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The Catholic Point of View*
B Y

The Rev. John Cavanaugh, C. S. C.
President of the U n iversity  of N otre D am e

50 M E  y ea rs  ago I  h a d  th e  h o n o r of g o in g  to  th e  
S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  a t B lo o m in g to n  In d ia n a , to  g iv e  a  
c h ap e l ta lk  to  th e  s tu d e n ts . I t  w as fo r m e a  

p le a sa n t v is it, b u t  i t  h a d  q u ite  p assed  o u t of m y  m in d  
w h en  la s t s p r in g  —  som e s ix  m o n th s  a f te r  I  h a d  been  
ca lled  to  th e  p re sid en cy  of N o tre  D am e — I  rece ived  a 
le t te r  from  D octo r K in n a m a n , th e n  C h a irm an  of y o u r  
ex e c tiv e  co m m ittee . T h e  D octo r w as ev id en tly  u n a w a re  
th a t  m y  w o rk  h a d  b een  ch an g ed , an d  h is  le t te r  w as 
ad d ressed  in  an  im p erso n a l w ay  to  th e  p re s id e n t of N o tre  
D am e. I t  in fo rm ed  m e th a t  a  n u m b e r of v e ry  c h a rm in g  
lad ies  an d  g en tlem en  w ere  to  fo re g a th e r  in  th is  to w n  on 
th is  d ay  to  d iscuss m a tte rs  of in te re s t to  school teac h e rs . 
T h e  D o cto r sa id  t h a t  a s ta te m e n t of th e  C a th o lic  v iew ­
p o in t re g a rd in g  th e  p u b lic  schools w o u ld  b e  v e ry  accep ta ­
ble if p re se n te d  by  a p eace fu l m a n  w ho  cou ld  b e  t ru s te d  
n o t to  se t th e  h o u se  afire  b y  h is  rh e to r ic . A n d  h e  w e n t 
on  to  sa y  th a t  som e tim e  befo re  a  r a th e r  n ice  p e rso n  h a d  
go n e  dow n from  N o tre  D am e in to  th e  h ill  c o u n try  w h e re  
th e  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  is a n d  h a d  s ta te d  th e  C a th o lic  
p o s itio n  a b o u t th e  b ib le  in  su c h  a  w ay  th a t  w h ile  m a n y  
p re se n t d id  n o t ag ree  w ith  h is  v iew s th e y  a ll fe lt  t h a t  no  
h a rm  h a d  been  done a n d  th a t  th e  sp ir i t  of m o d e ra tio n  w ith  
w h ic h  D octo r K in n a m a n  w as g ood  e n o u g h  to  c re d it th e  
sp e a k e r h a d  r a th e r  im p ressed  h im . “ N o w , if  w e co u ld

* This address was delivered at the fifty-third annual session 
of the Indiana State Teachers’ Association, held at Indianapolis. 
All the speakers were limited to twenty m inu tes; hence the 
fragmentary character of the treatment of this great theme.
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h a v e  th is  m a n  com e to  u s  to  s ta te  th e  C a th o lic  v iew p o in t 
re g a rd in g  th e  p u b lic  schools, I  feel th a t  w e w o u ld  a ll b e  
p lea se d  a n d  h e lp e d .”  O f cou rse , i t  w as a v e ry  su b tle  
■compliment a n d  I  re p lied  co n fessin g  th a t  I  w as th e  p e rso n  
to  w h o m  h e  re fe rred , a n d  th a t  I  w o u ld  g la d ly  com e an d  
ta lk  to  th e  te a c h e rs  of In d ia n a , fo r  I  fe lt  th a t  I  sh o u ld  
b e  ab le  to  sa y  th e  e ssen tia l th in g s  on th e  su b je c t h e  
m e n tio n e d  w ith o u t g iv in g  offense.

