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Memorial Mass honors Sagartz

Campus community celebrates life of Notre Dame junior

By SELENA PONIO

Associate News Editor

Family, friends and members
of the Notre Dame community
filled the Basilica of the Sacred
Heart Wednesday evening to
honor thelife of Theresa Sagartz,
a junior and former resident of
Pangborn Hall, who died last
week in her off-campus apart-
ment due to apparent natu-
ral causes related to a medical
condition.

University President Fr. John
Jenkins celebrated the memorial
Mass, and Fr. Pete McCormick,
director of Campus Ministry,
delivered the homily. The Notre
Dame Liturgical Choir provided
music for the Mass.

“As we situate Theresa’s
death into the fabric of our

see MASS PAGE 4
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Students and other members of the Notre Dame community attended Mass at the Basilica of the Sacred
Heart on Wednesday night in memory of junior Theresa Sagartz who died last week.

CAITLYN JORDAN | The Observer

TO UNCOVER
THE TRUTH
AND REPORT
IT ACCURATELY

College
names
speaker

Observer Staff Report

Victoria “Tori” Murden
McClure, president of Spalding
University, will speak at
the 169th  Saint Mary’s
Commencement ceremony,
which will take place May 14 on
Le Mans Green, according to a
College press release. The 350
graduating students represent
31 states and four countries, and
three students will be valedicto-
rians, the release said.

McClure is the author of “A
Pearlin the Storm,” which docu-
ments her adventure across the
Atlantic, according to the book’s

see SPEAKER PAGE 5

Dinner aims to
spark dialogue

By MEGAN VALLEY

News Writer

Students and faculty gath-
ered Wednesday night for
the Celebration of Women
Dinner, as part of Women’s
Week, which is sponsored
by Shades of Ebony and the
Gender Relations Center
(GRQ).

Rachel Wallace, president
of Shades of Ebony, said in
her welcoming remarks that
she is proud of how much
Women’s Week, now in its
fourth year, has grown.

“When I was just a fresh-
man, I remembered upper-
classmen asking us to help
them with an idea they had,
and they wanted to celebrate
women and 40 years of wom-
en at Notre Dame,” she said.
“We started out with the GRC
doing three events in the
spring of 2013, and this year,
we have six events. We've re-
ally come a long way.”

According to Wallace, the

Women’s Month; this year,
the theme is “Working to
Form a More Perfect Union:
Honoring Women in Public

Service and Government.”
The dinner featured Kym
Worthy, the current pros-

ecutor from Wayne County,
Michigan, as the keynote
speaker.

Worthy, who  graduat-
ed from Notre Dame Law
School in 1984, is known for
filing charges against for-
mer Detroit Mayor Kwame
Kilpatrick and for working
on a massive backlog of un-
processed rape kits. Despite
these high-profile cases, she
said she never intended to be
a prosecutor.

“At that time, there weren'’t
very many female pros-
ecutors at all,” Worthy said.
“There weren’t many wom-
en, there certainly weren’t
many people of color in the
office — they kind of had the
same view [ had at the time, a
skewed view that prosecutors

2016 ELECTION OBSERVER: LLOYD MAYER

Professor analyzes election

By RACHEL O’GRADY

Associate News Editor

Editor’s Note: Throughout
the 2016 presidential
campaign, The Observer will
sit down with Notre Dame
experts to break down the
election and its importance
to students. In this eighth
installment, associate news
editor Rachel O’Grady asked
Notre Dame Law School
professor of election law Lloyd
Mayer about the possibility of
a brokered GOP convention.

Rachel O’Grady: Trump just
pretty handily won a number
of states [last night]. What does

Lloyd Mayer

professor of election law

this mean for the Republican
party down the road? What are
the implications of a Trump

nomination?

Lloyd Mayer: Short-term,
it makes it likely that Trump
will have the most delegates
going into the Republican
Convention, but it is less clear
whether he will have a major-
ity of delegates. If Trump is
nominated, it does not mean
that the Democratic Party
nominee will definitely win —
no one is willing to make such
predictions anymore, given
how wrong just about everyone

see ELECTION PAGE 5

SMC postpones program

By STEPHANIE SNYDER

News Writer

After a year of planning and
coordinating, the directors of
the Saint Mary’s Travel Writing
in Jamaica summer study
abroad program decided to
postpone the trip due to awarn-
ing issued by the Centers for

virus outbreak.

Directors Aaron and Dionne
Bremyer implemented the
three week summer program
this year for students who were
not able, or who did not want,
to study abroad during the aca-
demic year.

There was interest in the pro-
gram from both Saint Mary’s

universities, Aaron Bremyer said.
Students were set to study at the
University of the West Indies in
Kingston, Jamaica, he said.

“It’'s a wonderful opportuni-
ty,” he said. “We're really almost
heartbroken over this.”

Director of the Center
for Women’s Intercultural
Leadership Mana Derakshani

Women’s Week theme re- Disease Control and Prevention and Notre Dame students, as
flects the theme for National see DINNER PAGE 5 (CDC) concerning the Zika well as students from other see JAMAICA PAGE 5
NEWS PAGE 3 VIEWPOINT PAGE 7 SCENEPAGE8 NDWOMEN'S LACROSSE PAGE 16 MEN’S LACROSSE PAGE 16
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UESTION OF THE DAY:

What will you be doing for Saint Patrick’s Day?

Have a question you want answered?
Email photo@ndsmcobserver.com

Brittany Restic
sophomore
Ryan Hall

“Watching an Irish movie.”

Irena Oh

freshman
Ryan Hall

“Nothing.”

Joanna Mulvey
freshman
Ryan Hall

“Going to the parade.”

junior

Ryan Hall

“Watching movies.”

Lia Rocchino
freshman
Ryan Hall

“Dyeing everything I see green.”

Sophia Costanzo
freshman
Ryan Hall

“Eating chocolate gold coins.”

Cynthia Qu

WEI LIN| The Observer

Students preparing for graduation picked up their caps and gowns during the graduation fair on Wednesday in Notre Dame
Hammes Bookstore. The University Commencement Ceremony is scheduled for Sunday, May 15 in Notre Dame Stadium.

Thursday

Pasquerilla East
Paddy Parade
campus-wide

4:30 p.m.- 5:30 p.m.

Featuring ND bagpipes

and campus clubs.

Irish and English
Bilingual Mass
Basillica of the Sacred
Heart

515 p.m.- 615 p.m.

Celebrating St. Patrick.

THE NEXT FIVE DAYS:

Friday

Men’s Tennis vs.
Duke

Eck Tennis Pavilion
3:30 p.m.- 5:30 p.m.
The Irish take on the
Blue Devils.

LGBT Retreat

all day

Sacred Heart Parish
Center

PrismND’s 24-hour
retreat.

Want your event included here?
Email news@ndsmcobserver.com

Saturday

Hawaii Club’s Lu’au
Stepan Center
5pm.-8p.m.
Hawaiian food, hula
dancing and a lei-
making station.

Men’s Lacrosse vs.
Virginia

Arlotta Stadium
Bp.m.-8pm.

The Irish take on the
Cavaliers.

Sunday

Men’s Tennis vs.
Miami

Eck Tennis Pavilion
12p.m.-2p.m.

The Irish take on the
Hurricanes.

Palm Sunday Mass
Basilica of the Sacred
Heart
12p.m.-115p.m.
Music by the Notre
Dame Folk Chair.

Monday

Finding Your Place in
the Universe

Spes Unica Hall

12 p.m.-1p.m.

Career Crossings
Speaker Series.

Chili Cook-off
Harper Hall
4p.m.-6pm.
Proceeds benefit the
Harper Team for ND
Relay for Life.
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Film considers ramifications of Roe v. Wade

By NICOLE CARATAS
Saint Mary’s Editor

Saint Mary’s Campus Ministry
and Belles For Life sponsored
a screening of the film “40” in
conjunction with a discussion
with John Morales, director of
the film and founder of Pro-Life
Champions, and Linda Couri,
a former Planned Parenthood
counselor and the current director
of the Institute for Lay Formation
with the Archdiocese of Chicago.
The film focused on the 40 years
since Roe v. Wade legalized abor-
tion and features women from
both the pro-life and pro-choice
movement.

Morales said he was not always
at the forefront of the pro-life
movement— he found his passion
for the movement when he and his
wife could not conceive and even-
tually adopted their son.

“I'm very passionate about this
issue because I believe that the
issue of abortion is not merely a

religious issue or a political issue,”
hesaid. “It'snotjusta Catholicissue
oran Evangelical or a Protestantis-
sue. It's not a Democratic issue or a
Republican issue. I believe that the
issue of life is the most important
human and civil rights issue of our
time because without the right to
life, there are no other rights to talk
about.”

Couri said the two central
features of her pro-life position
are her past work with Planned
Parenthood and the fact that she
herself has had an abortion.

“These features of my life have
contributed significantly to my
thoughts on abortion,” Couri said.
“I have come to the conclusion
thatin thelong run, abortion is not
the solution to truly help and pro-
tectwomen.”

According to Couri, the issue of
abortion “is tearing women apart
from women.”

“Women need women. We need
to get together. Women need to
save the world,” she said. “We're

just not talking. The woman-to-
woman fight has become to ex-
treme and so ugly that all of the
gifts that women bring to the table
in terms of communication and
problem solving have been lost.”

Sophomore Roni Hanks said her
concern is the potential danger
that making abortion illegal pos-
es. Making abortion illegal will not
stop women from having abor-
tions, but instead would increase
the number of women who die
from unsafe and illegal abortions,
she said.

“According to my textbooks,
over three-fourths of women who
are considering abortion say that
they would still go through with
it even if it wasn’t safe or legal,”
Hanks said. “I think pro-choicers
and pro-lifers alike can agree that
the needs of women in our society
arenotmet.”

Couri said her concern lies with
the fact that the law has moral
authority. Though she said if she
could instantly make abortion

illegal, she would do it, she also
recognizes that the pro-life move-
ment needs to consider what they
will do if abortion does become
illegal.

“I very much care about this
country,” Couri said. “It makes
me nervous that there is a law that
saysit’s okay to kill people. There is
amoral authority that comes forth
from law.”

Since Roe v. Wade made abor-
tion legal in 1973, the sexual cul-
ture changed drastically, Couri
said. Premarital sex became more
popular and abortion became the
easy solution for unwanted preg-
nancy, she said.

“What I want to know is why
women sleep with and have sex
with men and give it away so of-
ten,” Couri said. “I'm very con-
cerned with how much women
can engage in sexual activity with
people who are not willing to be
fathers. ... Never in the course of
history could women control their
fertility, which really kept social

mores kind of at bay. All of a sud-
den, men now have access to the
one thing they want the most.

“The problem is, women have
lost their power in a lot of ways be-
cause one power we do have is sex-
ual power. ... I think prevention of
unwanted pregnancy has to begin
with who are women choosing to
sleep with.”

The blame for unwanted preg-
nancy should not be placed solely
on the woman, senior Vanessa
Troglia said.

“My problem is it puts virgin-
ity or abstinence in a box,” Troglia
said. “It makes it a woman’s re-
sponsibility and not a human
responsibility. ... If we're really
talking in feminist terms, it should
be ‘nobody should be giving it
away. My problem is the respon-
sibility is put solely on women in-
stead of putting it on both partners
equally, which is a sad reality.”

Contact Nicole Caratas at
ncaratas0l@saintmarys.edu

Speaker highlights inequality in STEM fields

By MEGHAN SULLIVAN

News Writer

The University’s physics de-
partment hosted a colloquium on
Wednesday featuring Elizabeth
Simmons, a distinguished profes-
sor of physics at Michigan State
University, who gave a talk en-
titled “Moving Toward Gender

Equityin STEM.”

The first part of Simmons’s lec-
ture focused on the context of the
situation and the current statis-
tics on women pursing education
and careers in STEM fields. To
do so, Simmons used graphical
data and research results called a
“scissors plot” that illustrated the
sharp decline in the percentage of

women who pursue degrees and
advanced degrees in STEM fields,
particularly physics, despite the
nearly 50-50 gender divide in
background high school science
classes.

