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‘Dante Now!’ blends poetry, performance
Italian studies department hosts campus-wide event featuring ‘Divine Comedy’ student poetry readings

By CHRIS CARBONARO
News Writer

Amidst the many football-
related activities of a fall 
Friday afternoon, the Italian 
studies department gave visi-
tors and students alike a much 
different option last Friday.

Students in various Italian 
classes, donning robes and red 
cloth caps and golden wreaths 
on their heads, walked around 
campus in groups and recited 
excerpts from the Italian poet 
Dante’s “Divine Comedy” as 
part of the annual “Dante Now! 
A Divine Comedy Flashmob.”

“[The event is] to try to in-
troduce people to Dante and 
show them how beautiful it 
is,” Italian studies research 

assistant professor Anne 
Leone said. “In my experience, 
a lot of people are kind of cu-
rious about Dante. It’s a nice 
way to answer some people’s 
questions.”

According to the William 
and Katherine Devers Program 
in Dante Studies website, stu-
dents read Dante’s work at 
various public places between 
2 and 3 p.m., such as on the 
steps of Bond Hall, in front 
of the Library and in front of 
the main building. At 3 p.m., 
students performed a choral 
reading of a section of Dante’s 
work at the Grotto. The read-
ings were followed by a public 
talk in the Carey Auditorium Observer File Photo | The Observer

Italian students recite a portion of Dante’s ‘Divine Comedy’ as a part of of last years “Dante Now!” event. 
The Italian studies department sponsored the annual event on Friday as a way to promote Dante’s poetry. 

Construction mishap 
causes Wi-Fi outage at SMC
By HALEIGH EHMSEN
Saint Mary’s Editor

On Saturday, Saint Mary’s 
campus had a major sys-
tems outage that started 
at approximately 8:40 am 
when Internet fiber cables 
were cut downtown near 
Memorial Hospital.

According to an email 
sent to students on Sunday 

afternoon, during some 
construction a crew mem-
ber cut through a large 
bundle of dark fiber that 
severed Internet service to 
many customers.

Repair began around 5:30 
p.m. Saturday to splice the 
cables back together and 
service was restored around 
12:15 p.m. Sunday.

Chief Information Officer 

Michael Boehm apologized 
for the inconvenience to 
students in an email after 
the outage.

Boehm said in the email, 
“We attempted to send out 
updates via email to our 
user community over the 
last 24 hours but due the 
Internet outage not all users 

Professor brings Byzantine 
Catholic liturgy to campus

By DEVON CHENELLE
News Writer

As Notre Dame strives to ex-
pand its international profile and 
strengthen its Catholic identity, 
the University has recently found 
a way to do both simultaneously 
by hosting a different type of lit-
urgy on campus

Beginning this fall, Byzantine 
Catholic Divine Liturgy is offered 
the first Sunday of every month 
at 10 a.m. at the chapel of Mary, 
Seat of Wisdom in Malloy Hall. 

The first liturgy was a great suc-
cess, with a packed chapel filled 
with a congregation of roughly 50 
Notre Dame students, faculty and 
staff, as well as members of the 
larger South Bend community, Fr. 
Khaled Anatolios said.

While “Roman Catholic” and 
“Catholic” are often treated as 
interchangeable terms, there are 
millions of Catholics worldwide 
who do not practice the Roman 
Rite, and are therefore technically 
not Roman Catholic. While tradi-
tionally found in the Middle-East, 

these “Eastern Catholic” church-
es have spread westwards, with 
the Byzantine Eastern Catholic 
Church now present on Notre 
Dame’s campus.

“Having this liturgy gives peo-
ple a chance to come together and 
form a community and practice 
according to the way that they’re 
used to ... there are people on 
campus who have this Byzantine 
background and they’ve never 
had a place before where they 

Rowing team 
holds Erg-A-Thon 

fundraiser

By JENNA WILSON
News Writer

Last Friday, the women’s rowing 
team utilized their indoor rowing 
machines, known colloquially 
as an ergometer or an erg, to host 
their fifth annual Erg-A-Thon.

Co-chairs of this year’s event, 
Alexis Olson and Katherine 

Lumetta said the team raised 
money and awareness for pancre-
atic cancer.

“We have a bunch of ergs set up 
on Fieldhouse Mall. There are go-
ing some ergs that will be open so 
people can come up and race their 
friends or race a member of 

ZACH LLORENS | The Observer

The Notre Dame women’s rowing team works out on ergometer ma-
chines on Friday afternoon outside of LaFortune Student Center. 
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Corrections
The Observer regards itself as 
a professional publication and 
strives for the highest standards 
of journalism at all times. We do, 
however, recognize that we will make 
mistakes. If we have made a mistake, 
please contact us at (574) 631-4541 so 
we can correct our error.
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TODAY

Monday

Exponential-Family 
Graph Models 
Hayes-Healy Center
4 p.m.-5 p.m.
Lecture hosted by the 
Department of ACMS.

Violence Awareness 
Month Presentation
Hesburgh Library
7 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
Lecture by founder of 
Catharsis Productions.

Tuesday

Lecture
Hesburgh Center for 
International Studies
4 p.m.
“Vulnerability over 
Violence.”

Prayer Service
LaFortune Student 
Center
8:30-9:30 p.m.
Pray for those 
affected by violence.

Wednesday

Law School Lecture
Law School 
4 p.m.-5 p.m.
“The Death Penalty, 
Dignity and Doing 
Justice.”

Physics Colloquium
Nieuwland Science Hall
4 p.m.-5 p.m.
“Invisible streams 
that Drive Evolution of 
Galaxies” by Prof. Howk.

Thursday

Mindful Meditation
Coleman-Morse 
Center
5:15 p.m.-6:15 p.m.
Meditate with Campus 
Ministry.

“Iron Sharpens Iron”
Coleman-Morse 
Center
10 p.m.-11:30 p.m.
Weekly praise and 
worship service.

Friday

Football Pep Rally
Hesburgh Library
5:45 p.m.-6:30 p.m.
A home game weekend 
tradition.

ND Women’s Soccer 
vs. Wake Forest
Alumni Stadium
7 p.m.-9 p.m.
The Irish take on the 
Demon Deacons. 

AMY ACKERMANN | The Observer

Four U.S. Navy F/A-18 Hornets from the Sunliners of VFA-81 and the Valions of VFA-15 fly over Notre Dame Stadium at Saturday’s game 
against Navy. The pilots were commanders “Stump” Miller and “Tex” Kelly and lieutenants “Cromag” Kennedy and “Fuzzy” Hagerman.

Question of the Day:

The next Five days:

What do you miss most about your home state?

Harry Federspiel
freshman
Zahm House

“I miss my puppy back in New 
York.”

Andy Lessard
freshman
Zahm House

“I miss the mountains and In-N-
Out.”

Mary Gelder
freshman
McCandless Hall

“I’m from Michigan, and I miss 
my dog and my cat.”

Marie McCusker
freshman
McCandless Hall

“I’m from Nebraska, and I miss 
my books.”

Elsbeth Weempe
junior
off campus

“I miss the guys, the cows and 
the sky.”

Kaela Crowley
sophomore
Pasquerilla East Hall

“I miss the California beaches.”

Want your event included here?
Email news@ndsmcobserver.com

Have a question you want answered? 
Email photo@ndsmcobserver.com
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SMC starts financial literacy program
By NICOLE CARATAS
News Writer

This year, the Saint Mary’s 
financial aid office imple-
mented a financial literacy 
program called $avvy to help 
students learn more about 
personal finance.

Selvin Quire, assistant di-
rector of financial aid, said the 
financial aid office decided to 
start the $avvy program last 
year.

“We found that students 
want to learn more about 
personal finance but had ob-
stacles that prevented access 
to this information, such as a 

limited number of available 
courses or space within stu-
dents’ schedules,” Quire said. 
“$avvy is … intended to make 
resources available to all stu-
dents without those limits.”

Students will learn the ba-
sics of different financial liter-
acy topics and ways to apply it 
to their own personal expens-
es and financial concerns, 
Quire said.

He said the program is 
run through a variety of ac-
tivities and that there will be 
presentations, guest speak-
ers, tabling events, question 
and answer sessions, dem-
onstrations and interactive 

activities, as well as providing 
free access to financial tools 
through an online resource 
called CashCourse, which fea-
tures courses, quizzes and in-
teractive worksheets.

$avvy features a theme for 
each month, including bud-
geting, credit, saving, invest-
ing and financial aid, Quire 
said. There will be events 
every month, along with 
CashCourse assignments that 
are completely voluntary and 
do not take up too much time, 
Quire said.

“Though we do not require 
a minimum score for comple-
tion, a student’s quiz or test 

results will give them an idea 
of what they know about the 
topics,” Quire said. “The as-
signments are self-paced, so 
students can work through the 
assignments comfortably and 
as many times as they please.”

Quire said the program is 
still changing and adapting to 
fit the needs of students.

“Since this is the program’s 
first year, we do not have a typ-
ical seminar or workshop for-
mat yet,” Quire said. “We plan 
on delivering the information 
in a variety of ways to keep the 
program engaging. We hope 
to expand to more interac-
tive events, such as scavenger 

hunts, as well as collaborate 
with other departments and 
groups on campus.”

Quire said the program is 
beneficial to the Saint Mary’s 
community by enhancing the 
learning experience outside of 
the classroom.

“Personal finance manage-
ment is something that ev-
eryone encounters on a daily 
basis,” Quire said. “Students 
will have the opportunity to 
build these practical skills 
now and prepare themselves 
for life after college.”

Contact Nicole Caratas at  
ncaratas01@saintmarys.edu

Saint Mary’s alumna presents Justice Friday
By ALLISON SANCHEZ
News Writer

This week’s Justice Friday 
installment was presented by 
Saint Mary’s alumna Meredith 
Mersits about her experience 
working in an urban school 
environment, in particular, 
disciplinary action and how it 
affects the students.

Mersits drew from her ex-
perience as a social work ma-
jor at Saint Mary’s and her 
time as a special education 
teacher in a segregated school 
environment.

“The reason why I’ve called 
this discussion is because I’ve 

realized it’s not enough to work 
in an urban community, but to 
actually advocate for that com-
munity and to embed yourself 
within the issues of the com-
munity so that you can under-
stand the community and the 
people you are working with.”

Mersits said she thought her 
background at Saint Mary’s 
would prepare her for interact-
ing with students. However, 
Mersits said one doesn’t know 
what it’s like to interact with 
these students until they’re in 
the situation.

“The school I’m working at is 
100 percent African American 
which shows how segregated 

the community is … I didn’t 
realize how much of an impact 
that has on the community.”

Mersits said she’s realized 
the students in the special edu-
cation program tend to be the 
first students the administra-
tion expels.

She said this is the wrong way 
to deal with special education 
students because they need to 
be in a positive, consistent en-
vironment and around posi-
tive people rather than sending 
these students to rehab facili-
ties or another school where 
they are pushed further down 
the line.

“I think schools don’t know 

what to do, I think it’s a quick 
fix, and there is not good ratio-
nale behind [expelling special 
needs students]. The students 
know they did something 
wrong, but they don’t know 
how to mend it.”

Another downside of expel-
ling or putting special needs 
students in in-school suspen-
sion (ISS) is it hurts the way 
they see the school system, es-
pecially students who have ex-
perienced trauma.

“We can say that we under-

stand [students who have been 
through trauma] all day, but 
how do we implement it? We 
need to ask ourselves as teach-
ers, are we trauma-informed 
teachers? Do we teach with 
trauma in the forefront? Often 
times, schools are punitive. 
We punish these kids for some-
thing they can’t help”

Mersits said ISS hurts stu-
dents academically, because 
they fall behind and it is very 
hard to catch up students with 
academic needs. Mersits said 
this can be frustrating for the 
students.

Mersits said students often 
act out because expectations 
are not clear; students should 
be allowed to think freely, but 
putative school systems oppose 
creativity.

“We push this form of free 
thinking, but when the puni-
tive system comes in, we tell 
them they can’t do that … If a 
kid in class knows the answer 
and blurts it out, we have to 
punish him for that.” Mersits 
sad, “I think there is a very fine 
line between teaching someone 
to be an upstanding citizen, 
which is part of the skills you’re 

supposed to learn in high 
school, versus punishing them 
at every chance we get.”

Mersits offered a substitute 
to suspension such as hold-
ing parent conferences before 
suspension and students being 
granted access to the proper 
classwork they are missing 
while in ISS.

Mersits said teachers need to 
meet students half way in the 
classroom and try to set clear 
expectations so students are 
encouraged to succeed.

“As teachers we often don’t 
think, ‘What did I do in that sit-
uation and how did I set up that 
student for success or failure in 
that situation?’”

Mersits said in education, 
there is a principle where stu-
dents are causing trouble be-
cause of purposeful defiance 
versus unclear expectations.

“A kid doesn’t necessarily 
want to be defiant. I think the 
cases where students are pur-
posefully defiant are slim, I 
think most of the times kids 
don’t know what to do.

“We are not teaching them 
why they [were punished] so 
I don’t think it’s beneficial 
we’re just giving them a conse-
quence; it’s not training their 
brain to critically realize why 
they got a demerit.”

Mersits said she has learned 
how important it is to acknowl-
edge there is bias when dealing 
with students.

“We have this inherent bias 
and, even if we say we don’t or 
don’t want to have it, we see stu-
dents of privilege [and think] 
what can we do to help them. 
But then when it comes to kids 
who come from rough neigh-
borhoods or family situations 
we think we need to send them 
away because that’s what’s best 
of them. If we were informed 
trauma teachers, that’s not 
what we do.”

Justice Friday installments 
take place every Friday from 12 
p.m. to 12:50 p.m. in Conference 
Room A and B of the Student 
Center.

Contact Allison Sanchez at 
asanch01@saintmarys.edu

“We push this form 
of free thinking, 
but when the 
punishment 
system comes in, 
we tell them they 
can’t do that ...”
Meredith Mersits 
Saint Mary’s alumna
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got the updates.”
Senior Torie Otteson said she 

realized the Internet was out on 
Saturday morning before the 
game when she tried to download 
her ticket for the Navy game.

After the game, Otteson said she 
tried to work on midterm assign-
ments but the outage hindered 
her ability to access readings on 
BlackBoard and research for two 
papers due next week.

“I would say I lost approximately 
5 hours of work time,” she said.

Otteson said she understands 
that the Wi-Fi outage was out of 
the Saint Mary’s IT department’s 
control.

“I still wish they would have 
some sort of backup to help as-
suage issues like this in the fu-

ture,” she said. “We live in the 21st 
century, and it is impossible now 
to do basically anything without 
Internet connection.”

According to an email sent to 
students, the department of in-
formation technology will con-
tinue to monitor the service over 
the next several days to ensure 
things continue to work as 
expected.

Contact Haleigh Ehmsen at 
hehmse01@saintmarys.edu

could worship in the tradition 
they grew up in,” Anatolios said.

Interest in offering a Byzantine 
Catholic Divine Liturgy was first 
sparked when Anatolios, a priest 
of the Greek Catholic Melkite 
Church, came to Notre Dame.

“There used to be a small 
Melkite community in town, but 
then they didn’t have a priest. 
When my bishop knew that I was 
coming here ... he [wanted] to 
have a Byzantine Catholic pres-
ence on the campus of the most 
prominent Catholic university in 
America,” Anatolios said.

This enthusiasm was quickly 
matched by figures on the cam-
pus, Anatolios said, as both he 
and the Byzantine Catholic lit-
urgy were welcomed to campus 
with a profound hospitality.

