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Students look back on Hurricane Katrina

As ten-year anniversary approaches, Notre Dame Gulf Coast natives reflect on their experiences

By CLARE KOSSLER

Associate News Editor

Nearly 10 years have passed
since images of the devastation
left by Hurricane Katrina first
appeared in major news outlets,
but for some Notre Dame stu-
dents the memory of the hurri-
caneisstill as fresh as on the day
Katrina made landfall, Aug. 29,
2005.

“[The hurricane] is some-
thing that I will always remem-
ber,” Mari Tumminello, a junior
from New Orleans, said. “I can’t
even believe it was 10 years ago.
It shocks me that it’s been that
long.”

Tumminello was 10 years old
when Katrina hit. She said she
and her family evacuated their
home after reports that the hur-
ricane had become a Category

5 storm reached them. They
drove in heavy traffic from
New Orleans to Baton Rouge,
Louisiana and then flew from
there to Miami where her father,
an airline pilot, was based.

She said her family watched
the coverage of the hurricane
and its aftermath from their ho-
tel in Miami, as reports that New
Orleans had been spared the
brunt of the storm grew increas-
ingly dismal following the fail-
ure of the levee system and the
subsequent flooding of the city.

The  uncertainty  during
that time was the worst part,
Tumminello said.

“They only reported the flood-
ing, so we had no idea what
happened to our house, what
happened to anything,” she said.

see KATRINA PAGE 4
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RecSports to host Biathlon

By ANDREA VALE

News Writer

The annual RecSports
Biathlon will be held Saturday,
Aug. 29 and will begin with a
half-mile swim in St. Joseph’s
Lake followed by a two-mile
figure eight run around both St.
Joseph’s and St. Mary’s Lakes.

“The Biathlon has been go-
ing on since the early 90s, and
has been an annual event ev-
ery year,” Edward Beven, facil-
ity program coordinator for
RecSports, said. “It is typically
the first weekend of school,
depending on the football
schedule.”

According to Beven, the bi-
athlon began over a decade ago
without any particular medical
or memorial cause to prompt
its patronage; rather, the event
“was designed to give the Notre
Dame community an activity
to do the first couple weeks of
school.”

It precedes the Domer
Run, RecSport’s “bigger char-
ity event,” which will take place
Saturday, Oct. 3.

Despite the biathlon being a
relatively small and quick event
in comparison to other athletic
events put on by RecSports,
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Beven said a lot of preparation
went into planning for the com-
bination swim and run, includ-
ing meetings with the Notre
Dame Fire Department to ap-
prove plans for transportation
and safety.

“Risk management and safe-
ty is our number one priority,”
Beven said. “Staffing is done by
RecSports, which is a combina-
tion of professional staff mem-
bers and student staffing.

“Last year we had about 75
participants, so I think staying
in that ballpark would be great.
Our hope is that it’s a beauti-
ful day and that those that par-
ticipate have a great time, meet
some new friends and just en-
joy themselves. I don’t think we
could ask for much more than
that.”

Neither sophomores Anna
Volk nor Katherine Inskeep has
ever participated in this event
before, but both said they think
their previous experiences in
triathlons will help in their first
biathlon.

“I had wanted to last year, but
don’t really like running,” Volk
said.

The pair has decided to com-
bine their efforts — Volk will
complete the swimming portion
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of the event, while Inskeep will
run.

To prepare for the biathlon,
Volk drew on her past swimming
career, while Inskeep turned to
her running experiences.

“I swam competitively in high
school and managed a pool this
summer,” Volk said. “I had easy
access to a pool and remem-
bered a lot of sets that I used to
do, as well as made up some of
my own that were more biathlon
specific.”

“When I was home over the
summer, I went running with
my high school cross country
team,” Inskeep said, “It worked
out well because I had other
people to motivate me to keep
going. I actually ran the course
this morning, too, so I wouldn’t
get lost during the race.”

The biathlon is open to all
Notre Dame students, fac-
ulty and staff according to the
RecSports website. There is no
charge to register for the event.

Registration is currently open
online via RecRegister at recreg-
ister.nd.edu.

According to the website, “the
Biathlon has team or individu-
al trials; Men’s, Women’s, and

see BIATHLON PAGE 3

Law professor
participates in
peace talks

By J.P. GSCHWIND

News Writer

Colombian president
Juan Manuel Santos has
named Notre Dame Law
School professor Douglass
Cassel as a legal adviser
and negotiator in the on-
going peace talks between
the Colombian government
and the Revolutionary
Armed Forces of Colombia
(FARC).

According to a University
press release, Cassel will
serve in a six-person bi-
lateral group tasked with
developing a process for
ensuring justice for both
victims and perpetrators
of war crimes that have
occurred throughout the
last 50 years of the conflict
in Colombia. The group
has been meeting over the
summer and will continue
to meet in Havana, Cuba.

Aformer director of Notre

Dame’s Center for Civil and
Human Rights, Cassel said
he has been interested in
Colombia for some time.

“I followed the situa-
tion of human rights and
civil war for many years,”
Cassel said in an interview.
“I've been there various
times to consult with the

Douglass Cassel
professor of law

Church, the government
and with human rights
organizations”

The effects of the conflict
have devastated Colombia,
Cassel said, citing wide-
spread human rights viola-
tions and costly economic

see COLOMBIA PAGE 4
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Corrections

In the Aug. 25 issue of The Observer,
the article “SMC unveils new abroad
program” incorrectly stated John
Cabot University offers nursing
classes. The Observer regrets this
error.

UESTION OF THE DAY:

What is your go-to Disney song?

Have a question you want answered?
Email photo@ndsmcobserver.com

Lucas Unruh
junior
Zahm House

“Go the Distance.”

Sara Schunck
junior
Badin Hall

“Be aMan.”

Alanna McEachen

sophomore
McGlinn Hall

“Hakuna Matata.”

Mason Shinn
junior
St. Edward’s Hall

“My mother didn’t let me watch
Disney movies as a child.”

Luis Fernandez
freshman
Stanford Hall

“Love is an Open Door.”

Michaela Schunck

freshman
McCandless Hall

“Zero to Hero.”

MICHAEL YU | The Observer

Erin Hoffmann Harding, vice president for student affairs, and Fr. Pete McCormick, director of campus ministry, share a laugh

while serving students ice cream at the student goverment ice cream social on North Quad on Thursday.

THE NEXT FIVE

Friday

ND Women’s Soccer
vs. Santa Clara
Alumni Stadium

7 p.m.

The Irish take on Santa
Clara.

Graduate Student
Mass

Basilica of the Sacred
Heart

515 p.m.

Weekly Mass

Saturday

Biathlon

Boat House

10a.m.

Half-mile swim and
two-mile run race for
individuals and teams

Outdoor Movie
South Quad

10 p.m.

Qutdoor screening
hosted by Student
Activites Office

DAYS:

Want your event included here?
Email news @ndsmcobserver.com

Sunday

ND Women’s Soccer
vs. Portland

Alumni Stadium

1:30 p.m.

The Irish take on
Portland.

Vespers

Basilica of the Sacred
Heart

715 p.m.

Scripture readings and
prayer

Monday

Workshop: Getting
Started in Research
Brownson Hall
4p.m.-5p.m.

No sign up is required
for this event.

Respect Life Mass
Basilica of the Sacred
Heart

515 p.m.-6:15 p.m.
Sponsored by ND
Right to Life Club

Tuesday

The Greek Crisis and
the Future of Europe
Hesburgh Center for

International Studies

5p.m.-6p.m.

A flash panel

Activities Night
Joyce Center first and
second floors

7 p.m.-8:50 p.m.
Browse different clubs
and sign up.
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SMC alumna to present memoir

By KATHRYN MARSHALL

Associate Saint Mary’s Editor

On Monday, Saint Mary’s
College is hosting alumna
Mary Grace Foxwell, class
of 2007, and her father Alan
Guebert for a reading and
signing of their recently re-
leased memoir, “The Land
of Milk and Uncle Honey.”

Guebert, a nationally syn-
dicated agricultural colum-
nist, co-authored the book
with his daughter.

“The Land of Milk and

Uncle Honey” was re-
cently included on Bon
Appetit Magazine’s “20

New Food Books to Read
This Summer,” Los Angeles
Magazine’s “A  Summer
Reading List for Foodies”
and Food Tank’s “2015
Summer Reading List.”

The book is a collection
of memories gathered from
Guebert’s stories and reflec-
tions written for his weekly
“Farm and Food File” col-
umn, which has run in the
South Bend Tribune and 70
other newspapers for more
than 20 years, Foxwell said.

“[My father] started writ-
ing the column when 1
was just a young girl,” she
said. “Most of the book’s

characters had passed away
long before Iwas born. Yet as
long as I can remember, he’s
told these stories of Indian
Farm — not only to me and
my brother, but also column
readers from Maryland to
Montana — and many of us
have asked him to compile a
memoir.

“It wasn’t just me urging
my father to take on a book
project — many other folks
were as well.”