I  w ish  to  say  w ith  th e  u tm o s t s in c e r ity  th a t  I  am  g ra te ­
fu l  fo r  th e  in v ita tio n  to  ad d ress  y o u  to -d a y  on th is  
su b je c t. I t  is  one o f th e  g re a t  s ig n s  of m o d ern  p ro g re ss  
t h a t  peop le  no  lo n g e r  feel ob liged  to  h a te  one a n o th e r  fo r 
th e  love of G od. T h e re  w as a  d a y  w h e n , a  d iscussion  of 
th is  su b je c t w o u ld  in e v ita b ly  g iv e  o u t m o re  h e a t  th a n  
ig h t ,  b u t  am o n g  e a rn e s t an d  c u ltiv a te d  peo p le  th a t  d ay  

h a s  h a p p ily  p assed . I  am  g ra te fu l, too, fo r  th e  o p p o r­
tu n i ty  of e x p re s s in g  m y  p ro fo u n d  a d m ira tio n  fo r th e  
lad ie s  a n d  g en tlem en  w h o  te a c h  in  o u r  p u b lic  schools. I  
h av e  f re q u e n tly  h a d  occasion to  sa y  h o w  co rd ia l is  m y  
in te re s t  in  th e  n o b le  m en  an d  w om en w h o  a re  im p re ss in g  
th e i r  m in d s  a n d  c h a ra c te r  on  th e  p la s tic  sou ls of th e  
c h ild re n  of o u r  c o u n try . I t  m u s t be  u n d e rs to o d  a t  once 
t h a t  th is  fe e lin g  is  v e ry  g e n e ra l am o n g  th e  c le rg y  an d  
la ity  of th e  C h u rc h  to  w h ic h  I  b e lo n g  a n d  th a t  w h en ev e r 
-criticism  of th e  p u b lic  schools is offered a t  a ll i t  is offered 
so le ly  as c ritic ism  of th e  th e o ry  on  w h ic h  th e  p u b lic  
schoo l is  b ased  an d  h a s  no  re fe ren ce  w h a te v e r  to  th e  
officials o r te a c h e rs  co n n ec ted  w ith  th e  schools. T h is  
m u c h  b e in g  p rem ised , w e  m ay  now  lo o k  in to  th e  h is to r ­
ic a l d ev e lo p m en t of th is  q u es tio n .

T h e  p u b lic  schoo l sy s tem  w as p a ro c h ia l in  its  o rig in . 
T h e  f irs t schoo ls a n d  in d eed  a ll th e  schools u n t i l  a  com ­
p a r a t iv e ly  re c e n t d a te  w e re  d e n o m in a tio n a l in  c h a ra c te r . 
I n  m o st of th e  s ta te  c o n s titu tio n s  i t  is  d is tin c tly  e n u n c i­
a te d  t h a t  th e  o b jec t of schools es tab lish ed ' a t  p u b lic
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e x p e n se  is to  g iv e  in s tru c tio n  in  virtue and knowledge. 
A cco rd in g ly , in  th e se  schools p ra y e rs  w ere  offered, th e  
b ib le  w as read , an d  com m en ts re flec tin g  th e  te a c h e r’s 
p e rso n a l op in ion  on  re lig io u s  m a tte rs  w e re  offered. I  
d is tin c tly  rem e m b e r t h a t  in  th e  p u b lic  school w h ic h  I  
a tte n d e d  as a sm all b o y  th is  w as th e  case. T h e n  a  
consid erab le  sec tion  of th e  peop le  b eg a n  to  ob jec t to  th e  
p ra y in g , an d  th a t  w as d ropped . T h e  o b jec tio n  soon 
e x te n d e d  to  th e  te a c h e r’s co m m en t u p o n  th e  re a d in g  of 
th e  b ib le , an d  th a t  p assed  aw ay . F in a lly , o b jec tio n  was- 
m ad e  to  th e  u se  of a p a r tic u la r  version  of th e  b ib le , an d  
th e  u p sh o t w as th a t  in  m ost p u b lic  schools th e  re a d in g  o f  
th e  b ib le  h a s  b een  d isco n tin u ed . T h e  o b jec tio n  a t  th e  
p re se n t tim e  is th a t  th ro u g h  no  fa u lt  of th e  te a c h e rs  b u t  
s im p ly  as an  in h e re n t defec t of th e  sy s tem  th is  to ta l  
absence of re lig io u s  te a c h in g  of a n y  k in d  is  v ir tu a lly  a. 
te a c h in g  of irre lig io n , an d  th a t  som e f u r th e r  c h a n g e  
o u g h t to  b e  m ade  in  o u r  schools s ince th e y  h a v e  su c h  a  
la rg e  p a r t  in  th e  fo rm a tio n  of o u r ch ild ren  a t  a tim e  w h e n  
i t  is m ost n ecessary  th a t  th e se  c h ild re n  sh o u ld  be u n d e r  
c o n s ta n t re lig io u s  in fluence.