“I met [University President 
Fr. John Jenkins], at a new fac-
ulty orientation and when he 
found out that I was a Byzantine 
Catholic priest he was very en-
thusiastic. ... He got me in touch 
with Fr. William Lies, who’s the 
vice president for church affairs 

and then he put me in touch with 
Fr. Pete McCormick, who is the 
[director] of campus ministry ... 
and arranged for me to have this 
[liturgy]. I’ve had nothing but the 
greatest support from everybody 
on campus,” Anatolios said.

He said the Greek Catholic 
churches have their roots in the 
oldest Christian history when 
various different regions cel-
ebrated Christian ceremonies 
in their own fashions. Anatolios 
said these different rites had 
crystallized by the fourth centu-
ry, establishing different “liturgi-
cal families” around major urban 
centers. While the prayers, the 
languages and the styles of the 
services may have been different, 
this didn’t cause any problems 
or disruptions of Communion 
within the Church for many 
years, Anatolios said.

This unity in the Church was 
finally disrupted by the doc-
trinal disputes of the Council 
of Chalcedon in 454 and the 
growing distance between the 
Catholic and Eastern Orthodox 
Churches, Anatolios said, which 
climaxed in the Great Schism 
of 1054. While the Catholic and 
Eastern Orthodox Churches 

remain distinct, several bod-
ies within the Eastern Orthodox 
Church reestablished commu-
nion with Rome over the centu-
ries, Anatolios said.

“The Byzantine Catholic 
churches ... follow the Byzantine 
Rite that originated in 
Constantinople and reunited 
with Rome and reestablished 
communion with Rome,” 
Anatolios said, “It’s easy to break 
communion, but its very hard to 
reestablish it once its broken. The 
Eastern Catholic churches came 
about because there was the rec-
ognition that there really aren’t 
serious doctrinal differences that 
should divide us.”

Anatolios said some differ-
ences between the Byzantine 
and Roman rites include differ-
ently worded prayers, a greater 
emphasis on icons, singing and 
bodily movement, and perhaps 
most surprising to those raised 
in the Roman Rite, married 
priests such as Anatolios him-
self. Because of the ritual simi-
larities between the Byzantine 
Rite churches and the Orthodox 
churches, many feel the Eastern 
Catholic Churches can serve as 
a connection between Rome 

and other parts of the Christian 
world.

Anatolios said he grew up 
in Egypt and has connections 
with various members of the 
Coptic and Orthodox Christian 
communities.

“As a community that follows 
orthodox traditions, liturgical 
traditions, spiritual traditions ... 
we feel like a bridge between the 
Roman Catholic and Orthodox 
churches,” Anatolios said. He will 
also be on a panel at the American 
Academy of Religion regarding 
Eastern Orthodox theology.

Anatolios emphasized his 
gratitude toward the warm wel-
come he has received on campus 
and hoped this new service on 
campus would help Notre Dame 
further connect with the tremen-
dous vitality and variety of the 
international Church.

“I think that’s why Fr. Jenkins 
and Fr. Lies were so enthusiastic, 
because I think that they want 
[Notre Dame] to express the full 
diversity and all the richness of 
the Catholic tradition,” Anatolios 
said.

Contact Devon Chenelle at 
dchenell@nd.edu
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Wi-Fi
Continued from page 1

of the Library.
 “‘Dante Now!’ is a way to 
have more laymen expe-
rience the beauty of the 
‘Divine Comedy’ because it’s 
still relevant today,” sopho-
more Mary Lien said. “The 
truth imparted in the ‘Divine 
Comedy’ really is something 
super relevant to the Catholic 
tradition on campus, so 
‘Dante Now!’ gives people a 
chance to learn more about 
Dante, to read Dante in the 
modern time and be able to 
experience it f irsthand.”

Lien said the public nature 
of the event allows anyone to 
experience Dante’s works.

“You don’t have to look at a 
poster beforehand, you just 
hear people on the street re-
citing Dante and can join in,” 
she said.

Sophomore Greg Jenn said 
reading the poem aloud in-
troduced people who might 
never have explored Dante to 
his poems.

“As a group, we’re drawing 
people in,” Jenn said. “We’re 
not individuals, we’re invit-
ing people into the commu-
nity of Dante. It’s supposed 
to be read in a group.”

Many students in Italian 
classes have been preparing 
for “Dante Now!” since class-
es began in August.

“We got the piece of paper 
at the very beginning of the 
year and we talked about 
it,” Jenn said. “We’ve spent 
several class periods going 
over it, analyzing the text 
and speaking the Italian to 
practice.”

According to instructor of 
Italian studies and gradu-
ate student Thomas Graff, 
understanding Dante is as 
important as being able to 

recite it.
“We go through it in class 

get the cultural background, 
answer the questions like 
‘Who’s Dante? ’” Graff said.

In addition, many students 
have attended a reading 
workshop to develop their 
pronunciation of the text, 
Leone said.

“We work on the rhythm, 
intonation, phrasing and 
pronunciation in those work-
shops.” she said. “It’s open 
to the public but it’s usually 
the classes that have been 
studying it so all of our lan-
guage classes come in dur-
ing their language period on 
Wednesday.”

While participation in the 
event is part of many stu-
dents’ classes, anyone can 
join in, Graff said. Many 
people pick up the handouts 
with the text on it and re-
cite the poems alongside the 
students.

“You can get involved even 
if you aren’t in the class,” 
Lien said. “We give out these 
papers for people to join us, 
to read if they feel comfort-
able reading Italian. There’s 
a translation beside the 
Italian original script so lay-
men will have no trouble un-
derstanding it.”

Being f luent in Italian is 
not necessary to experience 
Dante’s works, Lien said.

“‘The ‘Divine Comedy’ 
is essentially a poem,” she 
said. “It has that cadence 
and rhyme to it that you can 
really hear. You don’t even 
have to understand the lan-
guage, you can just hear the 
beauty of how it sounds in 
Italian. I think it’s beautiful 
to anyone.”

However, it is possible 
for those who are interest-
ed in Dante’s works to ex-
plore their meanings. After 
the recitations, professor 

Theodore Cachey, associate 
professor Christian Moevs, 
and Leone gave a public lec-
ture in the library, each dis-
cussing a different aspect 
of Dante’s Hell. According 
to Graff, Notre Dame makes 
understanding Dante’s 
works possible because of its 
professors.

“The Dante professors we 
have are incredible, some of 
the best in the nation,” he 
said.

Both Lien and Jenn said 
they encourage students 
who are curious about Dante 
to consider enrolling in a 
course focused on his works.

“In my personal opinion, 
Dante is probably one of the 
greatest poets of all time,” 
Jenn said. “Why would you 
not want to listen and be ex-
posed to that?”

Contact Chris Carbonaro at 
ccarbona@nd.edu

the rowing team,” Lumetta said. 
“There also are going to be mem-
bers of the rowing team erging for 
the entire six hours.”

The Erg-A-Thon also doubled 
as an intra-dorm competition, 
where students could represent 
their dorms in erging races, Olson 
said.

“There will be a competition be-
tween the dorms, so if you go and 
row a certain time, that will count 
for your dorms time, so we can see 
which dorm can get the fastest 
time on the erg,” Olson said.

Lumetta said a three-dollar do-
nation was required for students 
to participate in a 250-meter erg 
race. Additionally, the team also 
sold t-shirts and bracelets to raise 
money for the cause Lumetta said.

According to Olson, 75 percent 
of the proceeds went directly to 
undergraduate research at the 
Harper Cancer Research Institute 
and the college of science matched 
the team’s donation to the insti-
tute. The remaining 25 percent of 
money raised will go to Pancreatic 
Cancer Action Network, Lumetta 
said.

According to Olson, the team 
also held a raffle during the event. 
Prizes included two field passes 
for the Notre Dame-Navy game, 
an autographed football signed 
by head football coach Brian 
Kelly, tickets to the men’s basket-
ball game against Boston College, 
tickets to the women’s basketball 
game against Virginia, tickets to 
the men’s hockey game against 
Minnesota-Duluth, a basketball 
signed by women’s basketball 
head coach Muffet McGraw, a bas-
ketball signed by men’s basketball 

head coach Mike Brey and the 
naming rights to one of the row-
ing team’s boats for the upcoming 
season.

“[The Erg-A-Thon] started in 
2011 because one of our team-
mate’s mother had just passed 
away from pancreatic cancer, and 
our past academic advisor had 
also lost her mother to pancreatic 
cancer,” Olson said. “It is a way for 
the rowing team to pay it forward. 
It was also a way for our team to 
help out get and more involved in 
service work and do it in a way that 
was close to our team because two 
people close to us were affected by 
it.”

According to Lumetta, the 
team has raised over $25,000 for 
pancreatic cancer research since 
the event began. Lumetta said 
the team hopes to have raised 
over $10,000 during this year’s 
Erg-A-Thon.

Olson said as an IrishOn3 event, 
an initiative that encourages and 
rewards student-athletes for sup-
porting each other, across all 
sports, through the attendance of 
various sporting event, the Erg-A-
Thon was a great way for students, 
both athletes and non-athletes, to 
support the rowing team, as well 
as to support a good cause.

“It’s also an IrishOn3 event. It 
really counts for double-points, 
because not only are we rais-
ing money, but this is the only 
women’s rowing event that hap-
pens on campus — or anywhere 
near campus — during the year,” 
Lunetta said. “Since our rivers 
here aren’t good for rowing, this 
is really the only way students 
can get directly involved with the 
team throughout the year.”

Contact Jenna Wilson at  
jwilso35@nd.edu 

Rowing
Continued from page 1

Byzantine
Continued from page 1

Dante
Continued from page 1

“I still wish they 
would have some 
sort of back up 
to help assauge 
issues like this 
in the future. We 
live in the 21st 
century, and it is 
impossible now 
to do basically 
anything 
without internet 
connection.”
Torie Otterson 
senior
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Inside Column Change hearts first, 
laws later

Last week’s shooting at Umpqua Community 
College in Oregon that left ten dead, including the 
shooter, was yet another act of senseless violence that 
rocked our society. Conversations abound after trag-
edies such as these, often politicizing what occurred 
in order to call for change and reform.

Sadly, these opinions and idealistic wishes seem to 
get lost in the cacophony of our political discourse. 
When applying for this columnist position over 
the summer, I wrote about the church shooting in 
Charleston, South Carolina, that left nine innocent 
people dead June 17. Barely a month later, a gunman 
opened fire at two military centers in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, killing four. Many other acts of mindless 
violence also occurred before and after the afore-
mentioned events. In fact, as a recent Washington 
Post headline informed, “So far in 2015, we’ve had 
274 days and 294 mass shootings.”

The Charleston shooting commanded much media 
attention and occupied center stage in political de-
bates. However, it only led to one tangible reform: the 
banning of the Confederate flag. Thought by some to 
be a symbol of past evil in the slave south, and a his-
torical relic by others, the Confederate flag suddenly 
became the focus of the Charleston shooting and an 
emblem for the shooter’s motives.

Yet, the banning of the Confederate flag did noth-
ing to stop the later shootings that occurred in 
Tennessee, Oregon and many other cities, nor did 
it pledge to do so. Its removal may have prompted 
temporary feelings of satisfaction for some, but in 
the long run it was an inconsequential response to 
the violence that so often plagues our society. An 
analogy can be drawn between the banning of the 
Confederate flag and the discourse that so often fol-
lows gun violence in the United States.

Some politicians, activists and media members 
call for a reduction of guns in general or a revision of 
the process by which they may be obtained. Others 
advocate for more guns, suggesting that more armed 
individuals will enable the takedown of shooters 
intending harm. Like the removal of the Confederate 
flag, these two opposing opinions inspire temporary 
feelings of gratification for individuals supporting 
each side. Then, like clockwork, the arguments fade 
away until the next tragedy occurs, after which they 
resurface with all their apparent potency.

I do not know whether more guns or fewer guns 

will lead to a reduction in the number of senseless 
acts of violence. There are powerful and passion-
ate arguments that support both sides. Yet, it seems 
like both of these solutions fail to confront the issue 
that underlies all of the gun crimes of the last several 
decades.

Mass shootings, from Columbine in 1999 to last 
week’s, have all been motivated by hatred. Some 
have been directed toward particular groups of 
people, while others seek simply to cause harm and 
inspire fear.

Hatred, and the cultural crisis that breeds it, is a 
more intractable problem than the proliferation of 
guns. Targeting the root causes of enmity is some-
thing on which even the most opposing sides of the 
political spectrum can agree. Possible causes of 
hatred abound, but in nearly all recent instances 
of publicized violence, families and friends of the 
shooter have stated after the fact that he or she was 
“troubled” or “alone.”

What if we could begin to realize before tragedies 
occur that a person is so unhappy or isolated that 
they might harm dozens of people and themselves? 
Albeit difficult to accomplish, recognitions like these 
could be the first step in reducing violence. What if 
reducing acts of hatred lies first within the changing 
of hearts, not the changing of laws?

Governor of Ohio and presidential candidate John 
Kasich summed up this idea beautifully in the first 
GOP debate when he called on the American people 
to “reach out to people who live in the shadows.” 
Though Kasich was speaking about immigrants, his 
point is clear. Marginalized individuals need the 
support system that a caring community or devoted 
friend can provide.

Hatred in all forms is the true enemy, and those 
inspired by it will continue to cause harm with any 
means they choose. Addressing its root causes by 
reaching out to those whom we see are in pain or 
alone is a step that we can all take much sooner than 
consensus can be reached in Washington.

Society can, and should, look to itself first, and 
the law second in order to recognize hatred before it 
manifests into violence.

Kate is a junior majoring in the Program of Liberal 
Studies and minoring in philosophy, political science 
and economics. She hails from Pittsburgh and is a 
proud member of Breen-Phillips Hall. 

Contact her at khardima@nd.edu. The views ex-
pressed in this column are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of The Observer.

Kate Hardiman
Annuit Coeptis

Fear less

My heart is never as heavy as it is during Irish State of 
Mind week. On one hand, I am happy to see real effort being 
made to bring awareness of mental illness to campus. On the 
other, I am disheartened to see the lack of interest from the 
student body. This is no one’s fault; mental illness is incred-
ibly difficult to understand, especially if you have not expe-
rienced it yourself. It is difficult to put into words, and it is a 
difficult truth to admit to friends and family.

I have depression. I’ve had it on and off for years, but these 
past few weeks have been especially hard. I am working 
every day to get better, and I know that it does not define 
me. I can still feel joy, and I can still enjoy this life I’m lucky 
to be living. Last February, when I wrote my first Viewpoint 
column for the Observer, I talked about my past experiences 
with mental illness. Today, I’d like to talk about the impor-
tance of feeling fear.

Every morning when I wake up, I set a goal for the day. 
Sometimes it’s just to get through the day, and other times, 
it’s to give seven compliments, or smile at every stranger I 
see that day. Every day is exhausting, and every night, when 
I am finally tucked into bed, I reflect on that day’s goal and 
whether or not I was successful.

This is how I cope with my episodes of depression. My 
situation and my feelings are not the same as someone else’s 
who also struggles. Everyone’s story is different and unique, 
but everyone’s fight is as worthy and as difficult as another’s.

I know I am slipping when I feel fear. It is a deep-set fear 
that invokes terrible memories, a fear that stimulates an 
overwhelming sadness on some days.

I want to take these next few hundred words to talk a little 
bit about fear, and what it means to be brave. Is bravery mak-
ing it through each day? Is bravery confronting the darkness 
and seeking professional help? Is bravery accepting that you 
need time for yourself and that sometimes, you just can’t do 
everything? Why do we spend so much energy to force our-
selves to be brave, instead of allowing ourselves to feel fear?

Fear saved my life. I was not brave when I decided not to 
take my own life that night. I didn’t take my life because I 
was scared. I was terrified, actually. I didn’t know if it would 
work, and I couldn’t imagine the terrible consequences that 
would happen if it didn’t. I was terrified. It was the most 
scared that I would ever be, and I hope to never feel that fear 
again, the fear of going on living, but also the fear of not be-
ing successful at ending my life. I chose to stay alive because 
I was scared. I didn’t choose to stay alive because I was brave.

