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Death’s Final Conquest.

The glories of our birth and state

_ Are shadows, not substantial things ;

There is no armor against fate :

Death lays his icy hands on kings;

Sceptre and crown
Must tumble down,

And in the dust be equal made

With the poor crooked scythe and spade.

Some men may reap the field,
And plant fresh laurels where they kill ;
But their strong nerves at last must yield,
They tame but one another still ;
Early or late,
They stoop to fate,
And must give up their murmuring breath,
When they, pale captives, creep to death,

The garlands wither on your brow,
Then boast no more your mighty deeds ;
Upon Death’s purple altar, now,
Sce where the victor victim bleeds
All heads must come
To the cold fomb
Ouly the actions of the just.

Smell sweet and blossom in the dust. .
—Sirley.

-

Discoveries.

EpiTor SfcHOLASTIC:—While giving all due praise to
the learned essays that have lately appeared in the ScHoO-
LASTIC on the subject of ¢ American Antiquities,” I would
respectfully submit that there is but one discovery of
America, that by Columbus. There was some approach
to steamboat-making before Falton—but Fulton is the in-
ventor; men came very near discovering the telegraph be-
fore Morse—but Morse is the inventor. Towards every
great discovery made by mankind there is a long series of
approaches, some men even stumbling on or over the sub-
lime secret, until finally there comes a man of genius and
greatness of soul, appointed by Providence in His own
good time; this man, as if in & fury of inspiralion, seizes
upon every clue of knowledge, turns every ray of light
upon one focus—and, lo! the prize of ages is in his posses-
sion. . .

Had Columbus discovered America, as Cabral did Brazil,
by being accidentally blown across the Atlantic; or,as the
Northman did Nova Scotia, by accidentally losing his way
in & fog; or, as the first Indian perhaps did Alaska, by be-
ing driven over the ice by a relentless foe,—then indeed
would the discovery of our land be a mere question of

priority in stumbling, and the honor of the first stumbler
might be contended for by the Esquimaux, the Peruvians,
and the Patagonians. Baut the honor of Columbus is that
his discovery was the verification of a seientific problem,
already solved in his mind before Isabella pledged her
jewels in sign of her faith in his deductions; the real dis-

covery of America was made years before those three .

small ships ventured from the port of Palos.

The investigation of the remains of the Mound Builders
and other carly races on this continent, thé history of ac-
cidental discoveries made by Irish, Welsh and Scandina-

‘| vian navigators, as well as the traditions of the Greeks,

Romans and Pheenicians concerning a remote krowledge
of Americs, may be of interest, as indeed they are, from
antiquarian and historical, as also perhaps philological and
religious points of view—but nothing that shall ever be
learned from these studies can change the fact that it is to
the genius of Columbas the world owes its knowledge of
this western land.

The true fame of a discoverer depends on two things,
first the gepius displayed in making the discovery, and
second the intrinsic and practical value of the discovery
itself. Herschel discovered the planet Uranus, and Lever-

‘rier discovered the planet Neptune. The actual valae of

Herschel's discovery is perhaps greater than Leverrier’s,
since Uranus is nearer to us, and its movements conse-
quently of more importance than Neptune’s. Yet the dis-
covery of Neptune is counted one of the most brilliant
feats in the history of Astronomy, while that of Uranus
excites comparatively little remark. Why? Ervidently
because Herschel accidentally came across Uranus while he
was sweeping the heavens with his monster telescope—it
came in his way, and, having eyes, he saw the planet.
Leverrier, however, weighed the known planets, and de-
termined by patient and unerring calculation that another
planet was needed to preserve the balance of the heavens.
He wrote to a friend of his who had a telescope, told him
the point in the heavens where the new planet 1ay concealed,
and, lo! there it was. That was a true Columbian discovery,
not the result of accident, but of an almost divine pre-
science. In the order of intelligence, to know what will
be is greater than to know what is.