“This is a problem for physics,
and this is a problem for STEM,
because we are losing talent at
a time when more and more of

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

the really interesting jobs in the
country require you to know
something about science, and
there are more and more jobs in
the scientific and technological
fields,” she said. “People are being
cut out of these opportunities.”

Simmons said the gender dif-
ference in STEM fields is also il-
lustrated by the discrepancies
between the resources provided
to men and women. Women tend
to have less access to professional
resources like funding, lab space,
equipment, travel money and
clerical support, she said.

“This certainly is placing the
women at a disadvantage in terms
of career advancement,” she said.

Some of the causes that contrib-
ute to this type of environment in
the STEM disciplines — such as
implicit bias, gender schemas and
stereotype threats — promote
judgments and viewpoints that
produce different treatments of
differing genders, Simmons said.

“Regardless of our own gender,
we are all prone to unconscious
bias to unconscious assump-
tions about what it means to be
a certain gender ... and what it is
appropriate for a certain gender
to do, or to act like, or to feel like,”
she said.

Moreover, Simmons said there
are multiple possible solutions to
the bias issues that contribute to
gender inequity in STEM.

“You take longer to match
‘women’ with ‘physicist’ than
‘men’ with ‘physicist,” for exam-
ple. It’s not that you might ratio-
nally think that makes any sense,
but we've been given these cul-
tural predispositions,” Simmons
said.

However, bias is not the sole
issue women in STEM face —
family life, namely marriage and
parenthood, greatly influences a
woman’s probability of receiving
a tenured job or pursing a career
in research, Simmons said.

“A married man with a child
has 50 percent greater chance of
landing a tenure-tracked job in
any given year than a married
woman with a young child,” she
said.

Simmons said on average, the
hours spent on caregiving rises
sharply and more dramatically
for women than it does for men
after having children. Simmons
said the added caregiving hours
make it difficult to maintain a
previously high number of career
work hours, and it calculates to
working about a day less per week
after having children.

Simmons said this situation
would improve if employers pro-
moted gender-neutral parental
leave, clearly advertised paren-
tal leave as an entitlement and
scheduled meetings during regu-
lar business hours.

“You can build up that culture
[in the workplace] over time, and
it’s really important,” she said.

Simmons also said many wom-
enin STEM fields tend to avoid ne-
gotiation, a habit that stems from
women’s possible uncertainty on
what they “deserve” and desire
to avoid harming work relation-
ships. As a result, women tend to
ask for less, subsequently receive
less and askin an “interest-based”
manner, she said.

Simmons defined an “inter-
est-based” negotiation as one
in which a person determines
their underlying motivations
and needs and the motivations
and needs of the other person to
see where they match in order to
figure out a mutually beneficial
solution.

“If T [as a dean] didn’t know
what [employees] need to be suc-
cessful, even if I managed to hire
them, I might not be able to retain
them,” Simmons said.

Contact Meghan Sullivan at
msulli41@nd.edu
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STUDENT SENATE

Group discusses
joint venture

By JUSTINE WANG
News Writer
Student Senate voted on

Wednesday to draft a resolu-
tion to request more information
from the University about Notre
Dame’s partnership with Zhejiang
University (ZJU) in China to cre-
ate a joint residential liberal arts
college.

According to a white paper au-
thored by J. Nicholas Entrikin,
vice president and associate pro-
vost for internationalization, and
Jonathan Noble, assistant provost
for Asia, the school “will be com-
posed of six colleges and institutes,
each developed in joint partner-
ship with North American and
European university partners. ...
This past summer, Notre Dame
and ZJU signed an agreement to
hold bilateral discussions about
the feasibility of this joint venture.”

This proposal was spearheaded
by Dillon Hall Senator sophomore
Michael Finan.

“I was thinking about drafting
a resolution to send to the admin-
istration, expressing that students

feelleft out of the conversation,” he
said.

“The university that they are
forming is a partnership with
Zhejiang in China, but also six
total schools. They are going to
[include] the University of Illinois
Urbana-Champaign, the Imperial
College London, the University of
Edinburgh,” Bryan Ricketts, stu-
dent body president, said.

“The idea would be that every-
body involved in this is contribut-
ing something to this joint school,
but it would be a school that
awards a degree in part sponsored
by Notre Dame, and Notre Dame
would be responsible for provid-
ingaliberal arts curriculum to this
school,” Ricketts said.

Senators expressed concern
over the lack of information avail-
able to students on this initiative,
in addition to concerns about the
religious atmosphere this joint
school would have, due to its loca-
tion in an area known for its reli-
gious persecution.

Contact Justine Wang at
jwang27@nd.edu

Mass
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day-to-day lives, we are in-
vited to look back, not with
sadness or regret, but with
gratitude, to be thankful
for the way she touched our
hearts, both directly and
indirectly [in] her love of
her family and friends, the
resilience with which she
lived her life,” McCormick
said.“Through Jesus’ life,
death and resurrection, he
demonstrated how far he
would go to prove God’s love
and lasting commitment to
each of us. Jesus’ testimony
and God’s desire to be in
relationship with us now
serves as the basis for our
prayer tonight, to commend
a sister, a daughter, a friend,
arole model, back to God.”

McCormick said Sagartz
was a woman who lived self-
lessly and was known for
both her compassion and
leadership — evident in
her multiple roles on cam-
pus, which included being
an “honorary mom” to sec-
tion 2A in Zahm House who
brought oranges to soccer
games.

“The list could go on
forever of the things that
made Theresa, Theresa,”
McCormick said. “But what

we celebrate is her turning
back to God, a God who so
deeply loves each of us that
he has created a space for us
in him to return. Theresa’s
life has changed. It has not
ended.”

Sagartz’s life was a mani-
festation of God’s grace,
McCormick said.

“God blessed Theresa with
the precise amount of time
needed for her to make an

“God blessed
Theresa with the
precise amount
of time needed
Jor her to make
an impact on
this world. We
no doubt would
have preferred
more of it, yet so
goes the delicate
and precious
nature of life. ”

Fr.Pete McCormick
director, Campus Ministry

impact on this world. We no
doubt would have preferred
more of it, yet so goes the
delicate and precious na-
ture of life. And while we
are tempted to measure the
quality of life in years, the

true measure of life is what
you do in the time that you
have,” McCormick said. “If a
person with 75 years mostly
wraps himself in anger and
greed, what good is that? Is
it somehow better than 21
years filled with love and
service to others? ... No mat-
ter the time we have here,
five minutes or 100 years,
we are invited to look for-
ward, mirroring God’s love
that extends beyond us and
extends beyond death.”

The fullness of Sagartz’s
life can serve as inspiration,
McCormick said.

“Leaving the Basilica to-
night, my sincere hope is
that each of us might be
changed in some way,” he
said. “Perhaps we may ex-
press a deeper gratitude for
the family, friends and those
lives that we come in con-
tact with on a daily basis.
... Or maybe, we develop a
deeper trust through Jesus’
life, death and resurrec-
tion — that we do not mourn
Theresa’s death as if it were
the end, but rather, prayer-
fully, as she begins her jour-
ney to eternal life.”

Senior News Writer Catherine
Ouwers contributed to this report.

Contact Selena Ponio at
sponio@nd.edu

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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Election

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

was aboutwhere therace would
be at this point. But his pres-
ence at the top of the ticket will
alienate some voters who oth-
erwise would vote Republican,
likely hurting turnout for
Republicans and negatively im-
pacting Republican candidates
across the board. Ifhe loses, the
Republican Party will have a lot
of ground to make up with vot-
ers before the next presidential
election.

ROG: Hillary is gaining seri-
ous momentum, but Sanders
could win the nomination yet.
What are your predictions?

LM: Much smarter people
than me have been dead wrong
when making predictions for
this election year, so I am hesi-
tant to claim any ability to fore-
see the future here. Clinton will
have to keep pushing hard to
cross the finish line, and it is
still possible that some unex-
pected development or disclo-
sure could derail her campaign.
The odds are in her favor, but it
will not be over until it’s over.

ROG: The potential for a bro-
kered convention is becoming
increasingly more likely. Could
it happen? What's the result if it
does?

LM: If Trump does not have
a majority of pledged del-
egates, then the likely result
of the first delegate vote at the
Republican Convention will be
no majority winner. I say ‘like-
ly’ because some delegates,

primarily Republican National
Committee members from
certain states, are not formal-
ly pledged and so are free to
vote for the candidate of their
choice, even in the first round.
If there is no majority winner
on the first vote, at that point
delegates are technically re-
leased from their commit-
ments based on the primary
or caucus results of their state.
Even so, many delegates may
feel bound by those results for
subsequent votes, while oth-
ers will have been chosen in a
manner that ensures their loy-
alty to the candidate for whom
they voted in the first round.
At this point it is therefore very
difficult to predict the likely
results. The key issue will be
how far the leadership of the
Republican party is willing to
go to block a Trump nomina-
tion, which could include try-
ing to change the rules I just
described, so as to disadvan-
tage Trump.

ROG: In your research and
opinion, what do you think will
be the most important issue in
the general election?

LM: At the moment the big-
gest issue for many voters is
the economy, including the
apparent fragility of the eco-
nomic recovery, the rapid pace
of change in the workplace, and
the resulting uncertainty for
many workers and their fami-
lies. Related concerns include
immigration, education, and
healthcare costs, but events
could easily shift this picture.
The most obvious example

would be a major terrorist at-
tack on U.S. soil, which could
elevate national security and
related issues such as immigra-
tion to the forefront.

ROG: Taking it back to col-
lege campuses, particularly
here at Notre Dame, primaries
in many of our home states are
coming up. What is something
we, as college students, should
be paying particular attention
to?

LM: Students should be pay-
ing careful attention to the
actual policy positions of the
candidates, including whether
their current positions ap-
pear to be sincere ones based
on their ideological commit-
ments and past positions or
instead positions adopted sim-
ply to win the next election.
Student should also educate
themselves about the issues,
so they can form independent
opinions about important ar-
eas over which elected officials
have significant influence, tak-
ing into account not only what
policies will best help them
economically but the moral
dimensions of policy choices.
Finally, students, like all citi-
zens, need to take what they
learn, and apply it not only in
the ballot box, but in between
elections through involvement
with politically active organi-
zations and government bod-
ies. The media may turn most
of its attention elsewhere after
Nov. 8, but citizens should not.

Contact Rachel O’Grady at
rogrady@nd.edu

Dinner
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were there to put African
Americans in jail. That’s not
true, but perception is reality
for most people.”

Much of Worthy’s work
has been devoted to domes-
tic abuse, sexual assault
and other women’s issues.
According to her, these is-

“If we want to have
a more perfect
union, we have to
reexamine these
issues, and it
has to start with
prosecutors.”

Kym Worthy
Wayne County prosecutor

sues need to be addressed
more fully.

“Why can we only be a
more perfect union by pay-
ing attention to so-called
‘women’s issues?’ Because
they're exactly the issues we
aren’t addressing,” she said.
“And I feel they wouldn’t be
ignored if it weren’t primar-
ily female victims.”

In 2009, 11,000 abandoned
unprocessed rape kits were
found in a Detroit Police
Warehouse. Worthy said it
was extremely difficult to
get funding from the city to
test the kits and carry out
prosecutions, if possible.

“Nobody was interested.
Nobody wanted to help,” she
said. “The police depart-
ment wanted it to go away
— it wasn’t on their watch.
They didn’t care that it rep-
resented 11,000 victims.”

Some of the rape kits dated
back 35 years, according to
Worthy. She said while some
women use the kits to make
sure they're not pregnant
or have any STDs, most vic-
tims do it because they want
justice.

“Women do it because
they want to find their per-
petrator,” Worthy said. “So,
can you imagine finding out
that, not only were you as-
saulted, not only did you go
through that rape kit pro-
cess, but that rape kit sat on
a shelf for 30 years and no-
body did anything about it?”

In order to form a more
perfect union, Worthy said
the country needs to stop
neglecting women’s is-
sues, because they affect
everyone.