Do not be inspired by my story, as that is not my intention. 
I am not worthy of inspiration, or lauding. I was a coward, 
and for that I am forever grateful. I am grateful that in that 
moment I was not brave, that I was not fearless. I am grateful 
that I was doubtful, and that I was unsure.

I think it is critical to feel things. I know how it feels to not 
care, to be indifferent, and I am scared of feeling that way 
again. It baffles me that people aim to be apathetic and try to 
beat each other in the contest of who can care less. I think we 
all need to care more. I think we need to let ourselves feel all 
of the feelings that this life is trying to give to us, whether it’s 
happiness or sadness or joy or heartbreak.

Sometimes the bravest thing to do is to feel afraid, because 
it makes you question your choices before you make them 
and can change the outcome of your story drastically. When 
have you been afraid? It is everything to feel fear, to question 
yourself, to doubt yourself, to love and to care with all of your 
heart.

Are you content? Are you intrigued by what I have told 
you? Are you humbled? Are you inspired? Are you truly inter-
ested at all? The answer to any of these questions is of little 
importance to me, but should be of immense importance to 
you.

Mental illness and depression are very real here at Notre 
Dame. Don’t let the awareness fade out after this week. It’s 
time to stop just praying. It’s time to start talking.

Contact Susan Zhu at  szhu4@nd.edu 
The views expressed in the Inside Column are those of the 
author and not necessarily those of The Observer.

Susan Zhu
Graphic Designer



The observer | monday, october 12, 2015 | ndsmcobserver.com 713

Only at Notre Dame: Part II
Once again I am speechlessly impressed by the 

sons and daughters of the Notre Dame family.
I found myself near the administration build-

ing the other morning and realized that it was 
just about time for mass at Sacred Heart (11:30), 
so I meandered into the basilica and planted 
myself in a side pew.  It was an opportunity to 
ref lect a bit on the privilege to teach at such a 

wonderful institution and to attend to mass ev-
ery now and then during the week. As mass pro-
gressed, I noted one of my students sitting a few 
rows away from me and after mass greeted the 
student, who acknowledged that she prayed for 
her professors at the mass.

W hat a great feeling to know that some Notre 
Dame students not only practice their faith by 

attending ‘extra’ mass during the week, but also 
that they pray for our faculty. I, for one, can defi-
nitely use the extra prayers.

Jamie O’Brien 
assistant chairman 

department of accountancy 
Sept. 25 

7

More novels needed in PLS

Under my TV, much to my roommate’s chagrin, 
lie several of the program of liberal studies (PLS) 
books I have had to read over the years that I 
am unable to place on the shelves in my own 
room. As I look now, I can see Plato’s Republic, 
Aquinas’s On Faith, Cicero’s On Duties, Juan of 
Norwich and several other notable philosophical 
and theological works. W hat there is a surpris-
ing lack of in the PLS curriculum, and therefore a 
notable absence under my TV, are novels.

I would completely prefer a good novel to 
something philosophical or theological any day. 
I have nothing against a good old Aquinas logi-
cal argument, but if I had to make a choice, I’d 
f ind Austen a much more desirable and enjoyable 
read.

Now I know that the point of having a good 
education is not to simply read books that I like. 
There is an apparent joy in struggling with a text 
for hours, reading the same page over and over 
again in hopes of f inding something of value 
for your class discussion tomorrow but I haven’t 
found it yet (and I suppose I will not f ind it until 
I learn to start my assignments a few days before 
they are due, not a few hours). If we were reading 
Kate Atkinson, I might f ind it a litt le bit easier 
to sit back with a glass of wine and peruse the 
pages of an engrossing detective mystery.

Obviously Kate Atkinson will never be a part of 
our curriculum, not even I would consider her a 
great author, although she is a great novelist. But 
why have novels gotten such a bad reputation in 
the academic community? It’s not necessarily 

from the professors, but novels definitely come 
under f ire from several of my fellow students. 
I remember people questioning why Pride and 
Prejudice was on our Great Books Seminar IV 
list. W hy should a novel read often by house-
wives and high school freshman exist on the 
same list with works from Malthus and Bacon? 
W hat does a story about a middle-class woman 
who eventually weds a rich man offer besides a 
happily ever after ending?

I do think people’s minds were changed after 
we actually discussed the novel, but it defi-
nitely wasn’t an easy change. I can completely 
understand, after we had read so many exten-
sive works, why a relatively short easy read like 
Pride and Prejudice could be considered so dull 
and not have much to offer. But novels offer us 
something more than a deliberate and thorough 
argument of why we believe in God or how a man 
should practically run a country.

Authors who write novels choose to do so 
deliberately. If you want to reach a mass liter-
ate audience, write a novel. I will be the f irst 
one to say if I was not in PLS, I would not have 
read half of the books that were required of us, 
even if everyone told me that it would improve 
my mind and expand my horizons. It is much 
harder to read the extensive economic theory of 
Smith then it is to read Don Quixote’s adventures 
through La Mancha. A novel allows the reader 
to engage with characters, to follow their story-
line. As we discussed in our classes on War and 
Peace, a novel allows the reader to follow a story 
right through to the end. W hile we don’t know 
the course of our own lives, we can at least feel 
secure in knowing that a novel will f inish, not 
necessarily in the way that we want it to, but it 

will eventually end and complete its trajectory. 
That is a very comforting fact.

The novel reaches a much wider audience, as 
I mentioned before. W hile the college-educated 
might pick up a philosophical work, more people 
are going to be willing to peruse a novel. And 
with larger audiences comes a lot of power. 
Subtly, an author can put through whatever 
views they like. For instance, in Elena Ferrante’s 
four-part series The Neapolitan Novels, she 
manages to cover the changing ground of social 
and political change in Italy. I knew very litt le 
about Italian history, and stil l know very litt le, 
but learned much more than had I never picked 
up the work in the f irst place. More people will 
read a novel and probably be affected by it. The 
novel provides you with a world of opportunities 
to explain and put out your ideas on a variety of 
things.

Novels can provide us with a wealth of knowl-
edge, without us even realizing, and it is impor-
tant that we recognize them as a valuable form 
of writ ing. It’s been a long t ime since I’ve read 
a book for fun (mostly because I’ve been strug-
gling to read a thousand pages of Tolstoy that 
was due at the beginning of the year). But it is 
good to be aware that there are other ways to 
be valuably educated, without simply just do-
ing the homework that was assigned the night 
before.

Kitty Baker is a senior program of liberal 
studies and film, television and theatre major and 
proud Cavanaughty. She can be reached at 
cbaker7@nd.edu

The views expressed in this column are those of the 
author and not necessarily those of The Observer. 

Kitty Baker
British Invasion
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Quote of the day

“Find somebody to be 
successful for. Raise 

their hopes. Think of 
their needs.”

— Barack Obama
      President of the United States

Quote of the day

“Life isn’t simple. But the 
beauty of it is, you can 

always start over. It’ll get 
easier.”

— Alacia Bessette
     Pianist and novelist



By MATTHEW MUNHALL
Scene Writer

When considering the narrative arc of 
Selena Gomez’s career, the most obvious 
parallel is Faith, the character she played 
in “Spring Breakers.” Despite her strong 
Christian roots, good girl Faith is not en-
tirely opposed to engaging in some spring 
break hedonism, but only up to a point. She 
is game for partying and excessive drink-
ing but hops on a Greyhound home as soon 
as her best friends get in too deep with a 
gang of South Florida drug dealers.

Gomez herself has behaved similarly in 
her transition from teen idol to adult pop 
star, maturing without blatantly trying to 
rebel. Unlike Miley Cyrus — who has spent 
the past two years singly focused on taking 
a sledgehammer to the image of Hannah 
Montana — Gomez has taken a more 
gradual approach to shedding her Disney 
Channel past.

“Revival” — Gomez’s second solo album 
(she previously released three albums 
with her backing band The Scene) and her 
first away from Disney-owned Hollywood 
Records — reflects this progression. The 
album opens with a spoken word intro, on 
which Gomez muses in whispered tones, 
“I’m reborn in every moment, so who 
knows what I’ll become.” This ethos under-
pins “Revival,” which, from its sound and 
lyrical content to its behind-the-scenes 
narrative, is about Gomez moving transi-
tioning into adulthood on her own terms.

Gomez’s last album, 2013’s “Stars 
Dance,” felt like an album full of Rihanna 
castaways; the Swedish production duo 
Stargate even admitted they had origi-
nally written “Come & Get It” for Rihanna. 
“Revival,” in contrast, seems meticulously 
crafted for Gomez’s sensibility. She has 
neither the strongest nor the most memo-
rable voice in pop music, so instead she 
has smartly surrounded herself with inter-
esting production from Hit-Boy and Rock 
Mafia. H er relative anonymity as a singer 
becomes a non-issue when surrounded 
by strange  sonic touches  — an approach 
that Jason Derulo has followed to satisfying 

results over the past few years. On the scale 
of pop experimentation, “Revival” isn’t as 
bonkers as Cyrus’ recent “Dead Petz,” but 
it’s more interesting than her best friend 
Taylor Swift’s middle of the road “1989.”

The forward-thinking approach to pop 
is most apparent on “Hands to Myself,” 
a highlight produced by Swedish pop 
maestro Max Martin and his proteges 
Mattman & Robin. Martin pairs The xx’s 
muted minimalism with his signature fo-
cus on big pop melodies, much the way he 
did with The Yeah Yeah Yeahs on “Since U 
Been Gone” a decade ago. The steel drum-
driven “Me & the Rhythm,” also produced 
by Mattman & Robin, seems like Top 40’s 
take on Jamie xx’s “In Colour.”

Gomez seems to have taken a page out 
of Swift’s book when it comes to songwrit-
ing, allowing the tabloid narratives about 
her personal life, especially her on-again, 
off-again relationship with Justin Bieber, 
to inform her music. When she sings “You 
don’t know how to love me when you’re so-
ber,” it’s difficult not to instantly think of 
a certain teen heartthrob with a penchant 
for bad behavior. It’s a savvy promotional 
strategy, of course, but because the results 
are often quite emotionally affecting it 
never seems like a gimmick.

These two strains — innovative pop 
production and celebrity gossip subtext 
— coalesce best on “Good for You,” one 
of the year’s best pop singles and her big-
gest hit to date. While it is ostensibly about 
trying to look for good for a love interest, 
it comes off as utterly  lonely and despon-
dent. Over a beat of finger snaps and hazy 
synths, Gomez’s breathy vocals relay sad-
ness, and she would sound like a Lana Del 
Rey pastiche if her performance weren’t so 
great. In Gomez’s hands, it becomes a med-
itation  on how draining  it is trying to be 
a  “marquise diamond” and the constrict-
ing standards society places  on  young 
women’s appearances, especially those in 
the spotlight and under constant scrutiny 
in the supermarket checkout aisle.

Like B ieber’s recent output, much of 
“Revival” has a vaguely Christian subtext 
— both Gomez and her ex frequently attend 

services at megachurch Hillsong in Los 
Angeles. “Kill Em With Kindness” seems to 
be quite literally about turning the other 
cheek in the face of cruelty. Closer “Rise” is 
even more explicit in its spiritual message, 
underscoring its call to “rise with your 
mind and make your higher power proud” 
with a gospel choir. The rebirth suggested 
by the album’s title is not just personal, but 
spiritual, even if being told to “close your 
eyes and change your life” seems perhaps 
too simple a solution.

Sometimes on “Revival” the hit-making 
machine threatens to swallow Gomez 
whole. “Same Old Love” was co-written by 
Charli XCX and Gomez captures her bratty 
sneer to a T — to the point that it wouldn’t 
be all that shocking to learn that the final 
version kept the vocals from Charli XCX’s 
demo.

For the most part, though, Gomez is 
fully in charge of her artistic evolution. 
The album’s lone ballad, “Camouflage,” 
also serves as its emotional climax. While 
the song is about the end of a relationship, 
it can also be read as a contemplation on 
Gomez’s own personal evolution. “I got so 
much s**t to say,” she sings in the chorus, 
“But I can’t help feeling like I’m camou-
flage.” It sounds like the lament of some-
one who has spent the past decade being 
managed by others. On “Revival,” however, 
Gomez is no longer camouflaged — she fi-
nally gets to speak everything that’s on her 
mind.

Contact Matthew Munhall at 
mmunhall@nd.edu

“Revival”
Selena Gomez

Label: Interscope

Tracks: “Hands to Myself,” “Good for You,” 
“Camouflage”

If you like: Taylor Swift, Jason Derulo

Susan Zhu | THE OBSERVER
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Smooth sailing

Player of the game
C.J. PROSISE 
Irish senior running back

It’s starting to become a trend. With 56 receiv-
ing yards to add to his 136 yards and three 
scores on the ground, Prosise once more led 
the Irish to a strong offensive showing and a 
comfortable win over Navy.

By BEN PADANILAM
Sports Writer

Notre Dame’s offense to-
taled 459 total yards on 
Saturday, leading the way in 
its 41-24 victory over Navy.

While the defense came out 
of the gate slow against the 
difficult triple-option scheme 
of the Midshipmen (4-1, 2-0 
AAC), the offense of the No. 
15 Irish (5-1) picked up the 
slack until the second half, 
when the rounded team effort 
allowed them to pull away in 
the second half.

The Midshipmen got on 
the board first, after the Irish 
offense went three-and-out 
on its first possession — the 

only time it did so all game 
— and downed the punt at 
the 29-yard line. Midshipmen 
senior quarterback Keenan 
Reynolds took the first play of 
the drive 51 yards on a keep-
er, which set up junior slot-
back Toneo Gulley to score 
two plays later on a 13-yard 
scamper.

The Irish responded quick-
ly with a quick score of their 
own. After a touchback on the 
ensuing kickoff, sophomore 
quarterback DeShone Kizer 
and senior running back C.J. 
Prosise connected on two 
consecutive plays, picking 
up 10 and 25 yards to push 
the ball into Navy territory. 
Three plays later, Kizer hit 

senior receiver Chris Brown 
for 18 yards to convert a third 
and long. Then, after con-
verting a fourth-and-two the 
play before, Kizer capped off 
the 12 play drive with a one-
yard touchdown run to tie the 
game up.

Irish head coach Brian 
Kelly said he was very pleased 
with his offense’s response 
following the quick score they 
allowed to Navy on their first 
drive.

“I thought we responded 
very well offensively,” Kelly 
said. “And I think that re-
sponse [of] scoring right away, 
kind of settled everybody 

CAROLINE GENCO | The Observer

Irish sophomore quarterback DeShone Kizer slips through an opening during Notre Dame’s 41-24 victory over Navy. Kizer was tackled at the 1-yard line, but the Irish scored on the 
next play. Kizer went 22-of-30 with 281 yards and one touchdown through the air to go along with another touchdown on the ground in the win.

Alex Carson
Associate Sports Editor

Irish respond well 
in tough spots 
against Navy

In the first 132 seconds, Navy 
kicked off, forced an Irish three-
and-out and scored on a three-
play, 70-yard drive to take an 
early 7-0 lead against No. 15 Notre 
Dame at Notre Dame Stadium.

It was the perfect start for the 
visitors, and the perfect way an 
upset might have gotten under-
way on a different day — a punch 
in the mouth not too long after 
the opening snap.

Last week at Clemson, the Irish 
suffered a similar start. But this 
time, they didn’t double down 
on it; sophomore quarterback 
DeShone Kizer led the Irish 
straight down the field on a smart 
second drive, pounding it in from 
a yard out to knot the game at 7-7.

