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Extract from a Letter from tlze Res: Mr Sorm, oj the So-
mety of . Notre-Dame de ‘Buinte C'roz.z', to the Superzor of
"“the same Socz/e’ty in Le-Mans :

Notawg.sjé‘ibﬂj January 29nd, 1845.

. REVEBEND FATHER,

. % T afrive, and. I Jbless Haaven for brmgmg ;ne ba,ck to the—

midst of hy dear neophytes. . The savages are in the woods at
five leagiles from hence ;:in two or three hours they are to be
apprised of my return ; they. will be with me this very night. 1
-considered it nght ta inforn myself at:first of - their. perse-
verance ; the following is the answer which they'zhade me':—

¢ Father, the ¢hange in this fribe has begome the subject of
all the conversations of the country. Upul last winter i§
was a band of drynkards and 10bbers, the scandal and terror
of all the nelghbourhood Smce their baptlsm, they are no
Ionger the same ‘men’: every body admires their sobriety, their
_ honesty, their mﬂdness, and above all, their assiduity to prayer;
their huts resound almost contmually with pious canticles.’

“ ¢ This sight of the Indians, as they. are at present, is for

me,’ said to me just now an old Canadian hunter, ¢ ‘amystery.
Would you believe that I have seen with my own eyes those
same savages, in 1818 and. 1814, giving up to plunder and
to the flames, the habitations of the whites, seizing the.infants

. by the feet and lmoclnng out, then: brains, agmnst the walls
-the :

o or, - throwing them mto bpilmg caldrons? And now,

‘ of their natural inclinations. ;- yAt:the -time of. thﬁ.«fammli'_~

e Cruelty seems’to ha.ve been, m;fa@, thie mostrptongnem? ~

Hamsson treaty. mth the: Indum hatlhn 4n’ 1815, J!ben she

the tribe with his fprmer ba:;banty, bad him: psked. ;t‘he yvould .
dare’ again to, commit any act of :the samei.kind, £ On.tha .

.. first,_opportunity that. I shall: find;’ haughtily anﬁw_exgd £

savage. The army;of.the United States.fucceeded, pfter.a
thdusand dangers, in. driving them: back:dnte’ j:heu;'ferestg,-'
and finally imposing on them laws 3 but it belonged only tq

the ministers of Jesus Christ to, cbanga thelr ferppmuq hgan‘.s N

and to make them human, by maklng them Chn&tmns. cda
¢ I have just visited one of .their anclent ceme!;eues, Each
grave is still d1st1nctly to be seen.” With them were: bnued
their carabine, their tomahawk, their powder-horn, their pipe;
and their best dress, -According to an old ,t,rad;t_}qy,; ‘they -
asked, when dying, that the plough should not be' passed
over their bodies. Less happy than their descendants; they
were still ignorant that there was anything better. to, ask of
those who survived them. Thisreflection brings to myrmmd
a recent fact, by which we ha\e been much edified. ,Aq In:
dian widow happened to lose the eldest  of her: two song, at
twenty-eight leagnes’ distance from South-Bend. She sacri+
ficed the little which she poscessed in order to ha.ve tha rer
mains of her beloved son.carried to the cemetery .of Qur
Lady of the’ Lake. ..Poor mother' 1he ﬁmeral was thu'teen
days travellmg ere- 1t arm'ed .at the, church “The infidel

- whom she had engaged to rende.x her this service, could not

help admiring in a savage. woman,,guch an act of religiop. .
“ When an Indian has embraced the. pg-ayer1 you, mould :
almost say, that he thinks of nothl,x;g 91§q, W Twp months ago;