N ow , i t  sh o u ld  be q u ite  possib le  fo r u s  to  d iscuss th is  
m a tte r  in te llig e n tly  an d  free ly  w ith o u t  e ith e r  g iv in g  o r 
ta k in g  offense. T h e  m a jo r ity  of th e  A m erican  peop le  
a re  u n m is ta k a b ly  satisfied  w ith  th e  p re se n t a t t i tu d e  of 
th e  p u b lic  school sy s tem  to w a rd  re lig io u s  in s tru c tio n . 
In d e ed , th e  m a jo r ity  a re  so s tro n g ly  a tta c h e d  to  th is  
sy s tem  th a t  th e y  even  consider i t  u n p a tr io tic  in  u s  to  
v e n tu re  c ritic ism  or su g g e s t ch an g e . B u t th e re  is a 
la rg e  m in o rity , in c lu d in g  g re a t  n u m b e rs  of peop le  w ho  
a re  n o t  of m y  fa ith , w ho  feel th a t  s ince  th e y  a re  p a y in g  
th e i r  sh a re  of th e  schoo l ta x e s , an d  since  th e y  ca n n o t 
co n sc ien tio u sly  av a il th em selv es  of th e  p u b lic  sch o o ls  
as a t  p re se n t c o n s titu te d , th e re  o u g h t to  b e  su ch  c h a n g e  
in tro d u c e d  in to  th e  sy stem  as w o u ld  enab le  th em  to
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e d u c a te  th e ir  c h ild re n  w ith o u t h a v in g  to  b e a r  th e  b u rd e n  
of d o u b le  ta x a t io n . T h e y  feel th a t  th e  m a jo r ity  h a s  no  
r ig h t  to  be im p a tie n t w ith  th e m  w h en  th e y  e x p re ss  
c ritic ism , fo r th e y  feel th a t  as c itizen s  a n d  as ta x p a y e rs  
th e y  h av e  th e  sam e in te re s ts  a n d  th e  sam e r ig h ts  as 
o th e rs  e i th e r  to  ap p ro v e  o r to  d isap p ro v e . A n d  th is  
m in o rity  m ak es  i t  v e ry  p la in  th a t  l ik e  th e  m a jo r ity , i t  
w a n ts  schoo ls free , n u m e ro u s  an d  w ell eq u ip p ed  w ith  th e  
b e s t  teach ers , th e  b es t m e th o d s , a n d  th e  b es t a p p a ra tu s . 
T h e y  ask , ‘ ‘ W h y  n o t in tro d u c e  ch a n g es  in to  th e  sy s tem  
if  i t  can  be  sh o w n  th a t  th e se  ch a n g es  w o u ld  b e  fo r th e  
co m m o n  good? D id  w isdom  d ie  w ith  o u r fa th e rs  w ho 
a  h a lf  c e n tu ry  ago  c h ry s ta liz e d  th e  v a r io u s  h e te ro g e n o u s  
schools of th e  c o u n try  in to  th e  p re se n t sy s tem ?  M u s t 
th e i r  en a c tm e n t w h ic h  m e t th e  needs of th e ir  t im e  w ith  
f a i r  success s ta n d  fo r o u r  tim e  an d  fo r a ll tim es? ’ ’

