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ND announces pilot program in China

University to allow select Chinese factories to produce officially liscensed products

Observer Staff Report

Notre Dame is launching a
pilot program that will allow se-
lected factories in China to man-
ufacture University-licensed
products, with the goal of de-
termining if they can meet and
maintain worker treatment stan-
dards, University President Fr.
John Jenkins said in an email to
students late Wednesday night.

In 2013, University Executive
Vice President John Affleck-
Graves appointed a Worker
Participation Committee (WPC)
toreview Notre Dame’s Licensing
Code of Conduct due to an in-
creasing frequency of interac-
tions between the University and
China, according to the website

of the Office of the Executive Vice
President.

After two years of research and
deliberation, the WPC issued a
set of recommended changes to
the University’s existing licens-
ing policy. Jenkins approved
these recommendations and di-
rected the pilot program to be-
gin, according to the email.

According to Jenkin’s email,
the University implemented a
policy in 2001 that prohibited 11
countries, including China, from
producing Notre Dame-licensed
products.

“The University’s decision at
that time was bold, principled
and widely applauded,” Jenkins

see CHINA PAGE 5

ANNMARIE SOLLER | The Observer

University executive vice president John Affleck-Graves speaks at an open forum with the Worker

Participation Committee in the McKenna Hall Auditorium on Jan. 26.

Professor panel analyzes
voter demographics

By EDDIE DAMSTRA

News Writer

A panel of four faculty experts
gathered in the Geddes Hall cof-
fee house Thursday evening to
discuss different demographic
groups and their implica-
tions on the 2016 election in an
event titled “Identity Politics?
Thinking about Groups in the
2016.”

The event was hosted by ND
Votes '16, a non-partisan coali-
tion dedicated to promoting

voter participation in next
year’s elections.

Political science department
chair David Campbell began
the discussion by highlighting
the significance of the youth
demographic in American poli-
tics. He centered his speech
on challenging “myths about
young people and their role in
American politics.”

Campbell said many people
generalize that the “youth are
apathetic liberals” — a claim
he said retains some degree of

truth. Nonetheless, Campbell
said there are certain miscon-
ceptions about youth voters.

Addressing the students in
the room, Campbell said, “On
most issues your generation
does lean farther to the left
than your parents and your
grandparents.”

However, Campbell said one
exception to this is the issue of
abortion.

“Young people today look

see VOTES PAGE 4

Syrian refugee
shares experiences

By LUCAS MASIN-MOYER

News Writer

A refugee of the Syrian civil
war, using the pseudonym
Amin Ahmed, and president
of the Tanenbaum Center
for Interreligious Learning
Dr. Georgette Bennett, both
representing the Multifaith
Alliance for Syrian Refugees,
spoke on the Syrian refugee
crisis Thursday morning in
Debartolo Hall.

Since protests began in

March 2011, the Syrian civil
war has taken its toll on the
nation’s people, Bennett said.
According to Bennett — who
called the crisis in Syria “the
worst humanitarian crisis in
the world” — more than half
a million people have been
killed, 12 million have been
internally displaced or are in
need of urgent care and four
million have registered as
refugees since the start of the

see REFUGEE PAGE 4

Club hosts walk to raise funds for ALS research

By CLARE KOSSLER

Associate News Editor

Little more than a year af-
ter videos of people soak-
ing themselves with ice water
flooded Facebook feeds for the
“ALS ice-bucket challenge,” the
Neuroscience Club will hold the
first annual Notre Dame ALS
Walk on Saturday, in conjunc-
tion with the College of Science.

All proceeds from the walk will
support ALS programs and re-
search, social service chair of the
Neuroscience Club junior Chris
Ferari said.

Ferari, who helped promote
and organize the event, said the
goal of the walk is to raise aware-
ness for the disease on campus
and “make people aware that we
want this to be something we're
going to do every year.”

“[We want] to get it on ev-
eryone’s radar and say, ‘This is
something that we want to con-
tinue to do. ALS isn’t going away,
so we want to continue to raise
awareness past just this year,”
he said.

Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis

see ALS PAGE 5
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UESTION OF THE DAY:

At what age did you stop trick-or-treating?

Have a question you want answered?
Email photo@ndsmcobserver.com

Luke Ripley
sophomore
O’Neill Hall

((14.n

Dennis Gilbert
freshman
Morrissey Manor

”

“I still trick-or-treat.

Jack Jenkins
freshman
St. Edward’s Hall

«(17.77

“].6.”

junior

treat.”

Jesse Shank
sophomore
Morrissey Manor

“Eighth grade.”

Jonah Poczobutt
sophomore
Morrissey Manor

Katie Arndorfer

Ryan Hall

“You're never too old to trick-or-

MONICA VILLAGOMEZ MENDEZ | The Observer

Members of Notre Dame’s Ballet Folklorico commemorate the lives of their dead loved ones in honor of Dia de los Muertos, a
Mexican holiday that celebrates the lives and spiritual journeys of dead family and friends with food, drink and parties.

Friday

Labor Cafe

Geddes Hall
5p.m.-6p.m.

Explore social justice
issues with the Higgins
Labor Program.

ND Women’s Soccer
vs. Virginia Tech
Alumni Stadium

7 p.m.-9 p.m.

The Irish take on the
Hokies.

THE NEXT FIVE DAYS:

Saturday

Religion Seminar
McKenna Hall
9am.-12 p.m.
Discover links
between religion and
jazz in America.

Saturday Vigil Mass
Basilica of the Sacred
Heart

5p.m.-6p.m.
Celebrate mass with
fellow students.

Want your event included here?
Email news@ndsmcobserver.com

Sunday

All Saints’ / All Souls’
Day Mass

Dillon Hall

1:30 p.m.-2:30 p.m.
Spanish Mass and Day
of the Dead celebration.

Evening Vespers
Basilica of the Sacred
Heart

715 p.m.-815 p.m.
Evening prayerin the
Lady Chapel.

Monday

Urban Plunge
Information Session
Geddes Hall
4p.m.-5p.m.
Information on winter

break service program.

Respect Life Mass
Basilica of the Sacred
Heart

515 p.m.-6:15 p.m.
Pray for greater
respect for human life.

Tuesday

Workshop: “Crafting
a Strong Grant
Proposal”

Brownson Hall
5p.m.-545p.m.
Learn about grants.

Snite Salon Series
Snite Museum of Art
5p.m.-545p.m.
Gather to discover
artwork and exchange
thoughts.
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Executive explains benefits
of impact investing

By AIDAN LEWIS

News Writer

Andi Phillips, a vice presi-
dent in the Urban Investment
Group at Goldman Sachs,
spoke about the importance
of impact investing during
a conversation with direc-
tor of the Gigot Center for
Entrepreneurship Sam Miller
on Thursday evening. Phillips
served as the keynote speak-
er for the 2015 Irish Impact
Social Entrepreneurship
Conference.

According to the confer-
ence's website, the aim of the
conference is to discuss im-
pact investing, the practice
by which investors finance
projects that can provide
social benefits to a commu-
nity. Phillips said her work
at Goldman Sachs aligns
with this practice and that
she has made it her mission
to “drive strong financial re-
turns while also having a very
strong social impact.”

“There are opportunities
to invest in the communities
where we live and work that
can have that double bottom
line,” Phillips said.

As a result, impact invest-
ing is not only be beneficial
to the investor, but also to the
government and individual
communities, Phillips said.
She said the main problem
service providers face in try-
ing to help the community is
alack of funding.

“If what I'm paying for is
outcomes, which is at the end
of the story, how do I get the
capital I need as the service
provider to actually deliver
the service?” Phillips said.

Furthermore, Phillips said
many service providers would

be unable to recover from
large investment failures.

“Service providers don’t
have the financial where-
withal to absorb the risk of
not reaching the impact and
therefore not getting paid.”

In contrast, large com-
panies like Goldman Sachs
can absorb this type of risk,
Phillips said. She said be-
cause of this, service provid-
ers can “use private capital to
finance the services people
need.”

Phillips discussed sev-
eral projects through which
impact investing has al-

“Get involed in
the social issues
you care about
in such a way
that you begin to
understand what
the challenges
are and how
to effectuatuce
changein that
area.”

Andi Phillips
vice president

Urban Investment Group
Goldman Sachs

ready been beneficial for
Goldman Sachs and the
community. She said one
particular project involved
funding prevention pro-
grams in Massachusetts for
at-risk young men in order to
prevent recidivism, which is
the cycle of arrests and con-
victions to which many first-
time criminals fall prey.

The problem, Phillips said,
was that “the government

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

was spending of all its money
to actually put these kids in
prison and incarcerate them
and didn’t have the money
to pay for the preventive
services.”

She said Goldman Sachs
provided this funding, with
the potential to receive finan-
cial returns depending on the
success of the program.

“For every decrease in re-
cidivism and increase in
employment, the common-
wealth will make a payment,”
Phillips said.

The program was a great
success, Phillips said, low-
ering Massachusetts’s re-
cidivism rates and bringing
financial returns to Goldman
Sachs.

Phillips also discussed the
positives of some of Goldman
Sachs’ impact investing fail-
ures, specifically an attempt
at Rikers Island to lower re-
cidivism through cognitive
behavioral therapy. Although
the therapy failed to have an
effect, Phillips said the ven-
ture “represented a very dif-
ferent way of the government
doing business.”

“There was no waste of
taxpayer dollars, because
it was Goldman Sachs and
Bloomberg Philanthropy that
lost money,” Phillips said.

Finally, Phillips offered ad-
vice for those looking to be-
come involved in the impact
investing field.

“Get involved in the social
issues you care about in such
a way that you begin to un-
derstand what the challeng-
es are and how to effectuate
change in that area,” she said.

Contact Aidan Lewis at
alewis9@nd.edu

Campus ministry
celebrates saint at
prayer service

By KATIE GALIOTO

News Writer

Underneath the high altar of
the Basilica of the Sacred Heart
rests a relic of St. Marcellus, a
Roman centurion martyred in
298 A.D. for refusing to deny his
Catholic faith.

Campus Ministry hosted its
annual prayer service for St
Marcellus on Thursday night in
the Basilica to remember and
celebrate the martyr and all he
represents.

Fr. Peter Rocca, rector for the
Basilica, said St. Marcellus re-
fused to offer incense to an idol
in honor of the emperor’s birth-
day during his time as a soldier in
Tangiers, Morocco. He was put on
trial for his disobedience and ulti-
mately sentenced to death for his
refusal to renounce his Christian
faith. Oct. 30 is the feast day of St.
Marcellus.

“The story goes that he stood
in front of the standards of his
legion — the legion’s flags — and
then made a public declaration
that he was a Christian and could
no longer keep the oath that he
had made to serve the emperor,”
Rocca said.

The Basilica is also home to
the relics of members of the
Theban Legion, including its
chief, St. Maurice. During the
rule of Diocletian, a time of
Christian persecution, the legion
was instructed to kill a group of
Christians they encountered.
Many of the soldiers believed in
the Christian faith and refused
to follow orders, choosing to die
instead.

“These men, many of whom
were martyrs, gave their lives for
Christ,” Rocca said. “They point,

not to themselves, but they point
to their commitment to Jesus
Christ, their faith in Jesus Christ.
We need those kind of reminders,
[ think, in our daily lives.”

Alan Kreider, professor emeri-
tus at Anabaptist Mennonite
Biblical Seminary, recounted the
martyrdom of St. Marcellus at
the prayer service. Rocca said a
large number of Mennonites trav-
el to the Basilica from Goshen,
Indiana, each year to participate
in the prayer service.

“The Mennonites have almost
adopted St. Marcellus in particu-
lar as a patron saint of their com-
mitment to pacifism,” Rocca said.
“ ... They come all the way here,
sometimes walking on foot, from
Goshen, Indiana, to offer their
prayers to God in front of the icon
of St. Marcellus.”

At the prayer service, Fr.
Emmanuel Katongole, associate
professor of theology and peace
studies, delivered the 2015 St.
Marcellus Day Address.

St. Marcellus is considered the
patron saint of conscientious ob-
jectors, which aligns with values
Notre Dame hopes to instill in its
students, Rocca said.

“I think [St. Marcellus] is very
important and relevant to stu-
dents because he was willing to
stand up for what he believed in,
no matter what the cost might
be,” Rocca said. “He had the cour-
age to profess his faith in Christ,
to speak the truth, to be a real
witness to Jesus and his beliefs. 1
think we need models of people
like that today.”