According to the Foxwell
Digital website, Indian
farm was a 720-acre, 100-
cow dairy farm in Southern
Illinois where Guebert grew
up during the 1960s. The
stories and memories relat-
ed in “The Land of Milk and
Uncle Honey” are products
of the time Foxwell’s father
spent on the farm.

With a mutual respect for
their unique gifts and abili-
ties, the father-daughter
team worked together to
share numerous lesson-
filled memories to readers
outside their immediate
family and the news col-
umn, Foxwell said.

“I wanted the lessons he
and I have learned from the
hired men, my grandparents
and my great-great-Uncle

Honey to affect and in-
form others, and to possibly
make people think about
how rural communities
have changed, what our
small towns and farms are
missing and how we can re-
turn the real ‘culture’ to ag-
riculture someday,” Foxwell
said.

Foxwell combined all her

various interests in food,
cooking, writing, editing,
reading and telling sto-

ries in an effort to write a
memoir that will inspire
conversations between
communities, she said.

“We need to talk about
where our food comes from,
who grows and packages it,
how our rural communities
and towns have changed,
where we want our future
food policies to be directed
and how we want our global
food system to look in an-
other generation or two,”
Foxwell said. “We also need
to remember the simple
lessons from Indian Farm:
hard work, humility and
caring for our community
and for the land.

“Publishing a memoir is
one way to start that con-
versation, but there are
countless other ways to

share your voice with the
world.”

Foxwell, who majored in
humanistic studies at Saint
Mary’s, said she believes the
major provided her with the
self-confidence and skills
required to take on the mul-
tifaceted project. She said
humanistic studies deep-
ened her love for reading
and learning, both of which
enabled her to complete the
memoir with her father.

“My father and I like to
say that great writers are
first and foremost great
readers,” Foxwell said. “And
I think that’s why we could
both take on this project
knowing the other person
had a shared zeal and ap-
preciation for the written
word.”

The event will take place
Monday, Aug. 31, from 6 to
8 p.m. in Rice Commons in
the student center. Copies
will be available for pur-
chase at the signing.

Additional information,
including future events and
contact information, can
be found at www.farmand-
foodfile.com.

Biathlon

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Co-Rec divisions; and Varsity
and Non-Varsity categories.”

“The biathlon is rough-
ly an 800-meter swim, and
two-mile run,” Beven said.
“Participants can do it indi-
vidually or in pairs. We meet
down at St. Joe Beach — yes,
Notre Dame has a beach.”

Registration for partici-
pants the day of the biathlon
will be open from 8:30 a.m. to
9:30 a.m. at the boathouse on
St. Joseph’s beach, located on
the far end of St. Joseph’s Lake.
The race will begin at 10 a.m.
at the boathouse.

“I really just want to have
fun, and promote swim-
ming in the lakes,” Volk said,
“Running around the lakes is
a pretty common activity for
Notre Dame students, but not
many use the beach.”

“This is a chance for Notre
Dame community members
to see what RecSports can of-
fer them,” Beven said, “We
have so many terrific events
throughout the year, and
this is a nice kickoff for the
fall. It’s a quick event, but
also challenging at the same
time. Come on out, and have
a blast.”

Contact Kathryn Marshall at
kmarsh02@saintmarys.edu

Contact Andrea Vale at
avale@nd.edu

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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Katrina

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Flooding across the city
caused billions of dollars in
damage; according to a Dec.
2005 report by the National
Climate Data Center, flood wa-
ter covered over 80 percent of
New Orleans, in some places up
to 20 feet deep.

“We were lucky in that my
house didn’t flood where I was,”
Tumminello said. “The levees
by us stayed strong, which was
great. But we had tons of wind
damage, we had brick walls
fall down, we had shingles. My
neighbor, his house imploded,
we had a tornado go down our
street.”

But although Tumminello’s
house fared well in compari-
son to much of the city, she said
her family was unable to stay
in New Orleans. With limited
flights leaving New Orleans in
the weeks and months follow-
ing the hurricane, Tumminello
said her father had to move
their family temporarily to
Miami in order to keep his job
at the airline.

“Seeing it as a kid and not un-
derstanding everything about
it — why we couldn’t go back,
why we had to stay — made it
so much more difficult,” she
said. “In hindsight, it was a
good experience for me in the
end, moving away, experienc-
ing something else, and that
would have never happened
had Katrina not happened.”

In Pass Christian, Mississippi
— which according to a 2008 re-
port by the National Hurricane
Center experienced the highest
storm surge of the hurricane at
27.8 feet — Notre Dame senior
John-Paul Drouilhet had a very
different experience of the storm.

Like Tumminello, Drouilhet’s
family evacuated the area,
but while Tumminello’s fam-
ily temporarily relocated to
Miami, Drouilhet’s returned
home to find much of their city
leveled.

“The church and school were
just gone,” he said. “There was
nothing left to either of them.

“Everything was just kind of
destroyed.”

Drouilhet said in the after-
math, volunteers helped con-
struct temporary schools for
children to attend until the city
could locate resources for more
permanent school buildings.

“Shortly after the storm,
they got enough volunteers
to come back, and we actu-
ally built a school out of a skat-
ing rink in the same town,” he
said. “Seventeen days and we
opened the school. I mean it
wasn’t perfect, it was a skating
rink with walls built in it, but it
was what we needed.”

Drouilhet’s community was
not the only one in need of
school buildings. Coming in
late August, Katrina left thou-
sands of children without a
school to attend at the begin-
ning of a new school year.

Senior Carter Boyd, of
Shreveport, Louisiana recalled
the hundreds of evacuees who

escaped to his town, many of
them school-aged children.

While the hurricane itself
did relatively little damage to
Shreveport, which is in the
northeastern part of the state,
Boyd said the evacuees from
coastal cities posed a major lo-
gistical problem.

“I was in sixth grade, and I
remember the schools just be-
came flooded with students,
because it was the beginning of
the school year, so a lot of kids
were joining the classes right
about that time and it was just
an overwhelming situation
having not enough seats but so
many kids,” he said.

In order to respond to the in-
flux of evacuees, Boyd said vol-
unteers converted many school
gyms into temporary shelters.

“lI remember going and vol-
unteering with my family in
one of these shelters and just
seeing how many people they
had crammed in there with
limited supplies,” he said. “It
became a logistical disaster.”

Like Boyd, senior May Stewart
said she remembers return-
ing to school to see many new
faces. Stewart lives in Vacherie,
Louisiana, a small town about
an hour west of New Orleans.

“I think I noticed most of the
damage when I went back to
school,” she said. “I went to a
Catholic school in a different
town, but we got a ton of stu-
dents from Catholic schools
in New Orleans that were dis-
placed because of the storm,
and so it was weird to be in
school with people who lost ev-
erything that they had.

“One of the girls that I be-
came really close with, she only
had one picture that she was
able to bring with her from her
house. I couldn’t imagine that.”

Stewart said she thinks part
of the reason the hurricane was
so devastating was that its in-
tensity took people by surprise.

“No one really thought it was
really going to be as bad as it
was going to be,” Stewart said.
“And then, by the time we real-
ized that it was, it was kind of
too late to make plans.”

Tumminello, Drouilhet, Boyd
and Stewart all said Katrina left
a lasting impression on them,
even 10 years after it hit land.

Stewart said since witnessing
Hurricane Katrina, any news of
impending disasters makes her
anxious.

“I'm always looking and see-
ing what storms are coming up
and where they are going, and
it sounds horrible, but pray-
ing that it doesn’t happen in
Louisiana because I know what
would happen to my town,”
Stewart said.

But despite the tragedy of the
storm, Tumminello said some
good came out of Hurricane
Katrina.

“It was definitely a terrible
time in my life, but it’s some-
thing that’s shaped who I am
today and I wouldn’'t be the
person I am today had it not
happened.”

Contact Clare Kossler at
ckossler@nd.edu

Colombia

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

disruptions that have in-
ternally displaced approxi-
mately six million people.

“This is longest running
civil war in the world,”
Cassel said.

While there have been
three distinct attempts to
negotiate peace between
the Colombian govern-
ment and FARC over the
last quarter century, Cassel
said the current effort holds
unique promise for several
reasons.

He said not only is
President Santos firmly
committed to achieving

peace, but FARC knows that
if they cannot come to an
agreement with him it will
be a difficult task to find a
better opportunity in the
future.

“The FARC know that if
they don’t make peace with
this president, it’s probable
going to be a long time be-
fore they’ll have any other
president as open to try-
ing to negotiate a peace,”

Cassel said. “Then the war
may just go on endlessly.”

Additionally, Cassel said
the asymmetric nature
of the conflict means it
is exceptionally difficult
to eliminate entirely the
FARC. Thus, he said a nego-
tiated peace is a much more
appealing option.

“It’s impossible to com-
pletely defeat the guerrillas
because they're very mo-
bile, they only hang out in
the jungle and it only takes
two guerrillas to blow up an
oil pipeline — which they
did in June, cutting off the
water supply or poisoning
the water supply for an en-
tire city of 200,000 people,”
Cassel said. “Even a well-
equipped and well-trained
army like the Colombian
army, which is probably the
strongest army in the hemi-
sphere outside of the United
States, can’t completely
eliminate these guys.”