Another example will illustrate this. In 1849, Col. Sut- .

ter discovered gold in Californig, one of the most impor-
tant discoveries of recent times. Col. Satter, it would
seem, ought to be a famous man, yet his name is hardly
remembered ; still there is nothing unjust in this, for his
discovery was a mere accident. How different would it
have been had he by skill in geology and mineralogy pre-
dicted the finding of the precious metal, and organized a
plan for the important discovery! The honors which

mankind delight to bestow are those that are won by ex.-
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cellence in the moral and intellectual world; and it is the
glory of human nature and the sign of our immortality that
these are the only honors that survive the waste of time,
and even grow brighter with the years.

Two geographical discoveries surpass all others in his-
tory, the doubling of the Cape by Vasco de Gama and the
passage of the Atlantic by Columbus. The latter is the
supreme human achievement in this line, being one of the

five or six controlling events in human affairs,
8. B.

-

. "Ancient Scandinavia.

The history of many of the peoples who ages ago in-
habited the northern parts of the European continent is
almost clouded in oblivion. The reminiscences which the
history of ancient Scandinavia can add to those of the
other Germanic tribes, though they are of a somewhat later
period, nevertheless are clothed in the most antique char-
acter. From the history of this country we can form a
better idea of the manners and customs which existed
before the Roman influence had taken its spread. As one
of their own historians has remarked, their internal or so-
cial history resembles the physical nature of their country.
In the north, as all well know, the geologist can read the
book of nature without any trouble, but as he comes

south he finds it covered with later alluvia. Here he must’

first remove the more modern deposits if he wishes to
understand thoroughly the primitive state., In this com-
parison the Swedish historian, Geizer, has given great in-
sight into many points which have a connection not only
with his own country but also with Denmark and Norway.
He has laid open to us the manners, customs, and relig-
ious rites of the numerous hordes of barbarians who in-
habited the North, and who in the course of time moved
down like a mighty avalanche, ultimately subverting the
Roman Empire. They, however, in their turn succumbed
to the influence of Roman civilization. Their influence,
such as it was, combined with the civilizing principles of
Catholicity, gave a grand and new inpulse to the moral
civilization of the world. The Teutons, Saxons, Franks,
Longobards, Germans and Goths were all akin ip the prin-
ciples of their language, customs and institutions. It is
a subject worthy of some thought to those persons or peo-
ples who have sprung from these ancient Scandinavians
and in whose veins runs the admixture of Northern blood.

The question, Who were the earliest inhabitants of Scan-
dinavia? is one more easily asked than answered. In
many of the Greek and Roman writers there is frequently
made mention of the people who dwelt at the ends of the
earth, and these are supposed to be Scandinavians. These
allusions are vague, and give nothing definite; however,
the many conflicting opinions which many writers have
put forth are founded on the testimony of these writers.
There is no doubt that the people of Scandinavia belong
to the great Gothic-Germanic stock, but when we begin to
seek any farther into their origin we become confused.
The opinion which assigns priority to the Goths, is one
which is greatly disputed. Some modern writers give a
very early date as the time when the Goths became known
in Scandinavia, but by others the time of their migration is
assigned to more recent times. The Eddas are the earliest
records of Scandinavian mythology, and are believed to
contain not only the theogony and cosmogony of this
people, but also the traditions respecting the first inhabi-

tants. The Asas or gods are represented as being in per-
petual warfare with gigantic beings, called Thurser, Jetter,
and Jonter.. These so-called gods were, in all probability,
the earliest settlers, to whom great reverence was paid.
However, these persons are not believed to represent the
people in possession of this land before the arrival of the
Goths from their original cradle in the centre of Asia.
There are discernible traces of three different peoples, or
at least grades of civilization. The most noted of the
archaological monuments of ancient Scandinavian history
are the graves. These queer structures are found scattered
in every portion of the land. The difference in structure,
the manner in which the bodies are disposed and the
weapons found in these fumuli, give us reason to make the
distinction of three periods, viz.: the age of Stone, the age
of Bronze, and the age of Iron. These three ages of
Scandinavian history are named from the material chiefly
in use in making their weapons. The graves, or mounds,
as they may be called, are not the same in all parts of the
country. In the southern parts the age of stone is more
prevalent. From the fact that those ancient relics of this
race of people are found to begin in the south and some-
what eastern part of the country, we are led to conjecture
that the migration came from the East, the direction of the
land of the primitive Goth. These sepulchres are some
of large, others of smaller dimensions. They are formed
of large slabs, which on the outer side are rough and ir-
regular, but on the inner side are sometimes quite smooth.
In the smaller kind, the entrance is generally marked
by small compact stones. In the larger kind the entrance
is in an improved condition, being guarded by one large
stone. Some of these tombs will measure on the inner
side 400x40x16. Many of them are divided into compart-
ments, in each of which was placed one body. The cover-
ing slab is generally large, and by some this was con-
sidered as an altar on which human victims were immo-
lated. This, however, may be doubted, since in many of
them this slab is quite pointed on the upper side. In
some of these tombs the bones are in confused masses, from
which we infer that they were buried in their natural state.
There are also found utensils, such as flint spears, fish-
ing tackle, etc., which show they had not advanced to any
very high degree of civilization. Some rude specimens of
pottery are also found. We can see that the race were
not altogether nomadic, but settled, as the number of
bones found in some of these tombs prove. In those sep-
ulchres there are found the remains of many species of
animals, such as the horse, fox, elk, etc., which in our time
are not found within a great distance of this region.