- one of those whom we have comﬁrteﬂ,.ﬂ}ou_gbt he saw me pass
~ in the stage: coach, at someghstaq?e from. Np;avyasslbl jntwg -
hours: after, all thaxgvﬂlage had ﬁqueﬁ from gevg{al lf:a;gye& o
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- For five. whole  diiys; I e’ dssured,] tliey
awaiting me, still thinking 4hat T'was about'to Gome;* Poor
savages ! would that-I'had: suspected ‘their mistake - To- -day .
Iam awaiting for them in my turm;-and’ more'-fortanate thau :
they were, 1 shall not be dlsappomted in: the pleasure of' See-
- ing them. ‘ 3
 «Am T not thas too happy, Reverend Father, fo have 50 -
fine an. opportumty ‘of wnt.mg to you, ‘afier “having sdtight in

s l i Yot

Jain for a few hours: to ‘do’ 80, for five’ ‘or §iX Weeks back? I '

am going then, since=I have: tlme, to review: all our works, Mo
talk with ‘you onﬁ/r prOJects and to’ conﬁde to you all our
hopes SR B
1 shall not speak to’ you of the college, which you know,
" we have already in'it thrrty-two pupils, who Would have sought
to no purpose, for more ‘than' two hundred miles around, a
Christian education. * The almost total failure of the crops
last year deprives us of. hawng‘*more I shall scarcely men-
tion our new novitiate, though it appears dehghtful to-all who
visitit. Jtis a great thing that it has béen founded in the
Island of Saint Mary, which; -from " the acknowledgment of
all 'who go there, is the most beauteous site ‘that can:be
1magmed Thesé humble walls; the buﬂdlng of which took but
eight days’ labour, are-as full of fature’ importance ds those
of the college. "It is there that T dwell ‘with sixteen 1 nov1ces,
ina small cell seven feet by srx, more content and happler
' than ever. - - - -
L Nevertheless, ‘what - renders ‘this Isle Saint Mary 86 dear
to us is, not so much its natural beauty,-as the inestimable
nchness of the pnvrleges wrth ‘which"it"is endowed The
Archconfraternlty has’ Just been canomcally erected ,here for
all thié Catholics of the’ country 3 Trwas gomg to add also for
the Protestants ; and’ w‘hy not? If this assocratlon of prayers
hag’ forlts obJect the' conVersron ‘of smners, cannot ‘each of

. them séy with Samf Paul Quorum pnmus €90 ‘sum'?- We

hiive’ ﬁmshed dfew: Weéks ago; a‘cha.pel dedlcated*to 4hé’ ini-
- maculate “Heatt 'of the” ‘ho’ly Virgm' ‘Mary s> nol lel't 1t‘

Sjlppoi _ d'ftha‘ .T"as to.stop:};” )
amed the(e 3 -
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o mxdoﬂ sensxble -proofs of her* proteene
: day~of ‘the’ Eplphany,.a respectablo family

“this family, yielding alsd:toitheis ‘sway-of grace; asked 10" ‘enj oyé"'-'.'

1y il cdnntry“(al-__._,
father-and six children);» gnuledsbythefsmr of ¥alvation; cai 1 ‘
to seek-at ‘Our Lady’s of the: Lalre theu- regeneratron'm- the !',
sacred waters. of baptjsm ;:in-a few days dfter;  the mother

the happlness of her chrldren, by abjunng, in: ber turn"’""her"'
€ITOTS.' i’ e . Tivr it RoEL == e
“The remamder of the: mght would’not be suﬂicrent for rile,‘
Reverend Father; to describe‘to’ you-all the'picus montments: .
which I see from this‘place, collected around- the" c’hap’el
the holy and immaculate Heart of* Mary “What wouldFiot
have to tell you, in-the first place, of those humble workshdps,' s
where so many little nnfortunates, mthout any resonrces, mll; 2
find, together with an" honourable means of- Tlivelihood,; ¢ ex«,
amples and lessons which will make of them, one day, the

consolation of the Cathohc Church and the honour of so-
mety TR R s :

“ Look a little further, and see those dear lrttle orphans m_ -
their asylum. They came to Our Lady’s covered’ with rags, -

_chilled with cold, and- dymg of. hunger ! Would you have

repulsed them, Reverend Father? and although you should -
not have had. certainty-of- bread- for -the morrow, WOuld you :
not. have shared that of the moment Wlt.h those httle g
starvlings ? " S T R
“ Allow me to show you: also a thmg whlch God has done _'
in the bosom of this desert, fand‘ which I ¢annot behold,” evén
from this place, without-my eyes" ﬁlhng with tears. ~We'dre
in the depth of the night; the- srght will be only the Handt »
somer on that account. ~Do you see upon the banks of the‘
lake, which.we have so often boasted ‘of to ‘you, do you' ‘see
those three lights? . They are-the solitary lamps of® the- ‘thres
chapels which the Lord has caused t6 be: raxsed to his- glory L
by the hands ofyour children. : Does it'fot séem to- y@ a8

if you were to hearJesius-Christ’ repeatlng, day and’ nlght, to ..

