after their meet against 
wisconsin. reaney has already 
qualified in several events for 
the ncaa “b” cuts in march.

casareto said the irish will 
need to compete well early in 
order to make the finals.

“our diving team goals are 
to focus on consistency and 
performing well in prelims,” 
casareto said. 

reaney has won acc 
women’s swimmer of the 
week three times so far this 
season and currently sits in 
the top 20 nationally in both 
the 100-yard and the 200-yard 

breaststroke. 
notre dame will also be 

looking to freshman Katie 
miller to make a big impact 
this weekend. miller took first 
in the 100-yard backstroke 
against wisconsin and has 
consistently finished at the top 
this season. 

reaney said the invitational 
will give the irish an opportu-
nity to see where they need to 
improve before championship 
season.

“This team has put in so 
much work over the last couple 
of months,” reaney said. “This 
is our first rested meet of the 
year. anything could happen 
and that’s very exciting.” 

The irish are in action at the 
hawkeye invitational begin-
ning today at 11 a.m. in iowa 
city.

Contact Katie Heit at  
kheit@nd.edu

WEI LIN | The Observer

Irish junior swimmer Courtney  Whyte swims the backstroke during 
Notre Dame’s 219-60 dual victory over Valparaiso on Nov. 15.

men’S SWimminG

 Notre Dame travels to Iowa
Observer Staff Report 

after impressive back-to-
back victories over michigan 
state and wisconsin, the irish 
will travel to iowa city for the 
hawkeye invitational. 

along with the irish (4-4), 
the tournament will feature 
denver, milwaukee and no. 
23 iowa. The tournament will 
take place over a three-day pe-
riod and will be the last com-
petition for the irish before the 
conclusion of the fall semester. 

The irish will need contin-
ued strong performances from 
team linchpins such as senior 
Frank dyer, who helped the 
irish in their previous meet 
against wisconsin by claim-
ing first in the 50-, 200-, and 
500-yard freestyle events, and 
was part of notre dame’s first-
place winning 200 medley re-
lay team. Junior Zach stephens, 
an all-american, placed first 
in the 100- and 200-yard 

breaststroke, the 200 individu-
al medley and was also part of 
the irish’s winning 200 medley 
relay team. senior co-captain 
colin babcock swam a siz-
zling 45.81 to win the 100-yard 
freestyle.

The hawkeyes (1-3), coming 
off losses to no. 10 ohio state 
and no. 22 purdue on nov. 8, 
will look to rely on swimmers 
such as senior dustin rhoads, 
who hit the ncaa “b” cut time 
of the season for the 100-yard 
backstroke with a time of 48.36. 
sophomore roman Trussov, 
the reigning big 10 swimmer 
of the week, placed first in 
the 100-yard breaststroke and 
200-yard breaststroke with 
respective times of 54.35 and 
1:59.82. Trussov’s 100-breast-
stroke time also qualified for 
an ncaa “b” cut. 

The pioneers (1-0) have sev-
eral racers on their roster who 
shined during last year’s in-
vitational, and who will look 

to repeat their performances. 
senior Kyle milberg finished 
the 200-yard backstroke in 
1:43.06, breaking both the 
denver school record and the 
pool record. as a freshman last 
year, sophomore dylan bunch 
swam a school record-break-
ing 9:18.95 in the 1,000-yard 
freestyle. The pioneers placed 
fourth in the event last season.  

The panthers (2-3) won the 
stevens point border battle 
on nov. 15-16 for the eighth 
straight season, defeat-
ing stevens point and south 
dakota. They will rely on work-
horse distance swimmers such 
as sophomore nic halverson 
who won the 400-yard indi-
vidual medley with a time of 
4:12.31, while junior Kenny 
stelpflug won the mile-long 
1,650-yard freestyle with a time 
of 16:45.50.

The hawkeye invitational 
will begin Friday and continue 
through sunday.

nfl

Jaguars win third 
consecutive game
Associated Press 

JacKsonville, Fla.  — The 
Jacksonville Jaguars have a bona 
fide winning streak.

chad henne threw two touch-
down passes, Jordan Todman 
scored on some trickery and 
the Jaguars held on to beat 
the houston Texans 27-20 on 
Thursday night.