There i3 also another source from which we can draw
great information of this people, separated from us by at
least thirty centuries: I mean the bogs. In the times of
these people, those bogs must have been great marshes,
and during the lapse of so many centuries have been car-
bonized. These marshes now yield up their contents,
which reveal to man facts of great importance. In many

of these beds are found the bodies of human beings, pre- -

served in an almost perfect state by a chemical operation
of the bog-water. The remains are clothed in untanned
hides of animals then inhabiting these regions. These
hides are sewed together in & loose manuer by straps of the
hide itself. Although these antiquities may suffice to give
us some idea of the state of civilization -to which the
people had arisen, yet it in no way affords us any certain
motive of conjecturing who were the original inhabitants.
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The Finns and Celts were the two great races of this part of
the continent. To neither of these can we trace in any de-
gree the origin of the Scandinavians. From what Tacitus
tells us of the manners and customs of the Finnic people,
and from what we have learned of the manners and cus.
toms of the Scandinavians, some antiquarians say we can
conjecture the identity of race. "To this, others make some
very strong objections, saying that from the fact that we
find many utensils of the ancient Scandinavians similar to
those of the Finnic races, we make too bold an assertion
when we say that the Scandinavians are of Finnic origin,
without any argument to substantiate it. For we see in
America many of those same utensils which are found in
the Scandinavian tombs and bogs. We find them also in
the Polynesian Islands. But could we be so rash as to as-
sert that the inhabitants of these places were all of Finnic
origin? From the fact that we find these utensils in almost
every country, we may rather conciude that civilization
follows, as it were, a fixed rule. There are now many

- things which militate against the hypothesis that the an-

cient Scandinavians were of Finnic origin; for we have
seen that the Scandinavians were not a nomad race, but
when the Finns were compelled to leave their lands, situ-
ated further south, and seek a settlement further north,
they left behind them no such sepulchral monuments as
we find among the Scandinavians; and consequently we
must conclude that the latter were not of Finnic origin.
Nor can we in any way suppose they were of Celtic origin,
for the manners and customs cf the Celts, to a great extent,
were wholly opposed to those which we know were char-
acteristic of the Scandinavians. Among the Celts the cus-
tom of concremation prevailed. They bullt no sepulchres,
nor any structures to preserve the bodies of their dead. Even
in the western parts of Europe, the land of the Celts, there
are found traces of some of the Scandinavian people who
had migrated into those parts while the Celts still in.
habited them. In many other places on the continent
where many Celtic tribes dwelt for a long time, there are
found no traces which would afford us any reason to be-
lieve that the Celts were the progenitors of the Scandina-
vians. As a general conclusion, from these few remarks
on the first age, the Age of Stone, we may conclude that
the original settlers of the Scandinavian peninsula were
neither of Celtic nor Finnic origin.

