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Happy Birthday: Look at your options and make changes that will secure your 
financial position. Downsize or invest in something that has the potential 
to grow or help you establish your position amongst your peers. Take better 
care of your health and wellbeing. Protect against minor mishaps, accidents 
and physical setbacks that will put a wedge between you and your goals. Your 
numbers are 6, 11, 18, 23, 27, 31, 40.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Put creative thought into any job or responsibility 
you pursue. Exploring new ways to present who you are and what you have to 
offer will build confidence and aid you in making transitions that will help you 
advance. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Don’t look at what you are missing; look at what 
you have. You will learn from experience and the encounters you have with 
people who touch you emotionally. Size up your situation and make whatever 
adjustments required to obtain a secure future. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Keep moving forward and don’t take everything 
others say to heart. Make your own decisions based on thorough findings. Use 
your intelligence and refuse to let your emotions interfere with making a wise 
practical choice. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Rely on good old-fashioned hands-on physical 
work. Too much thinking and not enough action will be your downfall. Don’t 
procrastinate or you will appear unorganized and lazy. It doesn’t matter how you 
reach your destination, it’s getting there that counts. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You may want to do things in a big and bold manner, 
but it’s important to keep whatever you do moderate and within your budget. 
You can make positive changes with a little effort and common sense. Don’t let 
jealousy cost you.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Emotional problems will escalate quickly if you 
are unreasonable regarding domestic matters. Find a way to compromise and 
collaborate in order to keep the peace without jeopardizing your principles. 
Take care of responsibilities before someone criticizes you. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Travel, participation and spending time in the 
company of people you love or admire will lead to personal changes that will 
improve your life and your outlook. Walk away from anyone making demands. 
Exclude whatever or whoever is negative in your life. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Put your creative ideas into motion. Money will 
come to you from an unexpected source. A lifestyle change will allow you to 
regain your strength, integrity and ease your stress. Common sense coupled 
with responsibility will be necessary. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): You’ll attract attention and dazzle people 
with your wit and ability to charm and tempt. Love is on the rise, and doing 
something romantic will lead to an interesting change in an important 
relationship. Positive change is heading your way. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Bet on your own ability to get things done. 
Someone will talk big but do little. Getting upset or angry will be a waste of time 
that is better spent chasing success. Being responsible, dedicated and loyal will 
not go unnoticed. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Take on a challenge that will help fulfill a dream or 
a cause that means a lot to you. Your personal life will suffer unnecessarily if you 
opt to argue instead of being affectionate. Make positive personal changes. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): A partnership can bring you greater financial 
stability. Listen to any offer or propose what you think is workable, but take a 
wait-and-see approach before you begin to negotiate. Don’t let your emotions 
dictate your actions. 

Birthday Baby: You are unique, outgoing and entertaining. You are intuitive and 
pioneering.

ACROSS

 1 Dos + dos + dos

 5 Utterly hopeless

11 “We ___ the 
99%”

14 Dermatologist’s 
concern

15 Capital on the 
Vltava River

16 ___ Heels 
(college team)

17 First name in folk

18 Like a raccoon’s 
tail

19 Confessional 
confession

20 *What paper 
profits aren’t

22 Checkout 
counter count

24 Counting-out 
rhyme start

25 Oil-rich nation 
invaded in 1990

26 Good dishes

29 Taste whose 
name means 
“savoriness” in 
Japanese

31 *Photo gear with 
variable focal 
lengths

34 Metro map 
points: Abbr.

38 Kind of clef
39 Like a fugitive
40 Hype up
41 Berate, with “out”
42 *Titularly
44 Lauder of 

cosmetics
46 Case for Scully 

and Mulder
47 Torch holder
50 Big Ben sound
52 To a great extent
53 * Sarcastic 

remark upon 
hearing bad news

58 Ashes holder
59 One passing out 

cigars, maybe
61 See 13-Down
62 “Shoot!”
63 “Seinfeld” woman
64 Hazmat-

monitoring org.

65 Prefix in some 
French surnames

66 Bing Crosby or 
David Crosby

67 Condé ___

DOWN
 1 Mark for life
 2 See 7-Down
 3 Tierra 

surrounded by 
agua

 4 *Precious, brief 
time with a loved 
one

 5 Butcher’s wear
 6 Like pickle juice
 7 With 2-Down, 

book that 
includes the line 
“Conventionality 
is not morality”

 8 Like a soufflé
 9 Word before card 

or stick
10 Rote learning, to 

most people
11 Where hurricanes 

originate
12 “Spider-Man” 

director Sam
13 With 61-Across, 

physicist 
who studied 
supersonics

21 ___ plan
23 Drink garnish 

… or a hint to 
five letters in the 
answer to each 
starred clue

25 Casey of 
“American Top 
40”

26 Executive branch 
V.I.P.

27 Tunnel, e.g.
28 I as in Ilium?

29 Rte. with a 
terminus in Key 
West, Fla.

30 Natural table
32 A-listers
33 Slim to ___ (poor 

odds)
35 “Mickey” vocalist 

___ Basil
36 Empty, as a math 

set

37 Eyelid woe
43 Part of a dental 

visit
45 Act parts
47 Nine, in baseball
48 Wish evil on
49 Farm sounds
50 Hughes’s Spruce 

Goose, e.g.
51 One with seniority

53 Olympic skater 
Michelle

54 Hippie’s “Got it!”
55 Friendship org. of 

1962
56 Phil who sang 

“Draft Dodger 
Rag”

57 Word from the 
hard-of-hearing

60 QB Manning

PUZZLE BY ERIK WENNSTROM

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a credit 
card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday 
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
AT&T users: Text NYTX to 386 to download puzzles, or visit 
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Complete the grid
so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box
(in bold borders)
contains every
digit, 1 to 9. 
For strategies on
how to solve
Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk
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By REBECCA ROGALSKI
Sports Writer

The start of the fall semester 
brings a new season for Notre 
Dame, and along with that come 
new players and talents. This 
year, the Irish welcomed six 
freshmen to their squad from all 
over the country — represent-
ing California, Indiana, Kansas 
and Ohio — and all over the 
court, with nearly every position 
represented.