However, Cassel said in
recent years the Colombian
government has neutral-
ized FARC as a convention-
al military threat capable of
engaging Colombian armed

Follow us on Twitter.

@NDSMCObserver

forces directly.

According to Cassel, the
biggest obstacle to secur-
ing a peace deal is enforc-
ing justice for atrocities. He
said an agreement must in-
clude provisions to encour-
age truth-telling, punish
wrong-doing and restore
harmony.

Besides the ethical con-
siderations of justice,
Cassel said for any deal to
stand a chance of success
it must satisfy numerous
pragmatic requirements in-
cluding complying with in-
ternational law and gaining
the collective support of the
government, FARC and the
Colombian people.

Ultimately, Cassel said,
justice remains the central
issue.

“If we can’t find a solution
to the justice issue, there
will be no peace agree-
ment,” Cassel said. “We
cannot simply forget every-
thing that happened. There
needs to be some form of
justice.”

Contact J.P. Gschwind at
jgschwin@nd.edu
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INSIDE COLUMN

LETTERTO THE EDITOR

What even is
art, anyway?

Lesley Stevenson
Senior News Writer

Throughout my time at Notre Dame, I've
been saying  want to take an art class, just
for fun. Just, you know, like an English major
might take an engineering class for kicks. I
have no real business taking an art class, first
because I have no training and second because
I'm not sure what it is — art is notoriously dif-
ficult to define. At least with something like
calculus, I'd know what I'm getting into.

But that’s exactly what I love about art.
Consider “Untitled Painting,” a work by Art &
Language — a real person whose real name is
Michael Baldwin. Hanging in London’s Tate
Modern, it is described simply as “mirror on
canvas.”

According to the display caption, Baldwin
challenges the “century-old convention” of
forcing viewers to “look at an image of the art-
ist’s making.” Instead, “viewers are now con-
fronted by themselves, thereby questioning
along-held notion of painting transcending
reality.”

“Okay, Tate Modern,” I thought when I first
saw it. “This is a mirror. It is mounted on a can-
vas. It is not a painting; it is a mirror. You aren’t
fooling anyone.”

But, you know, any of us could have hung
amirror on a wall and called it our magnum
opus. We just didn’t. The most absurd thing is
this is what I remember best from my visit to
the museum, even half a year later.

Artis an absurd concept. Think of Salvador
Dali, whose fine, fine brushstrokes are so small
and silky smooth that his paintings look print-
ed in ink. You can’t dispute his mastery, even
if the works are, well, rife with phallic symbols
and creepy crawlies and random eggs.

Or how about Harry Potter? Did you know
that in Mad-Eye Moody’s first classroom scene
in the fourth movie, director Mike Newell uses
more than 35 different camera angles, all from
varying heights, slants and perspectives, to
disorient the viewer and make Mad-Eye more
intimidating?

Or, listen, if you're in New York, you have to
see “Hamilton.” With a book, music and lyrics
all by Lin-Manuel Miranda of “In the Heights
fame,” this musical tells the biography of
Alexander Hamilton entirely through hip-hop
and rap music. And it works. It’s absurd, sure,
but it works — just ask Obama (he saw it in
July).

Artis an absurd concept because it’s too
broad to define. That doesn’t mean any old
thing can be art, but who am I to judge? To me
it seemed silly to call a mirror a painting, but
then again, I'm writing a senior thesis on the
Harry Potter movies. Clearly I, too, find artistic
merit in strange places.

So I'm taking an art class, like a fish out of
water trying to walk on unfamiliar ground.

It’s an absurd thing for me to do, but absurd
situations sometimes create the most beauty.
My work might not make it as far as the Tate
Modern, but hey, Art & Language hung a mir-
ror up and called it a painting. Who's to say
one of us couldn’t do it next?

Contact Lesley Stevenson at Istevenl @nd.edu

The views expressed in the Inside Column are
those of the author and not necessarily those of
The Observer.

My year becoming a survivor,
supporter and activist

This past year, three of my close friends became
victims of sexual and physical assault. I became a
victim, and then a survivor, of dating violence, sex-
ual harassment and stalking. The ability to be a nor-
mal college student was taken away from me. Every
week, I had at least three of the following: police
interview, Title IX meeting, meeting with the Office
of Community Standards, meeting with a lawyer
who was investigating a Title IX case, meeting with
an administrator, meeting with my resource coun-
selor or meeting with my case manager. Sometimes
I didn’t even know whether the meeting was for my
case or for a friend’s case. So naturally, my first pri-
ority, and the main topic on my mind most of the
time, was not when my dorm dance was, what exam
I had coming up, what parties were happening this
weekend or how our school was doing in sports. It
was rape, sexual assault, physical assault, the bro-
ken legal and school systems, Title IX legislation
and the sheer number of survivors who never expe-
rience justice. I saw “The Hunting Ground” twice at
my school and both times sat in my chair thinking,
this is the world I am living in right now. The world
I see that others don’t. A world of abuse and broken-
ness and college campuses letting rapists go free
so that their sexual assault statistics stay low. It’s a
world I never asked to be a part of, but now my eyes
are opened, I can’t help but feel called to action.

The fact that 100,000 college students will be
raped next year, according to the Feb. 11 Newsweek
article about “The Hunting Ground,” is disgusting.
The fact that my school currently only recognizes
dating and domestic violence to be physical, when
the federal definition encompasses physical, verbal,
emotional and cyber abuse, is just plain wrong. The
fact that so many men in our country believe they
have the right to physically and verbally violate
women and men in a way that profoundly changes
the victim’s life is horrifying. But most people do
not feel called to action until it hits home, and in
fact, stand by and watch dating abuse or sexual

assault occur without stepping in. An excerpt from
Judith Herman’s book “Trauma and Recovery” ex-
plains this phenomenon: “It is very tempting to take
the side of the perpetrator. All the perpetrator asks
is that the bystander do nothing. He appeals to the
universal desire to see, hear and speak no evil. The
victim, on the contrary, asks the bystander to share
the burden of pain. The victim demands engage-
ment, and remembering ...”

I lost many “friends” last year, as some decided
to side with my abuser, or asked to be “left out of
it.” They claimed that my abuse wasn’t their issue,
and they shouldn’t have to address it. My argu-
ment is this: Intentional complacency in the face
of violence is the same as condoning it. If you don’t
speak out, you are supporting the abuser. It’s that
simple. This is especially relevant considering that
my abuser has seven other victims that he has sexu-
ally, physically and verbally abused and assaulted.
These other women were harassed, blackmailed
and threatened the same way I was. Had someone
spoken up for even one of the other seven women,
I can’t help but imagine that I might not have been
an abuse victim. But I am not going to let there be a
ninth victim.

My friends and family have asked me when I'll
go back to normal. I don’t think I ever will. Once
you see the psychological trauma that survivors
of assault and abuse endure, or even experience it
yourself, you can’t go back. So now I'm moving for-
ward and trying to determine how I can best create
change. I would love to be a part of the grassroots
activist movements educating students about their
Title IX rights and pushing for stricter state and fed-
eral legislation. We’ll just have to see what’s in store
for my future!

Noelle Langmack
senior
off-campus

Aug. 27
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Don’t give up on the Voting Rights Act

Jordan Ryan
Words of WisDome

An extremely fine line exists between proper
federal authority and an imposition upon states’
Constitutional rights, especially when it comes to
voting laws. While voter ID and absentee voting
laws dominate the media, these are all propelled
by one piece of legislation — one that was recent-
ly changed: the Voting Rights Act. The effects of
this change could be extreme.

In 1965, President Lyndon Johnson pushed the
United States forward with the passage of the
Voting Rights Act (VRA). Long overdue, this land-
mark legislation was deemed the turning point in
the fight for all-inclusive voting rights. However,
buried within this well-intentioned legislation is
a coverage formula (outlined in section 4(b) of the
law) designed to target states that, as of that time,
were believed to have enacted inequitable voting
laws. Section 4(b) provides that if the voting and
population data of a particular state yields an un-
satisfactory result after application of a compli-
cated algorithm, the state would be placed under
federal preclearance, meaning that the United
States Attorney General would have to approve
all voting law changes within a pre-cleared state
before that law could be implemented. Masked
behind noble intentions, this section unfairly
targeted mostly Southern states which had his-
torically cast a majority of votes for Republican
candidates, such as Alabama, Georgia, Texas and
Virginia.

In June 2013, the Supreme Court, in a close 5-to-
4 decision, corrected this inequity when it ruled
in Shelby County v. Holder that the coverage
formula was unconstitutional. The Court agreed
that the formula was based on outdated informa-
tion and should be discarded, but that Congress
should not throw out the idea of reviewing state

voter legislation totally. They wanted Congress to
go back to the drawing board. However, Congress
simply annulled section 4(b), therefore wholly
eliminating preclearance of violating states’ vot-
ing laws.