N ow , lad ies  an d  g en tlem en , i t  w ill n o t  do to  th in k  
l ig h tly  of th is  p o s itio n  h e ld  by  a la rg e  m in o rity . I f  y o u  
c a n n o t accep t th e  C a th o lic  v iew , i t  is a t  leas t in c u m b e n t 
u p o n  y o u  to  re sp ec t i ts  s in c e rity . I  beleve th a t  if th e re  
ever w as a case in  w h ic h  ea rn es tn ess  an d  s in c e r ity  w ere  
sh o w n  in  d isse n tin g  fro m  a p o p u la r  op in io n  th is  is th a t  
case . T h e re  a re  a  m illio n  ch ild ren  in  th e  C a th o lic  p a r is h  
schoo ls  of th is  c o u n try . I  believe th a t  $25 is th e  g en e ra l 
e s tim a te  of th e  cost of e d u c a tin g  a  ch ild  fo r one y ea r, 
a n d , if  so, th e se  p a ro c h ia l schoo ls a re  d o in g  $25 ,000 ,000  
w o r th  of w o rk  each  y ea r. B u t sup p o se  fo r th e  sa k e  of 
s e c u r i ty  th a t  w e  f ix  th e  cost of th e  p a r ish  school sy s te m  
a t  th e  a b su rd ly  lo w  f ig u re  of $15 ,000 ,000  a y e a r , a n d  
th e n  reflec t on  w h a t  th e se  fig u res  m ean . T h e y  m ean  
t h a t  o u r  peop le  o u t of th e i r  p o v e r ty  a n d  th e ir  f a i th  h a v e  
i n  obed ience  to  a  co n sc ien tio u s  sc ru p le  u p re a re d  a  sy s te m  
•of schools a t  a  co st w h ic h  s ta g g e rs  th e  im a g in a tio n . I f  
w e  cou ld  m ak e  u se  of th e  p u b lic  schools g en e ra lly  an d  
•■divert th is  m on ey  in to  colleges a n d  u n iv e rs itie s  in s te a d  of
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in to  p r im a ry  schools w e sh o u ld  be ab le  to  e s tab lish  each  
y e a r  a u n iv e rs ity  m ore  r ic h ly  endow ed  th a n  th e  U n iv e r­
s i ty  of C h icago ; an d  in  h a lf  a  c e n tu ry  w e sh o u ld  h a v e  su c h  
u n iv e rs itie s  sp rin k led  over th e  w h o le  c o u n try  in  ev e ry  
s ta te  of th e  u n io n . I  believe t h a t  y o u  w ill ag ree  w ith  m e 
th a t ,  w h e th e r  th e  C a th o lic  sc ru p le  is w ell fo u n d e d  o r n o t 
i t  is  w o rth y  of th e  a d m ira tio n  of a ll w h o  re sp ec t m a n ly  
c h a ra c te r  a n d  lo y a lty  to  conscience, an d  th a t  in  v iew  of 
a ll th e  c ircu m stan ces  i t  is th e  m o st re m a rk a b le  fac t in  th e  
c u r r e n t  h is to ry  of o u r c o u n try .