“We have to break the do-
mestic abuse cycle,” she
said. “We have to break the
sexual assault cycle. We have
to look at sexual assault in a
different way — it’s the for-
gotten crime, no one really
cares about it. If we want to
have a more perfect union,
we have to reexamine these
issues, and it has to start
with prosecutors.”

Contact Megan Valley at
mvalley@nd.edu

Speaker
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website. She is best known for be-
ing both the first woman and first
American to row solo across the
Atlantic Ocean, as well as to ski
to the geographic South Pole, the
website said. A self-proclaimed
explorer, McClure is chair of the

board of the National Outdoor
Leadership School, according to
the website.

Prior to her presidency at
Spalding, McClure was a chaplain
of Boston City Hospital, a policy as-
sistant to the Mayor of Louisville,
Ky. and the director of a shelter for
homeless women, the press re-
lease said. Accordingto the release,
she will be receiving an honorary

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

doctorate of humanities for her
commitment to public service.

Along with McClure, Sister
Joan Marie Steadman and Portia
Prebys will be receiving honor-
ary degrees from the College, the
release said.

Steadman will be recognized
for her leadership abilities and
her mission-focused efforts to
preserve the legacies of both the

College and the congregation,

the press release said. She is

the executive director of the

Leadership Conference of

Women Religious and a board

member of Loyola University

Health System in Chicago, ac-

cording to the release. She also

served on the College’s Board
of Regents, now known as the

Board of Trustees, from 1982 to

2006, and maintained her po-

sition during her presidency of

the Congregation of the Sisters
of the Holy Cross, the release
said.

Prebys will receive an hon-
orary doctorate of humani-
ties, according to the press
release. She serves as the di-
rector of Saint Mary’s study
abroad program in Rome and
will be recognized for her
life’s dedication to the cul-
tural exchange between Italy
and the United States, the re-
lease stated. A ‘66 graduate of
the College, Prebys received a
Fulbright Fellowship to study
Renaissance history in Italy,
where she currently resides,
the press release said.

Jamaica

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

said it was not the College’s deci-
sion to postpone the trip. Since
the CDC did not place any restric-
tions on travel, Derakshani left
the difficult decision to the direc-
tors, she said. Aaron Bremyer said
he and his wife felt it was their
responsibility for the students’
safety to postpone the trip.

“There are a lot of unknowns
about the virus,” he said. “While
the immediate risk might not be
incredibly high, we don’t know
potential long term risks.”

According to the CDC web-
site, if a pregnant woman con-
tracts the virus, it can be passed
to the fetus, which could cause
major birth defects to the brain.
However, the CDC is still unsure
as to whether or not the virus will
affect future pregnancies, the
website said.

With the program being part
of an all-women college, this was
one of the main factors taken into
consideration when deciding to
postpone the trip, Aaron Bremyer
said.

“The directors and the college
need to feel extremely confident
and assured people can be safe,”
he said. “We can’t put students as
risk.”

Sophomore MaKayla Roberts
said she thinks the directors
made the right decision.

“I wasn’t too upset because I
knew they did it for the safety of
us,” Roberts said. “They made the
right call.”

Derakshani said she hopes the
postponing of the trip will not
make students fearful of studying
abroad.

“There’s always a lot of growing
that happens when you go out of
your comfort zone and discover
new cultures and environments,”
Derakshani said. “There’s noth-
ing like what you learn from
studying abroad.”

As of now, the directors intend
to reschedule the trip for next
summer.

“My hope is that by then we will
better understand the risks. It’s a
very complicated issue,” Aaron
Bremyer said.

Contact Stephanie Snyder at
ssnyder02@saintmarys.edu

Follow us on Twitter.
@NDSNMCObserver
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INSIDE COLUMN

A racial dialogue

Justine Wang
News Writer

This past week for Spring Break, I attended a Social Concerns
Seminar called “Realities of Race,” which brought a group of 10 stu-
dents to St. Louis, Ferguson and Chicago, to meet with activists and
their organizations, and to learn about the fight for racial justice in
the United States.

Discussions about race and other social issues are hard. They are
emotional, heartbreaking and exposing. Most of the time, they are
painful and awkward. Immersed in a reflective dialogue on race, my
peers and I cultivated a safe space for each other to share our ideas
and thoughts, in order to unearth our covert biases and to speak
about our struggles as members of different racial backgrounds.

This safe space is what we need to create at Notre Dame, campus-
wide. There have been attempts to tackle these discussions, yet the
majority of the student body is not involved. Worse, I believe that the
way we conduct the dialogue compels many students to shy away
from joining, because they fear being blamed for their privilege or
are simply content with the status quo.

What I have learned is that discussions on race are shaped by the
collection of personal stories. As a systemic issue, race should not
be viewed through an only-personal lens. There is the notion today
that white people have to “check their privilege” and ideally, use
their privilege to help people of color change the system. The system
revolves around a myriad of multifaceted topics, including access
to education, healthcare, transportation, housing, food and social
services, among others.

Within the framework of “check your privilege,” however, little to
no progress is made. Under that saying, my white peers often feel as
if they should feel guilty on behalf of their race, or that they are being
targeted by the oppressed as being the sole reason that there is so
much inequality in the system.

However, those feelings of guilt that arise from blame suddenly
make race a personal issue. When someone makes themselves the
target of the race discussion — especially people who are not of color
—they are making it personal, and about themselves, when it is not
just about them.

The discussion on race is made up of all the individual stories,
the activism and the beautiful scars people of color bear from their
bravery amidst their oppression. The intent of this discussion is
to, at the very least, bring an awareness to the types of oppression
that people of color face, if not to make tangible change in public
policy and social systems. But this intent is diverted when people
do not maintain a focused lens on the experiences of the op-
pressed, or worse, actively choose to disengage themselves from the
conversation.

We need all of campus to be a safe space that allows people to
reach beyond their comfort zones, to question the violence and hurt
that systemic racism has brought about, and to productively speak
in order to allow everyone to gain a better picture of the racialized
world we live in.

People of color are not anti-white. Accept their frustrations and
emotionally-charged protests against the system, because they
have everyright to combat the oppression they face. Accept that this
discussion will not be comfortable for any party involved, butin a
safe space, it will feel raw and cathartic. The first and foremost goal,
again, is to unearth and understand where our biases come from,
and comprehend how they affect people of color.

To combat dangerous stereotypes and biases, all students need
to open their hearts to hearing the experiences of their peers. We all
hold various types of privilege that come with a lot of power, but we
can only begin to remove the prejudice from our lives and delve into
the discussion on race, if we recognize that the goal of any social
movement is not to guilt or to blame or to shame. It is important to
recognize that everyone has very singular notions of their own ra-
cial experiences and while they are linked by threads of similarity,
every experience is very different.

I hope that all students will adopt the mentality that it is our du-
ties as members of a community of justice, diversity, and inclusion
to begin to understand each other’s racial experiences. Adopting
that mentality is the first of many, many baby steps to achieve racial
justice. Only from there can we progress towards fighting for our
own and each other’s freedoms.

Contact Justine Wang at jwang27@nd.edu
The views expressed in the Inside Column are those of the
author and not necessarily those of The Observer.

Laetare medal misstep

Eddie Damstra
Dinner Table Talks

Earlier this month, the University of Notre
Dame announced this year’s Laetare Medal re-
cipients. According to the university website, the
award, which has been awarded since 1883, “is
presented annually to an American Catholic in
recognition of outstanding service to the Church
and society.” In order to emphasize its signifi-
cance, the university website notes that the medal
“is considered the oldest and most prestigious
award for American Catholics.”

This year, the University of Notre Dame decided
to give the prestigious Laetare medal to two men:
Vice President Joe Biden and former Speaker of
the House John Boehner. When I learned that Joe
Biden would be receiving the Laetare medal, [ was
gravely disappointed. The decision to award Biden
upsets me and I am not even Catholic. Given that
I am Protestant, some may wonder why I am so
passionately disappointed with the university’s
decision. Some may even question whether I have
the right to judge the university’s decision. The
reason for my disappointment is found in the de-
cision’s inherent hypocrisy. One does not need to
be Catholic to recognize blatant inconsistencies
between a description of an award and the words
and actions of its recipient.

While I recognize that Joe Biden is a Catholic
who has garnered immense success within the
American political system, I also am forced to
acknowledge the fact that Biden’s success is filled
with support of ideas and legislation that are
indisputably and absolutely opposed to basic
Catholic doctrine. Joe Biden vocally supports the
legality of abortion and has displayed so through
his voting record.

The National Right to Life Committee, which
rates politicians based on the degree to which
they support legislation that protects the unborn,
has given Vice President Biden extremely low rat-
ings throughout his political career, often times
rating his support for legislation protecting the
unborn at zero percent. Conversely, Biden scored
very high with the National Abortion Rights
Action League (NARAL) Pro-Choice America,
often receiving ratings of 100 percent for support-
ing legislation that furthered the pro-abortion
cause. This voting record is in direct conflict with
Catholic doctrine. According to the Catechism
of the Catholic Church, “Human life must be
respected and protected absolutely from the mo-
ment of conception. From the first moment of his
existence, a human being must be recognized
as having the rights of a person — among which
is the inviolable right of every innocent being to
life.” Biden’s political history is not in line with
this doctrine. Joe Biden has chosen not to utilize
his power and influence to protect the unborn.

It is important to note that I do not intend for
this article to be a political cheap shot at the Vice
President. My political affiliation has nothing to
do with my disappointment with the University’s
decision. I respect the Vice President and do not
doubt that he is a faithful Catholic. However, the
fact of the matter is Joe Biden has endorsed a posi-
tion that is against a fundamental moral principle
of the Church. While this obviously does not
mean he can not be Catholic, it does mean that he
can not be awarded the “most prestigious award

Follow us on Twitter.
(@0bserverViewpnt

for American Catholics.” I would love for the
University to invite Joe Biden to speak and engage
in discussion, as that is the purpose of true educa-
tion. However, presenting the Vice President with
the Laetare Medal is wrong, and it undermines
the meaning of what the award represents.

In addition to evaluating the University’s deci-
sion to award Joe Biden, it is also important to
assess the decision to award the Laetare Medal
to former Speaker of the House John Boehner.
However, I believe that judging the decision to
give the Laetare Medal to John Boehner is much
more difficult. While Joe Biden’s political his-
tory presents a rather stark divergence from the
Church on a core fundamental principle, the
grievances many have with John Boehner receiv-
ing the award seem to center on issues that are
less black and white in terms of Church doctrine.

Some would argue that the former Speaker is
misaligned with the Church on the issue of im-
migration, maintaining that Boehner is in favor
of overly stringent immigration laws. Others may
insist that Boehner’s position on social welfare
programs are inconsistent with the Church.

Given that I am not Catholic, I find it hard to
judge whether Boehner’s positions are in line with
the Church. I do know that the Catholic Church,
and Christianity as a whole, is open to all and em-
braces immigrants. I also know that many within
the Church disagree over what specific laws
should be in place and how they should be en-
forced. Similarly, I know that the Catholic Church,
and Christianity as a whole, is devoted to serving
the poor and disenfranchised. However, there
are many disagreements amongst prominent
Catholics over the methods of serving the poor
and the role government should play. Social wel-
fare programs and immigration policy are hotly
debated within the Catholic, and there is often not
a clear answer.

I do not know if John Boehner is deserving of
the Laetare Medal. Being a part of a different sect
of Christianity makes it difficult for me to judge
whether someone’s positions are in line with the
Catholic Church unless there is explicit and gener-
ally agreed-upon teaching on the matter.

What I do know, however, is that Joe Biden
should not be given the Laetare Medal. The rea-
son I am able to say so is due to the stark contrast
between Vice President Biden’s support for abor-
tion and the explicit and universally agreed-upon
doctrine within the Church that emphasizes the
importance of protecting the unborn. I believe
that an award that is, according to Notre Dame’s
statement on the matter, supposed to honor those
“whose genius has ennobled the arts and sciences,
illustrated the ideals of the Church and enriched
the heritage of humanity” should not be bestowed
upon an individual who actively promotes the
legality of abortion. Supporting and promoting
legislation that is associated with the murders
of thousands of innocent human lives each day
is not enriching the “heritage of humanity” but
rather harming it.