During the years of Christian
persecution, Mass was often cel-
ebrated in Roman catacombs on
the tombs of martyrs, Rocca said.
He said relics are often placed un-
der altars in observance of this
tradition. Fr. Sorin brought the
relics of St. Marcellus, St. Maurice,
the Theban Legion and many oth-
er saints to the University from his
trips to Rome during the 1860s.

“These relics are visible, tan-
gible signs that speak to — in this
case — the sacrifice that the indi-
vidual made for his belief in Jesus
Christ,” Rocca said.

Rocca said St. Marcellus
provides an example to guide
students faced with making
decisions.

“I think too often we are hesi-
tant to speak up, hesitant to do
the right thing, hesitant to say
the right thing,” Rocca said. “It’s a
matter of taking to heart what we
profess as Christians and living it
out in our daily lives. And some-
times it will mean disagreeing
with friends.

“I would hope and think that
all of our graduates would have
the guts and the courage to say
and do the right thing, just like St.
Marcellus.”

Contact Katie Galioto at
kgalioto@nd.edu
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SMC students tour campus
ghost story sites

By NICOLE CARATAS

News Writer

Thirteen years after the publi-
cation of "Quiet Hours," a collec-
tion of ghost stories taking place
in various locations across Saint
Mary's campus, the Student
Activities Board (SAB) held a
tour Thursday for students to
hear the book's different stories
in the buildings where they were
reported to have occurred.

SAB member Sinead Hickey
said “Quiet Hours” was pub-
lished in 2002 and written by
Saint Mary's alumnae Shelly
Houser, Veronica Kessenich
and Kristen Matha. While they
were students, they interviewed
hundreds of staff, faculty and
local residents to put together a
collection of stories of different
sightings and happenings that
transpired on campus.

“All the stories are about oc-
currences which happened
on our campus,” Hickey said.
“This book is not only fun, but it
also gives us a little insight into
the history and identity of our
school."

Hickey said the entertainment
committee of SAB planned this
tour as their main Halloween
event.

“This is a fun opportunity for
students on campus because it

is an option for a non-drinking
Halloween event. You can have
fun without a drink,” Hickey
said. “It is a fun way to learn
about the ghosts on campus and
campus history.

"Part of the Saint Mary’s iden-
tity is the ghosts present on
campus.”

The tour started in the south
lounge of Regina Hall, Hickey
said. Participating students re-
ceived a map, which showed
three of the dorms on campus —
Regina Hall, Le Mans Hall and
Holy Cross Hall — where mem-
bers of SAB were stationed.

Students then went to the
three locations and SAB mem-
bers read the corresponding sto-
ries in “Quiet Hours” that took
place in each specific hall.

In Regina Hall, students heard
stories about pianos that played
without anyone touching them,
doors found inexplicably opened
when they were originally locked
and mysteriously rippling water
in the pool that used to be in the
building’s courtyard.

Afterwards, students pro-
ceeded to Holy Cross Hall. This
dorm was the first building of
the College and was previously
Saint Mary’s Academy. The book
tells stories about a mysterious
sighting of a young nun and a
large dog in front of the building

during a time when only a single,
older nun wore a habit, and no
nuns owned a dog.

The book also notes occur-
rences of noises being heard
in the bathrooms — especially
those on the third floor — that
sounded like people brushing
their teeth or showering when no
one was actually there.

Sophomore Mackenzie Griffin,
who participated in the tour,
said she believes the stories.

“I definitely think the ghosts
stories on campus are real”
Griffin said. “I haven't experi-
enced anything, but there is a
lot going on in the bathrooms
in Holy Cross. You'll hear people
walk in and do their nightly rou-
tines, but there’s nobody there.”

The last stop on the tour was
Le Mans Hall, where students
heard the stories of people
from building services finding
a child’s hand print on a win-
dow, security staff feeling a cold
chill in the un-airconditioned
Stapleton Lounge and a student
seeing a man in Queen’s Court
— reportedly one of the most
haunted hallways in the build-
ing — run past her and through
a wall during her nightly rounds
as a Resident Assistant.

Contact Nicole Caratas at
ncaratas0l @saintmarys.edu

Refugee

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

conflict.

She said many people have
a mistaken perception of
these refugees.

“What you see on the news
is mostly men and families,
[but] this is not the typical
case,” Bennett said. “You are
not seeing the ones left be-
hind and those are the most
vulnerable ones.”

Many of those left behind
are women and children, who
make up 80 percent of refu-
gees, Bennett said. She said
despite its history of accept-
ing immigrants, the United
States has accepted only 249
Syrian refugees since the
start of the crisis, and any ef-
forts to help these refugees
have been misleading

“The [Obama] administra-
tion has agreed to resettle
100,000 refugees, but this is
100,000 total refugees, not
Syrian refugees,” Bennett
said. “Syrian refugees are
only 10,000 [of these refu-
gees], that’s the quota. What
you don’'t hear is that the
quota was higher a few years
ago.”

Bennett said Notre Dame
students and faculty have the
ability to make a difference
by doing things like starting
a blanket and sleeping bag
drive and using social me-
dia to combat “hate websites

which are displaying erro-
neous information and are
fueling xenophobia in this
country.”

After Bennet presented
the refugee crisis in num-
bers, Ahmed gave a personal
perspective on the crisis,
starting from its beginnings
during the Arab Spring.

“We thought Syria was go-
ing to ride out this wave of
protests, but an event in
March 2011 in a city called
Daraa where some school
children wrote some graffiti
[started the conflict],” said
Ahmed. “[These children
were] listening to what they
heard on TV. They wrote, ‘the
people want the fall of the
regime.”

Ahmed said the children
were captured and tortured
by Syrian President Bashar
al-Assad’s brother, a security
chief in Syria. According to
Ahmed, when the parents of
these children asked about
their children’s well-being,
the security chief said in re-
sponse, “Go back home and
forget about your children,
go back and sleep with your
wives and make new children.
If you do not, I'll send my men
to your wives and help them
make new children.”

Ahmed said this response
sparked wide-ranging pro-
tests in Daraa, which the gov-
ernment repressed violently.

“When the first blood was
spilled on the street from

these demonstrations, other
people took to the street in
other cities,” he said.

Ahmed said he decided to
take action against the Assad
regime in response.

“I could not tell my son I
did nothing,” he said.

However, Ahmed said his
actions against the regime
had dire consequences, and
he was forced to leave the
country.

“I don’t think we were stu-
pid,” Ahmed said. “I don’t re-
gret — never a moment in my
life willI regret — what I did.”

Since being forced to leave
Syria, Ahmed said he has
worked to help those affected
by the crisis, especially the
most vulnerable in this crisis,
such as children.

“This is the tragedy, a lost
generation,” Ahmed said.
“The danger is the time bomb
we will face in the future.
Kids without education feel
abandoned and angry. These
guys will grow up and have
two choices — either beg
money, or fight for someone.”

Ahmed also said students at
Notre Dame can help the ref-
ugees affected by the crisis.

“TI hope that you will help
us in saving this lost genera-
tion,” Ahmed said. “We want
to stop them from being radi-
calized and we want them to
have hope.”

Contact Lucas Masin-Moyer at
Imasinmo@nd.edu

Votes

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

a lot more like their grand-
parents than their parents in
terms of their stance on abor-
tion,” he said.

Campbell concluded with
another exception to the
rule: the issue of gun control.
Campbell said young people
“aren’t terribly liberal” on gun
control.

Professor of political science
Darren Davisbeganhis speech
with the number 12.3 pro-
jected on the screen. He said
the significance of that num-
ber is that African Americans
comprise 12.3 percent of the
American population, a seem-
ingly small figure in compari-
son to the total population.

However, Davis said African
Americans can still affect the
outcome of the election.

“We don’telect our president
nationally, we have something
that’s called the electoral col-
lege,” he said.

Davis said in states with
large  black  populations,
African-Americans can im-
pact the state election.

“African-Americans can
potentially influence 32.9 per-
cent of the 270 votes that are
needed to win in 2016,” Davis

said. “ ... This is how race be-
comes important in national
politics.”

Associate professor of politi-
cal science Ricardo Ramirez
devoted his talk to the Latino
demographic. He said there
are a substantial amount of
Latinos eligible to vote who
are not registered.

“The reality with Latinos is
that they have potential to im-
pact elections if they were to
be mobilized,” Ramirez said.

He said the reason for the
lack of mobilization of and
outreach to Latinos who are
eligible to vote is a combina-
tion “of where they live and
the fact that they're young.”

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Most Latinos live in non-
swing states, he said, which
parties and candidates typi-
cally ignore. Ramirez also said
many Latinos are young, and
young people tend to be on av-
erage less politically involved.

Ramirez said he thinks
Latino voting turnout will in-
crease for the 2016 election,
largely owing to the fact that
they “feel under attack” from
Donald Trump’s campaign.

“If Latinos associate a cer-
tain party with not wanting
them who do you think they
are going to vote for?” he said.

The final speaker, associ-
ate professor of political sci-
ence Christina Wolbrecht,
focused on the implications of
women'’s voting habits on elec-
tions and said there is a larger
gender gap in the younger
generations.

However, Wolbrecht said the
gender gap seems to exist only
amongst whites.

“There isn’t much of a gen-
der gap at all with nonwhites,”
Wolbrecht said.

Wolbrecht said while many
would expect issues directly
related to women to cause a
large gender gap, in reality this
is not the case.

“The truth is that men and
women actually don’t vary a
great deal in their preference
on the kind of issues we usu-
ally consider women-specific,
such as abortion, equal pay
and requiring religious insti-
tutions to provide birth con-
trol,” Wolbrecht said. “Where
we see bigger differences
between men and women is
support for the social welfare
state.”

ND Votes '16 is sponsored
by the Rooney Center and
Notre Dame’s Center for Social
Concerns. On Nov. 12, ND
Votes '16 will hold a student fo-
rum as a part of their contin-
ued initiative.

Contact Eddie Damstra at
edamstra@nd.edu
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China

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

said in the email. “It was
hoped that Notre Dame’s ac-
tion would encourage other
institutions to follow, and
that collectively pressure
could be put on countries to
reform their labor laws.”
Jenkins said that since no
other universities have ad-
opted similar policies, and
Notre Dame’s action had no
discernable influence on the
practices of nations that deny
freedom of association, the
WPC was created to reevalu-
ate the University’s policy.
“While still holding to the
principle that freedom of as-
sociation ought to be allowed
and independent unions per-
mitted, and recognizing that
in the People’s Republic of

China such rights are denied
at the level of national laws
and practices, the WPC con-
sidered whether there might
be other criteria we should
employ focused on the poli-
cies and practices of particu-
lar factories,” the email said.
The committee worked
with Verite, an internation-
ally-recognized  non-profit
organization, to assess six se-
lected Chinese factories using
a list of 71 criteria. They pro-
posed four specific recom-
mendations, shared with the
Notre Dame community at a
public forum in September.
“First, that Notre Dame un-
dertake a pilot program with
factories that met our stan-
dards to see if they sustain a
standard of performance ac-
ceptable to Notre Dame, and
we can confidently verify
such performance,” the email

said.

In addition, the University
will work with factories in the
area that fell short of their
standards to see “if they can
improve to an acceptable
level.”

Notre Dame will also begin
evaluating similar factories
in other countries that cur-
rently manufacture Notre
Dame-licensed products.

“Even with the formal, le-
gal right to form and join an
independent union, worker
participation may be below
what is acceptable, and the
University can use its lever-
age to encourage improve-
ment. Moreover, the review
of factories in different coun-
tries could establish a useful
benchmark as we deliberate
about acceptable standards.”

The committee also rec-
ommended the University

review and, as necessary, re-
vise the current Licensing
Code of Conduct to include
a “a richer understanding of
worker participation and,
in general, that it reflects
the best practices and the
principles of Catholic social
teaching.”

Finally, the committee
suggested the formation of
a student subcommittee,
in addition to continuing
campus participation in the
conversation.

In response to calls to re-
ject the recommendations,
Jenkins analyzed the moral-
ity of the policy, concluding
that Notre Dame’s actions
would not support or sustain
any form of injustice.

“Participation allows us
to affirm those factories
that have high standards of
worker participation, and to

encourage other companies
to meet these standards,”
the email said. “Whether
this in fact occurs is some-
thing about which a pilot
program will give us valuable
information.”

According to the email,
the pilot program ultimately
seeks to promote the full set
of workers’ rights recognized
by Catholic social teaching at
a global level.

“I emphasize that this
change in policy in no way
signals a lessening of Notre
Dame’s commitment to the
full set of workers’ rights rec-
ognized by Catholic social
teaching,” Jenkins said. “On
the contrary, with the WPC,
we are trying to develop a
policy that is as effective as
it can be in furthering the
recognition of those rights
around the world.”