W h a t, th e n , is  th e  m ig h ty  im p u lse  b e h in d  th is  m ove­
m en t?  W h y  does th e  C atho lic , w h e th e r  p ro fe ss io n a l 
m an  or labo rer, w illin g ly  b ea r h is  p a r t  of th is  g re a t  b u r ­
den  ? I t  is because  h e  feels th a t  th e  g ro w th  in  re lig io u s  
k n o w led g e  an d  p ra c tic e  o u g h t to  k eep  pace  w ith  g ro w th  
in  sec u la r kn o w led g e , th a t  re lig io u s  t r a in in g  is an  
in te g ra l  an d  essen tia l p a r t  of th e  w o rk  of ed u c a tio n , th a t  
th e  fa i th  w h ic h  h e  ch e rish es  w ith  te n d e r  an d  e n th u s ia s tic  
d ev o tio n  is th e  m ost p rec io u s  h e r ita g e  th a t  h e  can  t r a n s ­
m it  to  h is  ch ild ren , an d , th e re fo re , if  th e  b u rd e n  w ere  
m a n y  tim es  h e a v ie r  th a n  i t  is, h e  w o u ld  g la d ly  b e a r i t  in  
o rd e r  th a t  h is  ch ild ren  m ig h t  be  confirm ed  an d  s t r e n g th ­
e n e d  fo r life  in  th e  f a ith  of th e ir  fa th e rs  an d  in  th e  
p ra c tic e  of v ir tu e . I t  is som etim es believed  th a t  th e  p a ro ­
c h ia l  schoo l w o u ld  d isap p ea r if  th e  p r ie s t lo s t h is  e n th u ­
siasm  fo r  it , an d  th a t  th e  la ity  w o u ld  g la d ly  av a il th e m ­
selves of th e  sec u la r schools if  a llow ed  to  do so. I  a ssu re  
y o u  th a t ,  w ith  ex cep tio n s  h e re  a n d  th e re , th e  c o n tra ry  is 
th e  case. I t  is  th e  p a re n t above all w ho  d em an d s th a t  h is  
c h ild  sh a ll a tte n d  a re lig io u s  school, th a t  h e  sh a ll rece ive  
c a re fu lly  g ra d e d  in s tru c tio n  in  C h ris tia n  D o c trin e  as 
re g u la r ly  as in  A r ith m e tic  o r G ra m m a r o r R ead in g , th a t  
h e  sh a ll g ro w  u p  u n d e r  a  d isc ip lin e  of rev eren ce  an d  
o b ed ience  as h is  fa th e rs  befo re  h im  d id . I  sh o u ld  lik e  to  
la y  em p h asis  on  th is  p o in t. I f  th e  lay m en  w ere  n o t
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h e a r t  a n d  so u l w ith  th e  p a ro c h ia l schoo l no  fu lm inatiom  
fro m  th e  p u lp i t  w o u ld  be ab le  to  c o n tin u e  an d  develop- 
th e  p a ro ch ia l school fro m  g e n e ra tio n  to  g e n e ra tio n . I t  is  
no  d es ire  on  th e  p a r t  of th e  c le rg y  to  s ta n d  in  th e  w ay  of 
a fa v o rite  n a tio n a l in s t i tu t io n . I t  is no  u n th in k in g  echo 
b y  th e  la y m a n  of th e  lesson  h e  h a s  m em o rized  fro m  h is  
p a s to r . I t  is a  fu n d a m e n ta l d iffe rence  in  th e  concep tion  
of w h a t  p ro p e rly  c o n s titu te s  th e  b u sin ess  of a  school. I t  
is  th e  deep  an d  e a rn e s t co n v ic tio n  th a t  s id e  b y  side  w ith  
sec u la r t r a in in g  an d  in te rp e n e tra t in g  a n d  co lo rin g  i t  a t  
ev e ry  p o in t m u s t be  fo u n d  re lig io u s  in s tru c tio n  a n d  
p ra c tic e  su c h  as th e  p u b lic  school b y  th e  v e ry  n a tu re  o f 
i ts  o rg a n iz a tio n  is fo rb id d e n  to- g ive . A n d  rem em b er, as 
I  h a v e  a lread y  said , i t  is  no  re flec tio n  u p o n  th e  te a c h e rs  
o r officials of th e  p u b lic  schools th a t  th is  so r t  of t r a in in g  
is  im possib le  in  th o se  schools. I f  y o u  a tte m p te d  to  give- 
su c h  t r a in in g  y o u  w o u ld  in e v ita b ly  be in v a d in g  th e  r ig h ts  
of conscience. W e  no  m o re  b lam e  y o u  fo r th is  co n d itio n  
th a n  w e sh o u ld  b lam e  a  m arb le  m o n u m e n t fo r n o t b e in g  
a  tre e . W e  s im p ly  sa y  t h a t  w ith  a ll o u r  a d m ira tio n  fo r 
y o u r  in te lle c tu a l eq u ip m en t, y o u r  re lig io u s  te m p e r  a n d  
y o u r  fine m o ra l c h a ra c te r  w e ca n n o t u se  th e  p u b lic  schoo ls 
b ecau se  o u r  conscience d em an d s of u s  th a t  o u r  c h ild re n  be 
ed u c a ted  u n d e r  a  fu n d a m e n ta lly  d iffe ren t sy stem . D o cto r 
Jam es  A . B u rn s , C. S . C ., P re s id e n t of H o ly  C ross 
C ollege, W a s h in g to n , h a s  re c e n tly  s ta te d  th e  th re e  c h ie f  
p rin c ip le s  u n d e r ly in g  th is  d ifference of c o n c ep tio n . I  
sh a ll b rie fly  su m m arize  th e m  fo r yo u .

