
J. M. J. 

CIRCULAR LETTER NO. 129 

OF THE 

Very Rev. SUPERIOR GENERAL 
OF THE 

U:ongr-egation of the Hol11 U:r-oss. 

NOTRE DAME, IND., OcT. I8TII, 1884. 

REv. FATHERS AND BELOVED CHILDREN IN JEsus CuRisT: 

I never felt more absoiutely at a los~ how to than\ you all, somewhat adequately, for the numberless 
and touching testimonies of affectionate devotedness poured upon me, this week, at home, and from all 
-directions far and near, on the occasion of my glorious Patron's Feast. Would to God that I had deserved 
-one-half of·your thanks and praises!, No other occasion brings to my sensitive heart a. deeper sense of 
my unworthiness. Above all, I wish to do justice, and credit everyone with his own merit. How then 
could I feel justified in accepting your eulogies for blessings and successes, due to your own prayers, de­
votedness, and long self-sacrifices? Fortunately, crediting others with the whole merit, in which we may 
have a share, is no loss to any one of you; for the day is coming, when God Himself will render full jus-
tice to every one, according to. his real and personal merit. _ 

Much .as I desire to know and fully appreciate the personal merits of all our worthy Religious; delight­
ed as I feel to discover in any one of them new treasures of heart and mind; my sentiments of increasing 
esteem and love, while showing me my inability to reward what touches me so keenly, raise my thoughts 
and aspirations to God, who alone can reward what I can only admire. Our dear Religious 
.Family never appeared more worthy of our love and confidenee .. Persecuted in the Old World, 
it is blessed in the New, even above our expectations; with very few exceptions, our Houses are filled 
as they never were before, notwithstanding the hard times we pass through.· Let us show our gratitude 
to Heaven, and especially to our Blessed Mother, during this beautiful month consecrated to the Holy 
Rosary, by a daily increase in fervor and in devotedness to duty. The Blessed Virgin has done so much 
for us that no child of the Holy Cross should fail to thank her, if not as she deserves, at least as fervently 
as is possible to an honest heart. Oh! who could tell the blessings, the treasures, she holds in reserve 
for those who will justify their claims, their actual rights, on her loving motherly tenderness. 

Occasions like this, placing me in direct and pleasing contact with the Congregation at large, give 
me an excellent opportunity of knowing, or even rea9ing, the hearts of our beloved Religious, who, 
by words or letters, joyfully reveal their true sentiments. What a delight for me to hear or read 
expressions of filial respect from such pious souls, whom Heaven has so singularly blessed or visibly. 
prepares soon to become the favorites of God or of His Holy Mother! For such there are among 
us, whose labors have been blessed unquestionably more than those of others. Year after year, they 
have proved treasures for the Community. Others, though younger, already inspire and daily con­
firm the same consoling hopes. Why not all? _ Are not the same opportunities offered to each? Is not 
every one supplied with the same means of becoming a Saint? Most undoubtedly; but in Religion, as 
in the world, we must confess it, some are more in earnest than others. · · 

On the eve of such a beautiful ·Feast, let me suggest a means by which everyone of us may become an 
especial object of blessings, a rich treasure to the Community, a model, an edification to all, a Fa'l!orite of 
the Blessed Virgin, and an object of sincere esteem and love to all around. What can be the means or 
the source of such prolific abundance of precious results? A serious resolve, with God's Holy grace, to 
honor above all, and to our last breath, the purity of the Blessed Virgin. Such a virtue never goes alone. 
Purifying. every day, with a will, earnestly, generously, not only our senses and our acts, but our in_ten- · 
tions, and thoughts and affections, our whole being, will delight our Guardian Angels, who will report. 
promptly,joyfully,'to their Heavenly Queen, whom they will find aware of it and rejoicing, even anxious 
to come and reward what she herself ever loved best on earth. The moment the seal of purity shines on 
a Religious heart it becomes her own treasure; wherever she sees it she blesses it, and inakes of its owner 
a centre of graces and merits. It matters not whether it shines in the lowest or highest office; it spreads a · 
light on the entire ground of duty. Oh! the blessedness of pure hearts! Such a benign and delightful 
light rejoices a pure soul in the accomplishment of the humblest;or hardest duties, as it did some of our 
_glorio!l~ martyrs when it shone in their dark dungeons and gave them a foretaste of what awaited them 
next d:w in Heaven. "Blessed are the clean. of heart, for they shall see God." They will find Him 
)y1terever obedience calls them. Feeling, rea:Hzing His presence, they will execute His holy will, in de-_ 
llght, to the very best of their ability. ' 

