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MEN’S BASKETBALL | ND 79, MICHIGAN STATE 78 (OT)

ND WOMEN’S BASKETBALL | ND 92, MARYLAND 72

Irish upset No. 19 Michigan State in overtime

Notre Dame runs away with Final Four rematch

MICHAEL YU| The Observer

Notre Dame freshman forward Kathryn Westbeld drives inside for a shot against Holy Cross in a 104-29 
defeat of Holy Cross on Nov. 23. The Irish beat Maryland, 92-72, on Wednesday night.

Loyd’s 27 points helps ND to early 24-point lead; squad never trails despite injury to Turner

By SAMANATHA ZUBA
Assistant Managing Editor

Despite a second-half push 
by M aryland, No. 2 Notre 
Dame held on to win, 92-72, 
Wednesday at Al len County 
War Memorial C oliseum in 
Fort Wayne, Indiana.

The matchup was part of 
the ACC/ Big Ten Challenge, 
and marked the second win 
over a ranked opponent this 
season for the Ir ish (8-0), 
who also defeated then-No. 
15 Michigan State, 71-63, on 
Nov. 19.

The Ir ish dominated the 
f irst half, outscoring the 
Terrapins (6-2), 47-27. Notre 
Dame and M aryland each 
tal l ied 45 points in the sec -
ond half, however.

The Ir ish benef ited from 
two 20-plus point perfor -
mances from junior guard 
Jewell Loyd (27) and sopho-
more forward T aya Reimer 
(21). This season, Loyd is 
averaging a team-best 21.1 
points per game, and Reimer 
is averaging 10.4 points per 
game, third on the team.

Loyd contributed in ev -
ery facet of the game, add-
ing eight rebounds and six 
assists to her point total. 
Overal l, she went 8-for-15 
from the f ield, made three 
of her six 3-point attempts 
and sank eight-of-nine free 
throws for an average of just 
under one point per minute.

“ I was real ly pleased with 
her rebounding,” I r ish coach 
M uffet M cGraw said of Loyd 
after the game. “ She took 
great shots. She got to the 
free throw l ine; she got six 
assists. Everything we could 
have asked, she did.”

I r ish freshman forward 
Brianna Turner has had a 
stel lar start to her col legiate 
career but did not score in 
just four minutes of play 
Wednesday night, l imited by 
a shoulder injury suffered in 
the f irst half.

Turner wil l undergo an 
MRI today to evaluate the 
injury, M cGraw said.

Turner has earned consec-
ut ive ACC freshman of 

Backcourt, defense 
provide boost 
down stretch

‘Cautious 
optimism’ �lls 

Purcell 

Brian Hartnett
Managing Editor
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By MIKE MONACO
Senior Sports Writer

M ike Brey knew it would 
be a great early-season test 
— and potentia l conf idence 
boost — for his young team 
Wednesday night against 
No. 19 Michigan State. I t 
was both for a Notre D ame 
squad that supplied answers 
al l night en route to a 79-
78 overt ime win at a nearly 
sold-out P urcel l Pavi l ion.

“ I ’ve experienced a lot of 
excit ing nights in that bui ld -
ing there, and that’s gotta 
be one of the top ones,” the 
I r ish head coach said after 
Notre Dame’s thri l l ing v ic -
tory. “ What a great col lege 
game. Just a great game. 
And I ’m real ly proud of our 
group.”

Brey went on to praise 
Notre Dame’s physical and 
mental toughness — those 
which powered the I r ish 
through 45 minutes of 

Wednesday night brought an 
atmosphere to Purcell Pavilion 
that was all too familiar for 
Notre D ame fans and ranked 
opponents, yet it had been 
conspicuously absent for much 
of the last year.

It was the atmosphere fos-
tered by a strong performance 
by Notre D ame against a 
ranked opponent, one that 
has been present several times 
since Notre Dame’s two se-
niors started their careers — 
see Syracuse, Marquette and 
Kentucky in 2012, Louisville in 
2013 and even Duke this past 
January.

But Wednesday night’s atmo -
sphere had a slightly different 
feel than the raucous ones of 
the past. It was one of cautious 
optimism, the feeling that 
Notre D ame might be on its 
way to contending in the ROSIE RIEHL | The Observer

Irish senior guard Jerian Grant battles through traf�c during Notre Dame’s 79-78 overtime win over No. 19 
Michigan State on Wednesday night in Purcell Pavilion. Grant led all scorers with 27 points. 