The Court’s decision has been roundly criti-
cized as a step backwards in voter’s rights, but
such criticism is misplaced. The Supreme Court’s
rejection of the formulaic provisions of the VRA
will ultimately promote more equitable and in-
clusive voting rights in those states subject to the
statute — in fact, it already has.

Section 4(b) was outdated and unfairly bur-
dened certain states. The jurisdictions targeted
by section 4(b) may have been areas of voter
suppression in the 60s, but those unacceptable
conditions have improved tremendously. For ex-
ample, according to The Economist, “in 1965 a
mere 6.7 percent of African American voters in
Mississippi were registered; by 1988 the propor-
tion was 74.2 percent. That year in Louisiana, as
in Texas and Georgia in 2004, a higher proportion
of African Americans than Caucasians were reg-
istered to vote.” Voting rights climates in targeted
states have thankfully evolved.

More surprising is the climate of states not cov-
ered by the formula. For example, according to a
June 2013 New York Times report, Massachusetts,
which is not covered by sections 4 of the VRA,
had the greatest disparity in registration be-
tween Caucasians and African Americans during
the 2012 Presidential election. Furthermore, as
Chief Justice John Roberts observed in the Shelby
County opinion, in the 2012 election, “African-
American voter turnout exceeded white voter
turnout in five of the six States originally cov-
ered.” The nine states under original preclear-
ance simply no longer represent the problems in
the American election landscape.

The cataclysmic consequences, which many
predicted would flow from the County decision,

simply have not come to pass. As we reach the
second anniversary of the Court’s opinion, a
number of states, including many of those tar-
geted Southern states, have passed laws which
have unquestionably benefited all voters, laws
such as those permitting online voter registra-
tion. Following the Court’s opinion, many of the
states formerly subject to the preclearance re-
quirements of the VRA also have enacted other
voter related laws which have received wide
support. For example, many of these states have
enacted voter identification laws designed to
prevent fraud in elections. The Washington Post
has reported that 75% of Americans support the
notion that photo identification ought to be a pre-
requisite to vote. The presumption made in many
circles that states formerly subject to section 4(b)
would, after the Shelby County opinion, enact
laws suppressing the right to vote, particularly
among minority communities, has simply proven
to be false.

What we see instead is that states with no
preclearance requirement have witnessed poor
voter outcomes. This begs the question: If pre-
clearance set Southern states on a path towards
successful polling practices, then shouldn’t all
states be placed under preclearance? If yes, then
Congress ought to redesign section 4(b). If 4(b) is
not the reason we have seen change, then states
should be given the right to decide their own fate.
Sometimes, the states have it right and federal
intervention is not necessary. Yet perhaps federal
intervention is needed when it comes to a right as
fundamental as suffrage. It is up to us to decide.

Jordan Ryan, a sophomore resident of Lyons Hall,
studies political science and peace studies along
with minors in constitutional studies and business
economics. She can be reached at jryanl5@nd.edu

The views expressed in this column are those of the
author and not necessarily those of The Observer.
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Work together, not apart

Toward the end of the spring semester, I
watched from afar as Saint Mary’s students
and alumnae signed a petition to get President
Mooney’s attention about sexual assaults at
Saint Mary’s in the wake of the viewing of “The
Hunting Ground.” When students sat down with
her for a meeting a few days later, she made it
very clear that it was hard to work with Notre
Dame. Notre Dame and Saint Mary’s have al-
ways had a special relationship, and it seems to
me they should work together on this important
issue.

On Sept. 10, 2010, exactly 22 days into my
freshman year of college at Saint Mary’s, I came
home from my Italian class only to find am-
bulances and police everywhere as a student
was brought down in a stretcher and taken to
the hospital. For the next few hours, the fresh-
man dorm I lived in was basically on lockdown
as RAs went from room to room pleading with
us to stay still in light of a crisis. They did not
tell us what was going on, and rumors began to
circulate. Later we would receive an email from
Dr. Mooney telling us a student had died, Lizzy
Seeburg, the girl who lived across the hall from
me.

I was not friends with her and didn’t know
her beyond hellos in the bathroom, but over the
next few weeks she was constantly in everyone’s

thoughts. I watched as one of her closest friends
cried through most of the next week of classes. I
watched her parents come from the service, and
I watched as all the details of the sexual assault
came to light.

With every detail, Saint Mary’s students be-
came angrier and angrier towards Notre Dame
for how they handled the case, then at the end
of freshman year, the story hit closer to home.
One of my friends was sexually assaulted by her
boyfriend and spent the next six months bring-
ing charges against him at Notre Dame, but to no
avail. She later tried to kill herself and was asked
to leave by the University, transferring away in
the fall.

In 2012, there was a sexual assault on a Notre
Dame student near the Grotto, and the suspect
was seen taking off down Saint Mary’s Road to-
wards Saint Mary’s, knife in hand. I remember
it clearly because Notre Dame was sent an alert
but not Saint Mary’s. Students at Notre Dame
began texting their friends at Saint Mary’s, and
my wonderful boyfriend at the time told me not
to go outside that night. It seems that while Saint
Mary'’s security dropped the ball with alert-
ing us, the students at both campuses made up
for the lapse, passing the message around until
everyone knew. It would be so easy for the two
security forces to communicate and yet it seems

so rare.

One fourth of women in college will be sexu-
ally assaulted, according to the non-profit rape-
prevention organization One in Four, and that is
just the number reported; in the sexual assault
training we had at Saint Mary’s, it was thought
to be one third because so much is not reported.
Notre Dame is the most wonderful community
in the world. I have seen us come together for
tragedy and victory alike. I love Notre Dame
just as much as I love Saint Mary’s, though some
Saint Mary’s students and staff have gotten the
impression that for Notre Dame, Saint Mary’s
College is the little sister in the relationship, an-
noying and to be ignored. This issue is bigger
than any relationship problems the two schools
might have and the presidents of both schools
need to work together in order to help create a
safer space for women of both schools for the
upcoming school year and future years to come.
The community is too intertwined not to.

The ring I wear every day says Saint Mary’s-
Notre Dame. The founders of the two schools,
who worked together frequently, would be devas-
tated to see the divide today.

Alex Penler
class of 2014
Aug. 27



THE OBSERVER | FRIDAY, AUGUST 28, 2015 | NDSMCOBSERVER.COM

With N.W.A'’s biopic, “Straight Outta
Compton,” still fresh on moviegoers’
minds, the Scene staff brainstormed:
Which music group deserves the next
biopic? Which artist has a story so in-
teresting and wildly unbelievable on
their way to the top that the only way
to believe it is to, well, see it. And see
it on the silver screen, in all its glory
(preferably in a film less than three
hours).

By MIKO MALABUTE

Scene Editor

We essentially did the “Wu-Tang
spread” on yesterday’s Scene section,
and after watching “Straight Outta
Compton,” I thought to myself: When
will Wu-Tang get their silver screen
shine? The “Wu” brand is iconic, even
to people who don’t listen to their en-
tire catalogue — after all, does anyone
remember “Wu Wear”? They had an
entire clothing line just based on their
hip-hop group. Only 50 Cent’s “G-Unit”
clothing line could top them in that
arena. My lone issue is this: How in the
world are producers and directors sup-
posed to find enough good actors? The
producers of “Straight Outta Compton”

JANICE CHUNG | The Observer

had a bit of trouble finding the perfect
five cast members to fill the shoes of
the original five NW.A. members, and
the original Wu-Tang Clan had almost
double N.W.A’s numbers. That’s alot of
starring roles.

By ADAM RAMOS

Scene Writer

Weezer may not go down in history
as the most critically acclaimed band
of all time, but their story is certainly
something. Take four awkward, geeky
college kids and turn them into one
of rock’s biggest name in just a few
short months. Whether it be Weezer’s
hysterically dorky music videos like
“Buddy Holly” or “Pork and Beans” or
its ability to craft some of alt-rock’s
most catchy hooks in songs like “Say
It Ain't So” or “My Name Is Jonas,”
the band offers something for ev-
eryone. Yet to me, Weezer provides a
perfect snapshot of that late '90s and
early 2000s childhood in which I was
raised. Every time I hear the boom-
ing intro of “Beverly Hills,” I immedi-
ately begin to reminisce about my iPod
Shuffle. I even remember jamming
out to “Undone — The Sweater Song”

on my sweet “Guitar Hero” set for the
PlayStation that I got for Christmas.
Any biopic encapsulating that weird
and fabulous time in life would be a
movie I would love to see. Only ques-
tion left would be who to play Rivers
Cuomo? My vote would go to Michael
Cera.