ALS
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(ALS), also referred to as Lou
Gehrig’s disease after the New
York Yankees baseball player
diagnosed with the disease in
1939, is a “progressive neurode-
generative disease that affects
nerve cells in the brain and the
spinal cord,” according to the ALS
Association’s website.

The website says patients liv-
ing with ALS have an average life
expectancy of about two to five
years following diagnosis.

Sean Kassen, the director for
academic advancement in the
College of Science, said the rar-
ity and severity of ALS make
walks like the upcoming one at
Notre Dame important in rais-
ing awareness and generating
interest in research for the dis-
ease, which is sometimes over-
looked in favor of more prevalent
diseases.

“ALS is a tough disease to get.
It is a scary disease. It is a devas-
tating disease; there is no cure,”

Kassen said. “And still there’s not
a lot of research that is out there
on the direct causes, and hence
the potential way to cure it.

“ ... ALS is a [disease] that
largely T would still say people
don’t understand, and by doing a
walk like this it brings it front and
center. It brings more awareness
first and foremost.”

Besides raising awareness,
Ferari said he hopes the walk will
encourage ALS research at Notre
Dame, where there are currently
few people actively involved in
ALS or ALS-related research.

Among the few at Notre Dame
whose research is relevant to ALS
is biochemistry Ph.D. candidate
Tiffany Snow. Snow currently
studies the NMDA receptor in the
brain, which she said has been
associated with Huntington’s
disease, Alzheimer’s disease, al-
cohol dependence, strokes and
ALS.

“The receptor I'm working on,
very little is known about how
it'’s behaving and why it behaves
in certain ways, and especially
— what’s more interesting — how

and why it behaves under neuro-
logical stress or some sort of dis-
order,” Snow said.

“This receptor — because it’s in
alot of neurons in the brain and a
lot ofimportant areas of the brain
—when something goes wrong in
it, it’s seen in a lot of different dis-
orders,” she said.

To support her research, Snow
received an ALS Ice Bucket
Challenge fellowship for the 2014-
2015 academic year.

“I'think while it might seem in-
consequential to look at a certain
receptor — just one receptor or
maybe one part of that receptor —
it's looking at the little things like
that that will answer bigger ques-
tions that will affect thousands
and tens of thousands of people,
potentially, in a lifetime,” Snow
said.

Although  this  weekend’s
walk is the first of its kind to oc-
cur on campus, it is not the first
ALS walk to have a Notre Dame
connection.

Les McCarthy, a Notre Dame
parent and member of the Notre
Dame Club of Mid-Hudson

Valley, helped organize a walk
through the Mid-Hudson Valley
club in 2009 following the loss of
one of its members, Notre Dame
Ph.D. class of 1970 alumnus Gus
Raspitha, to the disease.

“When we lost him in the
spring of 2009, we decided we re-
ally should do something to raise
awareness,” McCarthy said. “So
our club held this first walk Now.
15 of '09, of which there were 55 of
us walking.”

The Hudson Valley Walk to
Defeat ALS has taken place ev-
ery fall since its inception in
2009, and during that time it has
grown from 55 individual walk-
ers raising nearly $5,000 in 2009
to 147 walk teams raising more
than $346,000 in 2014. In total,
the walk has raised more than
$1 million to benefit support ser-
vices, awareness and research for
ALS.

Since they began the Hudson
Valley ALS walk, members of the
Notre Dame Club of Mid-Hudson
Valley have been in contact with
various people at Notre Dame
about the prospect of holding an
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on-campus walk, Kassen said.

“They’ve been very big sup-
porters of our efforts here with
rare disease research, and
[McCarthy] has always suggested
that we try to do an ALS walk,”
Kassen said. “And so once this
new [neuroscience] club came up
we talked together ... I knew this
is something he was very pas-
sionate about, and so we came to
the conclusion that we potential-
ly could do this [event]. And that’s
when I presented the idea to the
Neuroscience Club.”

From there, the Neuroscience
Club undertook organizing the
walk, which Ferari said he hopes
will become the club’s “signature
event.”

This weekend’s walk will span
adistance of 2.7 miles, with a stop
at the Grotto for a short prayer.
Registration is $10 per person,
and snacks and coffee will be
available to participants before
the walk.

Ferarisaid participants are also
encouraged to wear costumes in
the spirit of Halloween.

So far, Kassen said, the event
has generated significantinterest.

“Every time you do an event for
the first time, a lot of it is you're
trying to get people to show up,
you're going to learn sort of on
the fly, you have to do all your due
diligence ahead of time, you have
to make sure all the paperwork is
done appropriately and that the
correct people at the University
know about it,” Kassen said. “
... To me, [the walk] has already
been a win. People are already
signing up and they want to
attend.”

Looking toward the future,
McCarthy said he hopes the walk
will have a real impact in stimu-
lating advances in the field of ALS
research.

“Where will this take us on
campus?” he asked. “Only time
will tell, but if history teaches us
anything, it could be the start of
something big. It's my desire that
the luck and the skill of the Irish
just might be what can make a
significant contribution to solv-
ing this mystery.”

Contact Clare Kossler at
ckossler@nd.edu
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INSIDE COLUMN

Beyond the
stigma

Ryan Klaus
Sports Writer

Recently, Mental Illness Awareness Week was
held here on campus. Symbolized by the Word
of Life Mural’s green glow, the National Alliance
on Mental Illness (NAMI-ND) hosted a number
of speakers and coordinated an entire week of
events designed to raise awareness and provoke
discussion about mental illness throughout cam-
pus. NAMI-ND is assuredly due commendation
for its exertion in organizing the week and its
events.

When it comes to conversation concerning
mental illness on campus, the most transparent
objective typically involves an aim toward exter-
minating stigma surrounding mental illness. This
objective is undeniably paramount in improving
mental health at Notre Dame, but it is also impor-
tant to recognize that de-stigmatizing is just one
component of any mission devoted to ameliorat-
ing the state of mental health on campus.

An optimal environment for accommodat-
ing mental health on campus is one where all
students and faculty not only understand the
genuine obstacles that mental illnesses pose for
some individuals, but also an environment where
everyone has the knowledge and experience to be
in the best position possible to provide meaning-
ful support to those who may need it.

Additionally, there are numerous benefits to
mental health awareness initiatives having objec-
tives aimed at educating the public to be prepared
on how to act if one of their friends or peers has
the courage to be transparent about struggling
with their mental health. One of the main hopes
of de-stigmatizing mental illness is that it will
cultivate an environment where individuals are
not ashamed or afraid to seek help. This environ-
ment becomes much more effective if the general
population is prepared to provide support and (if
necessary) get professional assistance involved.
Obviously, there is no single method appropriate
for all situations, but any form of training that
increases the preparedness of individuals across
campus would be advantageous.

Of course, none of these suggestions are de-
signed to mitigate the importance of the de-stig-
matizing objective. There is a reason this goal is
the cornerstone of most campaigns about mental
health awareness. If anything, these additional
objectives highlight the importance of de-stig-
matizing since, intuitively, a population that has
disregard for stigma surrounding mental illness
should be more receptive to initiatives targeted
toward increasing its knowledge of mental ill-
nesses and capacity to assist those who may need
support.

It is clear, however, that de-stigmatizing is often
the most translucent component of mental illness
awareness campaigns. Because this objective
can often dominate mental health discussions,
itis important to note an optimal state of men-
tal health on campus should involve more than
just this single goal. Ideally, our campus can be
an environment where individuals not only are
comfortable speaking about mental illnesses they
may be struggling with, but one where their peers
are also educated about these mental illnesses
and prepared to provide beneficial support.

Contact Ryan Klaus at rklaus@nd.edu

The views expressed in the Inside Column are
those of the author and not necessarily those of
The Observer.

Break the glass

Kyle Palmer
Mr. Precedent

After Wednesday’s GOP presidential primary debate, I
wrote my regular Friday column with a predictable anal-
ysis of the debate. By yesterday morning, it was polished
and ready to send off (The Observer asks I submit my
columns by 5 p.m. the day before publishing). However,
something else happened that made me scrap the entire
column and start over.

I sat down for lunch yesterday shortly after 1 p.m., pre-
pared to study for a quiz in my 2 p.m. class that T hadn’t
studied for whatsoever. Adding to the concerns over the
quiz was the discontent I had for the dining hall at the
time due to the removal of the almighty dining tray in
an effort to conserve water one day out of the year. Upon
sitting down, shedding my jacket and grabbing a napkin,
I'looked up and saw a freshman sitting in the middle of
a table alone, obviously emotionally unsettled, choking
back tears and not expecting anyone to join her. I noticed
others saw the freshman as well, but no one stood to do
anything about it. I debated whether I should do any-
thing at all. After all, I only had an hour before my quiz
for which I was unprepared, and I certainly wasn'’t the
right person to comfort the young student, but I eventu-
ally stood and did something about it anyway.

Iwalked over to the freshman, asked if she wanted to
sit with anyone and invited her to join me. After sitting
down together, I introduced myself and asked what had
been bothering her and to tell me a bit about herself.
That’s when I learned she was a freshman who had had
a particularly rough week. Classes had come back with
avengeance after fall break, and she didn’t feel at home
in the friend group she had formed since August. She
felt totally alone and just needed to release some tears. I
had forgotten how stressful life might be as a freshman.
Over the last three-and-a-half-years, I had come to call
this place home with supportive friends and faculty. I
asked when she had last called home, and she told me
she had done so that morning. The student missed her
mom and couldn’t wait to go home for Thanksgiving and
Christmas. I hadn’t realized how lucky I was to never be
homesick over these last few years. That isn’t to say  don’t
love going home and spending time with my family, but
I found a home in those around me at Notre Dame, and I

was normally too busy to think about going home. After
our brief conversation, the freshman’s tears had subsided
and a smile appeared, and she headed off to prepare for

a project.

The last thing I want is for this column to be perceived
as some sort of pat-on-the-back for helping out a fellow
student in need. If anything, it should bring condem-
nation for me rather than commendation; it should
bring criticism because I hesitated to do anything at
all at first. There I was, so concerned with a quiz that I
nearly missed out on fulfilling what, I believe, was and
is a moral obligation. How often do we nearly miss out
on the things that matter, such as helping and uplifting
one another? How often do we fail to consider the plight
of others because we have something in front of us that
requires immediate attention?

I encourage anyone reading this to be mindful of those
around you and react when your help is needed. Never
mind the inconveniences or the concern that you aren’t
prepared to handle the situation of a stranger — you are
prepared enough. If you're on the other end of this situ-
ation and you're going through hard times, don’t worry
about inconveniencing another; just seek out a friend
who is willing to listen. Sometimes life can feel as if you
are looking at others through a window or a television
screen, their lives unaffected by yours and yours unaf-
fected by theirs. Regardless of the side of glass you feel
you're on at the time, looking out or looking in, my chief
suggestion is this: Don't hesitate to break the glass. Don’t
hesitate for even a moment as I did.

Now, as [ write this column quickly to make my 5 p.m.
Thursday deadline, immediately after taking that quiz,
which I'likely would have done better on had I chosen to
study for that extra period of time, I only regret I didn’t
react faster for that freshman and that I didn’t provide
an email address for an open medium for the venting of
stress. If she is reading this, or anyone who just wants to
vent in the confidence of a fellow student you don’t actu-
ally know, my email address is below. Send me a mes-
sage. I guarantee I won't hesitate this time.

Kyle Palmer is a senior from Dillon Hall studying
accountancy. He welcomes any challenges to his
opinions and can be reached at kpalmer6@nd.edu

The views expressed in this column are those of the
author and not necessarily those of The Observer.

LETTERTO THE EDITOR

Response to “Infants charge”

Iread Steve Sweeney’s letter “Infant charge” in
Tuesday’s edition of The Observer with interest.
Like Steve, my wife and I are both 2006 graduates,
and I'm also a legacy student who enjoys the chance
to come back and cheer on the Irish every year. My
first daughter was born in 2013, and when we made
plans to come to that year’s Navy game, I was at first
indignant over the infant charge. $80 for a three-
month old? Notre Dame’s avarice knows no bounds.
Not wanting to subject our daughter to poor weath-
er or buy her the most expensive nap of her life, we
got a sitter.

Now that I have a second daughter and have come
to three home games without them (including
this year’s Texas game), I've realized Notre Dame
Stadium isn’t like the other venues Steve described
for two reasons. First, most professional sports
teams’ stadiums have individual seats where there
is plenty of room on a lap. Notre Dame Stadium
does not — the crowded benches often hardly leave
room for me, much less my children. Those stadi-
ums often have extensive lounges, facilities, heated
apparel shops and the like for parents whose chil-
dren need a respite from the weather. Notre Dame
Stadium does not.