I .  T h e re  is  th e  p r in c ip le  of th e  m o ra l t r a in in g  o f th e  
w ill. W e  a re  a ll a g reed  as to  th e  n e c e ss ity  of th is , a n d  
b o th  schoo ls do th e ir  u tm o s t to  in su re  su c h  tra in in g , b u t  
im m e d ia te ly  th e  q u es tio n  arises, w h e re  sh a ll w e  seek  fo r  
th e  n o rm  of m o ra l ac tio n  in  a ll th e  d e ta ils  of life  ? I s  i t  
to  be  m ere ly  th e  n a tu ra l  law , th e  d ic ta te  of reason? I f  
i t  is  so m e th in g  above th e  n a tu ra l  law  th e n  i t  is d e f in ite
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re lig io u s  in s tru c tio n  w h ic h  u n d e r  th e  th e o ry  of- th e ir  
o rg a n iz a tio n  o u r p u b lic  schools a re  fo rb id d en  to  g ive . 
O n th e  o th e r  h a n d , if  i t  is  o n ly  th e  n a tu ra l  law , o u r  
peop le  say  th a t  i t  is  w h o lly  in su ffic ien t an d  th e ir  c h ild re n  
m u s t be tra in e d  m in u te ly  in  m ora ls  acco rd in g  to  th e  
t r u th s  of R ev e la tio n  an d  th e  te a c h in g  of th e  C a th o lic  
C h u rch . I t  is easily  seen  th a t  conscience is  in v o lv ed  
h e re  a n d  th a t ,  w ith  th e  b es t w ill in  th e  w orld , com prom ise  
is  im possib le .

I I .  T h e  p u b lic  school, b y  th e  v e ry  n a tu re  of its  
o rg an ism , ca n n o t g ive  defin ite  an d  sy s tem a tic  in s tru c tio n  
in  C h ris tia n  D octrine . I t  is im possib le  to  e n u n c ia te  a 
s in g le  d is tin c tiv e ly  C h ris tia n  t r u th  w ith o u t  d o in g  
v io lence to  th e  re lig io u s  conv ic tion  of a sec tion  of th e  
people. N o w  w e a re  conv inced  th a t  d efin ite  an d  sy s te m ­
a tic  in s tru c tio n  in  th e  te a c h in g s  of th e  C h u rc h  h a s  an  
im p o r ta n t b e a rin g  on th e  e te rn a l w e lfa re  of o u r  ch ild ren , 
an d  if  w e w ere  called  u p o n  to  choose b e tw een  su c h  
in s tru c tio n  an d  th e  m o st e lab o ra te  ed u ca tio n  in  m ere  
sec u la r k n o w led g e  w e sh o u ld  n o t h e s ita te  fo r  a  m o m en t 
to  p re fe r  th e  re lig io u s  in s tru c tio n . H e re  ag a in  is  an  
o rg a n ic  defect, as w e th in k , in  th e  p u b lic  schoo l an d  one 
of su ch  v a s t  im p o rtan ce  th a t  i t  c a n n o t b e  o v eres tim a ted .

I I I .  T h e n  th e re  is th e  su b tle  an d  all p o w erfu l th in g  
ca lled  a tm o sp h ere . W h e re v e r a r tis ts  a re  w o n t to  liv e  
an d  w o rk  an d  ta lk  to g e th e r  y o u  h a v e  an  a r tis t ic  a tm o s­
p h e re , an d  c h ild re n  w ho  g row  up  in  su ch  su rro u n d in g s  
n a tu ra lly  ta k e  to  a ca ree r of a r t  o r a t  leas t h av e  a  k een  
ap p rec ia tio n  of a r t  w ith o u t conscious effort. W h e re v e r  
l i te ra ry  peop le  fo rm  a  c irc le  a p a r t th e re  is a  su b tle  
in fluence  in  th e  d irec tio n  of boo k ish n ess  th a t  to u ch es  all 
w ho  com e w ith in  th a t  circle . So, too , w h e re v e r a  
school e x is ts  fo r th e  p ro fessed  ob jec t of re lig io u s  t r a in ­
in g , w h ere  te ac h e rs  an d  p u p ils  a re  of o n e 'f a i th ,  w h ere  
re lig io u s  songs an d  p rac tic es  h av e  th e ir  p lace  in  th e
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ex e rc ises  of th e  day , w h ere  p ic tu re s  a n d  s ta tu e s  sp e a k  
th e i r  m u te  m essages to  th e  eye a n d  a ro u se  a p p ro p ria te  
em o tions, you  h av e  a  d e fin ite ly  co lo red  re lig io u s  a tm o s­
p h e re , th e  sim p le  b re a th in g  of w h ic h  does a  w o rk  w h ic h  
no  m ere  in s tru c tio n  co u ld  ever do. T h e se  in fluences a re  
reco g n ized  by  p sy ch o lo g is ts  as th e  m o st p e rm a n e n t an d  
th e  m o st p o w erfu l in  th e  fo rm a tio n  of re lig io u s  c h a ra c te r . 
A s a m an  can n ev e r w h o lly  g e t aw ay  fro m  h is  a n c e s try , 
so h e  can  n ev e r g e t  aw ay  w h o lly  fro m  h is  ow n p a s t, a n d  
w h ere  t r u th  h as  been  p la n te d  a n d  n u r tu re d  in  em o tion  i t  
is  su re  to  ab id e