The Jaguars (4-9) won their 
third straight — their fourth vic-
tory in five games since a bye — 
and continued to show signs of 
progress under first-year coach 
gus bradley.

They also won at home for the 
first time since nov. 25, 2012, 
against Tennessee.

“our guys just really believe,” 
bradley said. “The biggest chal-
lenge is to keep doing what we’re 
doing. we’re a young team that’s 
learning how do this.”

houston (2-11) extended its 
franchise-record losing streak to 
11 games, a stunning stretch of 
futility that could lead the fran-
chise to fire coach gary Kubiak.

Kubiak and the Texans looked 
as if they would end the streak 

after a quarterback change, but 
geno hayes intercepted matt 
schaub’s pass with 2:08 remain-
ing to seal Jacksonville’s first se-
ries sweep since 2009.

schaub came off the bench 
and carved up Jacksonville’s sec-
ondary in the second half.

he replaced starter case 
Keenum late in the third quarter 
and led the team to a touchdowns 
and a field goal in his first two 
possessions. The Texans were in 
the red zone again, but failed to 
convert a fourth-down play with 
3:37 to play. Jacksonville picked 
up a huge first down that flipped 
the field — not surprising that it 
came on a penalty — but punted.

hayes picked off schaub’s 
next pass, a floater over the 
middle.

The Jaguars milked the clock 
from there, and Josh scobee’s 
39-yard field goal provided some 
insurance. houston had one 
final chance, but schaub was 
sacked on his first snap with 20 
seconds left and 77 yards to go.

schaub completed 17 of 29 
passes for 198 yards, with a 
touchdown and an interception. 
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readjustment period.
“ideally, it’ll be much bet-

ter when we come back from 
christmas break, and we ac-
tually have time to get down 
and dirty with getting them 
back into the mix of things, 
because it’s the competi-
tive aspect of the game that 
they’re going to be behind 
in,” he said. “it’s okay to 
practice, but the [competi-
tion] level in a game is prob-
ably a litt le bit higher.”

The irish will be able to 
claim a winning conference 
record if they sweep the 
minutemen (3-10-2, 1-6-2) 
this weekend. massachusetts 
has been in a free fall of late, 
going winless in its last seven 
games. despite this, a rau-
cous compton is unlikely to 
intimidate the minutemen, 
who travelled to then-no. 7 
boston college and earned a 
2-2 draw on nov. 15. 

senior forward conor 
sheary sparks the offense for 
the minutemen with a team-
leading eight assists, while 
senior forward branden 
gracel and freshman for-
ward steven iacobellis will 
look to notch their sixth 
goals of the season against 

irish senior goaltender 
steven summerhays.

in goal, junior steve 
mastalerz has seen most of 
the time for massachusetts, 
but freshmen mac haight 
and alex wakaluk have each 
started two games this sea-
son. while the irish have 
been struggling on offense, 
the minutemen defense will 
be challenged by the con-
sistent threat of irish lead-
ing scorer — and last week’s 
shillelagh Tournament most 
outstanding player — senior 
center T.J. Tynan.

with Tynan on a hot streak 
and a battery of players re-
turning, Jackson said notre 
dame must capitalize and 
enter christmas break on a 
winning note.

“we need to get points in 
the league,” Jackson said. 
“right now, we’re under .500 
in the conference. we’ve 
only played six games, but 
even so, i think we have even 
higher expectations than 
that.”

notre dame and 
massachusetts will face off 
at compton Family ice arena 
at 7:35 p.m. Friday and 6:35 
p.m. on saturday.

Contact Casey Karnes at 
wkarnes@nd.edu
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just a very solid team.”
according to clark, the 

spartans boast an impressive 
cast on defense as well, led 
by redshirt senior defender 
Kevin cope and redshirt ju-
nior defender ryan Keener.

“cope and Keener have 
been a solid foundation of 
the michigan state teams for 
the last few years,” clark said. 
“They are both very good and 
strong in the air. They are ex-
cellent players who are very 
good in set pieces, both for 
and against. in general, they 
have a lot of solid players back 
there.”

on the other side of the 
pitch, the irish boast an 
equally talented team, led 
by senior forward harrison 
shipp. on Tuesday, shipp was 
named as a mac hermann 
Trophy semifinalist.