Notre Dame (5-1) wouldn’t trail 
again.

And while it wasn’t perfect the 
rest of the way, it’s hard to pick 
out too many serious flaws in 
Notre Dame’s play Saturday in a 
41-24 win over the Midshipmen 

see CARSON PAGE 3

Defense steps up 
in second half to 
lead ND to win

By DANIEL O’BOYLE
Sports Writer

As Notre Dame and Navy left 
the field at the end of the first 
half, it appeared the Irish woes at 
defending the triple-option had 
returned.

The Irish defense looked noth-
ing like the unit that shut down 
Georgia Tech for more than 
three quarters Sept. 19, as the 
Midshipmen ran for 239 yards in 
28 first-half attempts, scoring 21 
points. But second-half defensive 
adjustments helped Notre Dame 
pull away, as the Irish limited their 
opponents to just 79 yards on the 
ground and 95 overall for the rest 
of the game and allowed only a 
field goal.

Notre Dame’s defense had 
forced a three-and-out to begin 
each of its first four contests this 
year, but for the second consecu-
tive week the unit got out of the 
gate slowly. Navy senior quar-
terback Keenan Reynolds broke 
loose for a 51-yard run on his first 
play of the game, and junior run-
ning back Toneo Gulley finished 

see DEFENSE PAGE 3

see SAILING PAGE 2

QUOTE of the game
“I’m just really happy 
to be done with it.”

Following Notre Dame’s second game in four 
against a triple-option attack, junior defensive 
lineman Isaac Rochell reacts to being done with 
the scheme. The Irish defense held Navy to just 
79 yards on the ground in the second half.

Irish get back on track, pull away from Midshipmen behind second half adjustments



down.”
Following the scoring drives, 

each team’s following drive 
ended in a punt. Notre Dame 
was able to win the field posi-
tion game during that stretch, 
however, as they downed 
a punt by sophomore Tyler 
Newsome on Navy’s 3-yard 
line. After two short runs, 
Navy faced third down from 
their own 10. Reynolds pitched 
it to senior fullback Chris 
Swain, but Swain fumbled the 
ball, and Irish captain and ju-
nior linebacker Jaylon Smith 
recovered it at the Navy seven. 
On the ensuing offensive pos-
session, Prosise took the hand-
off on the first play and found 
a hole into the end zone, giving 
the Irish a 14-7 lead.

After forcing a three-and-
out from the Midshipmen on 
the next possession, the Irish 
offense wasted no time ex-
tending its team’s lead. After 
starting at their own 16-yard 
line, the Irish took only five 
plays to go 84 yards, as Kizer 
found junior receiver Will 
Fuller down the field and 
Fuller worked his way into the 
end zone for a 30-yard touch-
down, putting Notre Dame 
up 21-7. After the game, Fuller 
said Kizer was able to keep the 
play alive after the protection 
broke down.

“I had a dig [route], so I’m 
just running through the win-
dow,” Fuller said. “Then I saw 
him scramble, so I just kept 
moving, and he looked down 
field and saw me. [He] just put 
it on me, and [I] got in the end-
zone. … I’m happy that he did 
everything he was supposed 
to do, and the play worked out 
well.”

The lead did not last long, 
however.

Following a touchback on 
the kickoff, Midshipmen ju-
nior quarterback Tago Smith 
— who replaced Reynolds 
for the remainder of the first 
half after he sustained a shin 
injury — led the team down 
the field, and senior full-
back Quentin Ezell broke off 

a 45-yard touchdown run to 
close the gap to 21-14.

Then the Irish committed 
their only turnover of the night 
after getting the ball back. On 
third-and-eight, Kizer’s pass 
to Fuller was picked off by 
Midshipmen junior corner-
back Brendon Clements. After 
two short runs and its first 
completed pass of the game, 
Navy converted a fourth-and-
three to keep its drive alive in-
side Notre Dame territory. Two 
plays later, Ezell scampered 
for 22 yards and his second 
touchdown of the game to tie 
the game up with 24 seconds 
left in the half.

Despite the short time, the 
Irish were able to get a score 
before the end of the half. After 
returning the kickoff to their 
own 25-yard line, Kelly called 
a draw for Prosise, who was 
able to slip through the hole 
and gain 12 yards on the play. 
After a timeout, Kizer found 
junior receiver Torii Hunter Jr. 
for a 28-yard gain, setting up a 
52-yard field goal attempt for 
freshman kicker Justin Yoon 
with four seconds remaining.

Yoon had just enough on the 
kick and sent it through the up-
rights to give the Irish a 24-21 
lead as the clock expired. Kelly 
said he trusted Yoon would be 
able to make the kick, despite 
it being the longest attempt of 
the season for him.

“We had a little bit of a breeze 
there, and his max distance 
was right at that number,” 
Kelly said. “So, we were con-
fident that if the mechanics 
were good and the snap was 
good and the hold was good, 
that he could make it.”

After a tight first half, the 
Irish were able to pull away in 
the second half. On the kickoff, 
Midshipmen junior slotback 
Dishan Romine fumbled the 
return after being hit by Irish 
sophomore linebacker Nyles 
Morgan, and Notre Dame re-
covered and took over at the 
Navy 26-yard line. On the sec-
ond play of the drive, Prosise 
bounced a run to the outside 
and took the ball 22 yards into 
the end zone to extend Notre 
Dame’s lead to 31-21.

With Reynolds back in the 

game on its next possession, 
Navy drove down the field in 
an attempt to respond. Senior 
kicker Austin Grebe missed 
his 44-yard attempt, however, 
leaving the Midshipmen emp-
ty-handed on the possession.

Taking over at its own 27 fol-
lowing the miss, Notre Dame 
began another march down 
the field. The ten-play drive 
was capped off by an 11-yard 
touchdown run by Prosise, 
giving him his third touch-
down on the day. Kelly said he 
liked what he saw from Prosise 
on the run.

“I thought his run late was 
extraordinary in the sense 
that we were backed up, he 
was very patient, waited for 
his tight end on the kick-out 
block,” Kelly said. “That just 
takes so much patience and 
trust in an offensive lineman 
and for him to show and ex-
hibit that, I just think speaks 
volumes of the kind of player 
he is.”

The Irish defense was strong 
the rest of the way, and the of-
fense was able to run the clock 
in the fourth quarter. The 
teams traded field goals at the 
end of the third and beginning 
of the fourth quarter, bringing 
the game to its final score of 
41-24.

After the game, Kelly said he 
was pleased with his team’s 
performance following the 
tough loss to Clemson last 
week.

“We beat a very good team 
by 17 points,” Kelly said. “I 
think that’s a validation. … I 
thought their focus was out-
standing. And it paid off.”

Next up for the Irish is a 
matchup with USC on Saturday 
at Notre Dame Stadium. Kizer 
said the team can focus on the 
Trojans after closing out Navy.

“We haven’t really talked 
too much about USC,” Kizer 
said. “In the position we’re in 
now, it really allows us to go 
from week-to-week and from 
game-to-game. … So we’ll 
grind down tomorrow, put the 
USC film on, and get ourselves 
ready for another big one.”

Contact Ben Padanilam at 
bpadanil@nd.edu
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SARAH OLSON | The Observer

Irish senior running back C.J. Prosise stretches across the goal line for one of his three touchdowns 
Saturday during Notre Dame’s 41-24 victory over Navy at Notre Dame Stadium.

Sailing
Continued from page 1

Report Card

Overall GPA: 3.44 (B+/A-)
While there are certainly areas to nitpick in Notre Dame’s performance 
Saturday against Navy, it’s important to remember where the game 
could have been worse. When the Midshipmen had momentum, the 
Irish did well to take it away, and each positional group put in a good 
performance en route to a comfortable win. After two years of nervous 
finishes against the Midshipmen, the Irish worked to ensure a drama-
free fourth quarter.

Play of the game
DISHAN ROMAINE FUMBLES THE SECOND-HALF OPENING KICKOFF
Nyles Morgan forced the fumble, and Devin Butler recovered it, to give 
Notre Dame a short field to extend its three-point lead at the start of the 
second half. C.J. Prosise scored from 22 yards out two plays later, and the 
Irish opened up a two-score advantage they never gave back.

B+

B+

A

B

B+

A-

B+

B+

A-

Quarterbacks
Like he’s done since taking over for Malik Zaire against 
Virginia, DeShone Kizer did what he needed to for Notre 
Dame’s offense to find success against Navy. His 22-for-30 
performance wasn’t flawless — he telegraphed his one in-
terception on the day — but Kizer did more than what was 
required for the Irish to come away with the victory.

Running Backs
After a poor ground game against Clemson, it was a good 
bounce-back performance Saturday for C.J. Prosise. Three 
touchdowns and 129 yards on the ground returned him to 
the conversation of one of the nation’s best running backs, 
and 56 yards on four receptions further aided the offensive 
effort.

Receivers 
The Irish receiving corps had a rough day at the office last 
week, but they stepped up to put in a solid shift in the win 
over Navy. Will Fuller got himself back on the scoresheet 
with another touchdown reception, and Chris Brown 
pitched in with another solid performance. Torii Hunter, Jr.’s 
28-yard reception to get the Irish in field goal range at the 
end of the first half should not go unnoticed either.

Offensive line 
In his first collegiate start, Alex Bars played well filling in 
for the injured Quenton Nelson, and the Irish offensive line 
performed well with respect to the run and pass blocks. Ron-
nie Stanley’s personal foul that helped turn what would have 
been 1st-and-10 from the Navy 14 into a punt hurts the grade.

Defensive LIne 
Utilizing a three-man front against Navy’s triple-option 
attack, the defensive line turned in another quality perfor-
mance against the Midshipmen. There were some hiccups 
right after Jerry Tillery went down, but a strong second half 
kept Navy’s attack neutralized.

linebackers 
When Navy checked away from Jaylon Smith on its dive 
plays in the first half, James Onwualu struggled to get the 
job done. But an adjustment in the second half — brining in 
Jarrett Grace — helped the group control Navy.

defensive backs 
Just like against Georgia Tech, the secondary played well 
against a triple-option attack. KeiVarae Russell had seven 
solo tackles, and Elijah Shumate had a game-sealing inter-
ception to add to his big tackle for loss earlier in the day.

special teams 
It wasn’t perfect — Navy did break a big return and C.J. Sand-
ers didn’t do much with kick returns — but this was a good 
day for the special teams unit. Justin Yoon hit from 52 yards 
in a crucial situation and Tyler Newsome had a first-half 
punt downed inside the 5-yard line.

coaching 
While the slow start was a concern, Kelly made the key 
adjustments — Matthias Farley for Max Redfield, Grace for 
Onwualu — to allow the Irish to secure a much-needed, 
comfortable victory.



(4-1, 2-0 AAC) at Notre Dame 
Stadium.

When Navy mistakes gave the 
Irish opportunities, they took 
them — a first-half fumble in-
side Navy’s own 10-yard line was 
immediately followed by senior 
running back C.J. Prosise’s first 
of three touchdown runs, and 
when the Midshipmen fumbled 
on the opening kickoff of the 
second half, it took just two 
plays for Prosise to score once 
again.

It looked like Notre Dame 
had taken a good grasp on the 
game midway through the sec-
ond quarter — after a pair of 
touchdowns, the Irish were out 
to a 21-7 lead with 7:10 left in the 
half.

Then Navy came back. It’s 
what solid opponents do. 
Despite senior quarterback 
Keenan Reynolds going down, 
the Midshipmen put together a 
pair of solid drives to knot the 
game at 21-21 with 24 seconds 
left in the first half.

But Notre Dame did what 
a good, veteran football team 
should: it didn’t let the game 
enter the break tied.

Prosise ran up the gut on a 
draw play to get the Irish 12 
yards on the first play, then 
Kizer hit junior receiver Torii 
Hunter, Jr. for a 28-yard gain.

It put Notre Dame in range 
for freshman kicker Justin Yoon, 
who hit from 52 yards to send 
the Irish into halftime with the 

24-21 lead and the all-important 
momentum the Midshipmen 
had taken back.

That’s the execution of a 
championship-caliber team.

Prosise’s second score helped 
the Irish hit back quickly after 
the half, and then he scampered 
in for an impressive 11-yard 
touchdown run to put Notre 
Dame up three scores.

From there, the Irish never 
looked back.

After rushing for 239 yards in 
the first half, the Midshipmen 
gained just 79 in the second. 
Notre Dame made adjustments, 
like bringing graduate student 
Jarrett Grace in for junior James 
Onwualu at linebacker to stop 
the dive play that burned the 
Irish for two scores, and came 
out with the attitude as if they 
wanted to put the game away as 
soon as possible.

When there was an opportu-
nity for Navy to claw back into 
the game — driving down 17 
with just over six minutes left 
— the Irish shut the door, un-
like three weeks earlier against 
Georgia Tech. Senior safety 
Elijah Shumate notched an 
interception inside the Irish 10, 
and Kizer and Prosise ran out 
the clock to secure the win.

That’s what good teams do.
“I was so pleased with the way 

that they were focused, during 
the week, preparing for Navy, 
not worrying about anything 
else,” Irish head coach Brian 
Kelly said. “They weren’t talking 
about last week, they weren’t 
talking about USC, they were 
focused on playing this football 

team.”
“Focused” seems to be a good 

word to describe Saturday’s 
performance. There were blips, 
but in some ways, focus is more 
about how you come back from 
those blips than avoiding them 
in the first place.

And I’m not sure anyone plays 
anywhere close to perfectly 
against the Midshipmen: just 
ask Ohio State’s title-winning 
squad last year, who had plenty 
of issues with Navy.

Now Notre Dame sits at the 
close of the first half of its sched-
ule, in with a chance of making 
the playoff.

They’ll probably need to play 
better than they did Saturday 
once or twice — a trip to No. 16 
Stanford immediately comes to 
mind — and they can’t afford to 
play much worse than they did 
against Navy.

But at the end of the day, nit-
picking about every little thing 
in Notre Dame’s win Saturday 
isn’t what it’s about. There’s 
plenty of chaos left to happen 
this year.

Unlike last year, the Irish 
took a good first step on the 
road back to the top of college 
football. They can’t fully control 
their final destination, but they 
can control the route they take 
there.

One step down. Six to go.

Contact Alex Carson at  
acarson1@nd.edu

The views expressed in this 
column are those of the author 
and not necessarily those of 
The Observer.

the drive with a 13-yard score 
just two plays later. Notre Dame 
head coach Brian Kelly said the 
slow start was due to avoidable 
mistakes.

“On that particular long run, 
we just overran the play,” Kelly 
said. “We had our safety right 
there unblocked, and we simply 
did not execute.”

A second-quarter fumble, re-
covered by junior linebacker 
Jaylon Smith, was a rare first-half 
highlight for the Irish defensively. 
For the rest of the first 30 minutes, 
Notre Dame struggled not only in 
stopping Reynolds, but in stop-
ping Navy’s offense without him. 
Reynolds ran for 95 yards before 
halftime, while two touchdowns 
from senior fullback Quentin 
Ezell came with junior quarter-
back Tago Smith taking snaps for 
the Midshipmen while Reynolds 
was injured. Kelly said his team 
struggled for most of the first half 
with stopping Navy’s fullback.

“We couldn’t get to the full-
back,” Kelly said. “We couldn’t 
get our five technique down.  So, 
consequently when we tried to 
get into our front that put our 
Sam and our Will [linebackers] 
on the dive, we just couldn’t get 
there.

“They weren’t running it to 
Jaylon, they were running it to 
James Onwualu’s side. They ob-
viously checked away from Jaylon 
every time, and when James was 

trying to get down to tackle he 
was getting knocked off.”

