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Notre Dame University.

Early Days.

HE UxiversiTy oF NOTRE DAME was founded more
than forty-one vears ago. Two years later, or in 1844,
R it was chartered by the Legislature of Indiana. At that

time but very limited progress had been made in the devel-
opment or scttlement of the great region known as the
Northwest. Towns were few in number and small in size.
Great stretches of timber land or forest were numerous, as were
also swamps and marshes. While, as a rule, roads were bad, many
of them were worse than bad, being practically impassable. Rail-
roads were almost unknown in the West, and travelers were forced
to rely upon stages, or private conveyances, to carry them from
place to place. The transportation of heavy articles was generally
left to ox-teams; and by the same primitive means immigrants
were ordinarily constrained to travel with their families and per-
sonal effects to their new homes in the West.

Foundation of the University.

At that period the Rev. E. Sorix, now Superior-General of the
Congregation of Holy Cross, had occasion to travel extensively
through Michigan, Indiana and other States, in connection with his
missionary labors. In 1842 he visited this locality, and recognized at
once its many natural beauties. The Indians, who then lived here,
gave him a hearty welcome. All things contributed to make him
feel a special interest in the place. It scemed to him that in all
his travels he had not seen a locality more picturesque and beau-
tiful. The two lakes, glittering like jewels of nature in the sun-
shine, the higher ground surrounding them, and spreading off to
the horizon in pleasing undulations, with groves and prairie tracts




























































































































































































































































































