The second age of Scandinavian history, known as the
Age of Bronze,—so called from the very prevalent use of
this metal in manufacturing their implements,—opens to
our view some of the progress which this people had
made in the social habits of life. Among the antiqui-
ties of this age we find weapons resembling swords, or
rather the modern sickles, combs, pots, and in some places
a rough imitation of the shields. They no longer clad
themselves in the untanned hides of wild animals, but there
are found some specimens of woollen cloth of different
grades. The swords are not very long—about two feet;
they are double-edged, and are so formed as to be easily
wiclded. Sometimes they are found in a case resembling
a scabbard. There are also found many ornaments
which the young ladies of that time were accustomed to
wear, such as amber ornaments, neck-chains, brooches and
rings. One of the characters which distinguish this age
from the Age of Stone, is the mode of burial. In many of
the tumulé there are found cinerary urns, in which the body
wasburned. Theyare enclosed in a sarcophagusofa rough
kind. The sarcophagi are generally placed on elevations,

and are found in most instances to be directed towards
the ocean. These sarcophagi, as I have said, are roughly
made, being formed from irregular blocks, and the whole
covered with earth. It would seem that in this age they
did not pay so much respect to the dead as they did in
the former. In order to bring about this change many cen-
turies must have elapsed, since among all barbarous or
semi-civilized peoples the manner of burying the dead is
most tenaciously held to. The change cannot be effected
in a year, or in ten years, unless they are subjugated by a
people who have a different mode of burial. Denmark
and Southern Sweden are the parts in which the second
age made the greatest progress. Some antiquarians in
studying this age have found in many of the sarcophagi
relics of the Age of Stone. From this, with too little consid-
eration, they form the supposition that the people must
have been divided into & richer and poorer class. . This
supposition seems to have no foundation whatever. For
if the tombs in which the richer classes were buried can
only be conjectured from the fact that we find those orna-
ments of bronze and gold in them, it does not seem con-
sistent that the poorer classes could afford to bury in
tombs which required a vaster amount of labor. It isan
evident fact that the people of this second age were given
to war. That they must have made great progress in
naval tactics is evident from the great quantity of bronze,
an alloy of copper and tin, which they made use of
In all the researches which modern antiquarians have
made, they have found no traces of beds of these ores
which could have supplied them with such vast quantities
as they were continually using. From all this we must
conclude that they imported it from some other country.
When the Romans first invaded England, in 55 B. C,, they
remarked that the inhabitants of the southern ecountries
were superior in civilization. Historians account for this
by the intercourse which they carried on with traders
whom the ores of this country attracted there. It is, then,
more than probable that the inhabitants of Southern
Scandinavia bartered with the Britons for tin, since
among all countries the country of the Britons was calied
the “ Cassiterides,” or tin islands. In order to carry or
this trade they must have had ships of large size. They
must also have made some progress in the arts, since we
find among the antiquities several clay mouldings on
which the bronze articles were formed. It has been ascer-
tained with sufficient certainty that the inhabitants of
Scandinavia in the second age were of Gothic-Germanie,
and not Celtic origin. I will not here endeavor to give
any of the reasons which the defenders of this last opinion
bring forward to substantiate their assertion. Our ouly
source whence we can draw aey information on which
we may rely with any certainty, is the relics which re-
main of this people. One of the peculiarities of the sec-
ond age is a new kind of sarcophagi, which have been
called ship-mounds. These ship-mounds are so called from
the resemblance in form to a ship. They are formed like
the hull of a ship, and at the bow end is placed a large up-
right stone, which forms the bowsprit in modern sloops.
In the centre is placed another large stone corresponding
to the mast, and several rows of small stones are supposed
to represent oars. The most remarkable of these graves
are those of the Vekings, whose deeds and skill in piratical
art had made the name of the Northmen & terror to all the
other nations of Europe. The most remarkable of these
graves of which we have a full account is that of King
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Gorum the Old, whose reign may be considered as the be-
ginning of the historic period of the Danes.

The luxury which has become so predominant in the
Iatter part of the second and beginning of the third age, was
most likely acquired by them during their piratical depre-
dations on the more civilized countries. Their later myth-
ology gives us further proof that their civilization was
mainly from Eastern sources. At many of the feasts in
honor of their gods songs' were composed under the direc-
tion of Barge, the god of eloquence and poetry. Among
the Scandinavians the bards were called scalds. The scaldic
artthrived greatly in the Ageof Iron. The Northmen, when
they had learned to traverse the sea with greater security,
made piracy their means of living. Through their contact
with Christian peoples they became, in the course of time,
imbued with the principles of Christianity, and not many
years after made settlements not only in England, but also
in France and other countries. The cause which may be
assigned for their rapid conquests in those countries is the
upheaved condition in which the western statés were at
the time, and in some degree to the terror which the name
caused in all civilized people. Through the indefatigable
zeal of .the missionaries of the Gospel, these piratical

hordes became a good and industrious people.
L.J.E.