Secondly, and I think more importantly, there
is no feasible way to enforce a two-year age limit.
Airlines have plenty of time at check-in to enforce
their policy. Theme parks can take the time at the

admissions gate — there’s no rush to get in. Yet in
the 30 minutes preceding kickoff, 80,000 fans have
to get in the stadium, often in poor weather. It’s
hardly the place for checking birth certificates.

Which, of course, would be necessary. With the
face-value ticket prices accelerating yearly and the
secondary market skyrocketing, you mean to tell
me some fans wouldn’t try to pass their three- or
four-year-old off as a two-year-old? With that kind
of economic incentive, I wouldn’t blame them. I'm
sure most fans wouldn’t want to be the ones get-
ting that kid’s sneakers in the back every time C.]J.
Prosise runs for a first down.

The real problem here is not the infant policy,
it’s the ticket prices, which have quintupled since I
went to my first game. Were the prices more reason-
able,  wouldn’t mind paying to bring my daugh-
ters for part of the game, but the $500 price tag for
my family of four this year was simply too high.
Families with children of any age should be out-
raged. No doubt the University is merely keeping
pace with its competitors and other entertainments,
but it makes it a lot harder on alumni families who
want to bring their children back to wake up the
echoes.

Dan Reynolds
class 0f 2006, ACE class of 2008
Oct. 28
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Starting from zero

April Feng
StoryTime

I started my junior year prepared. On the first night of
the semester, my roommates and I opened a huge bottle
of diet Coke celebrating the fact that we were finally not
starting from zero. Indeed, with six jobs, two majors,

19 academic credits, many close friends and a sense of
familiarity, I firmly believed this year would be the time
for me to shine, to excel, to change the world. I was so
ready to take my first step on this amazing journey.

I never expected my first fall would occur in the do-
main most familiar to me: writing. As a columnist for
The Observer and a writing tutor, I always consider
writing as my strength. Two weeks into the semester, I
received my first grade for an essay assignment.  was
a little bit surprised when the professor called me into
his office and kindly reminded me that my writing was
“problematic.” One week after that unfortunate inci-
dent, I got another paper back with the professor sug-
gesting I should consider rewriting the essay because
I did not closely follow the requirements listed on the
prompt. I was shaken and alarmed. As a result, as I start-
ed my third essay assignment, I chose the easiest topic
— comparing the theories of Hobbes and Locke — and
gave up the other four more interesting but riskier ones. I
carefully examined my understanding of the two philos-
ophers, avoided all the nuances in their respective theo-
ry, made sure that the logic was consistent and checked
my spelling three times. I remember walking into the
sun after turning in the paper and thinking to myself:
You did everything you possibly could do. Things would
change this time. Two weeks after, I got it back. I saw my
professor’s comments on the margin: You have a good
understanding of the two theories, but your thesis is too
conservative. You explain the two theories quite well,
but you are not arguing for anything. Next time, take
some risks and try to work on a more challenging thesis.
Jacqueline Novogratz, one of the most recognizable fig-
ures in international development, once said, “They say
ajourney of a thousand miles begins with a single step.

I took mine and fell flat on my face.” Six weeks into the
semester, I had already taken a few courageous steps,
but I fell on each and every one of them. I failed at every
attempt to live up to my own expectations.

Profoundly disappointed with myself, I talked with my
mom, complaining that my constant efforts only result-
ed in constant failures. I was not receiving satisfactory

grades. I was having a writing crisis. I was not getting
enough sleep, because I simply did not have the time
for it. “It should not be like this,” I concluded with frus-
trating tears, “I am already a junior, for heaven’s sake. I
should already have my life together!” Out of nowhere,
my mom said, “That’s too bad. I can see that you lost
your humbleness.” “What do you mean? I am humbled,
like, every single day.” “No, you are simply sad and dis-
appointed. You are not humbled.”

Before I could argue back, my mom, like many
Chinese parents, started to repeat the important role of
humbleness in ancient Chinese culture and warned me
against the serious dangers of losing it. I shut up, know-
ing she would probably go on for another hour up in
the metaphysical clouds without offering any tangible
solution to my situation. In the end, however, my mother
did offer a solution: “This might sound weird, but I hope
somebody can destroy something for you, and then you
will understand.”

Much confused and a bit terrified, I directly went to
the Grotto after the talk. I sat on the bench for a long
time, hoping that destruction, no matter in what form,
would never come.

And of course, it came.

It was 2 a.m. and I was still working on a paper in the
library. It was the seventh attempt of the semester to
regain my confidence in writing. I started two weeks
before and had already done much research and talked
with my TA about it. Though she suggested I change my
thesis into a more challenging one, I chose to stick with
the original draft. Starting from zero sounded like a
strategy too risky for me, and by the way, I never wanted
to lose anything I had, especially given that I have al-
ready lost too much in the last six weeks. As I reached the
conclusion part of my eight-page paper, I reminded my-
self once again that I needed to include every single nec-
essary element of “good academic writing”: a summary
of my argument, counterargument, the “so-what move-
ment” and ... pzzz. The words disappeared. The music
stopped. I saw my own face on the screen: a shocked,
terrified and hopeless one. My computer had crashed.

Five seconds later, I recovered from the shock and
finally figured out what just happened. My first reaction
was frantically trying to reopen my computer. I con-
nected it to the power source. Didn’t work. I kept press-
ing the power button for more than two minutes. Didn’t
work. I even talked to it, begging it to come alive again.
Didn’t work. Everything was gone, just like that. I packed
all my things and walked out of the library, numb with

grief and confusion.

Itis funny. I had been extremely afraid of destruction
ever since my mom mentioned it, yet while walking
across God Quad with all my essays and problem sets
gone, I was calmer than ever. Since I could not work on
the essay, check if my professor had updated our newest
grade for problem set five or open the calendar to see my
must-do list for the next day, I simply wandered around
campus without a plan. This undesirable accident had
forced me to start from zero again, and it felt like fresh-
man year.

As an international student, I had to learn every single
thing when I first came here.  had to learn what theol-
ogyis. I had to learn what a counterargument was. I
had to learn about American popular TV shows. I had to
learn about when to laugh and when not.  had to learn
about how to use a knife and fork. I was never afraid to
ask for help, because I knew I was ignorant. Failure was
the norm of my life. When I failed, I justlearned how to
stand up. The habit of learning made everything so easy
to accept. Nothing was ever dreadful. Then it suddenly
occurred to me that despite the constant failures, the
grinding process of learning everything, the sense of
strangeness I had whenever [ walked on campus, I was
very happy every day as a freshman. It came from the
courage to start from zero and the acceptance I had to
learn everything on the journey. All of a sudden, I real-
ized I had not enjoyed the happiness of being humble for
along time. The crash of my computer 20 minutes ago, a
destruction which my mom had long been hoping would
occur, forced me to start anew and empowered me to
once again be humble.

Just give up the fight tonight and start everything from
zero tomorrow. It is not that dreadful, I told myself.

The next morning, I successfully opened my comput-
er. Everything came back. The essay assignment [ was
working on the night before was still there: eight pages,
single space, with a thesis not so challenging but easy to
defend.

I'smiled and dragged it to the trash box. Empty trash.

I'was finally humble enough to start from zero again.

It felt so good.

Dan (April) Feng is a junior political science and
economics double major. She is from Beijing, China,
and lives in Lyons Hall. April welcomes all comments
(or complaints) and can be reached at dfeng@nd.edu

The views expressed in this column are those of the
author and not necessarily those of The Observer.

[.essons learned at The Observer

Sara Felsenstein
Guest Columnist

Late nights. Early mornings. Not enough coffee in
the world to keep you awake during that morning
calculus class. It’s a story most college newspaper
editors know well but would never change. We're
willing to put in the hours not only because of the
close-knit community, one of the biggest draws, but
because the skills you learn working for a college
newspaper are invaluable across professional indus-
tries. Here are five reasons why.

You meet a wide range of people

College is a bubble, but working on the paper ex-
poses you to a wide range of people and viewpoints.
During my four years on The Observer at Notre
Dame, I interviewed a British literary scholar, the
Chief Marketing Officer of Subway, the University
president and the only Orthodox Jewish student
on campus. Reaching beyond the bubble has huge
value later on in the working world.

You get used to criticism

Most professors at Notre Dame weren’t out-
wardly critical of my writing, focusing on what I
could do better instead of what I did wrong. While I

appreciated this approach in my classes, criticism is
an unavoidable aspect of the professional world and
life in general. My freshman year, I remember the
first article I received back from my editor was com-
pletely covered in red ink, entire sections crossed
out. I probably went home and cried that night, but
soon learned not take things so personally (and that
criticism helps you improve).

You master the art of succinct writing

I used to think the phrase “writing is an art”
meant I could use an unlimited number of words
to make things sound beautiful. Now I believe that
regardless of the writing form, every single word
needs to have a purpose. Working on the paper
taught me to boil down stories to their very core,
write conversationally and include only the most
powerful quotes. All of this prepared me well for a
career in digital media.

You get comfortable leading conversations
Most people love talking about themselves. Once
you learn that, asking questions and leading conver-
sations isn’t all that hard. When I started out as a re-
porter, I was scared to even place a call to a stranger.
Iread and reread my emails 10 times before request-

ing an interview. But with experience, I gained
the confidence to assert myself during interviews,

pursue contacts and ask the tougher questions.

You learn to work well under pressure

Some of my most stressful days in college, I was
under deadline for an article on the same day I had
amajor test. I spent free moments calling sources
and writing while simultaneously trying to memo-
rize history or statistics formulas. The Observer
demanded everything of you, and you had to figure
out how not to let your grades slip. It took years,
butIlearned to stay calm and trust that everything
would get done (and that the world wouldn’t end if it
didn’t).

I'loved being an English major at Notre Dame.
But truthfully, none of my classes stand out to me
years later the way my days and nights spent in The
Observer office do. While I nurtured my love for lit-
erature through my major, the newspaper that gave
me the hands-on, practical education I needed to
jump into the real world after graduation.

In the end, I'm thankful for the sleepless nights
and overconsumption of chocolate. The Observer
was the best (free) course I took at Notre Dame.

Sara Felsenstein can be reached at
sfelsens@gmail.com

The views expressed in this column are those of the
author and not necessarily those of The Observer.
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By MATT MUNHALL

Scene Writer

“It's not so easy writing about
nothing.”

That is the declaration that opens “M
Train,” the new memoir from the mu-
sician and writer Patti Smith. Those
words are relayed to her by a cowboy in
adream, but they also serve as a guiding
force for the book. “M Train” isn’t about
nothing per se, but Smith is more con-
cerned with capturing her inner state
than giving a play-by-play of the pivotal
events of her life. Interiority is favored
over traditional narrative, attempting
to give the reader a glimpse inside the
mind of the Godmother of Punk.

While Smith’s previous memoir, “Just
Kids,” documented her relationship
with the artist Robert Mapplethorpe,
“M Train” is centered on solitude. Again
and again throughout the book, Smith
writes of going to her beloved Cafe ‘Ino
in Greenwich Village and sitting down at
“her table” to write, accompanied only
by her usual order of black coffee, brown
toast and olive oil. In Smith’s hands,
this quotidian act becomes a ritual that
verges on the spiritual.

Smith has called the book “a roadmap
to mylife,” and she populates it with sur-
real dreams, memories of her late hus-
band Fred “Sonic” Smith, travel diaries
and reflections on her writing process.
But she bestows the most reverence on
the artists she adores, especially writers,
who become saintly figures in her mind.
Smith seems especially fascinated by
visiting the graves of her literary heroes,
including Arthur Rimbaud, Sylvia Plath
and Jean Genet. On these pilgrimages
Smith frequently brings talismans — a
string of beads for Genet, stones from
a French Guiana prison for Genet — as
signs of her devotion.

There is a spiritual dimension not only
to Smith’s idolization of certain artists,
but to the very act of reading itself. In
one chapter she recounts a period of in-
tense obsession with the Japanese sur-
realist writer Haruki Murakami. Smith
recalls spending several weeks fixated
on the abandoned house at the cen-
ter of Murakami’s novel “The Wind-Up
Bird Chronicle,” wondering whether the
property is real or imagined. She even
considers that she could “just inno-
cently meet him for coffee where portals
connect” in order to find out the answer.
She later leaves the novel in an airport
and despairs over having lost the “mas-
cot of [her] resurging energy.” In Smith’s
world, books have the immense power
to revive one’s spirit.