But coordinator Brian 
VanGorder’s defense used the 
break to adjust and looked like 
an entirely different unit in the 
second half. The Midshipmen 
were unable to drive the ball 
inside the Irish 20-yard line for 
the remainder of the game, and 
Reynolds had little impact on his 
return, rushing six times for only 
15 yards while Smith threw an in-
terception to senior safety Elijah 
Shumate at the end of the fourth 
quarter.

The defensive improvement 
coincided with the introduction 
of graduate student linebacker 
Jarrett Grace, who had five to-
tal tackles on the day. Kelly said 
Grace’s size allowed him to be ef-
fective where the Irish had strug-
gled in the first half.

“We went with Grace in the 
second half, a bigger body,” said 
Kelly. “He was able to get himself 
down on to that fullback a little 
bit better in the second half.”

Grace, however, said it was 
a combined defensive perfor-
mance — and not simply his 
introduction — that led to the 
improvement.

“As far as my role went, I don’t 
think that that was the most im-
portant part,” Grace said. “I think 
it was just about them having an 
overall gameplan and using the 
resources they had, which hap-
pened to be putting me in there.

“Navy had a few wrinkles, we 
didn’t know exactly what they 
were, but we knew they were 

going to come and so I was just 
lucky enough to be put out there 
and succeed in a role that I can do 
well in with a great game plan.”

Notre Dame sophomore line-
backer Greer Martini again 
proved himself to be somewhat 
of an option specialist, playing 
a key role for the Irish by lead-
ing the team with nine tackles. 
Martini said he was determined 
to show his strengths against 
Navy’s offense.

“I wouldn’t say that I was an 
expert on triple-option in high-
school,” Martini said. “I just kind 
of got my opportunity to play 
against the option here, I got 
on the field and I made that my 
thing, I became good at it and 
knew I had to perfect it to stay on 
the field. I’m a downhill lineback-
er, I like to play the run and fill the 
holes, I think that the option just 
suits my strengths.”

After four impressive quarters 
against Texas to open the season, 
Saturday’s game marked another 
strong but at times inconsistent 
performance for the Irish de-
fense. Grace said he feels the unit 
can still come together for a dom-
inant 60-minute performance.

“I think we’ve played pretty 
well, but we can take this to a 
much higher place,” Grace said. 
“I don’t think we’ve even touched 
where our ceiling could be.

“I don’t think we’ve played a 
full game yet. The best football is 
definitely still ahead of us.”

Contact Daniel O’Boyle at 
doboyle1@nd.edu
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Scoring Summary

3

notre dame 7, navy 7 
DeShone Kizer 1-yard run (Justin Yoon kick) 

 7:30 remaining  
Drive: 12 plays, 75 yards, 5:18 elapsed

NAVY 7, notre dame 0 
Toneo Gulley 13-yard run (Austin Grebe kick) 

 12:48 remaining 
Drive: Three plays, 70 yards 1:14 elapsed

NOTRE DAME 14, NAVY 7 
C.J. Prosise 7-yard run (Yoon kick) 

 10:37 remaining 
Drive: One play, seven yards, 0:05 elapsed

NOTRE DAME 21, NAVY 7 
Will Fuller 30-yard pass from Kizer (Yoon kick) 

 7:10 remaining
Drive: Five plays, 84 yards, 2:01 elapsed

NOTRE DAME 21, NAVY 14 
Quentin Ezell 45-yard run (Grebe kick) 

 4:56 remaining 
Drive: Five plays, 75 yards, 2:14 elapsed

Notre dame 21, navy 21 
Ezell 22-yard run (Grebe kick) 

 0:24 remaining 
Drive: Six plays, 41 yards, 2:20 elapsed

4

1st

7

7
2nd

14

17
3rd

3

14
4th

0

3
Total

24

41

Statistics
Rushing yards 

Passing yards 

178

281

318

22

Carson
Continued from page 1

notre dame 24, navy 21 
Yoon 52-yard field goal 

 0:00 remaining 
Drive: Three plays, 40 yards, 0:24 elapsed

NOTRE DAME 31, NAVY 21 
Prosise 22-yard run (Yoon kick) 

 14:16 remaining
Drive: Two plays, 26 yards, 0:35 elapsed

2

NOTRE DAME 38, NAVY 21 
Prosise 11-yard run (Yoon kick) 

 7:04 remaining
Drive: 10 plays, 73 yards, 4:01 elapsed

NOTRE DAME 38, NAVY 24 
Grebe 40-yard field goal 

 0:18 remaining
Drive: 13 plays, 47 yards, 6:46 elapsed

NOTRE DAME 41, NAVY 24 
Yoon 36-yard field goal 

 9:48 remaining
Drive: 12 plays, 60 yards, 5:30 elapsed

Follow us on Twitter.
@ObserverSports
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CAROLINE GENCO | The Observer

Irish senior running back C.J. Prosise finds a hole Saturday during Notre Dame’s 41-24 victory over Navy. Prosise carried the ball 21 times for 129 yards and three touchdowns, 
bringing his season totals to 823 yards and nine touchdowns on the ground. Prosise also added four catches for 56 yards to his stat line.

When Navy scored to tie the game just before the half, it looked as if 

it could be a nervous second half for Notre Dame. Justin Yoon, how-

ever, put the Irish back ahead with a 52-yard field goal as halftime 

hit, and C.J. Prosise added two rushing touchdowns after the half 

to put Notre Dame ahead three scores early in the second half, en 

route to a 41-24 win over the Midshipmen Saturday.

second half 
surge sinks navy 

AMY ACKERMANN | The Observer

Irish sophomore quarterback DeShone Kizer stretches for the goal line during Notre Dame’s 41-24 victory. 
Kizer was ruled short on the play after a review, but he scored on a quarterback sneak on the next play.

AMY ACKERMANN | The Observer

Navy players take the field carrying American flags 
before the game at Notre Dame Stadium Saturday.

AMY ACKERMANN | The Observer

Irish junior receiver Will Fuller cuts toward the end 
zone for an eventual touchdown Saturday.

CAROLINE GENCO | The Observer

Irish senior defensive lineman Isaac Rochell chases after Navy senior 
quarterback Keenan Reynolds. Rochell recorded six tackles on the day.



Around this time last year,  I wrote 
an article in light of a mass invasion of 
privacy and leak of private photos  in an 
event that has come to be known as “The 
Fappening.” For those who don’t recall, 
a hacker who went by the alias “Spooky 
Ghost” hacked an alarmingly large 
number of female celebrities’ nude pho-
tos that were stored on their personal on-
line drives (such as iCloud) and released 
them on the Internet. There was an im-
mediate backlash and subsequent call to 
take these down (and rightfully so),  for 
the sake of legality, privacy and decency. 
It seemed as if, for the most part, more 
rational and mature heads prevailed, 
as Internet users were disgusted by the 
blatant disregard  for  these celebrities’ 
privacies.

A year later, photos of a nude Justin 
Bieber vacationing in Bora Bora have 
surfaced on the Internet. To say that the 
reception to them directly contradicted 
the outrage to “The Fappening” would be 
an understatement.

Now on the surface, the nature of these 
two breaches of privacy are different. 
Where “The Fappening” was due to a 
hacker going into people’s private online 
drives and releasing them, it seems that 
Bieber’s revealing pictures were due to 
paparazzi being in the right (or wrong) 
place, at the right (wrong) time. And, ob-
viously, the former incident was largely 
perceived as a disregard for women’s 
privacy and an affront to feminism; the 
latter was just a case of seeing the latest 
scandalous picture of one of the most 
popular male celebrities on the planet.

A little deeper look into the situations 
show that they are, in essence, both a 
part of a larger problem and being treat-
ed with a disgusting double standard. 
Where “The Fappening” caused people 
to rush to the affected female celebrities’ 
defense, many were quick to poke fun at 
one of Bieber’s most vulnerable moments. 
As a matter of fact, Joel McHale of “The 
Soup” did an entire segment on Bieber’s 
photos, making joke after joke about it, 
even casually referring to Bieber’s geni-
tals as “baloney pony.” Then there were 
a multitude of talk shows that just casu-
ally talked about Bieber’s exposed body, 

speaking about the incident with such a 
carefree air, as if they were talking about 
the scores from last night’s games. It is 
not hard to imagine that if this was a fe-
male celebrity’s privacy being completely 
disregarded, the talk and reception to 
the photos wouldn’t be treated like such 
a laughing matter.

I’m not naive, however. I understand 
that these two incidents cannot be held 
to the same standard because there is, 
after all, absolutely a double standard at 
play here. And it does not help that Bieber 
seems to constantly put himself in these 
vulnerable positions. After all, a quick 
scroll through Bieber’s Instagram shows 
him regularly semi-nude, and nowadays 
the breadth of his appeal comes from his 
new, mature style of music as well as his 
new, edgy image. Legal experts Peter T. 
Haven and Mike Cavalluzzi also seem to 
question whether or not the  release  of 
these photos is actually illegal or not.

“Justin Bieber is what you generally 
refer to as a public figure,”  Haven told 
Billboard. “In my opinion, given the fact 
that he’s a public figure, given the fact 
that he was in plain view or view that was 
accessible to the public, this just goes 

with the territory.”
“The right to publish is going to hinge 

on whether [the photos] are newsworthy, 
and it’s very, very interesting because 
obviously anything about Justin Bieber 
is newsworthy,” Cavalluzzi further ex-
plained. “He’s a public figure, he’s made 
his sexuality a part of his fame … and 
therefore the fact these go a step further 
are fair game.”

All in all, though the legality may 
be a bit murky, the morality shouldn’t 
be. Yes, there is a double standard that 
we as a society turn a blind eye to, and 
we are all (for the most part, anyway) 
guilty of treating “The Fappening” dif-
ferently than Bieber’s photos — and for 
very understandable reasons, I admit. 
But — especially in today’s age of hy-
persensitivity and political correctness 
— shouldn’t there be a bit more sensitiv-
ity when dealing with a person’s right to 
privacy?

Contact Miko Malabute at  
mmalabut@nd.edu 
     The views expressed in this column are 
those of the author and not necessarily 
those of The Observer.

Miko Malabute
Scene Editor

By NICK LAUREANO
Scene Writer

Like Paul Thomas Anderson’s “Boogie 
Nights,” the opening minutes of J.P. 
Sniadecki’s Chinese railway documen-
tary, “The Iron Ministry,” use a black 
screen to draw attention to the film’s 
sound design, which sets the film’s tone. 
Where Anderson foregrounds Michael 
Penn’s score — a broken circus theme of 
sorts that distills the melancholy zeit-
geist of an industry (and nation!) in flux 
— Sniadecki presents an aural assault. 
The high-pitched whistle of air brakes 
disengaging, the clanking of the inter-
carriage couplings as the engine yanks 
the carriages from their slack dormancy 
to full tension and the earth-shaking 
rumble of an approaching train com-
pose a mechanical symphony. The mes-
sage is clear: the next 80 minutes are to 
be a no-holds-barred immersion into 
life on the Chinese railway.

A grey corrugated surface breaks 
the blackness. A few moments elapsed 
before I realized this giant accordion 
was the space between two carriages. 
By this point in “The Iron Ministry,” 
Sniadecki had proven himself to be far 
too deliberate/discerning for the film’s 

first image to amount to a pretentious 
attempt at uncovering the art within 
the machinations of the railroad. (A 
rather impressive feat, I might add!) 
My suspicions were confirmed during 
a Q&A session with Sniadecki after the 
screening at the DeBartolo Performing 
Arts Center on Thursday evening. As a 
sort of in-between space, Sniadecki ex-
plained, the coupling between carriag-
es is a microcosm of a train as a whole, 
which exists mostly in between the 
point of departure and its destination.

“The Iron Ministry” is the latest ex-
ample of a sub-genre within documen-
tary filmmaking that prizes objective 
sensory overload over narrative co-
herence. These films — which have 
roots in Harvard University’s Sensory 
Ethnography Lab — present a constant 
barrage of sights and sounds that may 
seem random, even jarring, to some. To 
Sniadecki, however, this mode of film-
making is all about “embracing the 
fundamental ambiguity and messiness 
of life,” and is a way of portraying life’s 
complexity, rather than pigeonholing it 
into an all-too-familiar narrative arc. 
I’m inclined to agree with Sniadecki, 
but he doesn’t always make this an easy 
task.

Here, the immersive style juxtaposes 
claustrophobia-inducing shots from 
within loud, outdated “green-skin” 
trains with spacious compositions of 
the hushed interiors of state-of-the-art 
bullet trains. While these transitions 
may be a fair representation of the 
Chinese railway network’s diversity — 
certainly as Sniadecki experienced it 
— I have a hard time believing they are 
entirely free of commentary.

A clearer example of the film’s con-
tradictory nature is delivered by some 
of its most interesting scenes. “The Iron 
Ministry” presents several scenes in 
which passengers discuss religion and 
politics on national and global scales. 
Visually, these scenes are presented 
with the same handheld, fly-on-the-
wall style as the rest of the film. A style 
that — whether Sniadecki intends it to 
or not — suggests a level of objectiv-
ity beyond what is seen in narrative 
documentaries like “Hoop Dreams.” 
The problem arises when Sniadecki 
converses with the passengers in flu-
ent Mandarin. Suddenly, the promise of 
the film’s style — its tacit agreement to 
merely document — is broken. We are 
observing not an organic interaction 
between passengers, but a contrivance. 

Even Sniadecki’s silent presence alone 
— by way of psychological principles 
like impression management — is 
enough to taint the course of natural 
conversation between passengers, and 
ultimately the film’s objectivity. It’s a 
problem akin to Schrödinger’s cat — in 
that merely observing a phenomenon 
is sufficient to irreparably change it — 
and is one that the film’s style dispels 
without truly solving.

When asked, “Why trains?” Sniadecki 
shared a childhood anecdote, then 
stressed that trains are something of a 
microcosm of an ever-changing China 
— a nation on a journey — and even of 
documentary filmmaking itself. It’s an 
audacious claim, one that I would likely 
dismiss if “The Iron Ministry” were a 
bad film. Rather, in its repudiation of 
typical documentary narrative struc-
ture and its self-proclaimed (though 
slightly misguided) commitment to 
documenting over editorializing, “The 
Iron Ministry” asserts itself as a film 
that is often good, at times contradic-
tory, but never anything less than truly 
interesting.

Contact Nick Laureano at 
nlaurean@nd.edu
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For Rent
Beautiful home 1 mile from ND. 

2 furnish rooms 4 rent $650 each 

949-292-1200 must see.

3 BR 2 BA house with pool. 
Georgetown sub. Close to ND. 
52162 Pickwick Lane. $1200/mo + 

deposit. Call 574-386-0882 

Yes, there are two paths you can 
go by, but in the long run. There’s still 
time to change the road you’re on.

Alex Carson
Associate Sports Editor

If polls were 
legitimate 

For some weird reason, Ohio 
State is the No. 1 team in the 
country on polls conducted 
during the 2015 season.

Why?
The Buckeyes were very good 

last year, yes, but they haven’t 
done much of anything yet 
this season. Their best win? 
Indiana, who got knocked 
around pretty well by Penn 
State on Saturday.

Of course, the problem of 
pollsters ranking teams based 
on their accomplishments a 
year before goes far past the 
Buckeyes. Baylor sits second 
in the polls, despite beating 
nobody of consequence to this 
point (sorry, Texas Tech) and 
TCU sits third, despite strug-
gling in games against the 
same Red Raiders squad and 
Kansas State.

Throw in Michigan State sit-
ting at No. 4 in the Coaches’ 
Poll (and still receiving a first-
place vote), and you’ve got the 
makings of a pretty terrible 
characterization of how teams 
have actually performed this 
season.

The Coaches’ Poll is, gener-
ally speaking, a disgrace to the 
sport. Conducted often enough 
by interns in the sports infor-
mation department, it typical-
ly offers a rushed, misguided 
characterization of the teams. 
The Spartans sit at No. 4, yet 
Utah sits at No. 7? Florida State, 
at No. 8, is three spots ahead of 
in-state rival Florida?