By KATHY MINKO

Scene Writer

Anyone else interested in witness-
ing one of history’s most influential
rock groups’ rise to fame? I would
love to see Ireland’s own U2 on the big
screen. A Dublin high school garage
band’s transformation into activism —
not to mention footage of Bono rock-
ing sweet sunglasses and The Edge
soloing and soundchecking — would
make quite the coming-of-age story,
right? Honestly, I'd just love to see
them perform “Vertigo,” “Beautiful
Day,” “One,” “Ordinary Love” (ugh,
so many songs I can’t choose from)
throughout Dublin. Side note, I'd re-
ally like them to cover “Still Haven’t
Found What I'm Looking For” at a wed-
ding, even though that may not hap-
pen in a big motion picture. That’s just

a bucket-list thing. Universal would
need a talented line-up, but Drake
Bell definitely reminds me of a young
Bono. All in all, U2 would make an ex-
cellent biopic for all ages to reminisce
and enjoy.

By MATT MUNHALL

Scene Writer

The problem most music biopics run
into is trying to cram an artist’s entire
decades-long career into a 90-minute
film instead of focusing on just one pe-
riod. Kanye West is arguably the most
important musician of the past de-
cade but also one of the most public.
Yet, after he interrupted Taylor Swift at
the 2009 VMAs, he disappeared from
the public eye — one of the few peri-
ods of his life that was not incessantly
covered by the tabloids. In the months
that followed, he worked as an intern
at Fendi and retreated to a compound
in Hawaii to record “My Beautiful Dark
Twisted Fantasy.” It’s the story of how
the most hated man in the world went
into exile, excised his demons and cre-
ated the best artistic work of his career
— a classic American story of redemp-
tion for the 21st century.
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By MATT MUNHALL

Scene Writer

For better or worse, in the second
decade of the 21st century, so much of
human communication has come to be
mediated through devices and screens.
The debate around the massive chang-
es brought about by the digital age is
so frequently polarizing: Are we more
connected or more isolated than ever
before? Edward Snowden’s 2013 rev-
elations about the National Security
Agency’s surveillance programs have
likewise sparked discussions about the
privacy, or lack thereof, of our commu-
nication online. The prevalence, how-
ever, of both these technologies and
the conversation about their role in our
lives have made it a fertile topic for ex-
ploration by musicians in recent years.

“We're still connected, but are we even
friends?” Win Butler asks on Arcade
Fire’s 2013 single “Reflektor.” Over the
course of a nearly seven-minute disco
track, Butler and Régine Chassagne
continue to question what it means to
communicate online, theorizing that

it'’s “just a reflection of a reflection/of a
reflection of a reflection.”

Father John Misty’s “True Affection,”
off this year’s excellent “I Love You,
Honeybear,” explores the inadequacy
of digital communication as well. The
track’s electronic production stands
out on an album of folk rock songs, with
Josh Tillman embracing digital tech-
nology in his music even as it bemoans
its social effects. “When can we talk/
With the face/Instead of using all these
strange devices?” he asks at the begin-
ning of each verse, suggesting that real-
life communication is still the best way
to show affection.

Drake offers a critique of social media
on “Energy,” from his recent mixtape,
“If You're Reading This It’s Too Late.” On
the track, he complains about women
“askin’ me about the code for the Wi-Fi/
So they can talk about they timeline/
And show me pictures of they friends/
Just to tell me they ain’t really friends.”
The rapper interrogates how the mean-
ing of friendship has changed because
of social media and bemoans how fre-
quently it becomes a distraction, even

in real-life conversation.

“Digital Witness,” the 2014 single
by St. Vincent, wonders about our re-
liance on social media. On the song’s
chorus, Annie Clark sarcastically asks,
“If I can’t show it, if you can’t see me/
What’s the point of doing anything?”
The song is clearly cautious about the
performative nature of social media
and the tendency to constantly be cap-
turing moments to share online. “Watch
me jump right off the London Bridge!”
she jokes at one point, pointedly critiqu-
ing the narcissistic, attention-seeking
aspects of social media.

M.I.A’’s “Internet Connection” is also
about our dependence on the Internet,
evenasitembraces digital sounds, using
samples such as the Photo Booth count-
down timer and the sound of emptying
your trash folder to create what she calls
a “digital ruckus.” Over this beat, she re-
lates the experience of “surfin’ out of my
mind” and the difficulty of turning off
the computer to go “do something.”

EMA’s underrated 2014 album “The
Future’s Void” addresses many of the
same issues, especially on “3Jane,

which discusses the effects of con-
stantly sharing about yourself online.
“Feel like I blew my soul out/Across
the interwebs and streams,” Erika M.
Anderson sings, "It was a million piec-
es/Of silver, and l watched them gleam.”
The Internet leaves a “hole so big inside
of me” and makes her feel disconnected
from the world.

So many of these artists raise their
concerns about the digital age as ques-
tions — these discussions about the im-
pacts of technology are still very much
unresolved. At the very least, however,
these songs force us to consider the ef-
fect on ourselves and how we interact
with others. As Clark wrote in a review
of “Reflektor,” but which could also be
applied to the other songs of this play-
list, this music “elucidates constant
psychic vacillation between uber-con-
nection and utter disconnection. They
ask you to be aware of your fractured at-
tention span/psyche/in touch with your
humanity.”

Contact Matt Munhall at
mmunhall@nd.edu

By ADAM RAMOS

Scene Writer

In today’s world, artists’ music is just
not paying the bills like it used to. The
fact is, no one is buying CDs anymore.
Moreover, illegal downloads — along
with services that pay very little for
music, like Spotify or Apple Music —
make it impossible for artists to reach
the riches of artists past. Yet, there is a
small silver lining for us music lovers —
artist are now forced to perform more
in order to recoup some of the lost rev-
enue. This is where festivals come in.

Nowadays, every major city across
the globe boasts a music festival ful-
ly loaded with an impressive lineup
of artists from all genres. Whether
it is Barcelona’s Primavera Sound or
Delaware’s Firefly Music Festival (the
one I graced this summer), festivals are
popping up all around world and con-
sistently selling out. Which beckons

the question I grapple with every time I
go anywhere: What sort of stuff should
I bring?

Have no fear, after a full four days in
the midst of music festival mayhem this
summer, | have gathered some advice,
which I shall bequeath to all the men
out there with similar innate clueless-
ness. This is not a tale of fashion; this
is a story of pragmatism. Every piece I
selected serves a purpose: Between the
heat, the long hours and large crowds,
itis crucial to pack smart. Take heed, or
next summer when you and your squad
take the local festival, you won'’t be a
happy camper.

Shorts, T-shirts and tanks should
make up the most of your suitcase.
However, it’s important to take the
material into consideration. Any light,
preferably water-wicking material will
help prevent against chafe and keep
you cooler in those chaotic crowds.
Sock material is also very important to

consider — dry fit is essential.
Speaking of feet, shoes can make or
break the experience. Its no secret be-
ing at Festival involves a lot of walking,
yet many don’t put this into consider-
ation when bringing shoes. A solid run-
ning shoe does the trick and while you
are it, throw a support insole into that
puppy. Don’t stop at one pair though:
One muddy day and your shoes could
be toast, so bring an extra or two.
Think back to this summer — you
see a picture of some kids you went
to high school with at a music festi-
val, and what are the guys wearing
on their backs? Hydration backpacks
(CamelBak being the most popular
brand), of course. I was a bit hesitant at
first, but after some research, I settled
on a Teton hydration backpack. Once
you get past taking sips of water out of a
backpack, having a large supply of por-
tably cold water was a lifesaver. Even
better, most hydration backpacks allow

for easy storage for things like sun-
screen, wallets and poncho. Ponchos
are also essential: If not for wearing in
rain, they at least make great blankets
for sitting during those slower shows.

No matter what you end up pack-
ing, make sure you're not the guy who
takes up half the car with his things.
Festivals are some of the most fun and
amazing places on earth, but they are
certainly not glamorous — especially
for guys. Tryrolling your clothes to help
conserve space in those cramped cars.

As we begin to approach the fall and
the cold air that comes with it, let’s try
to not forget that festival season is just
two short semesters away. Yet, with
presale tickets becoming more read-
ily available, it’s never too early to be-
gin getting your summer festival plan
together.

Contact Adam Ramos at
aramos6@nd.edu

JANICE CHUNG | The Observer
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SPORTSAUTHORITY

MEN'’S GOLF

Searching for the
perfect playoft

Daniel O’Boyle
Sports Writer

Let’s get this straight
before the college football
season starts: The answer
is six. Not eight, not four,
not 16 — there should be
six teams in the College
Football Playoff.

This isn’t a reactionary
solution to last year’s situ-
ation, in which six teams
ended the season with an
argument for a shot at the
title (last season is just
proof that six is such a
convenient point for a cut-
off), and it’s not a plan for
a guaranteed spot for Notre
Dame in the playoff every
single year alongside five
conference champions; a
six-team playoff just works.
It means the regular season
is still incredibly impor-
tant, while solving the mess
that is the college football
landscape.

Let me outline my pro-
posal a little more. Six
teams are selected: I don’t
think there needs to be au-
tomatic qualification for
“Power Five” conference
champions, but I would
expect them to take five
spots almost every year.
That would leave one spot
to be fought over by co-
champions, conference
runners-up, independents
and champions from the
“Group of Five” confer-
ences. Most years, that
selection will only produce
one really worthy team (the
second of TCU and Baylor
last year), and a second can
earn a spot if they truly
have a stronger case than
a Power Five champion,
meaning Power Five teams
will still have an incentive
to draw up a tough out-of-
conference schedule. The
top two teams would then
get a bye straight into the
semifinals. Will there be
argument over who gets
the bye? Of course, but
the teams missing out get
a chance to show they de-
served it and still compete
for the championship.