Eddie Damstra is a freshman from Orland Park,
Hllinois. He is majoring in political science and is
considering attending law school after his time as an
undergraduate at the University of Notre Dame. He
can be reached at edamstra@nd.edu

The views expressed in this column are those of the
author and not necessarily those of The Observer.
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Language

Courtney Phelan
English Major in the Real World

Every student has had that one English teacher
who seemed to hate everything on this planet ex-
cept Shakespeare and BBC documentaries about
Shakespeare. This cranky Anglophile professor
likes to tell students that whatever they read is
not “real literature,” that their music is not “real
music” and often, that they way they speak is
“wrong.”

The “CRAP” (CRanky Anglophile Professor)
likes nothing better in life than critiquing
other people’s grammar, syntax and spelling.
Assignments, even assignments by students who
genuinely care and genuinely tried, are nothing
more than a blank canvas on which they create a
work to rival Pollock with their beloved red pen.
The CRAP, of course, thinks Jackson Pollock’s
works are “not art.”

The CRAP hates all of their millennial students,
and loves to go on rants about the technology-
addicted and entitled millennial — of course,
the CRAP ignores the fact that they raised their
own millennial child by parking them in front of
Sesame Street for six hours a day — and how our
speaking and writing, and especially what we
post on the internet, is “wrong.”

So, here’s what this ignorant, technology-ad-
dicted, entitled millennial has to say to all the big
ol’ CRAPs of the world:

Language evolves, and so should you.

If you submitted some of Shakespeare’s own
writing to a CRAP, they would find grammar er-
rors. The Bard himself regularly uses who rather
than whom to refer to the object of a sentence and
often puts “more” in front of an adjective to make
a comparative, rather than ending the word with

evolves, and so should you

—er. And those errors aren’t even his stylistic ones
where he puts words in the wrong order, spells
them wrong, uses them as an incorrect part of
speech or just makes up new ones.

And it’s not just Shakespeare. The English
teacher’s bible, The Norton Anthology, could be
easily turned into a red-pen Pollock if you held its
works to modern standards.

But of course, the CRAP would never do that.
What we see as mistakes are not mistakes but
words that have shifted meaning or spelling over
time. Or they’re intentional, like how Jane Austen
is allowed to start sentences with coordinating
conjunctions but someone reading this will say
that I'm a bad writer for starting my own sentenc-
es with them. Or how Mark Twain can write using
horrendous misspellings, but Black or Hispanic
students can’t mix in AAVE or Spanish in the
classroom.

Now, I'm the first one in line, if such a line ex-
isted, to say that grammar and spelling are im-
portant. In fact, the other day, I went on a such
a powerful rant about a certain grocery store’s
department marker signs that a complete stranger
told me it frustrated her, too, despite having never
been to any of those grocery stores.

But there’s a big difference between what those
signs say and what my friends tweet: I don’t know
what those department markers are supposed to
be telling me but I do understand what my friends
are saying.

“Proper” grammar, spelling and syntax only
mean that the listener understands, properly,
what the speaker is trying to say. Language be-
comes improper once we can’t understand what
is being said. Current “proper” language is con-
sidered proper because we, the English speakers
of the world, have decided on one set meaning.
This is why it’s mostly okay to say “I laid down

yesterday,” (technically incorrect) instead of “I lay
down yesterday,” (technically correct). Because
mostly everyone still knows what I'm saying.

Language is like a big inside joke. If I raise my
arms up and say, “It was like Godzilla!” to my
roommate, she knows that what I'm talking about
was completely unexpected and inappropriate.
But if I did that while explaining something to
you, it would be, well, Godzilla!

It’s the same way that if someone in my gen-
eration says, “Eyebrows on fleek,” I know that
they have nice, well-sculpted eyebrows, not that
their eyebrows are resting atop an item called a
“fleek.” Just like how someone who was a teenager
or twenty-something in the 1970s has a different
definition of “drop out” than I do.

Even though I know what “on fleek,” means, I'm
still not going to use it in an essay. The reader of
my essay, a professor, likely doesn’t know what
it means; thus, it’s improper. Plus, it’s Internet
slang: a type of word that is created, popularized,
overused and abandoned quicker than language
has ever done before. Using words in an essay
that were popular, then abandoned would be cray
cray.

So in some ways, I understand the CRAP. Using
slang, dialect expressions, misspellings or gener-
ation-wide inside jokes in professional, academic
settings means that your professors won'’t under-
stand what you're trying to communicate. But
hating a whole generation of students because
they interact with language? Now that’s just crap.

Courtney Phelan is a junior English major living in
Le Mans Hall. All she wants is for her cats to be proud of
her someday. She can be reached at
cphela0l @saintmarys.edu

The views expressed in this column are those of the
author and not necessarily those of The Observer.

LETTERTO THE EDITOR

Moving from words to actions

This year has been an exciting time for sustain-
ability on campus. Laudato Lunches, the Climate
Investing Conference, and a GreeND Sustainability
Festival are only a few examples of the variety of
environmentally-themed events on campus. Notre
Dame’s announcement to stop burning coal with-
in five years is further encouragement that the
University is acting on Pope Francis’ call to care
for our common home. There is much discussion of
other initiatives and ideas that would build on this
momentum to reduce Notre Dame’s carbon foot-
print, yet there seems to be a roadblock in the way
of the implementation of these ideals.

My first example is fossil fuel divestment.
University of Dayton divested from fossil fuels
in 2014, stating, “Catholic higher education was
founded to examine culture and find ways to ad-
vance the common good. Here is one way to lead
as a good steward of God’s creation.” One year
later, Georgetown divested from the coal, citing
Catholic and Jesuit values. At Mendoza’s Climate
Investing Conference in September, one panelist
urged Notre Dame to take a leading role in acting
on climate change by divesting from fossil fuels,
stating it is our moral responsibility as a leading
Catholic university that we act in accordance with
Catholic social teaching in this way. However, dur-
ing an Energy Week panel, the VP and Treasurer of
Exxon Mobil called divestment efforts “pointless”

because fossil fuels will still likely be in use in 50
years. While I understand he was simply trying to
“get ahead” of anything that may “undermine” the
Notre Dame-Exxon Mobil relationship, he failed
to understand the mindset behind divestment. It
is not to stop burning fossil fuels overnight, but
rather, to make the statement that Notre Dame has
a moral obligation to act on climate change, and
therefore not invest in companies that most di-
rectly contribute to it. Pope Francis states that the
use of “highly polluting fossil fuels ... needs to be
progressively reduced without delay.” This cannot
happen when fossil fuel companies are so pow-
erful that they can lobby politicians to promote
legislation favoring fossil fuels, dissuade use of
renewables and promote misinformation on cli-
mate change. How can Notre Dame, as a Catholic
institution, support these companies when Pope
Francis calls on us to do all we can to pursue less
carbon-intensive sources of energy? While Notre
Dame has a financial obligation to its stakehold-
ers, it also bears a responsibility to its students to
promote a sustainable world. Last year, University
President Fr. John Jenkins stated it was hypocriti-
cal to divest from fossil fuels when they are still in
use. However, how can we expect a clean energy
future if we do not take action to demand it?
Fossil fuel divestment is not the only example
of initiatives that have run into difficulty. Some

Share your opinion

other examples are the removal of styrofoam and
plastic cups from the dining hall and the tray-free
campaign. Despite the significant waste reduction
from these initiatives, there is a student outcry.
Students, who have the most to lose from climate
change and unsustainable practices, are com-
plaining about initiatives that will serve to help
their future. I understand — life is less convenient
without these items. However, Pope Francis states
we need to shift away from a throwaway culture.
Our world simply cannot support the lifestyle we
are living. We need to act, in however little ways,
to reduce our carbon footprint, for the good of our-
selves, and our common home. These sustainable
initiatives are not out to make life more difficult
for us, but rather, to encourage a lifestyle that will
make the future better for all.

While Notre Dame has taken significant strides
towards sustainability, it is not yet a leader.
However, with a campus full of passionate and
motivated individuals, I have no doubt that it can
be. The discussions brought about this year by
the Center for Social Concerns’ theme of “Care
of Creation” have shown that we have the ability.
Now, it is simply a matter of action.

Tessa Clarizio
GreeND President
Feb. 7

Submit a Letter to the Editor to viewpoint@ndsmcobserver.com
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By ERIN McAULIFFE

Scene Editor

What do you get when you give eight comedians
creative free reign and Netflix’s budget and platform?
“The Characters,” an eight episode sketch-based com-
edy series (with set-ups much better than this one)
was released March 11.

Netflix has sponsored stand-up specials before, but
this series sees the platform investing in comedy at
an even more involved level. Where the stand-up sets
they’ve hosted before stand alone, the project works
as a collection of comedians and content united in hi-
larity but not much else. The format is conducive to
a wine tasting, a deviation from the normal Netflix
binge model. The sampling encourages discernment,
ranking and an open mind.

Each of the episodes starts out with a tracking shot
at a microphone poised in front of an empty audience
and travels backstage to the central comedian’s dress-
ing room door, where it lapses into a March Madness
bracket-esque title sequence — perhaps the format-
ting is meant to prompt viewers to select a winner
from the contest of episodes.

Touted as sketch comedy, the show’s stars took
unique approaches to the vague outlines. From Henry
Zebrowski’s “A Christmas Carol’-esque character

visitation bits to Dr. Brown’s episode filmed in an
Inarritu-inspired single tracking shot where he shuf-
fles amongst three varied characters via fluid costume
changes, the show pushes boundaries and conven-
tions. Each comedian was able to develop a wide range
of developed characters. Multiplied by eight, “The
Characters” provides ample material for spin-offs.

There were played-out selections: Lauren Lapkus as
aninsufferably nasally foundation- and bottom-heavy
bachelorette, Kate Berlant as an artist attempting to
stay relevantly eccentric while working on corporate
decorations and John Early as a deadbeat bro on a
date. However, each comedian brought intricacies to
the characters that kept them from feeling trite, or at
least used them to further more original aspects of the
plots.

On the other hand, most characters were refresh-
ingly original and expressed the innovative writing
each comedian brought to the series: Down’s blind
Segway detective, Zebrowski’s friend-zoned caveman
and Natasha Rothwell’s homeless man who threatens
to spoil the books people are reading on the subway
with his extensive reading from time spent at the air-
conditioned public library.

Some of the characters would prove hard to sus-
tain in the way “Portlandia” has evolved its recurring
sketch-based character dynamics; others beg for more

screen time. The structure of the series allows viewers
to choose the “next generation” comedians they relate
to and follow their brand for continued characters. As
such, Netflix is acting as a platform for discovery and
offshoots, and not a beckoning consolidator.

Although there were a few cringe-worthy aspects
to the series, it proved highly self-aware. Zebrowski
in brown face proved the most worrisome; however,
his entitled Scrooge character tells him, “Here’s a tip:
stop being brown” — channeling his character’s cur-
mudgeonly attitude to address the alarming character
choice. The character who serves as his clairvoyant ad-
dressed his own “racist accent” as Zebrowski begged
him to “do the Grinch s---” The self-cognizance also
surfaces in Paul W. Down’s (Troy on “Broad City”) epi-
sode as his girlfriend (Abbi Jacobsen) tells him, “Blind
jokes are never funny,” before the episode continues
with Down’s blind Segway detective character in-
specting crimes with his heightened other senses.

If you're looking to find your next favorite comedi-
an (and you've already read Scene’s top picks), “The
Characters” proves a viable way to access a variety
of styles and narrow down your favorites in a Scene-
esque March Madness showdown. (Note: Natasha
Rothwell won my bracket.)

Contact Erin McAuliffe at emcaulif@nd.edu

By KATHY MINKO

Scene Writer

In the series’ 20th season finale, “The Bachelor” did
not disappoint. Unfortunately for me, as I had to work
on Monday night, I could not watch the final episode
until Tuesday. Despite knowing the outcome going into
the episode, the cast kept me — as well as millions of
other men and women, I'm sure — on edge through its
entirety.