our infant community, *Fear notlittle" ﬁock"I will! not Teave
‘you' forphanSr Behold’ I am’ mth yorr' Delzcue mé«r} Ieake"; .
cum filiis hdminum. R




e S TET had Koenctold; i
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the. hanks of: this lake;: whmlb"wer& thgn- nveneﬂizwlthrsnow,

that-the txees.around wonld: havagqufphce Lonll wesee. to-

day i if there;had ;heen added; thaly in3wo -years;-with: the:
“same:glance;one. Would 86Q. ghining; in-the midst ©of the darks’
. ness of night,.those, three lamps, lighted before: three different
_- tabernacles. of . the living. Gbd, -conld: we! have. he];eved it?

Now that the results have~exceeded our hopes, should we aot
say with the. Psalmxgt, ‘T)us cbange is the: -work: of ithe’ Most

High . .If we had:not.the ghalicé.of salvationitoioffer:every
- morning, what. could. we;zender’ to the; Tard forthe many be-

nefits with which-He has: lpaded; nsi .Yes ;were we.still more

_ unprouded for,-and suffering more, if Jésus Chnst is so mear

us, we ata rich gnough; sufliciently: well gua.rded. -He whose
hand feeds’ fhe fittle birds;:and who. gives to the: lilies of the
ﬁeld their dress, knows very:well:what is necessary.for us.
For.more than three years back, that.we are in this strange

land, in what have we failed of the daily care of our Saﬂour :
Jesus? In not.hmg, Lord; in nothing.: -

“ Tt is true, that the delay of the. assmiaﬁm on whlch we
reckoned, joined:to the failure of . the, ‘harvest; has t.hrown us

into great embg.rrassments, But, I Wonlﬂ be ‘ashamed to fear. 4
'Ng one shall die of hunger at the establtﬁhlﬂent of Our Lady

of -the Lake, . Our hopes will ‘not: be confounded; our
churches will rise up ; the impulse being given, it will.go on
progressing from day to day ; the.infidels, the. Protesta.nts,and
the sgvages, will :beievangelised ; - the name of God, being

) betber known, wﬂl be also more Ioved and blessed in-pur so-

« And ye'i, if ; conﬁdenee o;xght to ha.ve !axlpd us, 1t should
ha.ve Jbeen: in. the. ealy.. days of: cour esteblishment. . Who

: amongst us has fprgottenf;he long journey from, Saint: Peter's
. ;oﬁOIur, Laﬂya, whete ye! tmvelled .over, ﬁng not Jess . than
: .liiv%feet deepi *rThﬁ seventy/ef the’wld(was ememe.r We -
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- Tamawass,: tbatu’ten yoars g0y thmxﬁg,ﬁé

as mnch appetlte ‘as; the 1most ﬁ@y the
SR Faz!ewell, Revbmnd Fm,ber

Endy. Qf the Lake. vBiess tham i(ém thebe;tfpm of youti pas ... -
ternal! hea,rt thxs is tbq axdent preyer;of "ymug aﬂ'ectmnatfe
SOD, S SREIE DAL PR LIS A IR $ 74341 ' 3w SR

In auother account, the same stsxonaty gwes the fo]low- :

ing details concerning the savages under his spmtua}'dl-
rectlon —_— - ;

i The greater part of the nelghboumug Sa.vages amuf the
prayaer, that is to say, Catholi¢s. It is; only. twelve: “yoals.
since they have been converted, and althnﬁgh they have had:
much to suffer on the part of the ‘whites;: I dlo not know that
a single onme of them has forsaken thé’ rehglon Although
naturally lazy and indolent, once that they are instructed, they
show themselves zealous and ardent for the practices.of the
Church: the only thing which they appear to have at heartis".
to be goad Chqstlans txade, the, riches or pleasures.of - t.he
present. life, seem. {o make 1o, 1mpreasmn .on.them. . Ptonded
they can gather a, few ears. of maize kil a few roebucks,» or

gown), they are content. P
% They 1re ‘cominonly’of a tall, and even majesnc stature