Student Life in Romae.

The following extracts from a letter were handed to us
by the recipient. Though the letter has already appeared
in the Ave Maria, we feel that our readers will thank us for
giving the extracts in the SCHOLASTIC, as they are more par-
ticularly interesting to students:

Desr S——: Whilst musing over a quaint old painting
a few days ago in the Church of the Holy Cross (Santa
Croce), I bethought myself that I was rather dilatory in
writing to a certain individual of an order of the same
name as the church I wasin. AsI was rather tired from
the long walk thither, all thoughts of an active character
were unpleasant visitors, so I tried to put this one away;
but in vain. I tried to fight it down with such reflections
as these: “I have to hand in a sermon before the holidays
are over; and my first sermon, too. How can I write a
letter?” “My sister must have sent her my letters,” and
s0 on:—but “the ghost of Banquo™ *“would not down.”

It haunted me through the church; spoke from every fig- |

ure of the Cross I met; and even followed me upstairs into
the reliquary chapel:—the sight of pieces of the true Cross
(the largest in the world), one of the sacred nails, por-
tions of the original inscription written over the Cross, a
large portion of the good thief's cross, each and all kept
recalling the same thought to my mind: “You owe 8—
aletter.” I procured for you a fac-simile of the nail which
pierced one of our Lord's hands, and had it touch the true
Nail; and then consoled myself that I had done some-
thing for the object of my thoughts. I will send it to you
88 soon as possible.

Of course I am expected to say a few words of the great
historic city I am in. Would that I could give you some
idea of it! I would only be too glad to do so. DBut just as
it took centuries to make Rome what it is, it would take
more than a lifetime to tell all about it. Now, I can assure
myself you don’t expect me to spend my life doing any-
thing of the kind, and so will content myself with some
general remarks on what I have experienced during my
brief residence here,

Every day we have a walk, between three and four o’-
clock, to some point of interest, and there are hundreds.
Thus I have seen already a great deal of Rome in a pass-
ing, imperfect way. I have been to all the great basilicas
(excepting St. Paul's without the walls), to the Colos-
seum, the Pantheon, the Forum, the Castle San Angelo,
etc., ete. St. Peter’s I have visited about five times
already, and every time I go there I think I know less
about it. I am neither poet nor painter, nor sculptor nor
architect; but were I all these I would not attempt a de-
scription of its magnificence. Its front is quite disappoint-
ing, and, in fact, not half as imposing as the back., Itsex-
ternal appearance is vastly inferior in beauty, I think, to
that of the Capitol at Washington. But advance within
the portals, and the grandeur of the design, the extraordi-
nary dimensions, the grand proportions, the adornments,
the statuary, the paintings, the mosaics, simply overwhelm
you in wonder. You can scarcely believe it the work of
men. Everywhere you move, some new surprise meets
you. In fact your eyes are ever deceiving you. For in-
stance, standing about eight or nine feet from a pillar, you
behold on it a dove in relievo. Apparently it is no more
than two or three feet from the marble floor, and the size
of a pigeon; atthe distance of two or three feet it seems
almost the saime. But stand beside it, and vou find it high
out of your reach, and double the proportions it seemed.
Apparently, again, you see a baby angel; advance, and, as
it were by magic, you find it larger than a man. Ogne
comprehensive idea of St. Peter’s is impossible,—you must
take it in piecemeal.

Next to St. Peter’s, I love to look upon the grand old Col-
osseun, more than magnificent in its ruins, stately and sub-
lime. Palaces and churches have been built out of its
stone, yet it stands, still the largest pile in Rome. There
is nothing of adornment, nought of flash or display about
it to attract the eye, but simply its immensity and grandeur.