Two women poured their hearts out to one man, com-
peting for a chance to see his knee hit the ground with a
ring in hand. One was Lauren B., a cute flight attendant
from Marino Del Ray, California, who had attracted
Bachelor Ben Higgins from the first episode. Through
the entire series, Ben and Lauren maintained a strong
connection. From running off together for some one-
on-one time away from cocktail parties to Ben admit-
ting he’s been in love with Lauren “for quite some time
now,” the pair share a bond obvious and envied by her
competitors.

Lauren, whom Ben showed his favorite hometown
youth club, met the Bachelor’s parents at the begin-
ning of the episode. Though Ben described Lauren as a
beautiful woman with a kind heart, his mom expressed
a different opinion — she worried that the pair hadn’t
experienced enough raw, emotional moments to know
how each other deals with stress.

JoJo — a beautiful real-estate developer — became
Higgins’ best friend, go-to and confidant through the
last few weeks of the series. In the season finale, he em-
phasized her ability to take the stress and craziness away
from his life as the bachelor.

As JoJo’s talk with Ben’s mom progressed during the
episode, Mrs. Higgins grew quickly attached. She latched

onto JoJo’s awareness of Ben’s insecurities — after all,
the contestant admitted to having gone through some
hard conversations with the Bachelor already:.

“I'really felt early on in the day that Ben felt really hap-
py, really comfortable, really excited to see JoJo,” Mrs.
Higgins said. “When we had the opportunity to talk, JoJo
had this ability to know what it was going to take for Ben
to feel safe.”

When asked her number one choice for Ben, Mrs.
Higgins admitted that JoJo would suit her son well, both
in good times and hardships.

Ben'’s clouded feelings only worsened through the epi-
sode. Struggling with both Lauren’s and JoJo’s final one-
on-one dates, the Bachelor tried and failed to find faults
in either woman.

Spoiler alert — Lauren B. received the final rose.
Looking back, I am sure many viewers could have pre-
dicted such aresult after watching the pair’s relationship
blossom faster than any other contestant. Before the fi-
nale’s premiere, I heard so many predictions in favor of
Lauren B. Heck, I even heard some team-JoJo members
admit that Lauren and Ben will most likely end up to-
gether. So, why did this episode pack such alarge punch?
Why couldn’t T pull myself away from my computer
screen? What drew viewers into what Chris Harrison no-
toriously refers to as the most “dramatic season finale”
thus far?

Simple. He loved two women ... and he wasn’t afraid
to share it.

For the first time in the show’s history, the Bachelor
told two women that he loved them. His constant strug-
gle between whom he loved more kept viewers glued the
entire time. Even more shocking, Ben actually admitted
to JoJo his love for Lauren. As soon as those words came
out, my jaw dropped, sure that there was some mistake

in the outcome. Ben acknowledged his love for another
woman openly to JoJo, and for some reason, I took that
honesty as a sure sign Ben would choose her. The pair
had yet another emotionally raw conversation. Where
was this from Lauren? Why didn’t she ask the difficult
questions?

Unfortunately, the results were right.

While I do adore Lauren — she is so sweet and genu-
inely loves Ben — I didn’t gather the level of depth so ap-
parent in his and JoJo’s relationship.

With my palms sweaty, knees weak and arms heavy,
I watched Ben say goodbye to JoJo the next morning.
Though my heart — as well as many others’ — broke to
witness her reaction, I did appreciate the pair’s maturity.
More importantly, [ appreciated the respect they showed
one another in the post-interview. Most importantly, I
appreciated JoJo’s nomination as “The Bachelorette” for
next season.

The last good-bye spoken, Ben watched Lauren B.
meet him at the boardwalk. They looked into each
other’s eyes, confessed their love and sealed the deal.
Happily engaged and excited for the years to come, the
former Bachelor and his fiancée left to celebrate, happier
than ever.

Was the show’s 20th season finale really that surpris-
ing? Did itlive up to our expectations as the most dramat-
ic season finale yet? While the episode brought surprises
and kept viewers on edge, it yielded a commonly predict-
ed result. Looking back, I can definitely see Ben’s love for
Lauren develop from day one, and maybe that’s what is
best when looking for a wife. He remains biased and loy-
al to his fiancée throughout the season. With that said, I
did appreciate the finale’s natural outcome.

Contact Kathy Minko at kminko@nd.edu
LAUREN WELDON | The Observer
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CROSSWORD | WILL SHORTZ HOROSCOPE | EUGENIA LAST

Happy Birthday: You'll have to look at every situation you face from many
different angles. Consequences should be examined, and a well-thought-out
plan should be put in place before you jump into action. Slow, methodical
maneuvers will help you move in a direction that will help you secure the
things that mean the most to you. Your numbers are 7, 12, 19, 24, 31, 38, 44.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Acting in haste will lead to unforeseen
problems. Bide your time and plan your strategy before you set foot in the
ring. It’s important to be prepared instead of caught off guard. Do your best
and you’ll have no regrets. %%

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Move forward with poise and confidence.
Look for a different way to handle an ongoing conflict, and you will make
headway. Greater opportunities for personal and professional gains wil be
apparent. Love is in the stars and will bring you peace and happiness. %
*k

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Stick to one task at a time and don’t move

on until you finish what you start. You will be criticized if you are too
permissive or extravagant. Use your skills to make a positive difference in
the world. k%

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Express your likes and dislikes and you will
get results. Your ability to clearly explain situations and circumstances to
others will boost your reputation and put you in a good position when you
need a favor in return. k%

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Get moving. Discipline and hard work should be
your priority and completion your goal. You can bring about positive
changes and make a difference if you are proactive. Making a promise will
strengthen your commitment and dedication. %%

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Look at what you have done and what you
want to achieve, and you will find a way to reach your goals. Expressing
your feelings will help alleviate any tension that is building up and put
uncertainty to rest. sk

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Don’t bend under pressure. A change doesn’t have
to be bad. Put a positive spin on whatever is unfolding around you, and you
will overcome any pitfalls that stand in your way. Make a positive move and
put your own needs first. k%

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Expansion, expression and excitement will fill
your day if you are open to new ideas, concepts and possibilities. Spending
time with someone who offers love, guidance and is willing to share in your
fight will bring you closer together. %¥dk%

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Don’t share personal information or get
involved in secretive groups or plans that could put you in a precarious
position. Stick to a simple and straightforward lifestyle and look out for
poor influences and indulgent pastimes. %%

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Take charge and make a change that will
ease your stress. Spend more time with the people you love, and do the
things that bring you joy. A change of attitude will push you in the right
direction. %%

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): An open and honest look at who you are, what
you’'ve accomplished and where you are heading will help you put things

in perspective and guide you toward an important decision regarding your
future. Follow your heart. k%%

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Do something nice for someone and you will
get something nice in return. Show empathy and understanding, and offer
guidance and positive affirmation that things can change if the right steps
are taken. You can make a difference. Romance is encouraged. %k k%

Birthday Baby: You are precise, detailed and accommodating. You are
flexible and adventuresome.

JUSTADD WATER | JOHN RODDY & ERIC CARLSON SUDOKU | THE MEPHAM GROUP JUMBLE | DAVID HOYT AND JEFF KNUREK

FLING BY SPRING | RILEY MCCURRIE

WORKAREA
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SPORTSAUTHORITY

MLB | YANKEES 2, BLUE JAYS 1

Change hits
Broncos hard

Michael Ivey
Sports Writer

It has been quite a month for
the Denver Broncos.

Last month they defeated
the Carolina Panthers in Super
Bowl 50, 24-10, and were on top
of the football world. Now it
looks like they are free-falling
back down to Earth.

Last Monday, as was ex-
pected, quarterback Peyton
Manning announced his retire-
ment. Despite quarterbacking
his team to a title, Manning
had one of his worst seasons
as a professional last year with
the Broncos, posting career
lows in passing touchdowns
(9), completions (198), and
quarterback rating (67.9).
Manning was sidelined for part
of the year with a foot injury
and replaced by backup Brock
Osweiler, who showed flashes
of brilliance during his time in
relief of Manning and led the
Broncos to five wins in his sev-
en games started. The theory
was Osweiler would step in and
take over the Broncos starting
quarterback job when Manning
retired.

Butin a move that virtu-
ally no one expected, Osweiler
left the Broncos and signed
a four-year, $72 million con-
tract with the Houston Texans
when NFL free agency began
last Wednesday. Suddenly, the
Broncos quarterback situa-
tion, which had been stable the
previous four years, had been
thrown into flux.

Reports broke out before
Osweiler signed with the
Texans that if he were to leave,
the Broncos were prepared
to attempt to trade for 49ers
quarterback Colin Kaepernick.
But then Kaepernick expressed
a desire to be traded to the
Cleveland Browns and play for
their new coach, Hue Jackson.

Instead of quarterbacking the
defending Super Bowl champi-
ons, Kaepernick said he would
rather play for the Browns.

Then, last Friday, the Broncos
traded a conditional draft pick
to the Philadelphia Eagles
in exchange for quarterback
Mark Sanchez. Yes, that Mark
Sanchez. The quarterback,
most remembered for the infa-
mous “Butt Fumble” play dur-
ing his time with the New York
Jets, who served as a backup for

the Eagles the past two seasons.

Now, the Broncos are cur-
rently negotiating a potential
deal with veteran quarter-
back Ryan Fitzpatrick, who
spent last year as the New
York Jets starting quarterback.
But reports are saying that
Fitzpatrick’s asking price is
“too high” for the Broncos, and
he might sign elsewhere.

That’s right folks. Ryan
Fitzpatrick is considered too
expensive to quarterback
the defending Super Bowl
champions.

But the Broncos have more
problems than just those at
quarterback. Their defense last
year was the best in the league
and considered to be the driv-
ing force behind their Super
Bowl victory. But a few pieces
of that defense have left via
free agency in the last week,
including linebacker Danny
Trevathan who signed with
the Chicago Bears, defensive
end Malik Jackson, who signed
with the Jacksonville Jaguars,
and safety David Bruton, who
signed with the Washington
Redskins.

And the exodus may not be
over just yet. Other key Broncos
who could potentially leave
in free agency are linebackers
Brandon Marshall and Todd
Davis, safety Josh Bush and
guard Evan Mathis.

In a month, the Broncos
went from having a legendary
quarterback and historically-
strong defense leading them to
a Super Bowl victory to having
possibly Mark Sanchez or Ryan
Fitzpatrick leading the offense
and a defense that continues
to be gutted. Hopefully, John
Elway and company know what
they’re doing.

Who knows? Maybe
Fitzpatrick or Sanchez will
step in and operate well in
head coach Gary Kubiak’s
system and lead the Broncos,
with a weaker but still strong
defense, back into Super Bowl
contention.

One thing is for certain
though: No team this year has
had a free agent period quite
like the Denver Broncos have.

Contact Michael Ivey at
mivey@hcc-nd.edu@nd.edu

The views expressed in this
Sports Authority are those of the
author and not necessarily those
of The Observer.

Write Sports.

Email Marek at

mmazurek@nd.edu

Gardner hitless in return;
Yankees beat Toronto 2-1

Associated Press

Brett Gardner went 0 for
2 in his first spring train-
ing game of the year, Starlin
Castro hit a two-run homer
and made a nifty defensive
play and the New York Yankees
beat the Toronto Blue Jays 2-1
Wednesday night.

Gardner played five innings
in left field. He hit a grounder
and struck out in his first game
since bruising his left wrist in
last year’s AL wild-card loss to
Houston.

“The results weren’t great,
but I felt good,” Gardner said.

Castro hit an opposite-
field drive to right off Drew
Hutchison and made a run-
ning grab in shallow right on
Kevin Pillar’s pop fly. Acquired
from the Chicago Cubs in
December, Castro moved from
shortstop to second base last
season and played 38 games at
the position.

“I think he’s doing pretty
good,” Yankees manager Joe
Girardi said. “We've been
pleased with him so far at sec-
ond base. I think he’s done a
really good job, worked ex-
tremely hard. The transition
for him I don’t think is going to
be a problem.”

Hutchison, bidding for the

fifth starter spot, allowed two
runs and four hits in 4 2-3
innings.