No way.
The AP poll is better, but it’s 

far from perfect — it shares the 
same top three as its counter-
part — and still has that inher-
ent bias of last season evident 
in its rankings.

So I’ll propose something: An 
actual ranking of the top four 
teams this year (because that’s 
all that really matters) based 
on, well, doing things this year.

No. 1: Utah (5-0, 2-0 Pac-12)
How anyone could submit 

their ballot at this point and 
not have the Utes at the top 
is, quite frankly, beyond me. 
Granted, 16 AP pollsters have 
the surprise team of the year 
sitting there right now, but 
the number should be much 
higher.

The Utes have, by far, the 
most impressive résumé in col-
lege football to this date. No 
two ways around it. They’re 
one of two teams with a pair 
of wins over top-25 squads 
(Northwestern the other) after 
wins over now-No. 12 Michigan 
and No. 23 California, and the 
win in Eugene, Oregon, that 
broke the Ducks remains a 
good one, despite Oregon’s 
subsequent collapse.

There are tons of question 
marks left in their season in a 
tough conference, but they’ve 
been the most impressive team 
this year. So they sit at the top.

No. 2: Florida (6-0, 4-0 SEC)
File this one on the list of 

things I didn’t expect to see 
this year.

It took a bit of a magical es-
cape to top Tennessee a couple 
weeks ago, but the Gators are 
playing some of the nation’s 
best football. If you buy the 
idea No. 10 Alabama is good, 
which I do, then you have to buy 
Florida being for real (at least 
at this stage), after the Gators 
walloped No. 13 Mississippi, 
38-10 in The Swamp, a couple 
weeks ago.

While the transitive property 
isn’t the greatest thing to use 
when comparing teams, it’s im-
portant to use this early in the 
year. Outside of Utah, Florida 
might have the best win in col-
lege football yet this year.

They were tested and need-
ed some fortune against the 
Volunteers, but a trip to LSU 
this week should provide the 
marquee game the Gators need 
to properly push their way in or 
out of the discussion.

No. 3: Clemson (5-0, 2-0 ACC)
Clemson looks really, really 

good. The Tigers have all the 
makings of a championship 
contender — they have an of-
fense that can put up points, 
a defense that can shut teams 
down and one of the best 
home-field advantages in col-
lege football.

That benefit given to them in 
Death Valley could be particu-
larly important when they host 
No. 11 Florida State on Nov. 7 in 
a game that should determine 
the destiny of each team.

The Tigers already have a sig-
nature win, over No. 14 Notre 
Dame, and they trounced a 
now-broken Georgia Tech team 
this weekend. Of all the teams 
in the running, the Tigers 
might have the easiest path to 
the final four — will they take 
advantage of it?

No. 4: LSU (5-0, 2-0 SEC)
So we’ve run out of undefeat-

ed teams that have wins over 
top-25 teams, so it comes down 
to the eye test.

Can anyone stop Leonard 
Fournette? The Tigers have the 
best player in college football. 
That’s huge. So give me them 
at that fourth spot, at least un-
til we see what happens this 
week in the other Death Valley 
against the Gators.

The winner will have the in-
side track to the playoff.

 Contact Alex Carson at 
acarson1@nd.edu 
	 The views expressed in this 
Sports Authority are those of the 
author and not necessarily those 
of The Observer.

Brady, Patriots pull away 
from Romo-less Cowboys 

Associated Press

ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) — 
Chants of “Bra-dy” arose several 
times from a large New England 
contingent in Tom Brady’s first 
visit to the $1.2 billion showplace 
of the Dallas Cowboys.

First after a 1-yard plunge for 
his first rushing touchdown in 
almost three years, again af-
ter a long touchdown pass to 
Julian Edelman that helped seal 
the outcome and finally about 
15 minutes after the end of the 
Patriots’ 30-6 victory Sunday.

It wasn’t as easy as his boister-
ous fans made it sound.

Brady threw a pair of touch-
downs in the second half after 
enduring five sacks in the first 
half, including two for Greg 
Hardy and one from Rolando 
McClain in their season debuts 
after four-game suspensions, 
and New England pulled away 
from a powerless Dallas offense 
missing Tony Romo and Dez 
Bryant.

“There were a lot of adjust-
ments today,” Brady said. “I don’t 
think we practiced a lot of what 
they were doing, but I think our 
defense played great. Offense, 
we made a few plays but we can 
play better than that.”

The Super Bowl champion 
Patriots (4-0) won their seventh 
straight game going back to the 
playoffs last year. The Cowboys 
lost their third in a row without 
Romo and Bryant, both side-
lined by injuries.

Dallas (2-3) has at least four 
more games without Romo (bro-
ken left collarbone), and this 
was the biggest struggle so far 
for backup Brandon Weeden. 
He lost his 11th straight game as 
a starter going back to his time 

as a first-round draft pick in 
Cleveland.

The Cowboys had just 59 yards 
at halftime, and trailed 20-3 be-
fore their first long drive, which 
ended with the second of their 
two field goals late in the third 
quarter.

Coach Jason Garrett said the 
Cowboys would evaluate the 
quarterback spot during their 
upcoming bye after Weeden 
went 26 of 39 for 188 mostly 
meaningless yards. The Dallas 
running game was almost most-
ly ineffective until it was too late.

“Brandon didn’t play well 
enough, but we didn’t play well 
enough,” Garrett said. “We just 
need to be able to control the line 
of scrimmage more in the run-
ning game and they did a good 
job loading the box up.”

Brady, in his 16th season, 
joined Peyton Manning and 
Fran Tarkenton as the only NFL 
quarterbacks with 4-0 starts at 
least four times. It wasn’t easy 
early.

The 38-year-old hadn’t been 
sacked more than five times in 
the regular season since Buffalo 
had seven in 2001, the year he 
took over as the starter and won 
the first of four Super Bowls.

Hardy, the defensive end 
making his Dallas debut after 
a four-game ban for his role in 
a domestic violence case, was 
credited with two sacks, includ-
ing one that resulted in a fumble 
recovered for a short gain by the 
Patriots.

He made headlines during 
the week for commenting on 
Brady’s supermodel wife, Gisele 
Bundchen, after being suspend-
ed because the NFL believed he 
roughed up his former girlfriend 
last year.

McClain, in the first game of 
his second season with Dallas 
following a violation of the 
league’s substance-abuse policy, 
had the first sack.

“Those are two great players,” 
said Brady, who threw for 275 
yards, about 96 fewer than he 
averaged in the first three games 
for the league’s No. 1 offense. 
“They add ‘em to the mix and 
they’ve got a defense.”

But the Cowboys didn’t get 
to Brady after halftime, and 
the offense got rolling on a 
pair of throws to tight end Rob 
Gronkowski, who had 51 of his 
67 yards receiving on the open-
ing drive of the second half. Dion 
Lewis had a 10-yard scoring 
catch to finish that drive.

Brady’s sneak to put New 
England ahead for good in the 
second quarter was his first 
rushing TD since Dec. 16, 2012, 
when he had the last of his ca-
reer-high four that season.

His 59-yard scoring pass to 
Edelman put New England up 
27-6 early in the fourth. Brady 
was 20 of 27, and Edelman had 
120 yards receiving.

“We made those adjust-
ments from the first series,” New 
England coach Bill Belichick 
said. “We didn’t wait until half-
time. There’s nothing magic 
about halftime. As soon as we 
see it, we’re doing it.”

NOTES: Stephen Gostkowski 
extended his NFL-best streak 
of made field goals to 19 with 
three, including a career-long of 
57 yards in the final seconds of 
the first half. His previous long 
was 54. ... Patriots LB Dont’a 
Hightower didn’t return after 
leaving with a rib injury in the 
first half. He sacked Weeden be-
fore the injury.

USC center Tuerk out for 
season with knee injury

ncaa football

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Southern 
California center Max Tuerk will 
miss the rest of the season with a 
torn knee ligament.

The Trojans (3-2, 1-2 Pac-12) 
announced the extent of their 
all-conference center’s injury 
Sunday, several hours after coach 

Steve Sarkisian took an indefinite 
leave of absence.

Tuerk was hurt during the 
Trojans’ 17-12 loss to Washington 
on Thursday. The senior made the 
all-Pac-12 first team last season 
while starting every game.

Toa Lobendahn moved over to 
center from left guard after Tuerk 
was hurt.

USC also announced that de-
fensive lineman Claude Pelon is 
doubtful for Saturday’s game at 
No. 14 Notre Dame after spraining 
his knee against the Huskies.

Receiver Steven Mitchell is 
probable with a sprained ankle, 
and freshman cornerback Iman 
Marshall is healthy after incurring 
an abdomen injury.

nfl | patriots 30, cowboys 6
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women’s interhall

Purple Weasels 
prepare for Walsh
Pasquerilla West vs. Walsh

By DOMINIC IANNELLI
Sports Writer

Walsh takes on Pasquerilla 
West on Tuesday night in what 
will be a quick turnaround for 
each squad following a pair of 
close losses.

Both teams played Sunday 
games and will play their sec-
ond games in the span of three 
days. Pasquerilla West (3-1) fell 
to Welsh Family, 7-0, on Sunday 
while Walsh (1-3-1) lost to Lyons, 
6-0.

Sophomore Walsh captain 
Maryanne Fisher said the diffi-
culty of having a multiple-game 
weekend will be a challenge the 
Wild Women are prepared for.

“Next week being midterms 
week and us having two games 
will be hard and challenging, 
but we did it the first week of the 
season, and we will be able to 
handle it,” Fisher said. “I think it 
is also a nice break from study-
ing to go out on the field and 
run around for an hour or two to 
clear our minds.”

The Purple Weasels look to 
bounce back by relying on a 
near-perfect defense that sur-
rendered its first points of the 
season Sunday. Senior captain 
Maddie Bray described the 
Purple Weasels’ preparation for 
the Wild Women.

“This week has been all about 
repetition and perfecting the 
plays we’ve been effective with 
during our last three games,” 
Bray said. “The talent and foun-
dation is there, but sometimes 
during a real game when in-
tensity and adrenaline is high, 
things can get messy if you don’t 
have enough practice with it. We 
also have a lot of new players in 
different positions this season, 
so getting used to playing with 
each other and communicating 
effectively is also really impor-
tant this week.”

Last year, Walsh beat 
Pasquerilla West to reach the 
playoffs, however, Bray said the 
Purple Weasels are not looking 
back on last season.

“We tend to not focus too 
much on how a team has done 
in the past,” Bray said. “Any giv-
en day a team can step up and 
upset anyone. We never want to 
be caught on our heels so we go 
into every game with the same 
competitive mindset. I believe 
that if we keep our composure 

and communicate effectively 
during our game against Walsh, 
we’ll be very hard to beat.”

The Wild Women and Purple 
Weasels will play at 7 p.m. under 
the lights at Riehle Fields.

Contact Dominic Ianelli at 
riannell@nd.edu

Lewis vs. Pasquerilla East

By TOBIAS HOONHOUT
Sports Writer

Lewis and Pasquerilla East 
wrap up their regular seasons 
Monday night when the Pyros 
and the Chicks go head-to-head 
at 10 p.m.

Lewis (2-1-1) is looking to re-
gain momentum as the playoffs 
begin after a loss to Howard on 
Sunday, while Pasquerilla East 
(2-3) wants to end the season 
on a high note after a losing 
campaign thus far.

Lewis, led by senior captains 
Penny Vorissis, Hannah Skrbis 
and Dorothy Schlueter, sits 
atop the division with a 2-1-1 
record. Despite being one of the 
smaller teams in the league, the 
Chicks have used their veter-
ans on defense and some crafty 
play-calling to stay ahead of the 
competition. Vorissis said she 
admires her team’s toughness.

“Our biggest strength so far 
this season has been our de-
fense,” Vorissis said. “We’ve 
been pretty air tight, and I’ve 
been pleased with how few 
points we’ve given up.”

A tough schedule and several 
key injuries on both sides of the 
ball have helped Pasquerilla 
East to sputter to a 2-3 record 
this season, but junior captain 
Noelle Gooding said the team 
still has a lot to play for.

“Our biggest strength I think 
is our attitude,” Gooding said. 
“Even though a lot of things 
haven’t gone exactly right for 
us, we are still able to make a 
good experience of it and have 
a ton of fun.”

Additionally, with a lot of 
young players stepping up into 
key positions this year, the 
Pyros look to give the team ex-
perience in seasons to come, 
Gooding said.

The Chicks and Pyros will 
face off Monday night at 10 p.m. 
at Riehle Fields.

Contact Tobias Hoonhout at 
thoonhou@nd.edu

nfl | giants 30, 49ers 27

Manning’s TD pass lifts 
Giants over 49ers

Associated Press  

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J.  
— Eli Manning took a sip of 
a drink on the sideline, then 
slammed down the cup. 
Not in frustration, but in 
celebration.

Larry Donnell’s spectacu-
lar catch over two 49ers with 
21 seconds remaining lifted 
the New York Giants past San 
Francisco 30-27 on Sunday 
night, capping Manning’s sen-
sational clutch performance.

Manning had a career-
best 41 completions in 54 at-
tempts and his perfect throw 
to Donnell finished off an 
82-yard drive with a 12-yard 
touchdown. The two-time 
Super Bowl winner passed 
for 441 yards and became the 
winningest quarterback in 
team history with 102.

“This win is special,” 
Manning said.

Donnell was between 
Antoine Bethea and NaVorro 
Bowman, two of the 49ers’ 
best defenders, when he 
leaped to snag the pass in the 
back of the end zone before 
falling on his back, the win-
ning catch secured.

“Eli put it up there and I 
went up and got it,” Donnell 
said. “Once I got it, I held on 

tight.”
New York (3-2) has won 

three straight and leads the 
NFC East. San Francisco (1-4) 
has lost four in a row and let 
this one slip away after an im-
pressive comeback.

Carlos Hyde’s 2-yard run 
with 1:45 remaining gave the 
49ers the lead. But on a night 
of huge plays and lengthy 
drives, Manning and Donnell 
had the topper.

There were 20 plays of at 
least 15 yards in the game, 
and San Francisco had three 
on its late drive. Giants run-
ning back Shane Vereen had 
the last long play, a 24-yarder. 
And Manning, without his 
best weapon, Odell Beckham 
Jr., for much of the final series, 
engineered his 27th come-
back victory in the fourth 
quarter or overtime.

“It ranks up there as far as 
comebacks,” said coach Tom 
Coughlin, who passed Hall 
of Famer Paul Brown for 12th 
in career victories with 167. 
“They are resilient, tough-
minded, they find themselves 
as a scrappy bunch.

“I told them in the locker 
room it took every guy, people 
were playing and pushed into 
roles that maybe they hadn’t 
been in before. That’s a real 

sign of a team.”
Beckham’s speed and 

moves were too much for the 
49ers. He set up New York’s 
first touchdown by using his 
elusiveness for a 31-yard re-
ception down the middle. 
His 15-yard catch led to a 17-
yard score on which he spun 
neatly and sped down the left 
sideline.

The touchdown was his 
last reception; he left with a 
hamstring injury, something 
that has plagued his short 
pro career, and returned only 
briefly on the winning series. 
Beckham finished with seven 
catches for 121 yards a week 
after he was fined for punch-
ing a Bills player in a win at 
Buffalo.

Anquan Boldin had eight 
receptions for 107 yards and a 
TD for the 49ers.

“It’s good offensively to get 
into a rhythm like that. It’s 
something we can build off 
moving forward,” quarter-
back Colin Kaepernick said. 
“But we have to win games. 
That’s why we play.”