“we just have to play the 
way we play every game,” 
clark said. “we have so many 
creative players on our team. 
if we play well, notre dame 
is the best team in the coun-
try when we play properly. we 
just have to turn up and play 
as a team.”

with a win saturday, the 
irish will travel to chester, 
pa., to compete in the college 
cup for the first time in pro-
gram history. 

“it will be difficult,” clark 
said of saturday’s game. “i 
think our lads know it will be 
difficult, but i think this team 
is really focused. we’ve got to 
have patience in the game. 
[michigan state] won’t lie 
down and roll over. we have 
to play the full 90 minutes 
and maybe over that, well 
into overtime, if we want to 
advance.”

The irish will look to ad-
vance when they host the 
spartans on saturday at 7 
p.m. at  alumni stadium in 
the quarterfinals of the ncaa 
championship.

Contact Aaron Sant-Miller at 
asantmil@nd.edu

ZACH LLORENS | The Observer

Irish sophomore midfielder Connor Klekota chases a loose ball in Notre Dame’s 4-2 win over Wake Forest 
on Sunday. Klekota and the Irish face Michigan State in the NCAA Championship quarterfinals Saturday.

m bball
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rebounds per game. 
even without saddler, the 

blue hens still have several 
veterans contributing in 
their lineup. senior guard 
davon usher is averaging 
19.3 points and 7.1 rebounds 
per game and junior guard 
Jarvis Threatt adds 17.9 
points and 5.5 rebounds per 
contest. senior forward carl 
baptiste is chipping in 12.5 
points per game, while lead-
ing the team with 7.5 boards 
per game. 

The depth delaware has 
displayed so far this season 
will present a challenge for 
the irish, who allowed five 
different hawkeyes play-
ers to score in double digits 
Tuesday. 

“it starts with each indi-
vidual person being locked 
in and engaged, and then it 
comes together as a team,” 
irish freshman guard 
demetrius Jackson said of 
defending a team with mul-
tiple scoring options. “i defi-
nitely feel like we are taking 
steps toward getting better 
every day.”

For the past two outings, 
irish coach mike brey has 
plugged Jackson into the 
starting lineup, alongside se-
nior guards eric atkins and 
Jerian grant, junior guard/
forward pat connaughton 
and fifth-year center 

garrick sherman. although 
connaughton appears on the 
stat sheet as a forward, the 
lineup is smaller than the 
one most teams use, a reality 
that has both positives and 
negatives. 

“definitely with the small-
er lineup it allows us to attack 
a little more, get into the lane 
and create,” Jackson said.

“if you can’t defend those 
bigger guys, if we can’t re-
bound, it’s going to be tough 
to stay in there.”

a particular focus for brey 
following the game against 
iowa (8-1) has been getting 
his team on the same page 
defensively, Jackson said.

“Just to be locked in and 
engaged every single pos-
session, and to get stops … 
we would tie the game up or 
get it close, a one-possession 
game or something like that, 
and we would just kind of 
have a breakdown defensive-
ly that we shouldn’t have,” 
Jackson said. “and those are 
the kind of mistakes we want 
to fix.”

notre dame will have a 
chance to get back on track 
when it faces delaware on 
saturday at 4 p.m. in the 
purcell pavilion. 

Contact Joseph Monardo at 
jmonardo@nd.edu 

MICHAEL YU | The Observer

Irish junior forward Pat Connaughton looks to pass in Notre Dame’s 
84-69 win over Santa Clara on Nov. 22. 

Please recycle
The Observer.

MICHAEL YU | The Observer

Irish sophomore center Thomas DiPauli fights for position in Notre 
Dame’s 4-0 victory over Merrimack on Nov. 15. 
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(Answers tomorrow)
SKIMP UNWED VORTEX INDIGOYesterday’s Jumbles:

Answer: When the waitress gave them the wrong
cocktails, they had — MIXED DRINKS

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

WERAA

HILWE

TEYUBA

TRAGEH

©2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.
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ACROSS
 1, 4 & 9 Sports 

news of 1919
14 Part of E.N.T.
15 Stand for a 

sitting
16 Part of a waste 

reduction 
strategy

17, 18 & 19 
Toys “R” Us 
department

20 Figure in 
Raphael’s 
“The School of 
Athens”

22 Painter’s aid
24 Drawer at a 

doctor’s office?
26 Not moved from 

the original 
location

30 Lib ___ (U.K. 
party member)

31 Times or 
Century

33 Some French?
34, 37 & 39 Fredric 

March’s last film
41 ___ Gallimard, 

protagonist of 
“M. Butterfly”