Smith holds a similar romantic view of
the crime procedurals she loves, which
include “Law & Order,” “CSI: Miami”
and “The Killing.” Even the act of watch-
ing these shows becomes its own kind of
ritual. At one point, when Smith’s con-
necting flight home through London is
delayed, she decides to checkinto a hotel
and spend all day and night in her room
watching British detective shows. The
sense of the mystical is reinforced when
she runs into an actor from one of these
dramas in the hotel bar. “Yesterday’s po-
ets are today’s detectives,” she declares
— speaking to how seriously she takes
her favorite detective shows.

I was compelled by the web of cul-
tural references Smith weaves in “M
Train,” even when many of her literary
references were unfamiliar to me. She
seems aware this might be the case
with many readers, but insists it is fun-
damental to the way she conceptual-
izes herself. “Writers and their books. I
cannot assume the reader will be famil-
iar with them all, but in the end is the
reader familiar with me?” Smith asks,

after discussing the German writer W.G.
Sebald’s “After Nature.” “I can only hope,
asI offer my world on a platter filled with
allusions.”

I think Smith is correct in her hope
thatthese allusions are revealing. Part of
this is my misguided belief that if I read
Murakami with a similar intensity I will
somehow tap into the swagger she em-
bodies on the album cover of “Horses,”
clutching her suspenders and black jack-
et slung over her shoulder. I could watch
every episode of every crime procedural
and I wouldn’t become Patti Smith.

Nonetheless, the art that is important
to us — especially the works that move
us so deeply as to regard them with an
almost religious intensity — becomes
a part of how we experience the world.
Smith’s love of crime dramas isn’t purely
for their entertainment value. For her,
thereisaresonance to befound between
herself and these “detective inspec-
tors whose moodiness and obsessive
natures mirrored [her] own.” When art
connects with us on such a deep level,
it can speak to our personal experiences
and affirm our feelings as valid and real.

It is for similar reasons that I have re-
cently become obsessed with Crybabies,
a podcast hosted by New Yorker writer
Susan Orlean and the actress Sarah
Thyre. Orlean and Thyre invite guests on
their show to talk about the films, plays,
songs and other moments that bring
them to tears. Guests on past Crybabies
episodes have included many art-
ists I idolize: comedians Amy Poehler,
Julie Klausner, Jason Mantzoukas and
Jenny Slate; writers Tavi Gevinson and
Hilton Als; “Mad Men” creator Matthew
Weiner.

While the concept behind the show is
great, it only works because of how vul-
nerable their guests allow themselves
to be about why certain works affect

them so deeply. On a recent episode,
Gevinson discussed the song “These
Days” by Nico and its use in one of the
most memorable scenes from “The
Royal Tenenbaums.” She said the song
brings her back to watching the film
for the first time as a young teenager.
Gevinson eloquently describes how the
song fills her with nostalgia for that time
in her life and evokes a “real chemical
reaction” in her.

On another fantastic episode, Megan
Amram, who wrote for the sitcom “Parks
and Recreation,” discusses a short ex-
change between Leslie and Ron dur-
ing the show’s final season. Leslie asks,
“Why would anybody ever eat anything
besides breakfast food?” to which Ron
responds, “People are idiots, Leslie.”
Amram talks about how the scene chan-
nels all the emotions she felt as the show
came to an end earlier this year — both
the joy of having worked in such a great
environment, but also the sadness over
the death of fellow “Parks and Rec” writ-
er Harris Wittels.

Listening to the podcast, I was in-
credibly moved by these two moments
in particular. Gevinson and Amram so
eloquently speak to the ways in which
art can be shaped by personal experi-
ence. The podcast as a whole is all about
art at its most affecting — when it pro-
vokes a visceral emotional reaction.
Critical distance is fine, but art is really
at its most powerful when it becomes
so deeply embedded within our lives
and our memories. Both “M Train” and
Crybabies share this profound belief
that the art that moves us becomes an
intertwined part of us. And those dis-
cussions aren’t really “about nothing”
at all.

Contact Matt Munhall at
mmunhall@nd.edu

JANICE CHUNG | The Observer
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By NICK LAUREANO

Scene Writer

Editor’s Note: This article is a continua-
tion of Nick Laureano’s piece of the same
name that ran in yesterday’s edition.

Set the time circuits to February 2010
and hit 88 mph. “The King’s Speech” — a
film thatis decent in every possible sense
of the word — beat “The Social Network”
for Oscar gold. As a startling portrait of
egotism, jealousy and betrayal that cap-
tured the ethos of the Internet genera-
tion, “The Social Network” is one of the
best films of this decade. It truly earns
comparisons to films like “Citizen Kane”
and “Rashomon.” Everything about “The
Social Network” — its screenplay, act-
ing, directing, editing, cinematography,
sound design, literally all of it—is sharp-
er than “The King’s Speech.” It is not,
however, a feel-good story about a histor-
icalhero ala “The King’s Speech.” Rather,
it is a portrait of a modern antihero that
leaves its viewers with a cynical outlook
on the state of modern culture. Like pe-
riod settings, serious tones and claims
of historical truth, happy endings seem
to score points with Oscar voters these
days, as the last truly startling film to win
Best Picture was 2007’s “No Country For
Old Men.”

Earlier that February night, Colin Firth
snagged the Best Actor award for his en-
tirely adequate portrayal of George VI,
England’s stuttering king at the center of
“The King’s Speech.” Sure, Firth’s stut-
ter was convincing, but the portrayal as
a whole felt hermetically sealed. Despite
recurring allusions to the King’s child-
hood woes, one never got the feeling that
Firth’'s George ever existed beyond the
beginning and end of the film. Firth’s

technical mastery of George’s manner-
isms was impressive; but in so diligently
imitating the actual King, one sensed
that Firth squandered an opportunity
to imbue the role with any of his own
personality.

Some of the all-time great screen per-
formances depict real people — Peter
O’Toole’s turn as T.E. Lawrence comes
to mind. But, as Scott Anderson noted in
his “Word & Film” article “What’s Right
and Wrong in ‘Lawrence of Arabia,”
O’Toole and the makers of “Lawrence of
Arabia” were criticized by many histori-
ans for taking artistic liberties with their
portrayal of Lawrence. Rather than de-
pict a patriotic war hero, O’Toole paints
Lawrence as an antihero with a temper.
The result for Anderson is a film that
trades historical accuracy for profound
emotional truth. I couldn’t agree more —
that’s what great acting is all about. Firth
was merely playing at imitation.

Consider Eddie Redmayne. He snagged
the Oscar this past year for contorting
his body for two hours in “The Theory of
Everything.” On his way to the stage, he
stepped over Michael Keaton (full disclo-
sure: I cried when Keaton lost). Whereas
Redmayne’s performance as Stephen
Hawking was mostly preoccupied with
imitating Hawking’s crippled posture,
Keaton’s was all truth. Despite what
Keaton has said in interviews, his perfor-
mance as Riggan Thomson in “Birdman”
was clearly informed by his own life.
Perhaps only Keaton, a man who left a
blockbuster franchise only to drift into
relative obscurity for the second half of
his career, could have played Riggan, a
man who left a blockbuster franchise
only to drift into absolute obscurity. Even
Keaton’s role in an ambitious film like

“Birdman” parallels Riggan’s role in his
audacious stage adaptation of Raymond
Carver’s “What We Talk About When We
Talk About Love.” Keaton’s pure candor
in “Birdman” made his performance
braver and more emotionally resonant
than Redmayne’s imitation of Hawking.
Redmayne put almost nothing personal
on the line; Keaton threw his whole life
down on table.

Perhaps it is because these imita-
tion pictures keep winning awards that
Hollywood keeps making them, even
though all so-called prestige pictures
are something of a financial gamble for
the studios. Enter “Steve Jobs.” Directed
by Danny Boyle from a script by Aaron
Sorkin (“West Wing,” “Social Network”),
“Steve Jobs” plays like, well, a play. Its
three acts depict the moments leading
up to three product launches: Apple’s
Macintosh in 1984, the NeXTcube in
1988 and Apple’s iMac in 1998. Lots of
Sorkinisms are deployed: Characters
walk and talk; characters break into ver-
bal violence at inappropriate times and
places; and Michael Fassbender’s Jobs
is constantly talking about two or more
different things and expecting those
around him to keep up.

The entire film takes place while Jobs
is getting dressed for presentations,
so not much actually happens. Rather,
Sorkin fills this liminal space with
weighty dialogue about what has hap-
pened (“She’s not my child!”) and what
will happen (“It will be the most tecton-
ic shiftin the status quo since —” “Since
ever.” It’s a crack marketing squad that
put that line in every trailer, subtlety
be damned). The narrative mechanics
might not yield much in the way of story,
but they do allow Fassbender to strut his

stuff as Jobs. Nevertheless, Jobs comes
off as a Silicon Valley demagogue, rather
than the visionary he so often claims to
be.

Fassbender doesn’t look at all like
Steve Jobs, but in his assumed posture
and voice, one gets the sense that he is
trying to. He mostly excels in a role that
requires him to move from one over-
the-top verbal confrontation to another,
briefly meditating on past events in be-
tween each oral bout. The performance
is sound, but Sorkin’s stunted portrait of
Jobs is unreceptive to even Fassbender’s
attempts to breath life into the role. He
and those around him are constantly
talking about events that occurred be-
tween each of these product launches,
yet all these events feel like narrative
artifice rather than things that actually
happened. The film’s subtitle ought to
be “Stuff happened that you don’t get to
see but hey, you get to hear about it, so
there’s that.” Remember in “The Social
Network” when we actually got to see
the things the characters were talking
about?

Well that got rather preachy. Don’t
worry: I'm not one to complain with-
out offering a solution. The good news
is Hollywood is a business. Since it is
ultimately the consumer’s money that
foots the bill, we hold all the power. So
“tl;dr”: Don’t go see any movies between
October and December because they're
allunimaginative garbage and we ought
to teach Hollywood a lesson. Maybe
someday we’ll even see a movie about
our triumph over Hollywood. Wait a
minute ...

Contact Nick Laureano at
nlaurean@nd.edu

Lena Madison
Scene Writer

Everyone wants what they don’t have,
right? Actually, that’s not always true,
especially when you consider the natu-
ral hair movement of the 21st century.
Black men and women across the United
States have chosen to rock their curls
as opposed to chemically altering their
hair to straighten it or wearing “safe” and
“acceptable” hairstyles. Cultural an-
thropologists started to notice the black
community shifting to natural hair in
the early 2000s, and this trend is quickly
becoming a norm.

Why does hair matter? Hair matters
because it is read like a text. You can
learn a lot about the person sitting in
front of you in class based on their hair.
Did they just roll out of bed? How long
has it been since they showered? Gross,
but it’s true — hair gives us a lot of in-
formation about another person. On a
deeper level, hair is even a racial and

gender signifier. Our identity is mixed
into our hair just as much as fruity-tutti-
smelling conditioner.

We can thank the black activists of the
60s and 70s for laying the groundwork for
‘Hair Reform’ by gracing the world with
the space-filling afro, which has come
back as a popular culture phenomenon.
Women and men all over the world are
following suit and wearing their hair
“natural.” Natural hair is more than “just
away to wear hair,” it’s a way to fight the
pressure to assimilate to an unrealistic
standard of beauty.

This movement is inspiring critical
cultural work concerning beauty stan-
dards. For along time, straight hair has
been a key component to being beauti-
ful because it is rare to see celebrities
or billboards promoting naturally curly
hair. Think of Victoria’s Secret model’s
hair flowing in the wind as the unrealis-
tic standard for most people across racial
boundaries. From an advertising stand-
point, images of natural-haired beauties
are starting to pop-up in advertisements

by Dove and Pantene. There is nothing
wrong with straight hair, but the point is
that curly hair should be embraced in its
bouncy glory too.

This specifically matters for the black
community. By carrying out this move-
ment, beauty standards are not changed
but opened up to more standards. If
black curly hair can continue to go
mainstream, many people will no lon-
ger feel the pressure to straighten their
hair. Some people believe straightening
curly hair makes it more manageable.
This is not true, however, as chemicals
and hot tools used to straighten hair can
be detrimental to your health and your
checkbook.

In most cases, the chemical perming
agent of choice is ammonium thiogly-
colate solution. If this perming solution
is kept in the hair too long, it can lead to
burnt skin, broken hair and a lot of tears.
The tears might also come from the burn
in a person’s pocket after paying up $50-
75 for a perm every four to six weeks.
Going natural is a cheaper alternative to

hairstyling as products associated with
it cost $10-15 and can last as long as a
perm. These examples shed light on the
practicality of natural hair and make it
an option to consider.