Both teams staged long 
drives all night. In an opening 
half filled with field goals, New 
York had possessions of 76, 81, 
and 66 yards, San Francisco 
had a 76-yard series. 
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Irish get feet wet with win 
in first meet of season

By RYAN KLAUS
Sports Writer

Notre Dame opened its 
2015-2016 season with a vic-
tory over the weekend at the 
Dennis Stark Relays, where 
the Irish defeated competi-
tors Il linois State, Wright 
State, IUPUI and Olivet 
Nazarene.

Notre Dame won 11 of the 
12 races Friday evening to 
f inish with 240 points over-
all. Il linois State placed 
in second with 160 points 
and Wright State rounded 
out the top three with 118 
points. IUPUI and Olivet 
Nazarene f inished in fourth 
and fifth, respectively, with 
scores of 108 and 82.

Junior Catherine Mulquin 
contributed in Notre Dame’s 
f irst-place f inishes in the 
200-yard freestyle relay, 
200- and 400-yard medley 
relays, and the 3 x 100-yard 
backstroke relay. Freshman 
Sophia Revilak also helped 
lead the Irish to a top f inish 
in the 200 free and the 200 
and 400 medley relays and 
was a part of Notre Dame’s 
f irst-place f inish in the 3 
x 100 butterf ly relay with 
senior Catherine Galletti 

and fellow freshman Nicole 
Smith.

“Individually, you could 
look at Catherine Galletti, 
Catherine Mulquin, [fresh-
man] Ella Moynihan, [ju-
nior] Danielle Margheret 
and [junior] Katie Miller,” 
Irish head coach Mike 
Litzinger said when asked 
about which swimmers im-
pressed him the most. “But 
it was a relay meet, so the 
team stood out to me.”

Friday marked Litzinger’s 
f irst event as Notre Dame’s 
head coach after serving as 
an associate head coach at 
North Carolina since 2011. 
Litzinger has 14 combined 
years of head coaching ex-
perience in his career at 
Utah and St. Bonaventure.

“It is always great to start 
the year off with a win,” 
Litzinger said. “However, 
this win is meaningful as it 
is a Notre Dame team win. 
The staff, swimmers and 
divers all get credit for this 
weekend’s win. I like to be-
lieve that it is special simply 
because this is the f irst win 
for these women as team of 
the future. We have an idea 
of who we want to be later 
in the season, and this is a 

step toward that goal.”
The meet, which took 

place at Rolfs Aquatic 
Center, is one of four meets 
the Irish will host this sea-
son, and was one of four 
meets that Notre Dame 
compete in this month. The 
Irish will spend fall break 
training in Fort Myers, 
Florida, at Florida Gulf 
Coast University (FGCU). 
The break will culminate in 
a dual-meet against Florida 
Gulf Coast on Oct. 23.

“We need to work on our 
speed and confidence,” 
Litzinger said. “I knew we 
would see many things that 
we need to tighten up be-
fore FGCU, and we need to 
take advantage of the two 
weeks we have to prepare.”

Notre Dame will end its 
month competing against 
Big Ten opponents in two 
separate meets on the last 
weekend of October. The 
Irish will host Michigan 
State on Oct. 30 before trav-
eling Purdue to participate 
in a triangle meet with 
Purdue and Ohio State on 
Halloween.

Contact Ryan Klaus at 
rklaus1@nd.edu

Observer Staff Report

Notre Dame scored 200 
points to finish in first place 
at the 51st Dennis Stark 
Relays on Friday at the Rolfs 
Aquatic Center.

The Irish bested Olivet 
Nazarene, Wright State, 
IUPUI and Oakland to claim 
the victory in their f irst ac-
tion of the season.

Notre Dame picked up 
victories in the 200-, 400-
, 3 x 500- and 800-yard 
freestyle, the 400-yard in-
dividual medley (IM), 3 x 
100-yard butterf ly and 200-
yard medley relays as well 
as in one of the two diving 
events.

The 200 freestyle led off 
the men’s competition, and 
gave the Irish their f irst of 
seven event wins on the 
evening. Sophomore Justin 
Plaschka, freshmen Daniel 
Speers and Tabahn Afrik 
and junior Kevin Bradley 
combined for a time of 
1:21.98, more than two sec-
onds in front of the second-
place team from IUPUI.

Notre Dame grabbed its 

second win of the evening 
in the 800 freestyle, where 
sophomore Richard Mannix, 
freshman Steven Shek and 
juniors Trent Jackson and 
Joseph Petrone finished in 
6:52.63, good enough to best 
the team from Wright State 
by almost three seconds.

The 400-IM squad of 
juniors Tom Anderson, 
Bradley and Reed Fujan and 
sophomore Robert Whitacre 
posted a 3:28.09 to give the 
Irish their third win of the 
night.

In the three-man relay 
races, Notre Dame picked up 
a victory in the 3 x 100 but-
terf ly. Freshmen Matthew 
Grauslys and David Stewart 
and Plaschka won the re-
lay with a time of 2:29.56. 
The Irish also took home 
the top billing in the 3 x 500 
freestyle race, as Mannix, 
Petrone and freshman 
Connor Brown touched the 
wall in 14:04.84. The Irish 
team of freshmen Zachary 
Stump and Benjamin 
Gorski and senior Andrew 
Jenson settled for a third-
place showing in the 3 x 100 

breaststroke event.
Senior Bogac Ayhan, 

Gorski, Grauslys and 
Plaschka topped the 200 
medley race with a time 
of 1:32.54. Notre Dame’s 
swimmers finished picked 
up their sixth and final win 
in the 400 freestyle as Afrik, 
Speers, Fujan and Jackson 
combined for a 3:02.60 time.

In the 400-yard medley 
relay, Notre Dame’s all-se-
nior squad of Ayhan, Jensen, 
Shane McKenzie and 
Michael Hudspith touched 
the wall in 3:25.90. The time 
was just under two seconds 
slower than the winning 
team from Oakland, but still 
earned the team a runner-
up finish.

Divers sophomore Peter 
Myers and junior Zane 
Parker picked up the sev-
enth and final Irish event 
win of the night in the 
3-meter diving event, while 
the duo finished second off 
the 1-meter board.

Notre Dame’s next event 
is Oct. 30 when it welcomes 
Michigan State to the Rolfs 
Aquatic Center.

Notre Dame nearly sweeps 
season-opening relays

men’s golf

ND still confident 
without No. 1 golfer
By SEAN KILMER
Sports Writer

Notre Dame will head down to 
Carmel, Indiana, for the next two 
days to compete in the Crooked 
Stick Invitational.

The Irish will return to the 
course in their first competitive 
action in almost a month after 
their last tournament, the Tar 
Heel Invitational, was cancelled 
due to Hurricane Joaquin last 
weekend.

Crooked Stick is a top-flight 
championship venue, Irish head 
coach James Kubinski said, and 
is known to most people as the 
site of John Daly’s victory at the 
1991 PGA Championships. More 
recently, it hosted the 2012 BMW 
Championships at which Rory 
McIlroy took home first place.

“Crooked Stick is a major cham-
pionship venue,” Kubinski said.  
“It’s a good test all the way around. 
It’s fair though. Players who ex-
ecute shots will post a good score. 
The biggest challenge might end 
up being the wind in our forecast. 
Distance control is such a big key, 
especially [at Crooked Stick], that 
a windy day will make 74 a good 
score.”

Three weeks ago, the Irish tied 
for first at the Fighting Irish Golf 
Classic, and they are bringing the 
confidence from that result to this 
tournament. Junior Blake Barens 
finished tied for second overall, 
and freshmen Miguel Delgado 
and Ben Albin joined him in the 
top 10. All three improved their 
score in each round as the tourna-
ment progressed, and Albin fin-
ished his tournament with a 67 in 
his third round.

“Our team looks very confident 
after the win at home,” Kubinski 
said. “Truthfully though, our 
whole vibe is different this sea-
son. Regardless of any result in a 
given week, the leadership from 

our juniors and impact of our 
freshmen — three in our starting 
five this week — is palpable. Every 
young team will have a learning 
curve, but this group works very 
hard and loves to compete.”

The Irish are starting their sixth 
man this week due to an injury 
to junior Matthew Rushton, who 
usually holds down the top spot in 
the Notre Dame lineup. Rushton 
finished in a tie for 22nd at the 
Fighting Irish Classic. After en-
tering final round tied for eighth, 
Rushton struggled and posted 
a 76 to finish the tournament. 
Despite the sizable impact of los-
ing a top player, Kubinski said he 
has a lot of confidence in sopho-
more Thomas Steve’s ability to 
step up and play well.

“Well, on the surface, we’re tak-
ing our best players one to five 
and now starting players two to 
six on our team,” Kubinski said. 
“Not having Matt is a challenge, 
but our guys know Thomas is a 
capable player. It has to be that 
next-man-up mentality. We’re 
confident Thomas will contrib-
ute with some good scores. He’s 
playing well right now and looks 
comfortable.”

Last year, Steve started in 10 of 
the team’s 11 tournaments, so he 
already has amble tournament 
experience. In the ACC champi-
onships last year, he scored a 236 
to finish 58th overall.

Barens is coming into the tour-
nament off of a career-best finish 
at the Fighting Irish Golf Classic, 
so he will get the opportunity to 
fill out the lineup at the top spot, 
Kubinski said. The coach also said 
he is very confident about this 
group as a whole, and he thinks 
they are a special group. They will 
now get a chance to prove them-
selves without their top player.

Contact Sean Kilmer at  
skilmer@nd.edu
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Junior Liam Cox holds his follow through during the Notre Dame 
Kickoff Challenge Aug. 31, 2014 at Warren Golf Course. 



Michigan.
Junior defenseman Justin 

Wade and senior left wing Mario 
Lucia scored for the Irish. Wade 
evened the game late in the sec-
ond period while Lucia gave 
the Irish a temporary lead with 
a power-play goal early in the 
third.

Peterson was in net for all 65 
minutes of the contest, record-
ing 33 saves on 35 shots for a .943 
save percentage.

According to head coach Jeff 
Jackson, both Peterson and 
Katunar were given an equal 
chance in net this weekend.

“I think it was just like the last 
game,” Jackson said. “I thought 
Cal was playing really well today. 
If Chad had a really good start [on 

Friday], we probably would’ve let 
him finish. I told both of them 
before these games, I’m gonna 
start each of you and then play it 
by ear. Cal was playing really well 
today, so we let him finish it.”

These were the only two ex-
hibition games for the Irish this 
year.

“I think that both games prob-
ably helped us,” Jackson said. 
“The first game was slower, slop-
py, a little more chippy. [Sunday] 
was a little quicker, faster-paced. 
For the most part I was fairly 
pleased with it. I thought we did 
a good job in the first and third 
[periods] and then the end of the 
second as well.

“They’re a young team, but 
they’re talented. They’ll make 
you move, and they did that 
today.”

With the exhibition sched-
ule now in the books for Notre 

Dame, the Irish will begin the 
regular season next weekend 
with a pair of road games at Penn 
State. Friday night’s game will 
begin at 7 p.m. and Saturday’s is 
set to start at 3 p.m. Both games 
will be played at Pegula Ice Arena 
in University Park, Pennsylvania.

The Irish will play their first 
regular season games of the 
season at Compton Family Ice 
Arena the following weekend 
with a home stand against No. 2 
Minnesota Duluth.

As the Irish look forward to the 
regular season, Jackson said this 
is only the beginning of the de-
velopment he wants to see in his 
team as the season progresses.

“It’s the first week of the sea-
son, so we got a lot to work on,” 
Jackson said.

Contact Hunter McDaniel at  
hmcdani1@nd.edu

Tigers. Sophomore outside 
hitter Maddie Plumlee had a 
career-high 19 kills (.158 at-
tack percentage) along with 
two blocks and three digs. 
Fellow sophomore outside 
hitter Sam Fry added 13 kills 
(.259) of her own in addition 
to three blocks and four digs.

Sophomore setter Taylor 
Zwickl, in her second career 
start, collected 50 assists, 
two kills and four service 
aces, tied for the 10th-most 
by an Irish player all-time 
and the most since outside 
hitter Kristen Dealy had four 
against Louisville in Nov. 
2011.

Against the Yellow Jackets 
(12-6, 3-3 ACC) on Sunday, 
the Irish had difficulty slow-
ing down the high-powered 
Yellow Jacket attack, which 
was led by junior outside hit-
ter Teegan Van Gunst with 13 
kills (.310). The Yellow Jackets 
got off to a quick start in the 
first set, at one point leading 

21-8 en route to a 25-12 win. 
The Irish fought back in the 
second set, but ultimately 
came up short, losing the set 
25-18. The third set was not 
much different, as the Yellow 
Jackets rode their momentum 
to a 25-17 third-set victory, 
completing the sweep.

The Irish could not keep 
pace offensively with the 
Yellow Jacket attack, as Fry 
led the Irish with just eight 
kills (.235). The Yellow Jackets 
collected 39 kills on the day 
compared to just 24 on the 
Irish side. Plumlee and fel-
low sophomore outside hitter 
Sydney Kuhn each added five 
kills, and freshman outside 
hitter Rebecca Nunge tallied 
four kills. Zwickl added 18 
assists on the day, and fresh-
man libero Ryann DeJarald 
had 14 digs.

The Irish look to regroup 
before welcoming Duke 
and Wake Forest to Purcell 
Pavilion to begin fall break. 
They take on the Blue Devils 
on Friday at 7 p.m. and the 
Demon Deacons on Sunday at 
1 p.m.
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Hockey
Continued from page 16

MONICA VILLAGOMEZ MENDEZ | The Observer

Sophomore left wing Anders Bjork carries the puck down the ice during Notre Dame’s 3-1 victory over 
Boston College on Feb. 28 at Compton Family Ice Arena. 

MONICA VILLAGOMEZ MENDEZ | The Observer

The Notre Dame hockey team celebrates after a goal against Boston College on Feb. 28. The Irish beat 
Guelph in an exhibition of the season on Friday at Compton Family Ice Arena. 

SARAH OLSON | The Observer

Sophomore outside hitter Sydney Kuhn sets up a serve against Syracuse 
on Oct. 4. Kuhn totaled 10 kills in the victory over Clemson on Friday. 

Volleyball
Continued from page 16

SARAH OLSON | The Observer

Sophomore outside hitters Sam Fry and Sydney Kuhn jump to block 
during a 3-2  loss to Syracuse on Oct. 4 at Purcell Pavilion. 



for ward because we feel 
that she’s a playmaker” said 
Romagnolo. “Having anoth-
er player looking to l ink up 

gave us a dif ferent look and 
helped us get into a l itt le bit 
of a rhythm.”

The Irish dominated in 
al l facets of the game, espe-
cially in front of their own 
goal. Led by seniors Katie 
Naughton, Cari Roccaro and 

Brittany Von Rueden, the 
Notre Dame defense sty-
mied nearly al l of Boston 
College’s attacks.

“Ever yone in the back is in 
a good covering position,” 
Romagnolo said. “They’re 
al l calm and composed and 

can play out of it if they win 
the ball.”

The Golden Eagles were 
only able to muster up two 
shots on goal — both easily 
handled by junior goalkeep-
er Kaela Litt le. Sunday’s 2-0 
v ictor y was Litt le’s fourth 

shutout on the season.
The Irish experienced a 

scar y moment in the 63rd 
minute when sophomore 
Sabrina Flores was struck in 
the face by an errant pass. 
She was forced to leave the 
pitch with a bloody nose but 
returned in the 75th minute 
to close out the game.

With only four ACC regu-
lar season games left, the 
Irish wil l look to ride this 
momentum to the confer-
ence tournament. Next up 
is a home game with Wake 
Forest.

Romagnolo was encour-
aged by her team’s most re-
cent performance.