I  feel th a t  m y  tim e  is a b o u t u p  an d  th a t  I  can  o n ly  
in d ic a te  one o r tw o  o th e r  p o in ts  th a t  I  sh o u ld  b e  g la d  to  
develop . F ir s t ,  th e n , i t  seem s to  m e th a t  th is  m o ra l an d
re lig io u s  t r a in in g  w h ich  th e  C h u rc h  considers  of p a r a ­
m o u n t im p o rtan ce  is of eq u a l im p o rta n c e  to  o u r  c o u n try . 
I n  o rg a n iz in g  h e r  schoo l sy stem  A m erica  su re ly  m u s t  
h a v e  a sk e d  h e rse lf  am o n g  o th e r  q u estio n s , " W h a t  p rocess 
of ed u ca tio n  w ill y ie ld  m e th e  b e s t ty p e  of c i t i z e n ? ”  
N o w  a  m an  m ay  be a good  ta x -p a y in g , la w -a b id in g  
c itizen , even th o u g h  h e  spells  lik e  P re s id e n t R oosevelt 
a n d  w rite s  as poo r a  h a n d  as H o ra c e  G reeely , b u t  h e  c a n ­
n o t  be  a good  c itizen  if h is  m o ra l c h a ra c te r  is c rooked .

O ne o th e r  su g g e s tio n  w h ich  I  am  su re  y o u  w ill accep t 
in  th e  k in d ly  an d  co n c ilia to ry  s p ir i t  in  w h ic h  i t  is offered 
is  th is : I f  A m erican s  of a ll c lasses a re  ever to  u n d e rs ta n d  
ea ch  o th e r  on th is  su b je c t a ll u n n ec essa ry  i r r i ta t io n  
o u g h t  to  be c a re fu lly  avo ided . O u r C a th o lic  peop le  
m u s t  cease to  u se  su ch  ex p ress io n s  as " th e  G odless 
p u b lic  schools, ’5 an d  m u s t d en y  th em se lv es  lu r id  tira d e s  
a g a in s t  an  im a g in a ry  co n d itio n  of d isc ip lin e  an d  m ora ls . 
T h e  fr ie n d s  of th e  p u b lic  schoo l on th e i r  p a r t  o u g h t to  
av o id  c e r ta in  offences of ta s te  a n d  ju d g m e n t, as I  th in k , 
in  th e  co n d u c t of th e  schools. C om m encem en t ex erc ises  
o u g h t  n o t to  b e  h e ld  in  c h u rc h e s  of a n y  d en o m in a tio n
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w h a te v e r. C le rg y  of w h a te v e r  race , c reed  o r p rev io u s  
co n d itio n  of se rv itu d e  o u g h t n o t  to  m a k e  com m encem en t 
add resses. T each e rs , even  in  B ird  C en ter, o u g h t n o t to  
m an ife s t in to le ren ce  of an y  re lig io u s  d o c trin e  o r p rac tic e , 
o u g h t n o t  to  say , fo r ex am p le , t h a t  w e  w o rsh ip  th e  
B lessed  V irg in , th a t  in d u lg en ces  a re  p erm iss io n s  to  
co m m it sin , th a t  p rie s ts  ta k e  m oney  fo r fo rg iv in g  sins, 
t h a t  C atho lics a re  opposed to  th e  re a d in g  of th e  B ible , 
t h a t  w e are  ig n o ra n t an d  th a t  o u r  C h u rc h  fo ste rs  
ig n o ran ce , t h a t  w e-b e liev e  th e  P o p e  ca n n o t com m it sin , 
a n d  so on. T h e y  o u g h t n o t to  g ive  p a r tis a n  s ta te m e n ts  
of su ch  h is to rica l even ts as th e  In q u is itio n  o r th e  
R e fo rm a tio n , an d  th e y  o u g h t ca re fu lly  to  avo id  p a r tis a n  
tex t-boo lcs. I t  is a sou rce  of p rid e  an d  g ra tif ic a tio n  to  
m e to  observe th a t  th ese  offences a lw ays u n w itt in g ly  
co m m itted , as I  believe, a re  becom ing  m ore an d  m ore  ra re  
a n d  th a t  co n seq u en tly  th e  tem p er of m y  ow n peop le  w ith  
re g a rd  to  th e  p u b lic  schools is  becom ing  m o re  an d  m o re  
fa ir  an d  ju d ic ia l. I f  a ll of u s  w ho  h av e  th e  b lessed  
w o rk  of ed u ca tio n  to  do w ou ld  show  ourse lves m ore  
la rg e ly  sy m p a th e tic , m ore  b ro a d -m in d e d  an d  cosm o­
p o lita n , th e  so lu tio n  of th e  p rob lem s w h ic h  to rm e n t o u r  
m in d s  w ou ld  be co n sid erab ly  h a s te n e d  an d  a  g en e ra l 
sp ir i t  of sw eet reasonab leness w o u ld  rep lace  th e  s p ir i t  of 
ac rid  an d  p ass io n a te  co n tro v ersy .