The natural hair movement is about
redefining beauty in relation to hair
within the black community. This move-
ment builds community and fosters
bonds through the sharing of the latest
hair secrets and styles. The versatility
of curls on the heads of black people is
paving a way toward greater acceptance
and understanding of ourselves and even
each other. The power of wearing your
hair in the natural state is empowering to
women and men not only in the U.S., but
also globally. There is something cosmic
about embracing what you do have and
not worrying about what you don't.

Contact Lena Madison at
Imadison@nd.edu.

The views expressed in this column are
those of the author and not necessarily
those of The Observer.

JANICE CHUNG | The Observer
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NBA | TIMBERWOLVES 112, LAKERS 111

Coming to grips
with the Royals

Alex Carson
Associate Sports Editor

The Kansas City Royals are
two games away from winning
the World Series, and they’ll
have five chances — if they
need that many— to get it done.

I still don’t think I'm okay
with this.

Yes, I understand the fun nar-
rative the team has created.
The Royals were for so many
years a ragtag bunch of misfits
— save Carlos Beltran — full
of “AAAA” players who'd make
SportsCenter’s “Not Top 10” list
more often than they’d make its
more positive counterpart.

It’s a fan base that’s suffered
alot, and certainly one that de-
serves the team they’'ve found
themselves cheering for. It’s an
energetic group of players that
complements the recent pas-
sion brought by Royals fans to
Kaufmann Stadium, and one
that is, generally speaking, a lik-
able crew.

But I still can’t fathom living
in a world where the Royals are
the best team in baseball. Nope.

Why am I a hater?

Well, let’s start at the top, with
Royals manager Ned Yost, who
I'm pretty sure is an idiot mas-
querading as a successful base-
ball manager. Time and time
again, he makes puzzling deci-
sions, like leaving a non-roster
spring training invitee, Ryan
Madson, in the game a week
ago to face José Bautista with
the game on the line instead of
brining in closer Wade Davis —
who was warm in the bullpen
— to get an extended save.

Madson missed his down-
and-away spot, and unsurpris-
ingly, Bautista deposited the
ball in the bleachers to tie the
game in the top of the eighth.

Of course, Lorenzo Cain
won Game Six and the ALCS,
for the Royals in the bottom
of the same inning when he
scored from first on a single to
right field, because these are
the fluky things that happen to
Kansas City these days.

Related: Blown ball-strike
calls in a 2-1 game with the ty-
ing run 90 feet away for Toronto
also happen to benefit the
Royals these days, it seems,
which was a little annoying.

Or maybe it’s silly things
like Eric Hosmer’s bat flip on
his walk-off sacrifice fly early
Wednesday morning to win the
first game of the World Series,

Actually, nah.

It’s time to look in the mirror
and admit it: I'm simply a bitter,
beleaguered Cleveland sports
fan who'’s tired of seeing the
perennial AL Central last-place
team suddenly in back-to-back
World Series.

Look, here’s the thing: A year
ago, the Royals snuck into the
playoff via the Wild Card game
and back-doored their way into
the “real” postseason thanks to
a come-from-behind win over
Oakland.

That’'s where it should've
stopped. Twelve months ago,
the Royals weren’t that good of a
baseball team — and one [ was
certain was worse than my be-
loved Indians, who missed the
playoffs after underperforming.

But, of course, Kansas City
pulled out 10 more wins the rest
of that postseason and found it-
self hosting Game Seven of the
World Series for all the marbles.

For my sanity, I'm glad they
came up short.

This year the story changed,
however. I finally can admit the
Royals are a “good” team.

But I still can’t convince my-
self they’re befitting of the title
“world champions.”

The Cardinals? A much bet-
ter team this year. Same thing
with Pittsburgh, who won 98
games and then got bounced
by a suddenly-hot pitcher in a
one-game playoff. The coming
demise of Jake Arrieta is going
to be a real enjoyable thing, by
the way.

If the Royals can find a way to
get the last two wins — and let’s
face it, they should at this point
— I'll be happy for my friend
who’s from Kansas City.

But I'm still going to struggle
to come to grips with the idea of
the Royals being the best team
in baseball.

The Royals are supposed to
be that team that always screws
up, a team an Indians fan like
me can count on for 15 wins ev-
ery season.

So, Mets: Please. Help.

Find some way to save this.

Because I'd much rather ad-
mit youre the best team in
baseball than have to finally
admit it’s the Royals.

Contact Alex Carson at
acarsonl@nd.edu

The views expressed in this
Sports Authority are those of the
author and not necessarily those
of The Observer.

Follow us on Twitter.

(@0ObserverSports

Timberwolves storm back
in emotional win

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — With heavy
hearts and occupied minds, the
Minnesota Timberwolves hung
on to win one for Flip.

Ricky Rubio had a career-high
28 points and 14 assists and the
Timberwolves rallied from a
16-point deficit in the second
half to beat the Los Angeles
Lakers 112-111 Wednesday night
in their first game since Flip
Saunders’ death.

When Lou Williams some-
how missed a 4-foot runner at
the buzzer, Minnesota hugged
and celebrated a fortunate
break in a cathartic victory.
Kevin Martin scored 23 points
for the Timberwolves three
days after they lost Saunders,
the longtime coach and
team president who battled
Hodgkin’s lymphoma.

“l think we had a little
help today,” Rubio said. “It’s
been a tough week. It’s hard
to explain. Everybody went
through a lot of pain. But even
though Flip’s gone, he will stay
with us forever.”

Saunders’ recent death
and a pregame moment of

silence put both teams in a
somber mood in their season
opener. Both wore warmup
shirts honoring the coach. The
Timberwolves’ shirts bore the
slogan “WE,” while the Lakers’
said “FLIP.

Minnesota led 111-102 with
2:11 left, but the Lakers fin-
ished on a 9-1 run. Williams
hit a 3-pointer with 31 seconds
left to trim Minnesota’s lead
to one point. Martin missed
a jumper before Williams
missed his leaner.

“We stayed together as a
team, something that we've
beendoingalotthisweek,” said
Karl-Anthony Towns, who had
14 points and 12 rebounds in
his NBA debut. “(We're) work-
ing together as a family and
doing a great job of keeping his
vision alive. We just seemed
to have Coach Saunders on
our side, especially with Lou
Williams shooting a floater for
the game. Nine times out of 10,
he hits that. But I think we had
a sixth man on the floor.”

Kevin Garnett had four points
and seven rebounds to begin
his 21st NBA season, becoming
just the third player in league

historyto last that long. Garnett,
who was persuaded to return to
Minnesota by Saunders last sea-
son, left the locker room without
speaking to reporters.

Kobe Bryant scored 24
points in the first game of his
20th season with the Lakers,
breaking John Stockton’s NBA
record for the most seasons
with one team. Bryant largely
appeared to be his usual spry
and aggressive self in his first
game since January after his
third straight season ended
early due to injury, but he
missed his final eight shots
down the stretch as Minnesota
rallied.

“That timing will come
back,” Bryant said. “I haven’t
played in a minute.”

Williams scored 21 points
in his first game with Los
Angeles. The Lakers returned
from the worst season in fran-
chise history with a taste of
their potential, but more dis-
appointment when Williams’
shot missed.

“When I let it go, I thought
it was a bucket,” Williams
said. “It’s a routine play for

”

me.

NHL | AVALANCHE 2, LIGHTNING 1

Avalanche overcomes
four-game losing streak

Associated Press

TAMPA, Fla. — Alex
Tanguay and Nathan
MacKinnon each had a

goal and an assist, Semyon
Varlamov made 34 saves and
the Colorado Avalanche beat
the Tampa Bay Lightning 2-1
on Thursday night to end a
four-game losing streak.
Varlamov won his 108th
game with the Avalanche and
moved past Dan Bouchard
into second place on the fran-
chise wins list. Jarome Iginla
had two assists to move past
Phil Housley (1,232) into sole
possession of 38th place with
1,233 points in his career.
Tampa Bay, coming off a
1-1-2 road trip, got a goal from
Alex Killorn.
Tanguay

opened the

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR SALE

scoring during a goal-mouth
scramble with 4:03 left in the
first. A no-goal call on the ice
was overturned after a video
review.

The Avalanche made it 2-0
with 6:56 left in the second
after Iginla sent a pass from
behind net off goalie Ben
Bishop that MacKinnon put
into the net from in-close.

MacKinnon has five goals
and 10 points in five games
against the Lightning.

Killorn got the Lightning
within 2-1 during a power
play with 4:14 left in the sec-
ond. It ended a scoreless
stretch of 156 minutes, 3 sec-
onds for Tampa Bay, which
had consecutive road shut-
out losses at Chicago and St.
Louis.

Varlamov stopped a

short-handed breakaway shot
late in the first by Valtteri
Filppula. The goalie also
made a save on Ondrej Palat’s
breakaway early in the third.

NOTES: Colorado coach
Patrick Roy is 1-1-1 in road
games at Tampa Bay. He nev-
er won aroad game as a goalie
against the Lightning during
his Hall of Fame playing ca-
reer, going 0-7-1. ... Lightning
LW Jonathan Drouin was
a late scratch with a lower-
body injury. ... Tampa Bay C
Cedric Paquette missed his
second straight game due to
an ankle injury. ... Lightning
C Brian Boyle returned after
missing three games with an
undisclosed injury. ... Tampa
Bay recalled C Jonathan
Marchessault from Syracuse
of the AHL.

The Observer accepts classifieds every business day from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Notre Dame office,

024 South Dining Hall. Deadline for next-day classifieds is 3 p.m. All classifieds must be prepaid. The

charge is 5 cents per character per day, including all spaces. The Observer reserves the right to edit

all classifieds for content without issuing refunds.

WANTED

Executive family home in the
country on 10 acres, finished pole
barn, 5 bed 3 2 bath, Edwardsburg
schools, 68620 Leet Rd. Niles, Ml
269-684-0885 $354,900

High School Geometry tutor.
Flexible hours. Call 574-360-6910

Who cares if you're all | think
about? I've searched the world and

| know now, it ain’t right if you ain’t
lost your mind. Yeah, | don't want
easy, | want crazy. Are you with me
baby? Let's be crazy. Yeah. | wan-
na be scared, don’'t wanna know
why. The world makes all kinds of
rules for love; | say you gotta let it
do what it does.
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offense. This week, the
Griffins (4-0) will start a
new quarterback, freshman
Chase Jennings, while mov-
ing their current quarter-
back — sophomore Andrew
Foster — to receiver.

Babiak said the Griffins
are experimenting and mov-
ing around their talent in or-
der to generate more on the
offensive side of the football.

“We are just trying it out,”
Babiak said. “Our current
quarterback is a great ath-
lete so we're trying to think
of different ways to dynami-
cally use him.”

When asked whatthe Green
Wave (2-2) need to do to slow
down the Griffins, Massey
said it will come down to
Fisher’s ability to control the
line of scrimmage.

“Our [offensive line] and
[defensive line] are both
hard-nosed and aggressive,”
he said. “In order to be suc-
cessful, we need to keep our
edge in the trenches and al-
low our playmakers time to
make plays.”

For Stanford, the concern
is the health of its players.
After narrowly defeating
last-ranked O’Neill in their
final game of the regular
season, the Griffins were in
need of rest, Babiak said.

“We have been struggling
with some injuries this sea-
son,” he said. “Hopefully
fall break allowed us to

recuperate properly and we
can get everyone out there.
We just need to come out
and play, on both sides of
the ball, and we’ll win the
game.”

The Griffins and the Green
Wave will kick off at 2:15
p-m. at Riehle Fields.

Contact Dominic Ianelli at
rianell@nd.edu

No. 2 Howard vs. No. 7
Cavanaugh

By JOE EVERETT
Sports Writer

In the first round of the
playoffs, No. 2 Howard will
take on No. 7 Cavanaugh,
with both teams excited
for what the playoffs might
hold.

The Ducks, with arecord of
5-1 on the season, boast the
higher seed in this matchup.
However, the Chaos (3-3), led
by senior captain Katherine
Kaes, think they can make
their mark this postseason.

“I am very optimistic for
Cavanaugh going into the
playoffs,” Kaes said. “We've
been improving with every
game, and I believe that’s
going to continue going into
this weekend.”

Howard senior captain
and quarterback Stephanie
Peterson said she is confi-
dent in her team’s mentality
going into the matchup.

“We have set an expecta-
tion of winning this whole
season, so we're look-
ing to continue that in the

playoffs,” Peterson said. “We
need to make sure we take
it one game at a time if we
want to get to the Stadium.”