“I just want to keep this 
going and build off it. I 
think the f irst half was ver y 
good and the second half 
was good,” Romagnolo said. 
“I would like to see us get 
more possessions again and 
keep building off our ability 
to play make and obviously 
f inish our chances.”

The Irish have five days 
to recover from the taxing 
match with Boston College 
and prepare themselves 
for a clash with the Demon 
Deacons. Friday’s home game 
will be played at Alumni 
Stadium and is scheduled to 
kick off at 7 p.m.

Contact Dominic Bush at 
dbush@nd.edu

about f ifteen minutes to go 
in the f irst half. They re-
turned a quarter of the way 
into the second half and 
were both on the f ield for the 
game-winning goal. Irish 
head coach Bobby Clark 
lauded the performance of 
his two young two strikers.

“[Farina has a] very calm 
finish,” Clark said. “He was 
in a position just before the 
end of regulation, but I think 
his ankles clipped. So the 
goal was a form of justice, I 
think.”

Senior midfielder Patrick 
Hodan also turned in a star-
caliber performance for the 
Irish, scoring two goals on 
the evening to bring his reg-
ular season total to three. 
Particularly impressive was 
his second tally, scored on 
a set piece that saw junior 
defender Brandon Aubrey 
fake a powerful shot to the 
bottom right corner before 
Hodan finessed his own 
shot into the opposite cor-
ner, Clark said. Hodan’s shot 
caught the goalie moving 
in the other direction and 
snuck between him and the 
left post to bring the score to 
2-0. 

Clark lauded the team’s set 
piece preparation.

“The day before a game 
we always go through our 
set pieces, and that was 
one we talked about a lit-
t le bit,” Clark said. “There 

were really three guys that 
could have taken the kick 
there — the two main ones 
were Aubrey, who has a lot of 
power and Patrick, who has 
f inesse. It was a beautiful 
free kick.”

With the victory over 
Duke, the Irish enter the f i-
nal stretch of the regular 
season. The team will travel 
to three away games over the 
course of the next two weeks 
before returning home 
for Senior Night against 
Pittsburgh for the f inal game 
of the regular season. Three 
of those four games, includ-
ing matches against Virginia 
Tech and No. 6 Wake Forest, 
will have significant impli-
cations for seeding in the 
ACC Tournament. In the 
ACC’s Coastal division, the 
Irish currently sit two games 
back of No. 2 North Carolina, 
which is a perfect 5-0 in con-
ference play.

Clark said the level of com-
petition in the ACC is high, 
meaning Notre Dame’s f inal 
four games will not be easy.

“There’s not an easy game 
in the ACC,” Clark said. 
“That’s a given. You throw 
Northwestern into the mix 
— I don’t think we’ve ever 
beaten Northwestern on the 
road in the past few years. 
So that’s one that we really 
need to take care of as well. 
I think the secret of being 
successful in this is taking 
one game at a time. The only 
game we need to concentrate 
on right now is the Virginia 
Tech game.”

Clark stil l said he is con-
fident in his team’s morale 
and mental well-being mov-
ing into one of the more chal-
lenging stretches the season.

“There’ll be no problem 
with morale,” Clark said. 
“Midterms covered about 

the last three weeks, and 
that’s one of the most diff i-
cult stretches the boys have 
to deal with. This week will 
be the last really tough one, 
with fall break next week.”

The Irish get a brief re-
prieve from action as they 

spend the week practic-
ing before heading east to 
face Virginia Tech at 5:30 
p.m. Friday in Blacksburg, 
Virginia.

Contact Brett O’Connell at 
boconne1@nd.edu
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W Soccer
Continued from page 16

EMMET FARNAN | The Observer

Irish senior defender Brittany Von Rueden crosses the ball into the box during Notre Dame’s 1-0 loss against Florida State on Sept. 27 at Alumni 
Stadium. Von Rueden has three assists this season for the Irish, which has her tied for third on the team.

M Soccer
Continued from page 16

EMMET FARNAN | The Observer

Irish sophomore forward Jeffrey Farina sizes up an opposing player during Notre Dame’s 3-1 win over 
Virgina on Sept. 25 at Alumni Stadium. Farina scored the game-winning goal against Duke on Saturday.
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(Answers tomorrow)
EVOKE PLAZA CAMPUS EXPIRESaturday’s Jumbles:

Answer: They had no chance of winning the balloon
race because they couldn’t — KEEP UP

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

TORLL

DENRT

GEWHIT

YALELV
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here:

ACROSS
 1 “… and ___ 

goes”
 5 Pre-dyed hair 

color, often
 9 Hip again
14 Help desk 

offering
15 Connecticut Ivy
16 This, that and 

the ___
17 John Gotti’s 

nickname, with 
“the”

19 Cautious
20 Father of the 

Symphony
21 What a military 

operative may 
provide

23 1995 N.F.L. 
expansion team, 
for short

24 First human in 
space

27 Google image-
organizing app

30 Like an excited 
puppy’s tail, old-
style

31 Oklahoma town

32 Folk song 
played at Jewish 
weddings

38 Life Saver-
shaped

41 Come out on top
42 Approvals
43 Giant who was 

the Super Bowl 
XLVI M.V.P.

46 Thos. Jefferson 
founded it

47 Nuclear reactor 
part

48 Sluggish
51 Flat item to cook 

food on
55 Black shade
56 “Vive ___!”
57 More puzzling
61 Regular
63 Densely 

populated area 
… or what 17-, 
24-, 32-, 43- and 
51-Across each 
have?

65 Sculptor’s 
subject

66 Place to drop a 
line from

67 Skin woe
68 Oktoberfest 

container
69 Memento from 

Zorro
70 Food items 

catapulted with 
a spoon, maybe

DOWN
 1 Dark Lord of the 

___ (“Star Wars” 
title)

 2 Eminently 
draftable

 3 Not certain at all
 4 “Was I right, or 

was I right?!”
 5 Ob-___
 6 Lines going out 

in all directions
 7 “Run ___ now 

…”
 8 Dirt disher
 9 Bed with wheels
10 Juillet season
11 “Caught you, at 

long last!”
12 Showed again
13 Large African 

antelope
18 Arduous task
22 Richard of “Love 

Me Tender”
25 Bowl noise
26 Huge fad
27 Spread on 

crackers
28 Worshiped one
29 Many an 

illustration in 
The Economist

33 Plant bristle
34 Roman septet

35 Curry who 
formerly 
co-hosted 
“Today”

36 Italian writer 
Primo

37 “What ___ state 
of affairs!”

39 “No problem 
here”

40 Bell tower 
instrument

44 Spanish baby
45 Pontiac model 

discontinued in 
’74

49 ___ about 
(around)

50 Station aide
51 Make drunk
52 Movie set aides
53 Title character in 

a Sega game

54 Skin woe
55 Extends (out)
58 Yahtzee 

equipment
59 Italian hot spot
60 Some deli 

loaves
62 “___ see it …”
64 Do something 

wrong

Puzzle by Ian Livengood

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a credit 
card, 1-800-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday 
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
AT&T users: Text NYTX to 386 to download puzzles, or visit 
nytimes.com/mobilexword for more information.
Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 2,000 past 
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/wordplay. 
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.
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Write Sports.
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Happy Birthday: Keep an open mind when others make changes. The less 
said, the easier it will be to incorporate what you want to do without being 
criticized. Revisit your past plans to see if there is anything you can update 
and recycle. A combination of talent, skills and ideas will lead you in an 
interesting and entertaining direction. Your numbers are 6, 10, 17, 24, 30, 32, 
49.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Mix business with pleasure. Attending an 
industry event or touching base with a colleague during off hours will help 
you promote what you are capable of doing. Avoid situations that have the 
potential to lead to conflict.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): You will impress someone with a little extra effort 
and affection. Travel and entertainment plans will help turn your day into an 
adventure. Share your feelings and you will find a way to reach your goals with 
help from your friends. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): At times, it might feel like you are moving 
backward. Lighten up and use your keen observational skills to outmaneuver 
anyone who tries to steal your thunder. A commitment will lead to a change at 
home.  

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Don’t make a decision that will cause discord with 
someone you love. Focus on getting along, making compromises and coming 
up with a plan that will satisfy everyone involved in any personal changes you 
are planning to make. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Get involved in activities that will help you meet new 
people or improve a relationship you are already in. Use your persuasive 
abilities to get your way. A promise made will bring you one step closer to a 
deal you want to seal. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Online job prospects look inviting. A change in 
direction will motivate you. Put love on a pedestal and make your partner feel 
wanted. A little affection will go a long way. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Keep your plans a secret. Avoid disputes at home 
or with loved ones. Be rational, act calm and look for solutions that don’t 
compromise your beliefs. Think outside the box and you will find provisions 
that will help you make positive personal changes. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Send out your resume. What you do to expand 
your vision and what you have to offer will make a difference when you look 
for ways to advance. Don’t be afraid to be different. It’s your uniqueness that 
will draw attention. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Love and romance will not go as planned. If 
you want to impress someone, it’s best to be honest about who you are and 
what you have to offer. Giving a false impression will backfire, leaving you in 
an awkward position. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Check out investment opportunities. Put time 
aside to take better care of your health. You will be given an opportunity to 
foster a long-term commitment. Take advantage of it if it will give you more 
down time. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Put everything in order and map out exactly how 
you want things to unfold. Don’t let anyone with an unrealistic idea take over. 
Protect against swindlers or those trying to bully their way into your life. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): You’ll be pulled in different directions. Don’t 
lose sight of what you want. A change is in order, but a disciplined approach 
to building your dream and finishing what you start must be put into play. 
Romance is encouraged.  

Birthday Baby: You are creative, intelligent and talented. You are productive 
and curious.



Farina, Hodan lead squad 
to win over Blue Devils

By BRETT O’CONNELL
Sports Writer

Patrick Hodan scored two 
goals for the Irish, but it was 
sophomore forward Jeffrey 
Farina whose overtime goal 
won the day for Notre Dame in a 
marquee matchup against con-
ference foe Duke on Saturday at 
Alumni Stadium.

The No. 7 Irish (8-2-3, 3-1-1 
ACC) started the game strong, 
establishing a comfortable 
two-goal lead and controlling 
the pace of the game through 55 
minutes against a beleaguered 
Duke squad still seeking its 
first conference win — but they 
needed Farina’s set piece hero-
ics to ultimately seal the deal in 
the 3-2 victory. The sophomore 
forward put home the golden 
goal in the 97th minute as the 
ball found its way from junior 
defender Matt Habrowski’s 
head to Farina’s feet right in 
front of the keeper’s box. 

Farina started the game 
alongside fellow sophomore 
forward Jon Gallagher, though 
both were substituted out with 

By DOMINIC BUSH
Sports Writer

In a ver y physical match, 
the No. 16 Irish come away 
with a commanding 2-0 v ic-
tor y over ACC rival Boston 
College.

Notre Dame (10-3-1, 3-3-
0) was relentless on offense, 
outshooting the Golden 
Eagles (9-4-2, 3-2-1) by a 21-5 
margin. With the win and 
Thursday’s 1-0 triumph over 
Syracuse, the Irish have now 
put together a two-game 
winning streak after losing 
consecutive games for the 
f irst t ime all year.

The game winner came 
in the 27th minute cour-
tesy of midfielder Taylor 
Klaw under. The sophomore 
won position in front of the 
goal and headed in sopho-
more midfielder Sabrina 
Flores’ corner kick.

Thirty minutes later, 
Taylor’s twin sister Kait lin 
Klaw under entered as a sub-
stitute in the 56th minute 
and immediately proved 
to be a wise coaching deci-
sion. Kait lin charged into 

the box following a save by 
Boston College redshirt-
freshman goalkeeper Alexis 
Br yant. She blasted the re-
bound past the outstretched 
Br yant for her f irst goal of 
the season.

Second-year head coach 
Theresa Romagnolo said 
she saw a return to the ba-
sics as key in her team’s 
turnaround.

“Sometimes we can may-
be over-teach,” Romagnolo 
said. “They’re such great 
players. They all see the 
game and need ideas here 
and there, but if they rely on 
what they know, good things 
are going to f low from that.”

In addition to simplif ying 
the game plan, Romagnolo 
made a positional change, 
moving junior Sandra Yu 
from midfielder to for ward. 
It was Yu’s shot in the 57th 
minute that was redirected 
by junior for ward Kaleigh 
Olmsted leading to the re-
bound Klaw under scored 
on.

“We moved Sandra Yu to 

Irish win and tie 
exhibition games

Notre Dame nabs first ACC 
win in five sets over Clemson

By HUNTER  McDANIEL
Sports Writer

Hockey is back at Notre 
Dame, as the Irish kicked off 
the new season with a pair 
of exhibition games over the 
weekend.

The Irish welcomed the 
University of Guelph to 
Compton Family Ice Arena 
and came away with a sloppy 
7-5 victory on Friday night.

Six different players scored 
in the game for the Irish, in-
cluding two from freshman 
defenseman Dennis Gilbert.

The Irish started the sea-
son strong, as sophomores 
defenseman Luke Ripley and 
left wing Anders Bjork both 
scored in the f irst 1:44 of the 
contest.

The Gryphons and the 
Irish traded goals through-
out the f irst two periods un-
til the Irish scored four in a 
row to stretch their lead to 
7-3. Guelph scored two late 
goals to make the f inal score 
7-5.

Irish senior center and 

captain Steven Fogarty, 
sophomore center/right 
wing Jake Evans and fresh-
man center Andrew Oglevie 
all scored for Notre Dame, as 
well.

The teams combined for 
more than 40 penalty min-
utes in the game, and seven 
of the 12 total goals came 
courtesy of the power play.

Two goaltenders, junior 
Chad Katunar and sopho-
more Cal Peterson, split t ime 
in net for the Irish, with each 
playing roughly half the 
game. Katunar stopped a to-
tal of six shots in the open-
ing 30 minutes, but Petersen 
got credit for the win af-
ter coming in and making 
nine saves over the f inal 30 
minutes.

Then on Sunday, Notre 
Dame traveled to Plymouth, 
Michigan, where they tied, 
2-2, with the United States 
National Team Development 
Program (USNTDP) at USA 
Hockey Arena in Plymouth, 

Observer Staff Report 

The Irish grabbed their 
f irst ACC victory of the sea-
son this weekend, f inishing 
the weekend 1-1. The Irish, 
(6-12, 1-5 ACC) defeated 
Clemson 3-2 (25-12, 25-22, 
22-25, 19-25, 15-13) in a f ive-
set match on Friday before 
dropping the match against 
Georgia Tech in straight 
sets Sunday, 3-0 (12-25, 18-
25, 17-25). The win against 
Clemson (5-13, 0-6 ACC) 
puts Notre Dame at six wins 
on the season, as many as 
the program had through 
the entire 2014 campaign.

The Irish came out strong 
against the Tigers, taking 
the f irst two sets before the 
Tigers came storming back, 
taking sets three and four. 
The Irish had to hold onto 
the lead in the f ifth set and 
fend off a Tigers comeback 
en route to their victory.

Sevarl Irish players had 
career nights against the 
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ND downs rival 
Boston College

AMY ACKERMANN | The Observer

Irish senior midfielder Patrick Hodan dribbles up the field during 
Notre Dame’s 3-1 win over Virginia on Sept. 25 at Alumni Stadium.

SARAH OLSON | The Observer

Sophomore outside hitter Sam Fry jumps to tip during Notre 
Dame’s loss to Syracuse on Oct. 4. Fry had 13 kills against Clemson.
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Hockey | Nd 7, guelph 5; nd 2, USNtdp 2 ND Volleyball | nd 3, clemson 2; georgia tech 3, nd 0

ND Women’s Soccer | ND 2, BC 0Men’s Soccer | ND 3. Duke 2 (OT)


