










FENCING | NORTH AMERICAN CUP

Irish snag two 
individual wins

Observer Staff Report

Notre Dame had 18 current or 
former team members in action 
over the weekend at the North 
American Cup in Portland, 
Oregon. In all, the I rish tallied 
two wins and three other top-10 
�nishes.

Friday, I rish alum M ariel 
Zagunis won the D ivision 1 
women’s saber competition, 
while senior Francesca Russo 
�nished tied for third. That 
same day, three Irish freshman 
competed in D ivision 1 men’s 
saber. Ian Jones, Jonathan 
Fitzgerald and Jonah Shainberg 
�nished 19th, 20th and 22nd, 
respectively.

On the second day of the 
event, the Irish had current or 
former team members com -
peting in D ivision 1 women’s 
epee, Division 1 men’s foil and 
Division 2 women’s foil. N otre 
Dame alums, Kelley Hurley 
and Courtney Hurley �nished 
in the top ten in D ivision 1 
Women’s Epee. Kelley took sec-
ond, while Courtney �nished 
seventh. Meanwhile, senior 
Ashley Severson �nished eighth 
and senior N icole Ameli placed 
23rd.

In the men’s foil, sophomore 
Hazem Khazbak came in 28th 

place, while fellow sophomore 
John Crumpler came in just 
behind at 32nd. N otre Dame’s 
lone competitor in Division 2 
women’s foil was freshman E rin 
Dietsche, who took seventh 
place.

Sunday saw four I rish women 
in action in Division 1 women’s 
foil. Senior M adison Zeiss won 
the division’s bracket, while 
junior N icole M cKee �nished 
25th and freshmen Zoe Loh and 
Dietsche took 49th and 72nd, 
respectively.

Overall, several Irish team 
members had the opportunity 
to compete prior to a season that 
will feature individual competi -
tions through N ovember and 
December, along with exhibi -
tions against Northwestern and 
Ohio State.

In the weekend ahead, a few 
members of the I rish will com -
pete in the M en’s Foil Senior 
World Cup in San Francisco 
and the Women’s Foil Senior 
World Cup in Cancun, M exico. 
Khazbak will be one of the 
Notre Dame men participating, 
while the I rish will have Zeiss, 
McKee and junior L ee Keifer on 
the women’s side.

Both competitions will get 
underway Friday and conclude 
on Saturday.

Irish to host Northwestern 
in top-20 showdown

MEN’S SOCCER

By ALEX CARSON
Sports Writer

Fresh off a 3-2 overtime win 
over No. 16 Louisville on Friday, 
No. 6 Notre Dame will play host 
to another top-25 opponent — 
No. 20 Northwestern — tonight at 
Alumni Stadium.

The Irish (6-3-2, 3-1-1 ACC) 
posted goals from senior forward 
Vince Cicciarelli, graduate stu -
dent defender Andrew O’Malley 
and junior mid�elder P atrick 
Hodan in the L ouisville win, and 
Irish coach Bobby Clark said he 
was happy overall with the team’s 
performance.

“I thought we showed good 
patience to win the ball in the 
middle third area, and I thought 
we were able to do that and create 
some pretty good chances,” Clark 
said. “I rate Louisville very highly 
… so I was fairly pleased.”

The match, however, marked 
the second consecutive one in 
which N otre Dame conceded 
multiple goals — C lark’s team 
had not done so all year before last 
Tuesday’s 3-2 loss at Michigan.

“You don’t like losing two goals 
at home,” C lark said. “But as long 
as we get one more than the op-
position, I suppose I should be KEVIN SABITUS | The Observer

Irish graduate student defender Andrew O’Malley celebrates after 
his goal Friday in the 3-2 home win over Louisville on Friday.see M SOCCER PAGE 13

By ISAAC LORTON
Assistant Managing Editor

Defensive S truggles
Going into the game 

against North C arolina, the 
I r ish had the third best scor -
ing defense in the country, 
giv ing up only 12 points per 
game. Coming out of the 
game Saturday, the I r ish had 
dropped f ive spots to eighth 
overal l and were giv ing up 
17.2 points per game. The 
Tar Heels were able to run 91 
offensive plays and put up 43 
points against N otre D ame. 
I r ish coach Brian Kelly said 
that N orth C arolina’s up-
tempo offense contributed 
to the Tar H eels success 
against the I r ish defense and 
the need for N otre D ame’s 
offense to win a shootout.

“ We’re inexperienced in a 
number of areas, and if the 
circumstances played out, 
we could be put into that 
k ind of situation,” Kel ly said. 

“ Here are the ingredients 
for that. A team that runs an 
up�tempo offense that can 
run up to 100 plays. … We’re 
very thin on the back end, as 
evidenced late in the game. 
We were t ired and tackled 
poorly. That’s something 
that concerns us. Playing 
very fast with some young 
kids, not being able to get 
off the f ield on third down 
with our base personnel. W e 
weren’t able to situational 
substitute, so we weren’t as 
good on third down, another 
key ingredient with playing 
a team like North C arolina. 
And then turning the foot -
bal l over on offense, which 
happens.

“ I knew if those things 
happened, there could be a 
day where we needed to out-
score because we’re inexpe-
rienced in a number of areas 
on defense. We’ve been able 

FOOTBALL

Composure proves key
Kelly talks defense’s reaction to up-tempo play, offensive turnovers, ‘Frozen Five’

see FOOTBALL PAGE 14

AMY ACKERMANN | The Observer

Irish senior quarterback Everett Golson drops back to pass during Notre Dame’s 50-43 win over North 
Carolina on Saturday. Golson threw three touchdowns in the game but also turned the ball over thrice.
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