42 Something to 
contemplate

44 Tributary of the 
High Rhine

45, 47 & 48 Like 
some student 
activities

49 Third of 
November?

50 Like bright red 
cardinals

52 Egyptian 
headdress 
feature

54 Children of ___ 
(descendants of 
Jacob)

56 Goldsmith, for 
one

60 Like “Wedding 
Crashers” or 
“Bridesmaids”

63 A current flows 
into it

64, 67 & 69 Role 
that garnered 
12 consecutive 
unsuccessful 
Emmy 
nominations, 
1985-96

70 Brother of 
Moses

71 Beauty pageant 
judging criterion

72 Iraq war danger, 
for short

73, 74 & 75 
“Invisible” part 
of a distribution 
list … or a hint 
to this puzzle’s 
theme

DOWN
 1 Urban 

cacophony
 2 ___ column 

(construction 
piece)

 3 Toward the back
 4 Organic 

compound 
with a double-
bonded oxygen

 5 Isl. south of 
Corsica

 6 “___ mio”
 7 Princess known 

as the Defender 
of the Elijans

 8 Declined, as 
stocks

 9 Composer 
Dominick whose 
name means 
“silver” in Italian

10 Almost reaches
11 Musical syllable 

before and after 
“da”

12 Enzyme suffix
13 “___ Miz”
21 Comparatively 

neat
23 Racket
25 Feds
27 Model
28 Aquarium fish
29 Program 

presenter
31 N.F.L. record-

holder for 
consecutive 
starts

32 Embarassing 
spelling 
mistake?

34 Fountain name
35 Spells
36 Sign with an 

arrow
38 Mangle
40 “Tales of the 

City” novelist
43 Make-up 

person?

46 Ute or Cree
51 What’s put 

before the 
carte?

53 New York’s ___ 
Island

55 “Backdraft” crime
56 Wing it
57 Bygone gas 

brand
58 “Take ___ 

breath”

59 Uncool
61 Spanish 

appetizer
62 Get an ___ 

effort
64 Get one’s point 

across?
65 Suffix with arbor 

or ether
66 ___ Lanka
68 “___ Beso”

Puzzle by George Barany and Victor Barocas

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a credit 
card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday 
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
AT&T users: Text NYTX to 386 to download puzzles, or visit 
nytimes.com/mobilexword for more information.
Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 2,000 past 
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/wordplay. 
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.
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SOLUTION TO WEDNESDAY’S PUZZLE

Complete the grid
so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box
(in bold borders)
contains every
digit, 1 to 9. 
For strategies on
how to solve
Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk
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CELEBRITIES BORN ON THIS DAY: Frankie muniz, 28; Keri hilson, 31; margaret 
cho, 45; little richard, 81. 

Happy Birthday:  Try taking a different approach this year when dealing with 
friends, lovers or authority figures. show enthusiasm and you will inspire those you 
encounter. deals can be made and opportunities will unfold. if you have to use force 
or apply pressure, move on. This is a year of growth and expansion, not of wasting 
time on the impossible. your numbers are 8, 13, 17, 21, 35, 39, 43. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): don’t just sit back; make choices and get things moving. 
don’t let what others do paralyze you. use your energy, time and money wisely. 
restlessness will cause distress if you don’t take action. don’t assume, overreact or 
overspend.  