With each game in the
playoffs being a win-or-
go-home situation, both
captains said they were fo-
cused on each teams’ keys to
victory.

“I think the key to win-
ning against Howard is to
stay focused,” Kaes said.
“Every team plays a different
game, and the key is going to
be learning and adapting to
how Howard plays quickly at
the beginning of the game,
and then go on to dominate
from there”.

For Howard, Peterson said
the key will be a bit simpler.

“[It’s] just playing how we
know how to play,” Peterson
said.

The Ducks and the Chaos
will face off Sunday at LaBar
Practice Complex at 5 p.m.

Contact Joe Everett at
jeveret4d@nd.edu

No. 3 Morrissey vs. No. 6
Sorin

By MAUREEN SCHWENINGER
Sports Writer

No. 3 Morrissey faces off
against No. 6 Sorin in the
first week of the playoffs this
Sunday.

Sorin sophomore captain
and linebacker Matt Requet
said the Otters have made
significant changes since
the regular season began.

“We started out as a

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

pass-heavy team,” Requet
said. “But we’ve started to
implement a power running
attack to pick up some yard-
age to take the pressure off
our air attack.”

Morrissey (3-1) features a
strong ground game, spear-
headed by sophomore cap-
tain and quarterback Declan
Zidar and senior running
back Hunter White, who has
eclipsed the 100-yard mark
multiple times this season.
Requet said the Otters have
prepared to contain that
running game.

“The main focus this week
has been stopping the run
and being disciplined,”
Requet said. “We know that
Morrissey has a strong run-
ning attack and is always
well prepared each week.”

Sorin (2-1-1) has more to
prove this season, but that is
a challenge Requet said the
Otters are taking head on.

“We would love to keep
this season going obvious-
ly,” Requet said. “I know that
the seniors don’t want to end
their football careers on a
loss, so we are going to put
everything out there. I think
we are a better team than
our numbers show, and if we
can put together four solid
quarters, we could go far in
the postseason.”

The Otters and the Manor
go head-to-head Sunday at
2:15 p.m. at Riehle Fields.

Contact Maureen
Schweninger at
mschweni@nd.edu
No. 4 Farley vs. No. 5
Pasquerilla West

By ALEX BENDER
Sports Writer

No. 4 Farley and No. 5
Pasquerilla West face off in a
matchup between two teams
determined to make it to
Notre Dame Stadium for the
interhall championship.

Both teams have had a
great deal of success so far
this season, but they have
done so with strengths on
opposite sides of the ball.
Pasquerilla West (4-1-1) has
been strong on defense,
while Farley (5-1) has relied
on its offense.

Finest senior co-captain
Ali Buersmeyer said she has
been pleased with her team’s
growth as the season has
progressed.

“This has been an awe-
some season so far. From the
beginning our offense has
been so effective, and com-
bined with a defense that’s
been consistently improv-
ing, our team has looked re-
ally good,” Buersmeyer said.

“The best part of the season
has definitely been the high
level of cohesion of the entire
team, across the offense and
defense and along with our
coaches. The atmosphere
has been really fun — I think
that’s greatly contributed to
our success so far.”

Another of Farley’s co-
captains, senior Rose-Marie
Mazanek, said she was par-
ticularly excited for this
matchup.

“This will definitely be a
great match up between a
great offense and defense.
Really two great teams over-
all,” Mazanek said. “I feel
like the key to success is
coming out strong in the
first series for both our of-
fense and defense and mak-
ing sure that we are playing
our game.”

On Sunday, Farley and
Pasquerilla West will com-
pete to keep their dream
of playing in Notre Dame
Stadium alive at 4 p.m. at
LaBar Practice Complex.

Contact Alex Bender at
abender@nd.edu
No. 4 Keenan No. 5
Siegfried

VS.

By BRENNA MOXLEY
Sports Writer

Keenan will take on
Siegfried on Sunday after-
noon in a No. 4 vs. No. 5 clash
to start off the postseason.

Siegfried (3-1) is looking to
keep its season alive and grab
its fourth win of the season.
Senior safety and captain
Grady Schmidt said the team
took a break from practicing
right before playoffs.

“Having fall break between
now and our last game made
it tough to stay focused on
football, but I'm confident
that we’ll be ready to go on
Sunday,” Schmidt said.

He said the Ramblers’ game
plan is to remain flexible and
make adjustments based on
how the Knights are playing.

Schmidt also named a few
players he expected to stand
out for the Ramblers.

“A couple players to look
out for are [senior] James
Bowyer on the [offensive]
line and [junior] Jake Maier
at cornerback,” he said.

Keenan (3-1) defeated
Keough, O’Neill and Dillon
en route to the playoffs, al-
though the Knights lost by a
single point to rival Stanford
in the Battle for the Chapel.

Keenan and Siegfried will
face off Sunday at 1 p.m. at
Riehle Fields.

Contact Brenna Moxley at
bmoxley0l@saintmarys.edu

Write Sports.

Email Zach at
zklonsin(@nd.edu
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contestagainst Northwestern
marked the eighth overtime
result and fifth-consecutive
overtime match for the Irish
this season. Despite drawing
in double overtime, the Irish
outshot the Wildcats, 39-7
— the program’s most shots
since posting 36 in a 7-1 win
over Pittsburgh on Oct. 3,
2012.

“There is a lot we can take
away from last week on both
sides of the ball,” Hodan
said. “We have to learn from
the mistakes we made and
clean up all the little things.

“We will definitely be ready
for Saturday [against Pitt].”

pPitt fell, 1-0, to ACC-
contender Duke last Friday,
only managing two shots
in 90 minutes of play. The
Irish, however, took down
Duke in overtime, 3-2, on
Oct. 10. Sophomore forward
Jeffrey Farina scored in the
97th minute off a corner kick
from Hodan to put the Irish
past the Blue Devils. Before
notching the game-winning
assist against Duke, Hodan
added the first two goals for
a team-high five points on

the game.

Though he had a slow start
to the season, Hodan has led
the Irish in conference play
and currently ranks second
on the roster at 10 points,
with three goals and four as-
sists. The senior midfielder
and tri-captain said he’s ex-
cited to see the Irish play
to their full potential, as he
heads into his last regular
season match of his Notre
Dame career.

“The season has gone
pretty well up to this point,”
Hodan said. “It’s exciting
that we have done well, but
it’s even more exciting be-
cause I don’t think we have
truly played up to our full
potential yet.”

“We are very close to doing
so and hopefully we can put
everything together at the
right time to make a big run
in the postseason.”

Before the beginning of
postseason play, the Irish
host Pitt on Saturday at 2
p-m. at Alumni Stadium. The
game will be broadcast live
on ESPN3, and the senior
class will be recognized be-
fore the start of the game.

Contact Kit Loughran at
kloughrl@nd.edu

EMMET FARNAN | The Observer

Senior midfielder Patrick Hodan makes a move on a defender during
a 3-1 win over Virginia on Sept. 25 at Alumni Stadium.

EMMET FARNAN | The Observer

Members of the men’s soccer team celebrate a goal during a 3-1 win
against Virginia on Sept. 25 at Alumni Stadium.

EMMET FARNAN | The Observer

Irish sophomore defender Ginny McGowan dribbles around a defender during a 1-0 loss to Florida
State on Sept. 27 at Alumni Stadium. McGowan has started in eight games this season.
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“We match up well against
everyone, to be honest,”
Romagnolo said. “We’re a
great defensive team, not
just the back four. We've
limited all our opponents’
chances.”

The matchup is likely to be
the last time on the Alumni
Stadium pitch for the Irish
seniors, including Naughton,
Roccaro, forward Anna
Maria Gilbertson, midfield-
er Glory Williams, defender
Brittany Von Rueden and
forward Mary Schwappach.

“This is a game that’s just
as important as every other

Like us on
Facebook.
fb.com/
ndsmcohbserv-
er

game. Yes, it’s Senior Day
and we want to put forth a
good performance, but we
want to play well for our-
selves and to help with seed-
ing heading into the NCAA
tournament,” Romagnolo
said.

Notre Dame will have to
stick to their strengths in
order to upset the Hokies,
Romagnolo said.

“We need to play our game:
get the ball and move it, cre-
ate opportunities on attack,”
she said. “Defensively, we
need to put pressure on them
and make them uncomfort-
able on the ball. The big,
strong, physical team that
they are, they like to do set
pieces, so that’s something

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

we’ll be looking out for and
trying to defend.”

Romagnolo said the task of
containing and outshooting
Virginia Tech will be a team
effort.

“When you have a team
like this, we have so many
outstanding individuals,”
Romagnolo said. “We've
seen different people step
up and we’ve seen the whole
team step up, and that’s
what we’re looking for.”

Notre Dame’s final regu-
lar season game against
Virginia Tech will begin
Friday at 7 p.m. at Alumni
Stadium.

Contact Renee Griffin at
rgriffi6 @nd.edu
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CAITLYN JORDAN | The Observer

Junior defenseman Justin Wade surveys the ice during a 2-0 loss to
Boston College on Feb. 27 at Compton Family Ice Arena.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

MONICA VILLAGOMEZ MENDEZ | The Observer

Players on the Irish hockey team celebrate a goal during a 3-1 victory over Boston College on Feb. 28 at
Compton Family Ice Arena. Sophomore goalie Cal Peterson had 55 saves in the game.

Hockey
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over the weekend, hoping to
see some improvement de-
spite some shifts in the line-
up. Jackson said he would
reward practice work effort
with ice time.

“It’s about trying to give
guys a look,” Jackson said.
“If they’re working hard in
practice, then I felt they
deserved a chance. We’'ll
continue to do that even on
defense.”

Junior defenseman Justin
Wade and his fellow blue-lin-
er freshman Dennis Gilbert
earned praise from Jackson
on Wednesday. Jackson said
he liked what he saw from
the unit — even if he had
never intended them to play
together.

“It actually happened by

accident Friday night with
Andy Ryan getting thrown
out,” Jackson said. “We saw
something positive putting
together [Dennis Gilbert
and Justin Wade]. ... That’s
how things happen some-
times, by accident. It’s a bal-
ancing act.”

Wade, a native of Aurora,
Illinois, said he was sim-
ply happy for the opportu-
nity to play for the Irish. He
came to Notre Dame by way
of the USHL’s Cedar Rapids
RoughRiders and only be-
gan to focus on hockey after
giving up football in middle
school.

“Sixth-grade year, when
I missed one football game
for a hockey game, my foot-
ball coach told me to quit,”
Wade said.

From high school hockey
to the USHL to Hockey East,
Wade said he has seen a

great deal of change in the
way that teams play.

“It’s interesting because
Duluth is a skill team,” Wade
said. “But Penn [State] was
more of what I was used to
from the USHL. They were
very aggressive and fast.
Going to Hockey East, it’s
just execution and position-
ing. If you get out of position,
if you don’t execute, Hockey
East capitalizes quick.”

The Irish and Huskies are
scheduled to play Saturday
and Sunday. Saturday’s
puck drop 1is scheduled
for 3:05 p.m. at XL Center
in Hartford, Connecticut,
while Sunday’s action will
take place in the Barclays
Center in Brooklyn, New
York. The teams will face off
at 2:35 p.m.

Contact Brett O’Connell at
boconnel@nd.edu

MONICA VILLAGOMEZ MENDEZ | The Observer

Irish sophomore winger Anders Bjork takes the puck up the ice during a 3- 1 victory over Boston College on
Feb. 28 at Compton Family Ice Arena. Bjork had seven goals and 15 assissts last season.
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Looking at expectations
this season, Brey doesn’t
think having a less impres-
sive record this season indi-
cates regression.

“I don’t know if I'd put
32 wins on it,” Brey said at
Wednesday’s ACC Media
Day. “You know, the current
group is highly motivated
and has tasted a lot of good
stuff, so they’d like to play
further, and that’s noth-
ing that I laid out for them,
which is great. [Junior guard
Demetrius] Jackson set that
tone. [Senior forward Zach]
Auguste has set that tone.”

With the loss of Grant
and guard/forward Pat
Connaughton, the Irish will
have to figure out a way to
make up for the combined
29 points per game those
two provided. Auguste said
he is not concerned about
offense being an issue for
the Irish this season despite
the major losses.

“You know, we play ef-
ficient basketball, and we
play together, so I think
it’s going to be something
that we handle as a team,”
Auguste said at ACC Media
Day. “Even though me and
Demetrius, we take that role
where we understand we’ve
got to start putting more
balls in the hoops. I think if
we just continue to do that,
I think we’ll be fine.”