“I think I've been throw-
ing the ball well,” Hutchison
said. “I've been accomplish-
ing the things I wanted to
accomplish.”

Nathan Eovaldi struck out
two and walked two over two
hitless innings in his second
spring training appearance
for the Yankees since his sea-
son was cut short after a Sept.
5 start due to right elbow
inflammation.

“My arm felt great,” Eovaldi
said. “I thought my pitches
were good. Worked a lot on the
counts.”

Starting time

Hutchison and Eovaldi also
faced each otherlast Thursday.
The Toronto right-hander al-
lowed a run and three hits in 2
2-3 innings. “He’s looked very
good this spring,” Blue Jays
manager John Gibbons said.
Eovaldi retired all six batters
he faced Thursday.

Trainer’s room

Blue Jays: Marco Estrada
(sore back) was fine, one day
after a minor league game in
which he struck out four in two
innings. Gibbons said it hasn’t

been determined if Estrada’s
next start will be in a minor or
major league game.

Yankees: C Brian McCann
missed his second straight
game with a bruised left
knee but is scheduled to play
Thursday against Pittsburgh.
... Alex Rodriguez said he was
OK after being hit by a pitch on
his left foot during the sixth.

TOBACCO-FREE

The Yankees had a sign
posted in the clubhouse of-
fering nicotine replacement
therapy supplies — gum, loz-
enges or patches — for players
and staff. Smokeless tobacco
is now banned at stadiums in
Boston, San Francisco and Los
Angeles. “It’s not healthy, it’s
dangerous,” said Girardi, who
expects the list of chewing to-
bacco-free stadiums to rise.

Up next

Blue Jays: Toronto has a
split-squad Thursday with
Brad Penny starting against
Houston. Scott Diamond will
face Team Canada.

Yankees: Masahiro Tanaka
will look to extend his spring
training stretch of five shut-
out innings in his third start
Thursday against the Pirates.
Luis Severino also is sched-
uled to pitch.

NBA | HORNETS 107, MAGIC 99

Hornets close strong
homestand with win

Associated Press

The Charlotte Hornets have
proven they’re a good NBA
team at home.

Now they want to show they
can win big games on the
road, beginning Thursday
night against the Miami Heat.

The Hornets closed out a
6-1 homestand by beating
the Orlando Magic 107-99 on
Wednesday behind 26 points
apiece from Marvin Williams
and Nicolas Batum.

“The homestand was huge,”
Williams said. “Guys were
really looking forward to it.
We've got to take this show
back on the road and hope-
fully we can play with the
same intensity.”

The Hornets (38-29) have
15 games left, but only five
at home. So they’ll have to be
solid on the road if they plan
to clinch a second playoff
berth in three seasons.

Charlotte is 26-10 at home
this season and would like to
land home-court advantage
for a playoff series.

That is what makes the
Heat game so big.

The Hornets are one game
behind Miami for the fourth-
best record in the Eastern
Conference. Miami holds a
2-1 series lead, so there are
potential tiebreaker implica-
tions at stake.

“If you look at the last
10 years, 75 percent of the
home teams win in the first
round,” Hornets coach Steve
Clifford said. “The only seed-
ing that’s not where the home
team didn’t win the most was
the 4-5. ... We have to con-
centrate. That to me is the
carrot.”

Williams added nine re-
bounds and four 3-pointers,
while Batum had nine assists
and seven rebounds for the
Hornets, who have won 14 of
their last 17. Cody Zeller had
his fourth double-double of
the season with 13 points and
13 rebounds.

Kemba Walker chipped
in with 16 points and eight
rebounds.

The Hornets led by as many
as 26 in the second half after
starting the game missing 11
of its first 12 3-pointers.

The Hornets didn’t let up,

pushing the lead to 18 at the
break behind Batum’s 16 first-
half points and eight assists.

Orlando cut the lead to 105-
99 with less than 2 minutes
left, with Andrew Nicholson
taking over in the low post
and Devyn Marble knock-
ing down a pair of 3s. But
Victor Oladipo missed a pull-
up jumper from 18 feet and
Batum scored on a layup to
push the lead to eight and es-
sentially seal the victory.

“They just kind of turned
it up on both ends,” Magic
coach Scott Skiles said. “They
started getting real aggressive
offensively and driving the
ball and that led to spread-
ing the floor and making 3s.
Defensively they kind of got
up, gotinto us and during that
stretch we missed some good
looks, too. We just flat missed
them.

“You have to be able to put
your foot down and some-
body’s got to make a big bas-
ket for you or a big defensive
play and kind of get a run go-
ing of your own. This is some-
thing we've really struggled
with.”
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NBA | WARRIORS 121, KNICKS 85

Belles get off to a
strong start

Observer Staff Report

The Belles (8-3) returned
from their spring break trip
to Clermont, Florida with
eight wins in a total of 11
games.

Saint Mary’s started the
week on a strong note with
three consecutive wins.
The Belles took down Saint
Joseph’s (Maine) on March 6
in an 11-2 rout and went on
to beat Bethany by a score
of 7-1 later that day. The
Belles maintained a con-
sistently strong offensive
presence, while also hold-
ing their opponents to a to-
tal of three runs on the first
day of games. Four players
had multiple hits against
Bethany (4-8), led by soph-
omore Makenzie Duncan,
who went 3-3, including a
two-run home-run. Senior
catcher Jillian Busfield led
the Belles’ offense against
Saint Joseph’s (5-5), knock-
ing in two RBIs.

Sophomore pitcher Mary
Green got the 11-5 win
against Ohio Wesleyan on
March 7, while the offense
was spurred forward by an
early charge. The Belles
scored five runs in the first
inning with the aid of a wild
pitch.

The Belles’ first loss of the
week came later that day to
Wittenberg, falling 7-4. The
Belles’ starting pitcher, se-
nior Sarah Burke, gave up
five earned runs over the
course of her six innings,
including two home runs.
The Belles entered the sev-
enth inning down by six, and
were able to make a three-
run charge, but the deficit
proved to be too much to
overcome.

Saint Mary’s bounced back
from the loss, completely
controlling its first game
the following day. The Belles
faced off against Lancaster
Bible and dominated, win-
ning 11-0. Pitchers Jessica
Alberts, a sophomore, and
freshman Zoe Bruni, put up
a strong showing, giving up
a total of one hit. The team
got off to a quick start offen-
sively, scoring three times
in the first inning. However,
they broke the game open in

third inning, scoring seven
runs off of doubles by soph-
omores Jamie Young and
Kelsey Richards.

The Belles’ second game
of the day was more closely
contested, but they were
able to outlast Misericordia
8-7. Three players had multi-
ple hits in the game, but the
crucial difference was the
Belles’ ability to close out
innings. They left only three
players on base, compared
to the Cougars’ eight.

Once again, the Belles be-
gan the next day by domi-
nating Cornell College 8-0
and finished the day with a
come-from-behind victory
against the Sage Colleges,
6-5. Against the Rams (6-4),
the Belles’ nine hits result-
ed in six earned runs. Saint
Mary’s’ starting pitcher,
sophomore Morgan Raymer,
gave up one hit in her five
innings. In the second game,
the Gators (3-7) entered the
bottom of the sixth inning
with a 5-2 lead. However, an
error allowed the Belles to
gain some momentum and
score four runs to take the
lead and win the game.

Thursday brought a dou-
ble-header against Alfred,
which the teams ended up
halving. The Belles took
the first game against the
Saxons (8-4) with a score of
7-5. Duncan scored three
runs and had two RBIs, while
Busfield and senior Kayla
Chapman also drove in two
runs each. The Saxons won
the second game 13-8, but
the Belles’ offense was still
able to maintain its mo-
mentum from the rest of the
tournament. Young drove
in three runs, but the Belles
were plagued by errors in
the sixth inning and gave up
seven runs.

Saint Mary’s finished its
trip with a second consecu-
tive loss, 4-2, in a rematch
with St. Joseph’s. The Belles
offense struggled against
the Monks. Only five Belles
players had hits in the game
and none had multiple hits.

Coming off of their road
trip, the Belles will take on
Wheaton in South Bend at
St. Joseph’s High School at 2
p-m. this Saturday.

Like us on Facebook.
fb.com/ndsmecobserver

Warriors grab 61st win
against reeling Knicks

Associated Press

OAKLAND, Calif. — Stephen
Curry scored 34 points and
the Golden State Warriors ex-
tended their record regular-
season home winning streak to
50 games with a 121-85 victory
over the New York Knicks on
Wednesday night.

Curry shot 8 for 13 from long
range and 12 of 20 from the
floor overall before sitting out
the fourth quarter with his
team up big. The reigning MVP
hit 3-pointers on three straight
possessions late in the first
quarter and on two in a row
at the end of the third as the
Warriors improved to 32-0 at
Oracle Arena this season.

Klay Thompson scored 19
pointswith five 3sand Marreese
Speights added 13 with three 3s
off the bench as Golden State
(61-6) stayed one game ahead
of the 1995-96 Bulls’ pace in
their record 72-win season.

Carmelo Anthony had 18
points, six rebounds and six as-
sists for the Knicks.

Curry banked in an off-bal-
ance 3 as the shot clock expired
late in the third, then hit one
from the baseline moments
later. Already the first player in
NBA history with 300 3s dur-
ing a season, he has 330 with 15

games to go.

Draymond Green, who had
a triple-double at New York on
Jan. 31 in which he made all
nine of his field goals, finished
with six points, 11 rebounds
and 10 assists.

During one stretch, the
Warriors had four 3s in five
trips down the floor late in the
first and made eight straight
shots to build a commanding
lead they never relinquished in
afourth straight victory against
the Knicks. Golden State wound
up 18 for 37 from deep, 48.6
percent.

With his 1,518th 3 late in the
second quarter, Curry moved
past Mike Bibby (1,517) for 24th
place on the NBA career list.

Pressure Cooker

The second time around is
harder, Warriors coach Steve
Kerr knows that much. Even
with his loose, winning bunch.

Everything was a first for
Golden State a year ago, from
winning that elusive champi-
onship for the franchise’s first
title in 40 years during Kerr’s
first season as coach.

All the records this season
and pressure to win another
trophy while getting every
team’s best each night, it can be
a tough grind for his team.

“This year feels a little more
tiresome,” Kerr said. “It wears
you down. .. Trying to give
them time off at the right time,
trying to keep the practices
short and sweet and not over-
whelming them with too many
film sessions and that kind of
stuff.”

Tip-Ins

Knicks: New York has lost 21
of the last 27 to Golden State.
... The Knicks formally signed
G Tony Wroten but coach Kurt
Rambis said Wroten won'’t join
the team until after the season.
“We’ll see what he can bring in
summer league,” Rambis said.

Warriors: Speights hit two or
more 3s in a game for the fifth
time in his career and fourth
this season. ... F Kevon Looney
had an MRI exam that re-
vealed right hip inflammation.
He won’t go on the upcoming
three-game road trip. “We're
disappointed he’s had a little
setback,” Kerr said. G Andre
Iguodala (sprained left ankle)
and C Festus Ezeli (left knee
surgery) also won't travel. Ezeli
is scheduled to be re-evaluated
next week. ... Golden State plays
at San Antonio on Saturday in
a back-to-back during a quick
three-game road trip and has
lost 32 straight games.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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SMCTENNIS

Irish finish
fourth in Arizona

By MAUREEN SCHWENINGER
Sports Writer

The Irish overcame a weak
start to reach a fourth-place fin-
ish with a score of 10-over par
874 at the Clover Cup in Mesa,
Arizona this past weekend. Irish
head coach Susan Holt said she
was pleased with the experience
of the team’s fifth year hosting
the tournament.

“It was a great opportunity
for us,” Holt said. “We know the
weather is going to be good this
time of year and we can get a
full week of practice in. And it’s
a tournament round as well, so
it’s great to host and be a part of
that.”

The team began with a shaky
first round on Friday. Freshman
Isabella DilLisio was the team’s
top player on day one with a one-
underpar71.Senior captain Talia
Campbell shot a two-over-par 74,
while freshmen Emma Albrecht
and Maddie Rose Hamilton, and
junior Jordan Ferreira all fin-
ished with matching scores of 77.
Holt said her players spent extra
time on the driving range and
putting green following the first
round.