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Keep moving. you’ll be surprised at how much you 
accomplish. Focus, discipline and showing off your skills and talents will help you 
reach your goals. love is on the rise and romance should be planned for the evening 
hours. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): don’t push your luck. observe and consider your op-
tions. deception and disillusionment regarding a partnership is apparent. protect 
your assets, possessions and reputation. make alterations based on what works for 
you, not on what someone tries to manipulate. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): emotions will surface regarding contracts and money 
matters. opportunities are within reach, and you should not hesitate to make a 
move if it will benefit your home, family and future. love is in the stars and romance 
will bring you added benefits.. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Try something new or travel to an unfamiliar destination. 
what you learn through the experiences you have will help you rethink the way to 
move forward. new beginnings will help you put an end to regrets or setbacks. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): someone with experience and wisdom will offer you 
advice. check facts before you decide to make a move based on what you’ve been 
told. The information given may need to be updated in order for it to work in your 
favor. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): bad influences will affect your emotional well-being. 
don’t make a move or change the way you do things based on demands that some-
one else is making. use your intelligence to help counteract anyone trying to take 
what belongs to you. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): put what you want to do into play. you can get ahead if 
you are honest and refuse to give in to defeat. developing a new approach to an old 
idea will pay off. back away from anyone looking for a handout. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): remembering the past will help you avoid making 
the same mistake twice. Question any information you are given. base whatever 
move you decide to make on facts. clear up debts and take care of any pending 
legal, financial or medical matters. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19):  coast along and share your ideas and plans with 
people you feel can contribute to your goals. a hidden source may give you reason 
to question someone’s intentions. don’t get involved in a partnership that appears 
to have a hidden agenda. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): speak up. you have to make it clear what you want. a 
contract will ensure that you are taken care of financially. a change in the way you 
live and earn your living is apparent and will lead to a brighter future. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): participate, but don’t give away your secrets. The more 
mysterious you are, the greater the interest will become in what you have to offer. 
romance is in the stars. make special plans and you will enhance your love life. 

Birthday Baby: you are insightful and thought-provoking. you are smooth and 
clever.
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ND hosts Elite Eight match dipauli, Johnson 
scheduled to returnBy AARON SANT-MILLER

sports writer

For the first time in program 
history, no. 3 notre dame will 
host a quarterfinal match in 
the ncaa championship. 
no. 11 michigan state will 
travel to alumni stadium on 
saturday to face the irish for a 
berth in the college cup.

“This is the biggest game, 
probably, in the program’s 
history,” irish coach bobby 
clark said. “This is the time 
when you get a home game, 
the students are on campus 
and we have an opportu-
nity to get to the Final Four. 
This is the toughest game we 
will have played at alumni 
stadium all year. i know we’ve 
played some big games here, 
but michigan state has won a 
lot of big games on the road. 
it would be great if we could 
get alumni stadium rocking 
on saturday night. This is a 
tough team we’re facing.”

notre dame (14-1-6, 7-1-3 
acc) traveled to michigan 
state (14-5-3, 3-2-1 big Ten) for 
a regular season matchup on 
nov. 5 and beat the spartans, 
2-0. when the two teams met 
last month, michigan state ju-
nior forward adam montague 

was out with an injury. 
montague scored michigan 
state’s lone goal in the 28th 
minute of its 1-0 victory over 
no. 6 georgetown in the ncaa 
championship round of 16 on 
sunday. Though he has had 
a quiet 2013 campaign due 
to injury, montague led the 
spartans in points and goals 
last fall and earned a First 
Team all-big Ten nomination.

“[montague] is their big 
threat up front, so he needs to 
be handled,” clark said. “no 
question, having montague 
back in the mix gives 
[michigan state] an added 
threat up front. They have a 
lot of guys who deserve atten-
tion, though. They have won 
despite injuries, so they’re 
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By CASEY KARNES
sports writer

no. 11 notre dame will look 
to head into christmas break 
with a pair of home victories 
when massachusetts visits 
compton Family ice arena 
this weekend.

The irish (9-6-1, 2-3-1 
hockey east) will be bolstered 
in their final series of the se-
mester by the returns of soph-
omore center Thomas dipauli 
and junior defenseman eric 
Johnson, who have been held 
to six and eight games respec-
tively this season by shoulder 
injuries, and senior forward 
mike voran from a lower body 
injury. 

irish coach Jeff Jackson said 
he also hopes freshman cen-
ter vince hinostroza, notre 
dame’s second-leading scorer 
this season despite only play-
ing 10 games, will be able to 
return from a knee injury, al-
though the freshman is still 
questionable heading into the 
weekend.

according to Johnson, the 
recovering players can’t wait 
to get back on the ice.

“practice this week has been 
really high tempo,” Johnson 
said. “it’s been fun just to be 
back on the ice with everyone. 
you can tell there’s a little 
bit different energy now that 
there’s a lot more guys back. it 
almost seems like [the chem-
istry] hasn’t missed a beat.”