Maybe it’s because I'm
not American, and I grew
up watching soccer, but I
don’t really love playoffs.
My beloved Reading FC'’s
regular failures in promo-
tion playoffs, often as the
top seed, probably didn’t
help either. If college foot-
ball could go without one,
I wouldn’t mind. It can’t
because with so many dif-
ferent conferences and
schedules a champion
is never clear, but I still
believe a playoff should

be small. Not four teams
because five power con-
ferences fighting for four
places makes no sense, but
six is as big as it needs to
go.

Americans love play-
offs, they love to see an
underdog overcome the
odds and win, but do they
really deserve it if they
weren’t the best team over
the course of the season?
Would Michigan State re-
ally have been worthy na-
tional champions last year,
or South Carolina the year
before?

And the more teams you
let in, the less the regular
season matters. One thing
that makes college foot-
ball special in American
sports is that every single
game matters for a national
championship contender.
Lose one game, and there’s
a chance your title hopes
are gone; lose two, and it’s
almost certain. There’s no
other major sport that’s so
unforgiving, and it means
that every second of the
season can be exciting. You
never know when the next
twist in the season will
come. With a larger playoff,
the champion is the best
team at the end of the sea-
son but not always the best
team over the whole sea-
son. In every other sport,
you can get hot late in the
season, but in college foot-
ball, you have to start hot
and stay hot.

With an eight-team play-
off, a loss isn’t a great con-
cern — you know one loss
should see you in, and even
a second isn’t a huge worry.
But with six, not only are
your chances of making the
playoff slimmer, but you're
always fighting for that bye.
That means there’s still a
real reward for a perfect
regular season. Not a mo-
ment goes by in the season
of a contender that doesn’t
have national champion-
ship implications: There’s
a chance of redemption for
one or even two losses, but
the top teams will be fight-
ing for a top-two spot, not
just a top-six one.

Sure it’s only a two-team
difference, and eight teams
is probably a better option
than four, but if you want
every single week of college
football to really matter, a
playoff needs six teams: no
more, no less.

Contact Daniel O’Boyle at
doboylel @nd.edu

The views expressed in this
Sports Authority are those of the
author and not necessarily those
of The Observer.

Irish tee off season with
Kickoft Challenge

By SEAN KILMER
Sports Writer

While the rest of campus
will be enjoying the first
weekend back at school,
Notre Dame will be opening
its season at Warren Golf
Course in the Notre Dame
Kickoff Challenge.

Irish head coach James
Kubinski said he expects
the team to treat this tour-
nament seriously and would
like to see the first step to a
better year for the Irish af-
ter finishing 11th at the ACC
championships last season.

“Our expectation this first
week is to come out with
great focus, compete, start
building those good habits
and give ourselves an op-
portunity to win,” Kubinski
said.

The Irish did not lose any
golfers from last season and
welcome three freshmen
to the program, Ben Albin,
Kevin Conners and Miguel
Delgado, all of whom could

contribute this season,
Kubinski said. Albin comes
to Notre Dame on the heels
of a high school state cham-
pionship, where he bird-
ied the final two holes to
give his team a one-stroke
victory.

With a trio of fresh-
men looking to contribute,
Kubinski said he’s not quite
sure of the mix of golf-
ers who will compete this
weekend.

“We’re determining right
now how many of our fresh-
men will get in there,”
Kubinski said. “All three
have built highly-compet-
itive résumés. I do expect
good things from our re-
turning guys. I like the work
they’ve done these last few
months.”

At the ACC champion-
ships in April, junior Blake
Barens finished tied for
46th to lead the Irish at
11-over par for the tourna-
ment, while junior Matthew
Rushton, senior Corey

Sciupider and senior Tyler
Wingo all finished within
three strokes of Barens,
giving the Irish a tight pack
of golfers headed into this
season.

While this is the first
tournament of the season,
Kubinski said he wants to
see his team perform in
tense situations from the
start.

“Our goal is actually
to apply some pressure,”
Kubinski said. “I'd like to
see our guys comfortable
when things are consid-
ered by most to be uncom-
fortable. Learning to do so
will allow them to tap into
the physical talent they
undoubtedly have. I really
like this group. I believe in
them.”

The Irish tee off Sunday
at Warren Golf Course for
the Notre Dame Kickoff
Challenge.

Contact Sean Kilmer at
skilmer@nd.edu

NCAA MEN’S BASKETBALL

Recent arrests add to
Hoosiers’ troubles

Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Indiana
coach Tom Crean questioned
his team’s leadership and
challenged his players to
make better decisions on and
off the court Thursday.

Failing to meet those ex-
pectations could have more
serious ramifications.

In his first public com-
ments since Indiana’s most
recent legal embarrassment,
the frustrated coach apolo-
gized to fans for having an-
other legal run-in play out in
public and insisted his top
priority between now and
November’s season opener
will be getting the program
righted.

“We’'ve got to get a team,
guys that understand that
they play for Indiana and not
atIndiana,” Crean said. “Even
some of our Indiana guys
have got to understand that.
Ultimately, I'm responsible
but our internal leadership
has been less than poor for

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR SALE

CONDO-Mishawaka, Sedgwick

the last two years, and it’s got
to get better.”

Or Crean will get tougher.

The Hoosiers have been
dealing with these sorts of
problems since former player
Hanner Mosquera-Perea was
arrested on an OWI charge
in February 2014. Mosquera-
Perea was booted off the team
in May, after a teammate,
Devin Davis, was cited for
marijuana possession. While
Mosquera-Perea was not cit-
ed, he was with Davis, who
also was dismissed.

Crean  said  Thursday
he should have booted
Mosquera-Perea after the ar-
rest 18 months ago.

Since then, Crean has at-
tempted to get his players’ at-
tention with suspensions and
internal discipline.

But the problems have not
dissipated.

In November, Davis sus-
tained a serious brain injury
after he was hit by a car driv-
en by teammate Emmitt Holt.
Police determined Holt was

not at fault because Davis
jumped in front of the vehi-
cle. According to the police
report, both players had been
drinking even though they
were under age.

Last weekend, Holt, a
sophomore, and freshman
Thomas Bryant were cited by
Indiana State Excise Police
for illegal possession of an al-
coholic beverage. Police said
each was found with a bot-
tle of vodka in a parked car
and that neither was in the
driver’s seat — not far from
where the November accident
occurred.

No punishments have been
announced yet, and athletic
director Fred Glass said he
doesn’t expect that to happen
until next week.

The latest run-in has reig-
nited concern among fans
and former players about
what’s happening inside the
program and what can be
done to fix it.

They’re not the only ones
upset.

The Observer accepts classifieds every business day from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Notre Dame office,

024 South Dining Hall. Deadline for next-day classifieds is 3 p.m. All classifieds must be prepaid. The

charge is 5 cents per character per day, including all spaces. The Observer reserves the right to edit

all classifieds for content without issuing refunds.

House, 3BR 2.5 BA. View of park
and riverwalk. Secured entrance
with underground parking. $95,900.
Call 574-255-3862

I'm never gonna catch my breath.
Say goodbye to those who knew me.
Boy, was | a fool in school for cutting
gym. This guy’s got ‘em scared
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ND VOLLEYBALL

Young Irish squad set to start season

By MANNY DE JESUS
Sports Writer

Notre Dame will startits cam-
paign this weekend as it travels
to Murfreesboro, Tennessee,
to compete in the Blue Raider
Bash.

Last season, the Irish strug-
gled mightily away from Purcell
Pavilion, winning just twice
outside South Bend, but will
have a chance to improve on
that from the opening weekend
as they play a trio of teams that
failed to post a winning record
last season — Saturday, the
Irish take on a Bowling Green
squad that went 7-21 last year
before playing Cleveland State,
which posted a .500 record. The
weekend will conclude against
hosts Middle Tennessee State,
which finished 9-21 a campaign
ago.

Besides looking to improve
upon its 6-23 record (3-15 ACC)
from last season, Notre Dame
will have to cope with the loss
of six seniors. With just three
upperclassmen on this year’s
squad, new Irish head coach Jim
McLaughlin will have to rely
on senior outside hitter Haley
Bonneval, junior middle blocker

Simmone Collins and junior
middle blocker Katie Higgins to
lead one of the youngest teams
in the conference.

“Unfortunately, the side ef-
fect of a rebuilding season —
new coach, new conference,
and a lot young talent — is of-
ten a rough record,” Higgins
said. “However, all throughout
the season, I saw glimpses of
the greatness that this team is
capable of. In the middle of the
season, we won two of three
games down at Purdue for the
Purdue Active Ankle Challenge,
and we have been having some
great scrimmages  during
preseason.”