“I think the bright spot was
they did a good job overcoming
the disappointment of the first
round,” Holt said. “We got our-
selves in a hole that was really
tough to dig out of, but I thought
they really made an effort to
do that. They played two more
good rounds, and we had a lot
of good contributions across the
roster.”

The three teams ahead of the
Irish were SMU with a six-under

separated the Sooners and the
Irish. Holt said she considered
the tournament challenging but
doable, but was frustrated with
Notre Dame’s final finish.

“On paper we definitely
should have won the tourna-
ment,” Holt said. “But that’s golf,
you know. We've got really good
players, but we had a hard time
with poor scores ... It happens
[and] it just so happened it all
happened on the same day. We
had a couple kids that took bad
swings on a few holes. We had a
couple kids who would probably
make different decisions as far
as they were planning to attack
the golf course, if they had to do
it over again. The adjustments
were just a little too late.”

Campbell had her fourth top-
10 finish of the season, comingin
at ninth place with an even-par
216. Hamilton closed strong for
the Irish with a pair of birdies on
her last two holes, and hit a 69 on
the final round to rise to a 17th-
place tie at four-over par 220.

Looking ahead, Holt said the
team will try to improve before
its next event.

“The goal of the break was to
get good solid practice in, and
I just hope that will start to pay
dividends as we look ahead to
this busy month,” Holt said. “All
of our players have things they
need to work on. We're focusing
on those little things to fine tune
as we get ready for next weekend
atLSuU.”

Notre Damewill go on theroad
again for the LSU Tiger Classic
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana on
Sunday:.

par 858, TCU at a two-over par Contact Maureen

866, and Oklahoma at a nine- Schweninger at

over par 873. Only one stroke mschweni@nd.edu
PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Belles start strong in
Florida over break

By VICTORIA LLORENS
Sports Writer

Saint Mary’s won three of
four contests in a series of
dual matches in Haines City,
Florida over spring break.

In their first match on
March 7 against Ottawa
University, the Belles (6-2)
tied in singles competition at
three games apiece, but lost in
doubles 1-2. Saint Mary’s head
coach Dale Campbell said al-
though the team did not come
out with the win, it displayed
mental toughness in the close
contest.

“In hindsight, that first
match could have gone either
way,” Campbell said. “We lost
a tie-breaker at number three
doubles, and we won a tie-
breaker in singles. So, that
match just came down to a
few points. We also played re-
ally well in some matches and
didn’t have our best game in
others. We feel like our team
was not affected greatly by
the loss, but I think they were
disappointed.

“We feel like we are mental-
ly strong and we have won 11
out of 13 tie-breakers in close
matches, so we are proving to
play well in close situations.”

On March 8, the Belles
proved victorious in an-
other close match against

Oglethorpe. Tied 3-3 af-
ter the singles matches, the
Belles pulled through to win
2-1 in doubles competition.
Campbell said it is close games
like these which are most in-
dicative for the season ahead.

“I think the 5-4 matches
certainly give you some in-
dication [of how the season
will turn out],” Campbell said.
“And maybe those opponents
will be similar to the top teams
in our conference.”

The next day, Saint Mary'’s
defeated Ohio Wesleyan 7-2,
as the Belles were victorious
in all three doubles flights and
four of six singles matches.
The continued development
and chemistry of the doubles
teams is crucial to the team’s
overall play, Campbell said.

“I think it definitely pro-
vides us with momentum go-
ing into singles and it does
show excellent teamwork with
our players which is very im-
portant,” Campbell said.

To wrap up their week,
the Belles added a 7-2 vic-
tory over Bryn Mawr on
March 11. As in the match
against Ohio Wesleyan, the
team won all of its doubles
matches and clinched the vic-
tory by winning 4-2 in singles
competition.

Campbell said the team has
been consistent with their

individual contributions. He
highlighted the play of junior
Samantha Setterblad, as well
as the skills of sophomore
Maddie Minaudo, who earned
the Michigan Intercollegiate
Athletic Association women’s
tennis Player of the Week
award on Monday.

“I think [the team is] about
where 1 thought, but I was
very impressed with Maddie
Minaudo being undefeated
in both singles and doubles,”
Campbell said. “Samantha
Setterblad also won three
matches in tie-breakers, 4-0
in singles, and that was an
impressive performance in a
clutch situation.”

Campbell said he is looking
for continued improvement in
the Belles’ upcoming match
against Augustana.

“We definitely want our dou-
bles teams to set each other
up even more for finishes at
the net, and to play aggressive
as we approach our toughest
opponents,” he said. “We also
want to get better in singles, as
it will be tougher against our
top three or four conference
opponents.”

On Saturday, Saint Mary’s
faces Augustana at the South
Bend Racquet Club at 11 a.m.

Contact Victoria Llorens at
vllorens@nd.edu

NBA | CLIPPERS 122, ROCKETS 106

Redick leads Clippers to
win over Houston

Associated Press

DeAndre Jordan had 23
points and 14 rebounds, and
the Los Angeles Clippers
opened up a large halftime
lead and never relented en
route to a 122-106 victory
over the Houston Rockets on
Wednesday night.

Jordan finished 8 of 8 from
the floor, with six dunks. JJ
Redick added 25 points, in-
cluding 14 in the first quarter,
going 5 of 9 from the 3-point
line.

Chris Paul had 15 points
and 15 assists for the Clippers
(43-24), who shot 56 percent.
Jamal Crawford had 14 points
and seven assists; and Luc
Mbah a Moute, Austin Rivers
and Wesley Johnson each
had 12 points as the Clippers
snapped a two-game skid.

James Harden led Houston
(34-34) with 33 points. Michael
Beasley had 16 points and
eight rebounds off the bench
for the Rockets, who shot 49
percent.

Trevor Ariza also had 16

points for Houston, which was
9 of 25 on 3-pointers and shot
71 percent from the free throw
line.

Trailing 101-77 with 11 min-
utes left in the game, Houston
outscored the Clippers 23-
10 to cut the lead to 11 on
Montrezl Harrell’s dunk with
4:34 left. However, Redick an-
swered with a 3-pointer with
3:40 remaining to push the
lead back to 14 and Houston
got no closer than 12 the rest
of the way.

The Clippers started the
second quarter with a 21-7
spurt to open a 56-33 lead
with 6:45 left in the half on
Rivers’ 3-pointer. Crawford
and Johnson each had six
points in the run.

Los Angeles pushed the lead
to as many as 24 and led 72-50
at the half. The 72 points were
the most the Clippers have
scored in a half this season.

Tip-ins

Clippers: Paul Pierce scored
seven points in 18 minutes.
Pierce had missed the previous

three games with a sore right
big toe. . Los Angeles signed
center Jeff Ayres for the rest of
season, the team announced
Wednesday. The Clippers’
last loss in the second night of
a back-to-back was Dec. 19 at
Houston.

Rockets: Jason Terry had 11
points. . Dwight Howard had
six points and seven rebounds.
. Houston gave away James
Harden “Weird Beards” to
the first 15,000 fans. The fake
beard was colored pink and
was given away with gummy
candy shaped beards.

Hack-a-jordan

Houston started fouling
Jordan with two minutes to
go in the first half and he went
3 of 6 from the line. Houston
fouled Jordan again with 7:46
left in the third quarter, and
Jordan made both.

Up next

Clippers: Travel to Memphis
on Saturday.

Rockets: Host Minnesota on
Friday.
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response. “A goal of ours is
to get better every day. And
it might be simplistic, but
it’s something that we've
really focused on, and the
girls to their credit are the
ones that show up every day
thinking about, ‘How can [
improve a piece of my game?
How can we improve a piece
of our holistic approach?/
and I think that’s something
we have been able to hang
our hat on.”

As for Notre Dame’s op-
ponent, the Cavaliers (4-4,
0-2 ACC) have trended in the
opposite direction lately,
losing three straight games
— the most recent a double-
overtime defeat at the hands
of No. 4 North Carolina.
Halfpenny said Virginia has
had younger players move
into larger roles this season.

“They graduated a lot,”
Halfpenny said. “That said,
they’ve had no problem with
kids stepping up, putting up
numbers for them as well as
kids that were younger last
year that are stepping into
the bigger roles.”

While in the eyes of most,
Notre Dame is led by its
two Tewaarton Award can-
didates — junior attack
Cortney Fortunato, who
leads the nation with 31
goals, and graduate student
defender Barbara Sullivan,
who is second in the country

with 30 forced turnovers —
Halfpenny said this Irish
squad is a collective effort.

“Every member of this
32-player team — and I
would say all the way down
to every staff member that’s
been involved, anyone that
has had five minutes with
this group has a great handle
on the desire, the determi-
nation and the drive behind
this unit,” she said.

While she has a veteran
unit, the Irish head coach
praised her freshman class
for contributing to this
team’s identity.

“Every class has brought
something special,”
Halfpenny said. “I just
overheard someone say the
freshmen ignited this pas-
sion because they love the
game so much and their
naive bliss. [It] got the
seniors even more excited
about their ultimate goal,
which is to get to the Final
Four, to get farther than this
program has gotten in their
time.”

Saturday’s game carries
more meaning than the
result for Notre Dame or
Virginia, as the Irish are set
to host their first Friends
of Victoria Game, raising
awareness for relationship
violence.

The Friends of Victoria
foundation honors Victoria
McManus, senior defender
Katherine McManus’ sister,
who was murdered by her
ex-boyfriend in 2014, giving

Notre Dame a way to rally
around a teammate’s family.

“l think it’s really huge,”
Halfpenny said of the event.
“Obviously, Katherine
McManus, being a senior
for us and many of us liv-
ing through one of the worst
tragedies anyone — friend,
sister, daughter, mother
— could even imagine. We
were all affected by the trag-
edy and the relationship vi-
olence that took someone’s
life [from] us, so for us to
rally around Katherine, this
is part of us giving back to
the McManus family for so
much they’ve given us, re-
ally, by giving us Katherine
for four years.”

GreeNDot and the One
Love Foundation, found-
ed to celebrate the life of
Virginia women’s lacrosse
player Yeardley Reynolds
Love, who was murdered
by her ex-boyfriend in
2010, will also be involved
in Saturday’s game, which
starts at 2 p.m. McManus
was the recipient of the
foundation’s 2015 award,
which is presented to col-
lege lacrosse’s unsung hero.

“For us, this is all about
education, it’s all about
awareness, it’s all about
support,” Halfpenny said.
“So we’re really excited
about our inaugural event
and this becoming a yearly
and annual thing for us.”

Contact Alex Carson at
acarsonl@nd.edu

CAITLYN JORDAN| The Observer

Senior attack Kiera McMullan carries the ball during Notre Dame’s 14-4 win over Colorado on Feb. 26. at
Arlotta Stadium. McMullan has 11 goals and five assists so far this season.

EMILY McCONVLLE | The Observer

Irish junior goalie Shane Doss blocks a shot during Notre Dame’s
15-14 victory over North Carolina on April 18 at Arlotta Stadium.
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amount of Virginia’s offense,
which averages 10.86 goals
a game, but against Notre
Dame’s defense, which con-
cedes just 6.2 goals per game,
Virginia will have a tough
time putting the ball in the
net.

Notre Dame will also have
an opportunity to pounce of
Virginia’s suspect defense,
which has allowed 10.7 goals
per game. The Cavaliers have
let their opponents outscore
them through the first three
periods 58-52. Sophomore at-
tack Mikey Wynne and junior
midfielder Sergio Perkovic,
who have scored a combined
26 goals this season, lead
a Notre Dame offense that
has outscored its opponents
54-31.

On the defensive end, the
Irish are led by Doss and se-
nior All-American defense-
man Matt Landis. Doss, who
averages 8.8 saves per game
and collected a USILA Player
of the Week honor after a

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

12-7 victory over Georgetown
on February 20, stressed
the importance of learning
from the team’s mistakes. In
their double-overtime loss to
Denver, Doss said the Irish
failed to capitalize on their
opportunities, and he under-
stands making the same mis-
takes against a conference
opponent could prove prob-
lematic on Saturday.