The beginning of the season 
has not been an easy one for the 
Irish. Prior to the season’s start, 
senior outside hitter and honor-
able mention All American Toni 
Alugbue suffered a torn ACL and 
was ruled out for the remainder 
of the season, while an ankle in-
jury to graduate student outside 
hitter Nicole Smith left her out 
two games in the Golden Dome 
Invitational this past weekend.

As a result of these injuries, 
almost all of the Irish fresh-
men have received a signifi-
cant amount of playing time. 
Freshmen libero Natalie 
Johnson, outside hitter Sydney 
Kuhn and middle blocker Sam 
Fry have gained some of the 

most experience early on this 
season, with all three of play-
ers earning starting positions in 
the Big Ten/ACC Challenge and 
the most recent Golden Dome 
Invitational.

“It has been a great experience 
so far,” Johnson said. “The up-
perclassmen have really helped 
us along with what we need to 
know in order to play at the col-
lege level. I think the supportive 
environment of the entire team 
has really helped us and pushed 
us to play at our best.”

Kuhn added that because 
there are so many freshmen on 
the team this year, the upper-
classmen have really stepped it 
up to teach the girls exactly what 
needs to be done in a short pe-
riod of time. Fry also said how 
transitioning into collegiate play 
has been made a lot easier with 
the advice and guidance of each 
of her teammates.

“I feel like there is a lot of sup-
port on this team, and that sup-
port really helps us overcome 
our nerves,” Fry said. “Being 
freshmen, we are new, and it can 
be kind of nerve-wracking, but 

By MIKE MONACO
Senior Sports Writer

Irish head coach Brian 
Kelly provided no new up-
dates on the f ive players 
being withheld from prac-
tice and competition dur-
ing his weekly Tuesday press 
conference.

Earlier in the day, Kelly 
told ESPN’s Colin Cowherd 
on “The Herd” there could 
be progress this week.

“We’ve gotten close here to 
where I think that the hear-
ings should be happening 
hopefully this week,” Kelly 
said. “I know we’re trying to 
get this thing done the right 
way. It happened for us a 
litt le bit earlier because we 
were in preseason camp but 
school didn’t start — now 
this is only the third week 
— so the normal timetable 
has been about three weeks. 
We’re into the third week, 
so our expectations are that 

something should happen 
this week.”

Kelly said Thursday eve-
ning he was told Sept. 1 that 
the honor committee hear-
ings for the f ive withheld 
players were going to occur 
“very quickly,” but Kelly said 
it was his understanding the 
hearings hadn’t happened 
yet.

Irish junior cornerback 
KeiVarae Russell, senior re-
ceiver DaVaris Daniels, se-
nior defensive end Ishaq 
Williams, graduate student 
linebacker Kendall Moore 
and senior safety Eilar Hardy 
have been held out of prac-
tice and competition during 
the probe into “suspected 
academic dishonesty.”

Notre Dame announced its 
investigation Aug. 15. The 
University said “evidence 
that students had submit-
ted papers and homework 
that had been written for 
them by others” was initially 

detected at the end of the 
summer session and referred 
to the compliance office in 
athletics July 29. Notre Dame 
said the Office of General 
Counsel then initiated “an 
immediate investigation.”

Prepping for Purdue
Following Notre Dame’s 

31-0 domination of Michigan 
on Saturday, Kelly and the 

Irish will be looking to avoid 
a letdown.

“You’re always on guard 
the next week,” Kelly said.

Despite Purdue’s recent 
struggles — a 1-11 mark 
in 2013 and a 38-17 loss 
to Central Michigan on 
Saturday — Kelly pointed to 
Notre Dame’s last two match-
ups with the Boilermakers 
(1-1) to emphasize the need 

for focus and preparation. In 
2013, Purdue carried a lead 
into the fourth quarter be-
fore the Irish won 31-24. Two 
seasons ago in South Bend, 
Notre Dame won 20-17 after 
kicker Kyle Brindza drilled 
a 27-yard f ield goal with 
seven seconds remaining in 
regulation.

Kelly previews Purdue week

see FOOTBALL PAGE 14

Young Notre Dame team aims to overcome 
early-season struggles, injuries

see ND VBALL PAGE 14

CAROLINE GENCO | The Observer

Irish senior outside  hitter Toni Alugbue sets the ball in a game last year against Virginia Tech. Alugbue’s 
torn ACL and several other injuries to veterans caused several freshmen to start early this season.

football 

nd volleyball

CAROLINE GENCO | The Observer

Senior kicker Kyle Brindza prepares for a kickoff during Saturday night’s 31-0 win against Michigan. 
Brindza kicked a dramatic go-ahead field goal two seasons ago against this week’s opponent, Purdue.

Coach discusses suspension hearings, 
staying focused and injured players in 

advance of Boilermakers
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