Brey said this season’s
team will be significantly
different because of the
changing personnel. Notre
Dame successfully played
with a smaller lineup last
season, which includ-
ed Grant, Connaughton,
Auguste, Jackson and junior
guard Steve Vasturia. This

time around, Brey said the
spacing on the court will
match the changed lineup.

“I think when you play
[sophomore forward Bonzie]
Colson and Auguste togeth-
er, your spacing is a little
different than Auguste and
Connaughton together, and
I still think we have to work
to figure that out because
when we spread the floor
we're really at our best,”
Brey said. “But there really
is that culture of moving the
ball and making the extra
pass. We're a little bit big-
ger. When you have a [junior
forward V.J.] Beachem and
a Colson on the floor, those
are two seven-foot wing
spans that are on the floor
together, so defensively we
end up getting our hands
on a few more things. And I
think Jackson and Vasturia
are two of the better defen-
sive guards in the country.”

Tonight, Brey will test
his new lineup against the
Fighting Saints, who fin-
ished 23-10 last season and
tied for the Chicagoland
Collegiate Athletic
Conference regular-season
title. St. Francis returns
both its leading scorers this
year in juniors Ilya Ilyalev
(17.2 points per game)
and Edvinas Presniakovas
(13.2). In addition to claim-
ing a piece of their confer-
ence championship, the
Fighting Saints made it to
the NAIA tournament for
the first time in 20 years.

The last time the Irish lost
an exhibition game was in
1999, when Marathon beat
Notre Dame 105-81.

Brey said he will look to
give some of the younger
players experience as the
Irish are still trying to de-
termine what their rotation
off the bench will look like.

Observer File Photo

Irish senior forward Zach Auguste reaches for the tip-off at the start of a 81-70 victory against Wichita
State on March 26 in Cleveland, OH. Auguste had 15 points and six rebounds in the game.

Colson and Beachem, who
both contributed from the
bench last season, will be
expected to fill Grant and
Connaughton’s spots in the
starting lineup.

“I think ultimately [the
rotation is] up to [Brey], but
at the same time I think we
have guys who can play,”
Jackson said. “We have a re-
ally deep team. We have a
lot of hard workers. We have
a lot of talented players. So
if [Brey] decides to do that, I
think guys will step in, and

we really have developed
that next-man-up mental-
ity, so guys will step in and
fill the void and be ready to

”

go.

Brey named senior for-
ward Austin Burgett, along
with Jackson and Auguste,
captain for this season,
which could indicate an
increased role this sea-
son. Junior forward Austin
Torres, who contributed in
27 of last season’s games,
could also see an increase
in minutes. The Irish will

also welcome three four-
star freshmen recruits to the
court this season: forwards
Elijah Burns and Matt Ryan
and guard Rex Pflueger.

The opportunity to play in
another Elite Eight is sever-
al months away, but the road
starts Friday for the Irish
against St. Francis. Notre
Dame will tip off against
the Fighting Saints at 7 p.m
in Purcell Pavilion.

Contact Manny DeJesus at
mdejesus@nd.edu

Observer File Photo

The 2014-2015 men’s basketball team hudles up during an 81-70 victory over Wichita State on March 26 in Cleveland, OH. The Irish advanced to the Elite Eight with the win.
Sophomore guard Demetrius Jackson was the leading scorer for the Irish with 20 points. Jackson was named to the 2015-2016 preseason All-ACC team this week.
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CROSSWORD | WILL SHORTZ

HOROSCOPE | EUGENIA LAST

Happy Birthday: Think before you react. Don’t jump to conclusions or make
assumptions. Focus on yourself and how you can make improvements that will
ensure your happiness and well-being. Strive for perfection as well as living
within your means. Don't allow emotions to take over or hinder your ability to
get things done. Your numbers are 5, 13, 23, 26, 32, 38, 44.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Stay grounded, even if someone tries to upset
you emotionally. Focus on your personal needs and doing things that you
find exciting. Love is on the rise, and avoiding feelings of jealousy will keep an
important relationship running smoothly. %%

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Get things out in the open if you are having a
problem with someone. Knowing where you stand and what you can expect will
help you make better choices. A day trip will bring you clarity and open up your
options.

Jokkk

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Don't follow someone without questioning what’s in
it for you. Make positive changes to the way you live and who you hang with and
it will be easier to break the habits and routines that cost you financially and
emotionally. dkk

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Move things around to suit your needs. Get out in
your community and see if there is something you can do to bring about positive
changes. Don'’t let someone’s negativity get you down. Remember, actions speak
louder than words. Make a difference. %%

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You'll inspire the people you talk to today. Your
expressive and engaging way of presenting your ideas and plans will draw
someone special to your side. An opportunity must not be overlooked. Romance
is highlighted. %%

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You'll be able to see the big picture, but that doesn’t
mean you should neglect the fine details that require a little more attention. Ask
questions and challenge anyone who you feel may be offering false information.
ok

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Your involvement in matters that concern you will
give you a platform to use your skills in order to make a difference. Romance is
encouraged and will help improve your personal life. A change of scenery will
make your life better. ddskkk

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Don't trust anyone with your money, your
possessions or your ideas. Try to develop a project by yourself or with
someone you know you can trust. A change to your routine will make your
life better. Jk%

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Put your time and effort into self-
improvements, not into trying to change others. Not everyone will be
overjoyed with the changes you make, but that will make it easier for you to
weed out who you want in your circle and who you don’t. %%%

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Focus on the people in your life who mean
the most to you. Make a difference to someone who has something to offer
in return. Sharing will bring you satisfaction and open up options that you
never considered in the past. %%

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Tell the people you love exactly how you feel, and you
will get an interesting response that will warm your heart. Love is on the rise, and
children and family affairs will lead to greater unity and prosperity. sk

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Look out for your own interests or someone
will take advantage of you. Make changes to your home that will give you
greater freedom to follow creative pursuits. An opportunity to make money
from home looks promising. %¥%%%

Birthday Baby: You are outgoing, entertaining and farsighted. You are
unique and compassionate.

JUSTADD WATER | ERIC CARLSON & JOHN RODDY SUDOKU | THE MEPHAM GROUP

JUMBLE | DAVID HOYT AND JEFF KNUREK

FLING BY SPRING | RILEY McCURRIE
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Notre Dame prepares for
first exhibition game

By MANNY DeJESUS
Sports Writer

With the final seconds on
the clock winding down,
former Irish guard Jerian
Grant’s 3-point attempt flew
over the rim, and Kentucky
erupted in celebration while
Notre Dame walked off
the court in disbelief as its
chances at a Final Four went
down the drain.

As successful as last sea-
son was —Notre Dame
finished 32-6 last season, de-
feated both Duke and North
Carolina en route to the
program’s first ACC cham-
pionship and made it to the
programs first regional final
appearance since 1979 —
Irish head coach Mike Brey
said his team wants more.
The Irish embark on that
mission tonight as Notre
Dame takes on St. Francis
(Illinois) in their first exhi-
bition matchup of the 2015-
2016 season.

see M BBALLPAGE 14

INTERHALL

Playoffs
begin
Sunday

No. 2 Stanford vs. No. 7
Fisher

By DOMINIC TANELLI
Sports Writer

The first round of the
playoffs will feature No. 2
Stanford and No. 7 Fisher.

Fisher  junior captain
Shannon Massey said his
team placed a special em-
phasis on offense this week
as it prepares to face a tal-
ented Stanford defense.

“We need to be able to con-
trol the ball with sustained
drives and limit turnovers,”
Massey said. “If we are able
to do that, I am confident in
our team’s ability. We have
been working on continuity
and execution on offense.”

Despite its perfect record,
Stanford senior captain
Dan Babiak said Stanford is
still looking to improve and
tweak its high-powered

see INTERHALL PAGE 11

Senior forward Zach Auguste hangs on the rim in a 68-66 loss to
Kentucky in the regional finals of the 2015 NCAA Tournament.

Observer File Photo

Irish set for
Hockey East play

By BRETT O’CONNELL
Sports Writer

Fresh off of a pair of 3-3
draws with No. 5 Minnesota
Duluth during its opening
regular season homestand,
Notre Dame now prepares
to travel to Connecticut for
a pair of tilts against the
Huskies this weekend.

The Irish (1-1-2) will at-
tempt to earn their first vic-
tory in two weeks Saturday
as they face UConn (3-2-
0), which is coming off a
5-2 victory at home against
No. 7 Boston University on
Tuesday.

The Huskies have averaged
3.8 goals per game to start its
season and has yet to lose at
home.

The Irish have yet to hold
an opponent to fewer than
three goals in a single game
this season, which has forced
the offense to try to keep
pace. Still, Irish head coach
Jeff Jackson said he was con-
fident his team is ready to
turn the corner defensively

— particularly in regards to
the penalty kill.
“Considering the week be-
fore, I thought we made some
really good progress on our
penalty kill,” Jackson said.
“lI also thought [sophomore
goaltender Cal Petersen]
was much more focused —
I think those two things
might be tied together a lit-
tle bit. The penalties were
a problem, but on Saturday
I thought we came out with
a lot of energy and a lot of
speed [on the penalty kill].”
Jackson also lauded the
efforts of the highly-ranked
Minnesota Duluth squad.
“You have to give Duluth a
lot of credit, because they're
a good team,” he said.
“There’s always give and
take with every opponent —
butIexpectthem to bein the
hunt at the end of the year,
in the national tournament.”
Jackson said he paid par-
ticular attention to the play
of his defensive pairings

see HOCKEY PAGE 13

MEN’S SOCCER

ND to wrap up season against Pitt

By KIT LOUGHRAN
Sports Writer

The Irish close their 2015
regular season against
Pitt on Saturday at Alumni
Stadium.

No. 14 Notre Dame (8-3-5,
3-2-2 ACC) will play host to
ACC rival Pitt (5-8-3, 0-6-
1) to wrap up both teams’
regular season play. Last
year, the Irish finished their

regular season with a 4-1
victory over the Panthers
that clinched their second-
straight ACC regular-season
title.

“Pitt is always a difficult
team to play against,” se-
nior tri-captain and mid-
fielder Patrick Hodan said.
“They play similar to some
of the other ACC teams
we’ve played this year so we
should be prepared for their

style of play.”

TheIrish face the Panthers
after a series of road con-
tests that left Notre Dame
with two draws and one loss
to snap its eight-game un-
beaten streak. Notre Dame
drew, 0-0, against Virginia
Tech on Oct. 16 and four
days later tied, 1-1, with
Northwestern. The Irish
then fell, 2-1, to No. 2 Wake
Forest on Oct. 23.

“After a few unlucky re-
sults, it’s important that
we get back to the basics of
outworking the opponent,
moving the ball quickly,
limiting mistakes and fin-
ishing our chances,” Hodan
said.

Finishing chances speaks
to Notre Dame’s continuous
overtime results, as the

see M SOCCER PAGE 12

WOMEN'’S SOCCER

Squad readies for Virginia Tech

By RENEE GRIFFIN
Sports Writer

No. 14 Notre Dame will
face its final test of the
regular season when No. 5
Virginia Tech visits Alumni
Stadium on Friday.

The ACC showdown has
the potential to substantial-
ly affect the seeding of both
teams in the NCAA tourna-
ment, which begins Nov. 13
following the conclusion of
the conference tourney next
weekend.

“[A win] would obviously

be a nice end to the regular
season,” Irish head coach
Theresa Romagnolo said.
“We’ve had some great
tests: Duke, North Carolina
[and] Virginia Tech — those
are all phenomenal games
to end the regular season
and prepare us for what-
ever we might face in the
postseason.”

The Irish (12-4-1, 5-4-0
ACC) have won four of their
last five games, with a nar-
row 2-1 defeat at the hands
of No. 8 North Carolina
coming as the lone loss.

Meanwhile, Virginia Tech
(14-2-1, 6-2-1 ACC) is coming
off a win against Pittsburgh.
Its season highlightsinclude
an Oct. 22 tie against No.
3 Florida State and an Aug.
23 win against No. 2 West
Virginia, but the Hokies also
have losses to the Tar Heels
and No. 7 Clemson.

With the Hokies ranking
12thin the nationinscoring,
Romagnolo said countering
their offensive aggression
will be a key to the game.

“They’re a good attack-
ing team: big, strong and

physical, and very opportu-
nistic in the goals that they
score,” she said. “We need to
make sure that we take care
of the ball and defend well
like we have been.”

However, Romagnolo said
this year she’s been pleased
with Notre Dame’s de-
fense, led by seniors Katie
Naughton and Cari Roccaro,
and is confident the team
can make it tough for even
elite attackers to find the
back of the net.

see W SOCCER PAGE 12