Upperclassmen aren’t the
only leaders on the team.
Sophomore outside hitter Sam
Fry was given All-ACC fresh-
men honors last season and
has been recently honored with
All-ACC preseason honors. Fry
was second on the team in kills,
with 242, and after losing three
of the top four players in kills,
Fry will be expected to have
a repeat performance of her
freshman year.

The majority of the remain-
ing experience comes from a
trio of sophomores — outside

hitter Sydney Kuhn, who played
in 106 sets, libero Natalie
Johnson, who played 103, and
setter Maddie Dilfer who com-
peted in 75 sets.

While the lack of experience
isn’t ideal, Higgins said she be-
lieves the team has been devel-
oping solid chemistry ahead of
the season.

“Cohesion is a major focus,”
Higgins said. “In volleyball,
teamwork is essential, and with
such a young roster, we're re-
ally putting in the extra work to
bond together.”

The Irish finished 14th in the
ACClast season, and in a strong
conference, Higgins said she
knows the Irish must earn the
respect of the league, a process
that starts this weekend.

“The ACC is stacked with re-
ally strong volleyball schools,
so we knew it would be a chal-
lenge heading into the 2014
season, not only playing in a
new conference but under a
new coach as well,” Higgins
said. “The good thing is we can
only improve from here, but we
do have to earn the respect of
the ACC. And as we settle into
our new conference and be-
come comfortable under Coach

McLaughlin’s system, I can eas-
ily see Notre Dame becoming
known as a competitive team
in the ACC. ... Right now, we are
putting all our focus on Bowling
Green and Cleveland State and
are looking forward to starting
2015 off with two wins.”

The Irish will kick off their
season at the Blue Raider Bash
on Saturday at 11 a.m. against
Bowling Greenin Murfreesboro,
Tennessee.

Contact Manny De Jesus at
mdejesus@nd.edu

EMMETT FARNAN | The Observer

Irish junior middle blocker Katie Higgins spikes the ball during Notre
Dame’s 3-1 win over Northeastern on Sept. 13 at Purcell Pavilion.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

“We’ve had a lot of success in
the past few years, and we have
anew team coming in, so there’s
always the excitement of trying
to match the pressure of sus-
tained success.”

Clark mirrored the excitement
of his players as he elaborated,
claiming the start of a new aca-
demic semester carried a lot of
energy on its own.

“I'think it’s also just the excite-
ment of the new season,” Clark

said. “You're back to school, this
week is a very exciting week,
suddenly classes start — I don’t
know if the players are excited
about classes starting, but I
think they did miss it. They’ll see
a lot of friends that they haven’t
seen since last spring.”

Of course, renewed social lives
will have to remain on the back
burner at least for this weekend
while the team faces two nation-
ally-ranked teams away from
the friendly confines of Alumni
Stadium. Though Maryland is
fielding 13 newcomers this com-
ing season, Clark denied any real

notion of an extended rebuild for
the Big Ten soccer club.

“I don’t think there’s really a
turnover,” Clark said. “There is
still a whole squad of return-
ing players — they're seasoned
veterans. A lot of the players
we faced in the NCAA tourna-
ment are still there. I think they
have a pretty experienced line-
up — I don’t think there will be
anything different [in terms of
preparation].”

One particular area to watch
in the coming season, both this
weekend and beyond, lies in the
production of the Irish offense.

In recent seasons, the team
has established a reputation of
scoring by committee — senior
midfielder and captain Patrick
Hodan led the team with nine
goals last year, while five other
players managed three or more
goals in 2014. Clark insisted indi-
vidual performance and records
mattered little to his squad when
compared to the team’s long-
term success.

“As long as the team scores, 1
don’t think it matters who gets
the goal,” Clark said. “We don’t
put too much emphasis on indi-
viduals. Patrick [Hodan] will be

very happy if the team scores.
I think he will certainly score
some goals and have a few as-
sists as well, but he’ll be more
concerned with winning.”

Notre Dame and Maryland
are scheduled to begin at 5 p.m.
Friday at Bill Armstrong Stadium
to kick off the adidas/IU Credit
Union Classic. The Irish and
host Hoosiers will then square
off at 2 p.m. Sunday to conclude
the weekend’s festivities in
Bloomington.

Contact Brett O’Connell at
boconnel@nd.edu
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CAITLYN JORDAN | The Observer

Irish senior defender Katie Naughton passes the ball during Notre
Dame’s 4-1 win over the Mexico U-20 national team on April 24.

W Soccer
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up the field. They’ve got players
who have a lot of creativity and
are playmakers. We're going to
have to make sure that we de-
fend well as a group, and we
pressure them and try to limit
the amount of time that they
have on the ball.”

First up for the Irish in the
Notre Dame Invitational are
the Broncos (1-1) on Friday.
The team expects them to be
their strongest opponent yet,
Naughton said.

“They’re a very physical,
strong and fast team so going
up against an opponent like
them is always a challenge, and

it’s exciting because we get to
battle on the field,” Naughton
said. “It will be really excit-
ing to see how we match up on
the field against them because
they’re going to be our best
competition thus far.”

Then, the Irish will welcome
the Pilots (0-1) on Sunday.
Naughton said she expects
Portland will be fundamen-
tally sound in addition to being
physical.

“They’re very technically
sound,” Naughton said. “We
will impose our will as best we
can and see what happens.”

Despite the stronger chal-
lenges they pose than previous
opponents, Romagnolo said the
Irish game plan remains the
same.

“[We need to] continue to
move the ball on offense, cre-
ate opportunities for ourselves,
continue to get a lot of num-
bers forward in the attack and
take chances around the goal,”
Romagnolo said.

In addition to looking to con-
tinue their fast start, Naughton
said the Irish have a little extra
incentive for these two games.
Last year in this event, the Irish
suffered two narrow defeats to
Texas Tech and USC. This time
around they expect different
results, Naughton said.

“That’s definitely in the back
of our mind, knowing that we
need some redemption from
last year,” Naughton said. “We
just need to take Santa Clara
first, get the result we want and
then move on to Portland.”

Notre Dame will play both
of its games this weekend at
Alumni Stadium, first welcom-
ing Santa Clara on Friday at 7
p-m. before hosting Portland on
Sunday at 1:30 p.m.

Contact Ben Padanilam at
bpadanil@nd.edu
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“Nick Martin last year was
named a captain and had to fight
through a very difficult injury from
the year before, and it was very dif-
ficult for him just to get healthy,”
Kelly said. “And you can see this
year being fully healthy, how he’s
been able to lead not only the of-
fensive line but the entire offense.
It’s great to watch him lead and be
such an integral part of what we're
doing.”

Martin joins his brother Zack
Martin as a two-time Notre Dame
captain. Still, even after a sec-
ond year, Martin said the honor is
humbling.

“It gives you a sense of pride,”
Martinsaid. When youhave ateam
like this it’s easy. Everyone cares
about the person next to them
more than themselves.”

For Day;, also a captain last year,
an extrayear of knowinghis role on
the team will be integral, Kelly said.

“Sheldon Day as an underclass-
man, I don’t know if he truly knew
how to lead as an underclassman,”
Kelly said. “He was afraid at times
to step on the seniors’ toes and was
hesitantat times to speak up. That’s
not the case this year. He truly has
control of his room, the defensive
line room. What’s impressed me
the most about him is how he’s
practiced every single day, with
energy and a desire to want to get
better.”

Day agrees that he has been
much more vocal this year.

“If T say something, they defi-
nitely listen,” Day said. “They know
where I'm coming from.

“[But] it’s kind of amazing to see
how each person can step up when
we need them to.”

While he was not a captain last
year, Schmidt was a vocal leader
on the defense en route to his team
MVP honor.

“Joe Schmidt speaks for himself
in that, boy, what a representative
for our program in the community,
in the classroom, class, distinction,
and then on the field just a great
communicator, a galvanizer,” Kelly
said.

Although Schmidt said nothing
will change regarding how he in-
teracts with the team, he still recog-
nized the gravity of the captaincy.

“It’s the most humbling, greatest
honor that has ever been bestowed
upon me,” Schmidt said. “Just to

have the guys on this team, the
guys I spend all of my time with
— they vote on something like
that — it’s pretty incredible. I'm so
humbled. I love this team, I love
this University. It's such an incred-
ible feeling.”

Although Schmidt wasnt a
surprise to most, Farley, who has
fought through adversity in his
career, might have been. However,
Kelly praised the way the gradu-
ate student interacts with his
teammates.

“Matthias Farley brings together
all segments of our football team,”
Kelly said. “Probably has as many
good relationships with our true
freshmen as any upperclassman.
That kind of personality, he really
gets along with so many players on
our team.”

Farley, for his part, was blindsid-
ed by the news.

“It's the greatest honor of my life,”
Farley said. “I've never in my wild-
est dreams would have thought,
after my freshman year going
through all the ups and downs,
that this would be where I'm at.
I love this place, I love this team,
and to have the honor to represent
them is a huge honor and a huge
blessing for me.