I might go on thus from church to palace, from palace
to monuments,—from monuments to museums, unendingly,
so great a centre is Rome, of art, of science, of all that is
beautiful and sublime. Nothing in America can give you
any idea of the churches here. Our little chapel, about 40
feet long—if that much—would cost more than any two of
the largest churches in Washington. It is but a mass of
marbles of all colors, and paintings, and statues, etc.

And now a little about myself and surroundings: Our col-
lege was formerly a convent of nuns of Stt Frances de Chan-
tal, and is about three hundred years old—everything in
Rome almost has a history of centuries. Qur conventis quite
young in comparison, aud does not in fact show any of the
wrinkles of declining years as yet, being as fresh-looking

inside as a house of yesterday. My little room looks out .

on the garden, full of orange, lemon, date, and fig trees,
which even now are bending beneath their loads of fruit,
whilst the opening rose sends up its perfume near by. A
fountain plays and sparkles in the sunshine at one end,
whilst fishes of all colors disport themselves in its waters.
Of the students, there are thirty, divided into three bands
(or “camerata,”—room-mates,) which do not meet for rec-
reation except after dinner. I am in the third camerata,
which contains fifteen, or half the community. And a hap-
pier set than these could not be found. They are as good
at recreation as they are at their books, and that is saying
a good deal. Several of them play the piano, and all of
them sing;—and when on English nights we meet in our
room, we make the welkin ring and ring again. I spoke

o v
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of “English nights.” Four nights in the week recreation
(always in the camerata rooms at night) must be taken in
Italian or Latin. No English on these evenings isallowed
to be spoken. My classes are: in the morning—Moral
Philosophy and Logic; in the evening, Hebrew and Phy-
sics; the last is taught in Italian, the others in Latin, and
all by some of the most learned men in Rome in their de-
partments. For class we have to go to the Propaganda,
about ten minutes’ walk from our college.

Our board is excellent. We have been banqueted four
times. But the best part of the feast is the chance it af-
fords of-seeing some of the most celebrated men of the day.
Such a brilliant assemblage of talent, genius, learning and
famed names, could not be had outside of Rome..

I forgot to tell you that in class I have met with students
of every civilized nation on earth, of all colors (black in-
cluded), and of all languages. The first darkey I ever kissed
was a Nubian, who in the wilds of Africa had served un-
der five masters, whose brands he bore over his whole
body. It was on occasion of his ordination. He now
goes back to Africa, a priest. He was quite charmed with
us American students, and said he liked us better than the
others. He could not keep the tears back when he came
s0 bid us good-bye. We got him to sing solemn High
Mass for us, the Rector and Vice-Rector acted as deacon
and subdeacon. There was a little feast given in his
honor. The poor fellow counld hardly contain himself; and
when he had kissed us all farewell, he began to cry like
a child. He had been a student of the Propaganda for ten
years, and was supported by one of the noble families
of Rome, who had bought him in Africa. He was contin-
ually asking questions about the negroes in the United
States, and seemed to love our Republic more than we our-
selves, on account of the freedom it had given the negroes.

We have scarce four hours of the day to spend in our
rooms, and of course very little time in which to write
letters. We have to take daily walks to keep in health,
and these consume a considerable amount of time; they
are, however, very necessary, as the climate is trying to
students. But the advantages repay all. And yet you
cannot exactly realize in what the advantage consists.
One feels his mind expanding, filling with new ideas, and
rectifying old ones; we acquire knowledge everyday that
could be acquired nowhere else, and yet know not how or
when it comes to us. Traly I feel the benefit of studying
in Rome, though at first I did not think there would be
any. I came through obedience more than desire, but now
am overjoyed that I had the chance.

‘We have a uniform, as have all the other colleges. The
Germans wear a bright red, the Greeks a sky-blue, the
Scots a darker shade of blue, the Romans a purple, and so
with the rest; each hasits distinguishing color. We have
a black cassock, something like a Jesuit's cassock, doub-
ling over in front, and hooking at ane side; it hasa stiff
collar, which meets by hooks, with three blue buttons and
three blue cords on each side of the throat. The cassock
is kept closed by three blue buttons with corresponding
button-holes worked in blue and runniog slantingly tow-
ards the right arm from the collar; the sleeves also have
each three blue buttons on the cuffs; the edge of the cas-
sock from the collar to the feet is faced with blue, which
turns over a little, 8o as to make a line of blue down the
front ; inside the stiff collar we wear another of linen which
appears a little on the outside; around the waste is worn
4 sash of cardinal red. Thus we carry the red, white and