L e t  m e conc lude  as I  b eg an . I  h av e  a tte m p te d  to  
s ta te  th e  C ath o lic  v iew  of th e  p u b lic  school as f ra n k ly  
an d  as inoffensively  as I  can , an d  I  am  deep ly  g ra te fu l  
to  th e  officials an d  to  th e  b road  A m erican  sp ir i t  w h ich  
h a s  m ade th is  possib le.
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NEEDS OF THE UNIVERSITY

V is ito rs  to  N o tre  D am e ju d g e  fro m  th e  a p p e a ran c e  of 
th e  b u ild in g s  a n d  g ro u n d s  th a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity  h a s  no  
n eed  of m oney . I t  is, n ev e rth e le ss , ab so lu te ly  w ith o u t  
end o w m en t, a n d  i ts  w o rk  is  se rio u s ly  h a m p e re d  b ecause  
i t  h a s  no  re so u rces  e x c e p t th e  fees of s tu d e n ts . T h e re  
a re  two scholarships a n d  th e  in te re s t  fro m  th e se  fo u n d a ­
tio n s  is  u sed  in  e d u c a tin g  an d  b o a rd in g  tw o  s tu d e n ts .

T h e re  a re  over th re e  th o u s a n d  ( 3 ,0 0 0 )  C a th o lic  
s tu d e n ts  in  th e  n o n  - C a th o lic  co lleges of A m erica , an d  
v e ry  m a n y  of th e se  w ill lose th e i r  fa ith , a n d  a ll w ill b e  
w eak en ed  in  t h a t  fa ith , b ecau se  o u r  peop le  lo o k  u p o n  
co lleg ia te  in s t itu t io n s  as th e  p ro p e r ty  of p r iv a te  co rp o ra ­
tio n s  w h ic h  a re  to  b e  le f t  to  ta k e  ca re  of them selves .

N o tre  D am e ask s] fo r sch o la rsh ip s  fo r b oys w ho  can  
n o t p a y  th e  ex p e n se  of ed u ca tio n , an d  w ho , th e re fo re , a re  
ob liged  to  go to  n o n  - C a th o lic  co lleges to  th e  d e tr im e n t 
of th e ir  fa ith . A  fo u n d a tio n  of $8 ,000  w ill e d u c a te  an d  
b o a rd  a  s tu d e n t as lo n g  as th e  U n iv e rs ity  e x is ts . A s one 
b u rs a r  is  g ra d u a te d  a n o th e r  can  ta k e  h is  p lace . T h e  
fo u n d e r  of th e  sch o la rsh ip , of cou rse , a lw ay s h a s  th e  
p riv ile g e  of a p p o in tin g  th e  s tu d e n t.

Foundations fo r  Scholarships are a very pressing need.
W e  la c k  m oney  fo r a l ib ra ry  b u ild in g , an d  fo r tw o  

m o re  d w ellin g  h a lls  l ik e  8  o r in  H a ll.
T h e re  is no  L ib ra ry  F u n d  fo r th e  p u rc h a se  of new  

books.
T h e  n am es of [the b en e fac to rs  w ill be  g iv en  to  all 

fo u n d a tio n s .
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