The;r _present. ghaxactex seams tome, %a(hww ;- A yet

Aedm wore *beﬁfg .
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at present,’ w'ere Igiven:to: tbe most f@htfhl?br&eity I heard
lately speak’ ‘of an-Iridin" Woman; wl:o,ffdraxshgbt njury,. had
coolly seated her sister-on a'block: before hér;zin. ot‘der to
cleave her head; at her-ease; with a stroke 9f‘f' ;hatcheti -~
“To barbarity, they joined zan- incred 'upersunon.
" Sometimes; in the:depth'6f Winter; those: méir' anghty and
cruel; were:so frightened by a‘dream; that i the. o fear:of hav-
 ing displeased the:Gréat: Spiritsthey m:po\se -on themselves
the severest penances; * as;: for: example, toN ount to'the. top
of a lofty tree in the forest, ‘and td remain there mthout eat-
ing or drinking, during two or ‘three days, until a new dream
came to acquaint them that the wrath of the - ‘Master of life
"had passed away. “Then they descended resumed their
muskets, and the ﬁrst game which they met,- was to pay the
cost of a feast for the whole nelghbourhood which’ it was not
allowed the hunter to taste of!' It waemthe second piece of
-game which he shot,: that -was to satlsfy his” hunger Since
the light of the Gospel has shone upon them, they have be-
come as mild, as humane, sometlmes even as plouse as the best
Christians in Europe. Robbery is unknown’ amongst them,
as well as lymg ; they are ignorant likewise of the greater part
of: the v1ces of the clvxhsed people.’-’ Pl

r

Statzs‘tzcs of the Calholzc Clmrck m the’ Umted States n
1845, "addy essed by’ his’ I}ords]np, Dr. Purcell sthop qf

C'mcmnatz, to the Members of tlze C'entral C'ounczls of
Eyons and Paris, -~ o

7

Oluo, March IOth 1845

Ay The Cathohc A.lmanac of ﬂns ‘yedr; will ‘fno dohbt, “have
___already informed: fou,thatﬂhere &'tiow inih flniﬁé’d’-St'aﬁt'esl

\’5( ..“ L
*us""2l‘ :

thoht,ﬁo‘mpnslng Texas iﬂncli iév'{o be=hnu

"youth, 29 rehglous commumhé; 9’4! Gathollc benevole_

the collegee and semmanes, 22 ecc sia tlcal.msﬁtn ”o';s,
ecclesiastical students, 28, colleges and?hlgher ‘schools:for -

cieties, and a Cathohc popula.tmn estimated. at 1 300,006‘
perhaps it may be evén much ‘beyond this number. - -
“The comparative statistics show resalts ‘which are. notless

] mterestmg, for they exhl‘mt the continued progress of - our holy
Religion in this country,.. Thus,rm 1885, there were in, ithe j '

Ijmted States 138 diocessés; - 14: Blehops, 272 churches, 827

Pnests 12 ecclemashca.l seminaries; and 9 colleges; and-in " °

the year 1840, we counted already 16-diocesses, 17 Blshops,
454 churches, 482 Priests, 18 ecclesiastical seminaries, and

11 colleges 3 ﬁnally,rm 1845 there are:S1 diocesses, 1 vicas
nate-apostohc, 26 Bishops, 675 churches, 709 Priests, ! 22 ec-.

clesrastlcal semmanes, and 15 colleges, mthout speakmg ‘of

13y

the 1 mcrease of the commumhes of women, and schools for '

young ladies. ; . S
“This calculation will show you, gentlemen, that yout ge
neroue gifts-do not fall on a barren soil, and that the faithful

of our diocesses are disposed to enter.into ﬁvalship with-their
brethren in Europe, with that. country §0- emmently C‘at.hohc, _
which bestows abundant,ly, for so many years, 1ts alms with a
pletyabove all pra.lse. Dol iz e T e ey
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