‘)

blue, wherever we go, like true Americans. But this is
only the cassock: there are two other articles of dress—
namely, the “zimara” and the “soprano.” The former,
our court and city dress, is worn over the cassock. It fits
closely over the cassock, hooks at the the neck, is faced
down the centre or edge with blue, having no sleeves, but
mere arm-holes, and from the shoulders drop to the feet
two leading-strings, such as they train children with here
to walk, and signify that we are not yet free from obe-
dience or able to take care of ourselves. They are like two
long bands. We must always wear this in the city. The
“soprano” is a long cloak reaching to the feet, having
sleeves and also a cape, and like the “zimara” hooks at
the throat, and is faced with blue down the edge. This
we wear in the house, over the cassock, when it is any way
cool. . Another feature of our dress is the hat, a regular
Mexican “sombrero.” So much for our uniform, to which
we are much attached. Epiphany is the great day with
the Italians. Its holidays have given us many chances
for amusement and for lengthy visits to places of note.
We made a visit this morning of three hours to the Vati -
can picture gallery; yesterday, to the sculpture gallery;
but, of course, we did not see the tenth part of either.
What a grand place is this Vatican Museum! I have seen
the Louvre, the British Museum and Kensington at London,
but great though they are, they do not compare with that
of the Popes. . .. ..

Ever yours affectionately, ————
CorLEGIO AMERICANO, Via del "Umilta, Rome.
>—al>-

The Sepuilchre at Notre Dame.

Many have either visited, or, at least, heard tell of the
beautiful sepulchre which lies in the cemetery of Notre
Dame, about an eighth of a mile distant from the College.
This sepulchre was built in 1863, under the presidency of
Very Rev. E. Sorin, C. 8. C. A

It was one smiling morning in summer, while sitting on
the front steps of the College, that I saw the Fathers and
Brothers advancing in a body to the commurity grave
yard. Led, as it were, by mere curiosity, I walked along,
thinking within myself what the cause of this procession
might be, for I knew that it was not a faneral. As I was
afterwards informed, it was customary after the annual re-
treat for the community to visit in a body the graveyard
and there to pray awhile for the souls departed.

The morning was a lovely one; the sun was out in all
his glory; the air was pure and balmy. The green foliage
of the trees near St. Joseph’s lake, around which now stand
a few old majestic oaks, the only survivors of the once
wild forest, reflected their giant forms upon the sparkling
waters of the crystal lake. In the distance could be seen
St. Mary’s Academy; the locomotive passing by with un-
wonted speed, the farmers ploughing or gathering in their
grain; the flocks of the neighboring agriculturist brows-
ing oo the dewy grass, or at times running in playfal
sp.sis across the rich meadows; turning towards the
sotth, could be seen the industrious city of South Bend
gleaming beneath its uplifted canopy of smoke. Bat the
beauty of the scenery seemed not to woo the attention of the
little band of Fathers and Brothers as they moved silently
along. After a few moments’ walk they arrived at the
cemetery, where some knelt at the graves of their departed
brethren and others visited the sepulchre. I, desirous to
see and not to be seen, arrived at the graveyard by a path
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which leads from the Scholasticate directly to the wooden
gate which opens the way to the sepulchre. Standing at
this gate, on one side you see a large wooden cross, sur-
rounded by cedar trees. On the other side lie the graves
of two students who when dying desired to be buried side
by side within the precincts of their old Aima Maier
The path which lies between these two graves and the large
cross leads you to a circuitous hollow place within which
lies the Holy Sepulchre, made entirely of brick, in the form
of the letter T. Standing on top of the ridge of earth around
the sepulchre, you see 14 crosses, near which stand some
beautiful cedar trees. Turning to the right you see the
last resting place of the noblest men and, if I may so
speak, the greatest heroes (for they were conquerors of
self) of whom Notre Dame can boast. Come, let us de-
scend these stairs; now, being at the bottom, you stand at
the entrance of the silent tomb. The iron gate that you
see is elaborately worked out. But let us proceed within.
As you enter you see on either side of the little passage
two niches which contain the statues of angels. Advance
slowly—behold! now you are within the tomb; but step
back to yonder corner, from which you can see all the
charms of this silent place. A few feet before you stands
the little altar, decked with the choicest flowers of the
season. Over this altar is a little window of red glass, cir-
cular in form, through which, when you gaze, the trees
without seem to be ablaze. But now the sun streaming
in full glory through it steeps the interior of the place
with a bright lustre, giving to the hangings.and the bright
orpaments of the altar a richness and magnificence truly
royal. The red light of the window, together with the
brilliancy of the many-colored lamps reflecting upon the
silver crucifix of the tabernacle, which in turn lights up
the surrounding walls, casts a solemn glow around the inte-
rior. Gaze up to the hemispherical ceiling and you will see
hanging in mid-air the little silver sanctuary lamp, dis-
playing, as it were, a silver fountain of mildest radiance,
not shooting forth in rays, not scattering abroad fiery
sparks, not flickering about in an unsteady flame, but
softly and equally diffused from every side, repleting the
holy place with a disk of serenest, purest light, and thence
overflowing in a bland stream into the remoter parts of the
building. On the walls around are hung the Stations of
the Cross, recalling vividly to our memory the love He
entertained for us within His Sacred Heart who deigned
of His own accord to calm the anger of a just God, when,
as the poet makes Him say:

L On Me let Thine anger fall:
Account Me man: I for his sake will leave
Thy Bosom, and this glory next to Thee
Freely put off, and for him lastly die

‘Well pleased.”

But now, before you take your departure hence, look be-
hind and you will see a picture, “The Taking Down from
the Cross,” together with the implements of our Saviour’s
Passion. What now are your thoughts as you gaze
upon that picture and see that Virgin holding in her arms
the lifeless form of her Son? Perhaps the pen may not
describe nor the lips express your present sentiments, but
the silence and grandeur of the Sepulchre seem thus to
address you: “See, O proud and sinful man, the state in
which you have placed Him! Restore that loving Son to
the arms of His afflicted Mother! Ask now forgiveness,
as did the penitent thief, so that when your turn comes to
be laid in the silent tomb you may hear these consoling

words: ‘This day thou shalt be with Me in Paradise.’”
" J.J.F.

-

Scientific Notes.

—A very simple method of preserving posttertiary bones
is to paint them with gum, which should be as clear and
colorless as possible. This isan easy and inexpensive, and,
as I know from experience, an effectual way of preserving
them. It makes them very strong, and epnables them to
bear any reasonable amount of handling. The gum must
be thin, or it will give the bones a shiny, varnished ap-
pearance. All fossils which are liable to ecrumble and fall
to pieces may be preserved in the same way.

—Gen. Myer (our “Old Probabilities’’) has presented
M. W. de Fonvielle with an improved weather-indicator
in acknowledgment of the services rendered by him dur-
ing the French Exhibition in popularizing the principles
adopted by the United States Signal-Office. This weatther
indicator will be exposed in the shop of M. Secretan, the
optician of the Pont Neuf, in Paris, and forecasts daily pub-
lished according to the method adopted by the Signal-Office
in the several American farmers’ post-offices.

—A correspondent of Sctence Gosstp writes: “I have
found a blackbird’s nest with four thrushes’ eggs and five
blackbirds’ in it; also a wren’s nest in the roof of a
thatched shed, inside, containing several eggs of the com-
mon wren as well as three eggs of the house sparrow; I
have also several times found pheasants’ and partridges’
eggs in- the same nest, but in none of these cases have I
discovered which bird ultimately brought up the brood,
%st regr?t to say in those days I used to take all the eggs

ound.’ -

—The Council of the Royal Geographical Society have
presented a remarkable memorial “to H. M. Commis-
sioners of the University of Oxford, to those of Cambridge,
and to the Governing Bodies of either University.” The
burden of this memorial is that steps ought to be taken for
the establishment of professorships of geography in the
two universities. The memorial points out forcibly and
justly the ignorance of geography in its highest sense, in
England, where it is commonly confounded with mere
topography.

—The best way to kill a