“To be able to represent every-
body: the coaches, the staff, the
other students, people across the
country. It's a huge honor.”

The last captain, Smith, is argu-
ably Notre Dame’s most dominant
player — and Kelly didn’t shy away
from those accolades.

“Jaylon [Smith] is such a force
on the field,” Kelly said. “He’s so
impactful that you can’t help but
notice him every single down that
he’s out there. He’s our best player
on defense. It’s not even close —
he’s that good of a player.”

Smith said he was honored to be
named a captain.

“It means everything,” Smith
said. “T've always been a leader,
but to have that really highlighted
by the team and the coaches vot-
ing me, in that name, in that place;
getting a chance to wear that ‘C’ is
special.

“Wearing that ‘C’ on my chest is
somethingI'll get to cherish the rest
of mylife.”

Notre Dame’s captains will take
to midfield next Saturday against
Texas under the lights, prior to the
teams’ kickoffat 7:30 p.m.

Contact Brian Plamondon at
bplamond@nd.edu

WEI LIN | The Observer

Junior linebacker Jaylon Smith, left, and graduate student linebacker
Joe Schmidt celebrate during a 14-10 win over USC on Oct. 19, 2013.

Observer File Photo

Former Irish defensive lineman Ishaq Williams rushes former Michigan quarterback Devin Gardner
during Notre Dame’s 41-30 loss to Michigan at Michigan Stadium on Sept. 7, 2013.

Williams
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future into uncertainty.

“He’s not going to be allowed
to practice either,” Kelly said. “He
has a locker, we'll provide him
with the opportunity to work
out, and I know our assistant ath-
letic director Chad Flendershad a
conversation with him, and we’ll
provide him with a facility here
to do that. I think he’s going to get
himself organized academically
now that he has some finality
with this. I think he is still maybe
interested in pursuing the NFL.

He’s figuring out what he wants
todo.”

Kelly also said Williams had
been prepared for this outcome
and that he should still be able
to finish his education at Notre
Dame.

“Ishaq knew it was going to be
anuphill fight there, but where he
never wavered was coming back
to school and getting his degree,”
Kelly said. “The silver lining is
that heisin school, and we're very
optimistic that he’ll be able to fin-
ish his degree here.”

Williams appeared in 35 games
for the Irish in his first three sea-
sons at the school, all of which

came at outside linebacker, in-
cluding all 13 games in 2012
during Notre Dame’s run to the
BCS National Championship
Game, recording a career-high 22
tackles.

Arguably his best single-game
performance in an Irish uniform
came in that 2012 season opener
against Navy in Dublin, when he
registered four tackles and forced
a fumble, which was scooped up
by teammate Stephon Tuitt and
returned 77 yards for a touch-
down in the 50-10 victory.

Contact Zach Klonsinski at
zklonsin@nd.edu
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the deals that you know are legitimate and can bring you the results you
need to advance. Your numbers are 1, 6, 13, 21, 29, 33, 48.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Keep your emotions in check and offer a little
charm and flirtation. It’s how you approach the people you deal with that
will make the difference. Be sure you do your homework and don’t overlook
minor details. Romance conquers all. Jk¥%

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Pick up information, documentation, skills or
whatever else it takes to advance your career. Keeping a steady pace and
refusing to let emotional matters get you down will ensure that you expand
your interests and engage in unique opportunities. k%

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Too much to do and too many choices will lead
to confusion and making promises you can’t keep. Slow down and readjust
your course until it is more realistic. Think before you take action. Put time
aside for family fun. skk%k*k

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Don'’t let anyone railroad you into taking on
responsibilities that will cause you to neglect your own pursuits. Focus on
exploring your interests and developing a strategy that will help you reach
your goals and stay within your means. %%

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): If you want to bring about change, you will have

to be resourceful. Touch base with someone from your past who has
experience with what you want to pursue. Make personal changes that will
help you ease your stress. k&%

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You can overcome anything if you exercise
patience and refrain from being critical. Compassion and understanding
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Complete the grid
so each row,
column and
3-by-3 box

(in bold borders)
contains every
digit, 1 to 9.

For strategies on
how to solve
Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk
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The rope
has you.
Just take
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AFTER HS CLIMBNG
COMPANION STARTED TO
(PANIC, HE TOLD HER TO ——)

~ 7 Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
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suggested by the above cartoon.
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answer here: A N A N

(Answers tomorrow)
Jumbles: HYPER PARCH WANTED TAMPER
Answer:  After he pitched a perfect game, he —
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FOOTBALL

Irish name five captains for season

By BRIAN PLAMONDON
Sports Writer

For only the third time in team
history, five Irish players will make
the pregame walk to midfield for
the captains meeting.

Notre Dame head coach Brian
Kelly named senior defensive line-
man Sheldon Day, junior lineback-
er Jaylon Smith and three graduate
students, linebacker Joe Schmidt,
cornerback Matthias Farley and of-
fensive lineman Nick Martin, asthe
team’s 2015 captains Thursday.

The last time the Irish had five
captains was 2007. But if Kelly had
his way, there would have been
even more.

“We probably could have named
10. Seriously,” Kelly said. “I really
had a hard time. We went back
through the media guides to check
what the most captains were, be-
cause | had it whittled down to
seven, and I couldn’t make the case
forseven.”

Both Day and Martin served as
captainslastseason, while Schmidt
was voted most valuable player of
the 2014 squad by his teammates.
Kelly reflected on all five and why
he’s excited about each leading the
team this year.

see CAPTAINS PAGE 14
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NCAA
denies
Williams
appeal

By ZACH KLONSINSKI
Sports Editor

Defensive  lineman  Ishaq
Williams’ petition for another year
of eligibility has been denied by
the NCAA, Irish head coach Brian
Kelly said Thursday.

“We heard back from the NCAA
on Ishaq Williams, and his appeal
was denied,” Kelly said. “He will
not compete for Notre Dame. This
was his last chance at eligibility,
and thatwasit.”

Williams, who was one of the
five players suspended during
the University’s investigation into
academic dishonesty last season,
returned to school when classes
resumed Tuesday after clearing
by Notre Dame. However, the
NCAA rejected the Brooklyn, New
York, native’s petition, ending his
college career and throwing his

see WILLIAMS PAGE 14
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ND heads to Bloomington
to take on ranked foes

By BRETT O’CONNELL
Sports Writer

Quite simply, head coach
Bobby Clark described the up-
coming weekend as one of
the most exciting in his recent
memory.

“The two games we open up
with ... you couldn’t get two big-
ger games for the first weekend,”
Clark said Thursday afternoon as
his No. 4 Irish squad prepared to
travel to Bloomington, Indiana.

Notre Dame opens its regular
season with a pair of fixtures as
it participates in the adidas/IU
Credit Union Classic — the first
takes place Friday night against
defending Big Ten champion No.
13 Maryland while the second
pits the Irish against tournament
host No. 14 Indiana.

The Irish are coming off a
strong showing with a 1-0 vic-
tory in their final warmup game
against No. 22 Saint Louis, but
Clark said the regular season is a
different beast altogether.

“The start of a new year is al-
ways a challenge,” Clark said.

see M SOCCER PAGE 13

Irish senior midfielder Patrick Hodan looks up the field during
Notre Dame’s 1-0 loss to Virginia on Nov. 30 at Alumni Stadium.

MICHAEL YU | The Observer

Irish seek to
continue hot start

By BEN PADANILAM
Sports Writer

Off to a hot start, No. 7 Notre
Dame hosts Santa Clara on
Friday and Portland on Sunday
in the 23rd annual Notre Dame
Invitational at Alumni Stadium.

To open the season, the Irish
(2-0) have come out of the gate
strong on both ends, outscor-
ing Valparaiso and Toledo by a
combined score of 9-0. Senior
defender and captain Katie
Naughton said she believes the
team has met their goals com-
ing into the year thus far.

“I think that our preseason
really prepared us for what
we wanted to accomplish,”
Naughton said. “We wanted
to come out attacking, strong
and relentless. We didn’t want
to give our opposition any op-
portunities. Some of our team
goals are not to allow any shots
and to score more goals than
we allow shots.

“We've pretty much met
those goals, and it’s really excit-
ing to see moving into these big
games this weekend.”

The Irish have done just that

up to this point, as the defense
only allowed one shot over the
first two games. In addition to
stopping their opposition’s at-
tack, they have been able to put
pressure on other defenses, as
the Irish took a total of 53 shots
in those two games. Irish head
coach Theresa Romagnolo said
the team’s versatility has been
key thus far.

“We’ve got a lot of creative
players who can move the
ball well,” Romagnolo said. “I
think we'’re setting each other
up really well. We're playing a
lot of combinations and get-
ting around the outside, so we
have a variety of different ways
that we can attack opponents.
You're seeing different people
be able to score goals in differ-
ent ways as well.”

However, the Irish will be
facing two teams this weekend
that also have creative attacks,
Romagnolo said.

“Both Santa Clara and
Portland are possession-based
teams,” Romagnolo said.
“They’re going to look to build

see W SOCCER PAGE 13