“We’ve gone over our mis-
takes and looked at the spe-
cifics of what went wrong,
but overall, we feel that
we just didn’t make quite
enough plays to win the
game against Denver,” Doss
said. “We will probably get
a chance to play them again
down the road so, for now,
we are moving on to Virginia
and continuing to try to get
better every day.”

Notre Dame, who has not
lost back-to-back games
since it lost two straight to
Syracuse and Duke in 2014,
will host Virginia on Saturday
at 6 p.m. at Arlotta Stadium.

Contact Manny De Jesus at
mdejesus@nd.edu
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ND WOMEN’S SWIMMING

Irish travel to Atlanta for
NCAA championship

By MICHAELIVEY
Sports Writer

Notre Dame is set to com-
pete in the women’s NCAA
Swimming and Diving
Championship this week-
end at the Georgia Tech
Campus Recreation Center
in Atlanta. The champion-
ship meet will take place
over a three day period be-
ginning on Thursday.

A total of four Notre
Dame athletes qualified for
the championship meet:
freshman Ella Moynihan,
sophomore Annie Crea,
and seniors Emma Gaboury
and Lindsey Streepey.

Irish head coach Mike
Litzinger said he was ex-
cited to see so many Notre
Dame athletes qualify for
the meet.

“Our group is thrilled to
represent Notre Dame at
the 2016 NCAA Swimming
and Diving Championship,”
Litzinger said. “The se-
lection process for swim-
mers is exceptionally hard,
as it requires you to be in
the top 30 of all athletes
that compete in that par-
ticular event. Having Ella
Moynihan qualify in both

the 500 [freestyle] and 200
[freestyle] as a freshman
bodes very well for our
team and its future. On the
diving side, Coach Caiming
Xie did a fantastic job hav-
ing a record three divers
make the meet.”

Litzinger said he hoped
having so many divers
qualify would have a posi-
tive impact on the future of
the team.

“It certainly is a historic
moment for our program,”

Litzinger said. “Our se-
niors Emma [Gaboury] and
Lindsey |[Streepey] have

carried the program all
year, and Annie [Crea] will
only gain more experience
for the future.”

The three divers earned

their berths last week
after competing in the
NCAA qualifier meet in
West Lafayette, Indiana.

Streepey finished in sixth
and Gaboury finished in
seventh in the women’s
one-meter dive event, while
Gaboury and Crea finished
in fourth and sixth, re-
spectively, in the women’s
three-meter dive event.

qualifier meet, as she
had qualified last month
at the ACC Swimming
Championship, but
Litzinger said he is not
worried about the long
period between competi-
tions negatively affecting
Moynihan.

“Not competing for two
weeks will not affect Ella,”
Litzinger said. “She has
been training at a high lev-
el, and will be ready. The
divers are coming off their
regional qualifying meet
and are fresh.”

Litzinger said he knows
the competition at the
NCAAs will be tough, con-
sidering the best swimmers
and divers will be there.

“Competing at this meet
is very different, as it be-
comes a meet of individual
achievement,” Litzinger
said. “Not very many teams
can field a full squad, as
the qualifying is so diffi-
cult. The reality is, if you
have an opportunity, you
need to take full advantage
of it. If you do, you will be
in great shape.”

Contact Michael Ivey at
mivey@hcc-nd.edu

Moynihan did not
compete in the NCAA
PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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cleared the right field wall
and then some. It was the
freshman’s second colle-
giate home run and served
as a response to Bollinger’s
first-inning double.

“I got jammed a little bit,”
Stutts said. “I was thinking
away and I just reacted to it.
I'm just happy to get some-
thing started for the team to
beat them. ...

“Right field was pretty
rough. You had the sun and
the wind. You just try to get
as many reps as you can in
batting practice and just
hope they stay in the yard
when you're on defense.”

Junior second baseman
Cavan Biggio and soph-
omore left fielder Jake

Johnson followed Stutts with
back-to-back singles, and se-
nior designated hitter Ricky
Sanchez brought them both
home with a line drive dou-
ble to right that got pushed
by the wind all the way to
the wall.

By the end of the fourth,
the Irish led 7-1 and had
knocked Toledo’s starting
pitcher, senior Kyle Slack,
out of the game.

Hearne, meanwhile, did
not need nearly as much run
support as he was provided
by his teammates. Following
his wild first inning, he went
on to retire 12 of the next 13
batters he faced, allowing no
hits over that period of time.
He was rewarded with his
first win of the season and
first decision in 11 months
after undergoing Tommy
John surgery early last year.

“I noticed the umpire was
giving a little bit more on
the edge of the plate, and I
started hitting that a little
bit,” Hearne said. “They
were taking it, so I was tak-
ing what they were giving
me and getting a lot more
swings and misses on my
changeup outside of the
zone after that.”

Even Hearne benefited
from the gusty weather,
as he posted a career-high
seven strikeouts by utiliz-
ing its effect on some of his
pitches.

“My changeup was really
moving and the wind was
helping it out a lot,” Hearne
said. “It was going with my
tail. I was also locating my
fastball really well. They re-
ally set each other up.”

But the Irish did not rely
solely on wind power to
claim the win. Notre Dame
manufactured six of its 10
runs with a combination of
singles, wild pitches, stolen
bases, sacrifices and errors.

In the top of the second,
freshman center fielder Matt
Vierling started things off by
slapping a hard grounder up
the middle that Toledo soph-
omore second baseman Matt
Hansen bobbled, allowing
him to reach first.

Richards followed with a
soft line drive to right field,
Lidge advanced both run-
ners on a ground out to third
base, and Stutts lofted an
easy fly ball to center field
that scored Vierling.

With two outs, freshman
third baseman Cole Daily
drew a walk to put a man on
first and second, and Biggio
took advantage with a single
to right, scoring Richards
and sending Daily to third.
The next batter, Johnson
struck out to end the inning,
but not before Slack buried a
pitch that got past the catch-
er for Daily to race home for
an insurance run.

In the bottom of the sixth,
freshman Nick Podkul, who
came in as a defensive re-
placement for Daily in the
top of the inning, ripped a
single up the middle, stole
second and then advanced
to third on a fly out from
Biggio. He came around to
score on a single by Johnson,
who then made it to third
on a single to right field by
Sanchez and crossed the
plate after Vierling chopped
a groundball that hand-
cuffed the shortstop for an
error.

“That was a kid, Slack, who
doesn’t walk a lot of people,”
Aoki said. “We managed to
get two walks and a hit-by-
pitch, so we made them earn
their outs. Our at-bats up
and down [the lineup] were
really good. Our quality at-
bats, which is something we
track, was probably as high
as it’s been since we were at
down at Incarnate Word [on
Feb. 27].”

The Irish only have one day
off as they travel to Raleigh,
North Carolina, for a three-
game series against ACC
foe North Carolina State
this weekend. First pitch on
Friday is scheduled for 6:30
p.m.

Contact Greg Hadley at
ghadley@nd.edu

Follow us on Twitter.
(@0ObserverSports
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MEN’S LACROSSE

Notre Dame strives for conference win

By MANNY DE JESUS
Sports Writer

After suffering its first loss
of the season to No. 1 Denver
on Sunday, No. 2 Notre Dame
will look to rebound in its
first conference matchup of
the season against Virginia
on Saturday.

The Irish (4-1, 0-0) will face
a Cavaliers (3-4, 0-1) squad
that has struggled to get off
to a fast start this season.
Despite wins against Drexel,
University of Pennsylvania
and Saint Joseph’s, losses to
Loyola Maryland, High Point,
Syracuse and Cornell have
dropped the once-ranked
Cavaliers out of both the
coaches and media polls.

Even with the Cavaliers’
rough start, Notre Dame’s
history with Virginia should
diminish any thoughts of
overlooking the Cavaliers. In
nine meetings, the Irish have
gone4-5againstthe Cavaliers
but have managed to win the
last three contests, includ-
ing a 12-10 win in the NCAA
quarterfinals in 2012. Led by
its second-ranked scoring

defense, Notre Dame will
look to make it four consecu-
tive wins against Virginia.

Junior goalie Shane Doss
said the team’s defensive
success against Virginia
will come from scouting the
Cavaliers’ offensive game
plan.

“Virginia has a lot of talent-
ed guys who know how to put
the ball in the net, and our
jobis tojust get a feel for their
tendencies and the looks
they try to create for their of-
fense,” Doss said. “However,
in the end, we know that if
we play our game to the best
of our ability, it doesn’t mat-
ter who is on the other side of
the field.”

The Cavaliers are led by
senior attack James Pannell,
who has recorded 12 goals
and seven assists so far this
season. Junior midfielder Zed
Williams has tallied 12 goals
and two assists, and sopho-
more attack Mike D’Amario
has scored 10 goals, while tal-
lying an assist. These three
have produced a significant

see M LAX PAGE 14

EMILY McCONVLLE | The Observer

Irish junior midfielder Sergio Perkovic stares down an advancing player during Notre Dame’s 15-14

victory over North Carolina on April 18 at Arlotta Stadium.

BASEBALL | ND 10, TOLEDO 3

ND WOMEN'’S LACROSSE

Irish succeed in
home opener

By GREG HADLEY

Senior Sports Writer

Wind whipping up to 40
miles per hour and tempera-
tures in the mid-50s doesn’t
qualify as good baseball
weather by most people’s
standards.

But those conditions were
just about perfect for Notre
Dame on Wednesday, as the
Irish (7-8, 0-3 ACC) kicked
off their home schedule at
Frank Eck Stadium with a
10-3 win over Toledo.

It was a group effort for
Irish head coach Mik Aoki’s
squad, as nine different bat-
ters combined for 12 hits and
five pitchers scattered six
hits and three runs among
them. Those 12 hits marks
the second-highest total for
Notre Dame this season.

“Overall, our bats were
good, we played it clean de-
fensively and we pitched
pretty well,” Aoki said. “ ...
Our kids were swinging at
the right pitches.”

Early on, however, nature
was not kind to the Irish, as
the wind helped the Rockets
(2-14-1, 0-0 MAC) take the
first lead of the game.

In the top of the first,
Toledo sophomore first
baseman Dalton Bollinger
cracked what would have
normally been a lazy fly ball
to right-center field. Instead,
it caught a gust and bounced
over the wall for a ground-
rule double that scored se-
nior shortstop Deion Tansel,
who had reached on a single.

From there, Toledo load-
ed the bases as Irish se-
nior right-hander Michael
Hearne hit one batter and
walked another to load the
bases. However, he rallied
with two strikeouts to strand
all three runners.

But the wind returned
the favor in the bottom of
the fourth, as the Irish col-
lected four runs on four
hits. Senior shortstop Lane
Richards began the inning
with a line drive that crested
into the right-center gap for
a triple, then scored on an
RBI groundout from junior
catcher Ryan Lidge.

Freshman right fielder
Connor Stutts followed with
a mammoth blast pushed
along by a breeze that

see BASEBALL PAGE 15

ND fights for more than a
victory in UVA game

Junior attack Cortney Fortunato advances the ball upfield during

Notre Dame’s 14-4 win over Colorado on Feb. 26. at Arlotta Stadium.

CAITLYN JORDAN | The Observer

By ALEX CARSON

Assistant Manaing Editor

A contrast of styles be-
tween No. 5 Notre Dame’s
fast-paced approach and
No. 12 Virginia’s methodi-
cal one will be on display
Saturday when the two
clash in an ACC game at
Arlotta Stadium.

“They present that dis-
ciplined and patient game
plan, especially against
our team that likes to play
fast,” Irish head coach
Christine Halfpenny said.
“But that said, our aggres-
sive style and our high-
pressure style, we feel
matches up really nicely
against that patient look.”

The Irish (8-1, 2-1 ACC)
ride a three-game win-
ning streak into the con-
test, an answer to a March
5 double-overtime loss
at No. 6 Louisville which
highlights the team’s
commitment to constant
improvement, Halfpenny
said.

“I'm really pleased,” she
said of her team’s

see W LAX PAGE 14