Their return couldn’t come 
at a better time for the irish, 
who stumbled to a sub-.500 
record in november. notre 
dame won just one of its past 
five games, including a 3-2 loss 
to northeastern in the final of 
the shillelagh Tournament at 
compton on saturday. after 
such a rough stretch, Jackson 
said he was looking forward 
to the added line of f lexibility 
provided by the returning of-
fensive weapons.

“we’re anxious to get some 
guys back, just to try and cre-
ate some offense, frankly,” 
Jackson said. “also, to en-
hance our penalty kill, our 
special teams, to utilize more 
guys.”

but Jackson also said he ex-
pects the returnees to have a 
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notre dame looks 
to get past ucla

Irish prepare for Delaware
By JOSEPH MONARDO
associate sports editor

coming off a 98-93 defeat at 
the hands of iowa on Tuesday, 
notre dame will retake the 
court saturday when it wel-
comes delaware in the regional 
round of the blackrock gotham 
classic.

after traveling to iowa city, 
iowa for their first road contest 
of the season, the irish (5-2) will 
host three games over the next 
week in the purcell pavilion as 
part of the second-annual event 
before facing no. 5 ohio state in 
the showcase round dec. 21 at 
madison square garden in new 
york city. 

in the opening game, notre 
dame will face a delaware team 
coming off three straight wins. 
The blue hens’ last loss came 
nov. 22 against undefeated 
villanova in a closely contested 
road game. delaware (5-3) fell 
short of pulling off the upset, 
losing 84-80.

delaware finished last season 
19-14, compiling a 13-5 confer-
ence record to finish third in the 
colonial athletic association 
before falling in the semifinals 
of the conference tournament 

to eventual caa champion 
James madison. 

This season, the blue hens 
have five players averaging more 
than 12 points per game and 
five players rebounding at a rate 
of at least five boards per game. 
senior guard devon saddler, a 
first-team all-caa selection last 
season and the second-leading 

scorer in delaware history, will 
not play against the irish due 
to a month-long suspension 
imposed for a violation of team 
rules on nov. 12. in the blue 
hens’ first two games of the 
season, saddler contributed 23 
points per game and five           

ZACH LLORENS | The Observer

Irish freshman guard Demetrius Jackson dribbles up the court in 
Notre Dame’s 95-69 victory over Indianapolis on Oct. 29. 

ZACH LLORENS | The Observer

Irish sophomore midfielder Patrick Hodan chases the ball in Notre 
Dame’s 4-0 win over Wisconsin on Nov. 24.

By VICKY JACOBSEN
sports writer

after winning their third 
game over a ranked opponent 
on wednesday, the no. 4 irish 
return to purcell pavilion to 
take on ucla at noon saturday.

The bruins (3-4) have found 
mixed results on the court so 
far this season. The bruins have 
shown flashes of potential in 
their first seven games, which 
include a victory over no. 17 
oklahoma and a respectable 
10-point defeat at the hands of 
no. 18 north carolina. 

but ucla also lost by 18 points 
to unranked north carolina 
state and was trounced by 
no. 15 nebraska, 77-49, in the 
squad’s season opener on nov. 
8.

but irish coach muffet 
mcgraw had measured praise 
for the bruins.

“They’re a really athletic 
team. They’re very young,” 
mcgraw said. “They upset 
oklahoma a couple of weeks 
ago at home, and they’re a very 
good team.”

mcgraw also praised sixth-
year senior forward atonye 
nyingifa and sophomore guard 
nirra Fields, ucla’s two lead-
ing scorers. nyingifa is averag-
ing just over 18 points per game, 
while Fields is close behind 
with an average of 16.6 points 
per contest. 

nyingifa earned pac-12 player 
of the week honors on nov. 
25 after the bruins beat the 
sooners (5-2). she reached or 
surpassed her career-best in six 
different statistical categories, 
scoring 28 points and pulling 
down 16 rebounds.

Fields banked in the winning 
shot with two seconds remain-
ing to give ucla a come-from-
behind victory over grand 
canyon (6-2) this past saturday 
in the consolation bracket of the 
gulf coast showcase.

bruins senior guard Thea 
lemberger has also lit up the 
scoreboard this season with an 
average of 16.0 points per game.

The irish (7-0) are still unde-
feated after a 77-67 victory over 
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