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CIRCULAR LETTER No. 81 

OF. TilE 

VERY REVEREND SUPERIOR-GENERAL .. _ 

TO TilE 

NOT~E DAl\IE, l\Iarch 23, 1877. 

REV. FATHERS AND DEAR CIIILDREN IN JESUS CHRIST: 

If, on one hand, .Divine Providence multiplie.3 vocations and enables us t~ make a choice among those who 

seek admission into our Novitiates; on the other hand, inexorable death visits our ranks often enough to remind_ 

~sall that we entered Religion, above all, with the view to prepare ourselves to die· a better death. Of this the fol­

_lowing letter is. a new proof, and like a new warning : 

_ "VERY REv. FATilJll: It is my p~inful duiy to inform you of the demise of our dear FATHER ST, CYR, which happened 
this morning at 6.30. He had been sick for somemonths, and looked to approaching death without tho least fear or terror· 
Nay, since a few weeks he seemed to take pleasure in repeating that he should die on Sl Joseph's Feast. He ~arnestly solicited . 
it-as a special favor._ A~d our august Patron, in his tenderness; has ·deign-ed to g-ive a new proof that his true servants never 

- ~~ay .. tohim i'u v~in. Our dear depa;ted ':Father died the· death'. of the just; strengthened with all the helps the Holy .Church 

offers her children at the supreme hour, ·when the gates of Eternity are opening before them. 
· "With respect and submission, your devoted in Jesus Christ, _ 

" C. LEFEDVRE, C. S. C." 

Willingly we shall nil join toget}H~r. t~ pray for the beloved deceased, who was a Professed since 187 4 j. and, nt 

the s~metime, to bese~ch ou~ glorious Patron, more than ever, to extend his protection over the Congregation, 

_ wh~~~ providential dev~lopment ostensibly reveals the greatness of his power, while it bdngs; I tni:st; 'in our souls, 

an increase of gratitude and of filial_ confidence. ,, 
Requiescat in pace. 

--E~ SORIN,·O.; S.-0 .. 
Superior General. 
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REV. P.Enxs ET Cnxns ·Fni:nxs _EN J:Esus CnmsT: -- -=<: · 
:Si, plusque jamais,lc_Cielmultiplic les voco.tioris ~t nons met ~n demeure de faire un cholx, parmi ceux: qui sollicitent·­

-. admission dans nos Noviciats, Ia mort aussi fro.ppe assez soui'ent au m:meu de-nos rangs, pour nous rnppellerzl tous quenous ne 

· sommes _entres en religion que pour no_us inieux prcparcr a bi~n mourir. 

La le~tre qui suit-en est unc nouvelle preuve en ml'lmc temps qu'un nouvel avertissement: 

"TnEs REv. Pi:nE :-:- .. _ 
. . .. -· 
)'J1o.i lc pcnlble devoir de vous apprendrc lo. mort de notre cherP.iinx ST: Crn; arri~ee ce matin a six: heures ct 'demie. · 

liio.lado depuis de longs mois, cc cher Pt)re a vu venir lo. m?rt sans frayeur. De;uis plusieurs semaincs; il se plaisait ineme 

~ nous repllter quil mourrait le jour de Ia Fllte de St. Joseph. .C'ctait une grande" faveur qu'il sollicitait de notr~ auguste . 
• • . • • • • . ' f • -

~atron avec une gro.nd~ ferveur. Cebon ct tendr~ Perc a vo~l_u. ~ous prouver q uc son devouii servltcur ne l'avait pas_ prie en 

vo.in. Notr_e cher dHunt~stm~rt de Ia mort des justes ct muni de tous l~s secours que Ia Stc; Eglisc procu~c ii ses cnfants ·it 

l'heure supreme oil s'ouvrent pour._eux les profondeurs de l'eternite. 

"Avec respect et soumission,v~tre tout devoue en N. 8." 
. ~:·- . 

"c. LEFEBVRE, c. s. C." 

Nous prierous tous pour le cher dcfunt qui etait prorcs· depuis 1874, et coujurerons notre glorieux Patron d'etendrc pJus . 
- ... ' - ·~ : ::. - _· . . . . . . 

que jamais sa protection sur Ia Congregntion!dont lc developement· proviclentiel nous montre Ia grandeur de sa puissance et en 
- - - . 

mCme temps, j'esperc, faitcroitrc dans nos ilmes I e. sentiment qc notre reconnaissance 'ct de notre filiale confiance. 

E. SORIN, C. S. C., 
Superieu~: Genernl . 
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