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ORCULAR LETTER No. 71

OF THE

VERY REVEREND SUPERIOR GENERAL

TO THE

| Oongregation of fhe Haly @mm.

REv. Fataers ANXD BELovED CHILDREN IN JESUS CHRIST: , .

After having spoken at such length of
my trials and dangers on the ocean, I must
now tell you of the happiness which I enjoy
in the Eternal City.

I have always loved Rome, the city of the
Sovereign Pontiffs;—and what Catholic ought
not to love her for the same reason? But it
appears to me that my affection for her in-

“creases with my yéars.” These two ideas are
5o closely united in my ‘case this mormng as
" to constitute but one; and the reason is as
follows: To-day I am entering on my sixty-
third year, and I must acknowledge that the
-—anniversary of f my birth and baptlsm could
not “be accompamed with more consolation
_and happiness. = T have celebrated Mass in the
very room in which St. Bridget died, attended
by her daughter, St. Catherine.
There was an additional circumstance which
T cannot lightly pass over. On the 1st of the
month I had requested His Holiness to cele-
brate Mass on the next day with the chalice
which he had presented to the Church of Our
Lady of the Sacred Heart, and though in
general he has ceased to grant such favors, he
_was kind enough to listen to my request; and
on the Feast of the Purlﬁcatlons“ ‘hichis a
festival of obligation in Rome, he celebrated
the Holy Sacrifice with the beautiful chalice,
" which, it is needless to inform you, thus be-
came much more precious in my eyes than it
had been before. Imagine our joy on seeing.
it brought back from the Vatican! But es-
pecially with what joy did I not make use of it
this-morning for the first time after His Holi-
ness! I oﬁ'ered up the Holy Sacrifice for our
dear famlly of the Holy Cross, and in thanks-
"giving for the pious and fervent prayers.
* which had been addressed to Heaven for my
safety. Neither did I forget to pray for the
Holy Father, whose constant kindness lays us
“every year under new obligations,
" A few days after my arrival in Rome, the
_ Rew. Procurator General and I yere admitted
| - to a private audience;'and for upwards of a
‘" half-héur the Holy Father showed himself so
. kind and paternal that we fairly thought our-
. selves obliged to say that we had never before
seen him so amiable. He listeried to my re-
“marks on the “ Guardian Angels of the Sanc-
tuary” not only with interest but with emo-
tion, as you will see when the Brief of appro-
bation permits me to count on your pious con-
course. I am, therefore, happy to be able to
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state, for your satisfaction, as also for my own,
that His Holiness is more than ever favorably
disposed towards the Congregation. I can
without hesitation affirm the same of ‘the Sa-
cred Congregation of the Propaganda, where
for the past eight years we have invariably
met with favor, which, however, was never
more clearly manifested than at present.

~Therequest todelay-for-two years the hold-.
ing of the General Chapter has been favora-
bly received by His Eminence the Cardinal
Prefect, who immediately obtained the sanc-
tion of the Holy Father. We could not, in
truth, have expected any serious objection,
since the Sacred Congregation, though ani-
mated. with the best intentions, has not yet
found time to complete the revision of the
Acts of the General Chapter of 1872. I have
not yet received these doecuments, although
our Rev. Procurator has for that purpose
made several visits to the Propaganda. . They
sometimes teH us, with a smile: “You must
remember that Rome is the Eternal City, and
years here are like days .elsewhere.” The

truth is that the dignitaries and employees of

this vast Congregation are simply crushed with
‘work‘especially for the past few: years; on-ac-
count of the trouble given by the Italian Gov-
ernment, without,speaking of the almost gen-
eral persecution of the Church We must,
therefore, be patient. '

‘We should all persevere in olir eﬁ’orts to
render ourselves more deserving of the favors
of the Holy See—and above all of the bless-
ings of Heaven—drawing closer the bonds of
union, which, while giving strength to asso-
ciations, also constitute the happiness of each
associate; studying and observing the Capit-
-ular Rules, which should be the law for all,
and thus aiming to create that unity of ac-
tion, of spirit, and of sentiment— Cor unum et|m
anima una—as it was in the primitive Church,
among our fathers in the faith.

Let us all read and often meditate the ad-
mirable dlscourse of our Saviour, in the 17th
chapter of St. John: Holy Father, keep
them in Thy Name, those whom Thou hast
given Me: that they may be one, as We also
are..... Those whom Thou gavest Me, have
I kept, and none of them is lost, but the son
of perdition. -And again: I ask that they
all may be one as Thou, Father, in Me, and
I in Thee, that they also may be one in Us:
that the world may believe that Thou hast
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sent. Me. I should be happy to hear that
during the week which follows the reception,
of this Circular the admirable chapter to
which I have just alluded has afforded a sub-
ject for meditation every morning, and that
all Communions bave been offered in this in-
tention, and also a special memento in the
same intention, whlch is the mtxmate desire of
the Heart of. Jesus. ’

As the month of March aI;proaches, conse- |

crated as it is to St. Joseph, I recommend to
you in a special manner - devotion to this glo-
rious Patron of our Congregation and of the
universal Church.
cious means of honoring him is to extend his
Association and to enrich our Annals with
edifying facts.

Quite a number amongst you are deserving
of praise for their zeal in procuring associ-
ates; but few, very fe\yf have complied with
the request of the editors, so often repeated
both in the Annals and at the annual retreats,
viz.:- to. furnish documents of interest con-
cerning the progress of the devotion, its re-
sults; the festivals of which it is the object, or
even pmtlcular events which honor religion =
and which-would-be. interesting..to our-read-.-
ers. It might even be advisable to borrow
occasionally from different publications and
thus spare the editors the trouble of making
those long researches which sometimes become
impossible for them,

T will not disguise from you the fact that I
found the Annals too little encouraged. Isit .
not clear. that such indifference is an insult to
St. Joseph, and. that to give up the Annals
would be a shame for us all?

I hope that what I have said will have for
effect to stir up more zeal on this point, so that
at the end of each month a stock of matter

may arrive at Neuilly.in which there will be
left only the trouble of choosing what is most
interesting and edifying.

The Annals serve to make our Congregation
better Knowa, and thoy niay. benmeanswhich—
God will make use of to draw vocations to us..
Let us all ask St. Joseph to treat us in this
respect with fatherly affection.

Let us all continue to work with courage;
let us love one another ; and rest assured that
I sincerely love all the members of the Con-
gregation,

H. SORIN, C.S.C.,

Superior General.
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