'E. _SORIN, C. S. C.; 
Superior General • 
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·:·. :· ;Jamais:je tn!~l.i~·:ressenti ·plus .vivement::mon•: impuissance a :vous :·remercier;: ·com me ·il 
convient dele' faire,1 des ·nombreux et touchants temoignages de devo~enientdilial:que:vou~ 
m'ave~ donnes:de·tous cotes a'l'occasion1de.1'anniversaire de la Jete; de. IDOl! glorieux patron~ 
Pltit ·a' Diet{ que J'eitsse merite :vos reinerciments et .yos, louanges! Aucune autre. occasion 
n'est'plus 'propre a: me penetrer'de:mon indignite.:Il est·juste de:rendre il.cha~un ce qui Jui 

.. est 'dti~ :-Comment doric ponrrai~je 'nie'justifier en :acceptant:vosilouanges pour des benedictions 
et des succes dus a: vos prierE:s personnelles et ii vos sacrifices! ·Heureusement, attribuer-a'u?' 
autres le succes auquel nous aYons pu contribuer, ne nuit a personne, car le grand jour 
"appri:)che ou :Di~u'!reridra: a,:'chacun'ce:'qu'il: aura·.:merite. ··:·. :;:t: )'; .,;, :J::··· . ..; ,.;;' '':: 
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'· · · Malgre le 'desir:que' j'ai,.de·:connaiti;e· et,d'apprecier. pleinement ·le ·,merite 'personnel de 
chacuri :·d(f 1nosi 'dignes. relig'i(mx ;:: malgre 'lai joie::que; j'eprouve \.en: decouvrant; en; ~UX·;de 
iJ.'ouveaU:X:' tresors· !d(\i:coour: •et d'esprit; IDP.Si sentiments' d'all].OUr: et d'.estime·,pour. ~UX• elevent 
in'es penseeidl. Dieli;' qui SEml: peut·recompenser: ce ,que;je ne' puis.:qu'admirer.;r ·,;: ;; : ::· ,, i::L '.:) 
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:' ,·· :~_amais notre• 'Chere :famille·•religietise .. n~a .. e~e .plus digne de. notre 3;IDO~r.:.et de. :notr.~ 
COnfianc·e ;·'persecutee ·~ans l'ancieri ·mond~, ell e .. est en. pleine,pr()Sp,~~ite, ~ans )e. nQUVe~u; 
Nos Inais'ons;,·potida plupat;t, n'onfjaniais.ete si:prosperes, malgr~ les;te~ps. ~s~ ~_if!ic.iles qlJ.~ 
nous: tra versons~: ·Montrons; done ~notre g1~atitude a.: Dieu,: ~t: .a : 1\fa~i~,. spe~ial~~e!lt. pen4~~t 
ce: ·beau· mois idu·· Saint.:..n.osair.e, .par: notre:·ferveur .et, notre exactit~~-e ;a ,tqu~ n9S! ~ev,oi~.~ 
religi'eux. La 'sainte Vierge £a: tant fait pour. no us, qu'aucun !ils de .Saillte.,.,Qro,ix: 11e: .p~u.~ 
nianquer de ·la remercier, non: pas com me elle: le; merite; ,mai~ aut~~t q~'il.-.e~t ,P9~.s~ble 1a ,~11 
c'oour: geri.e'reux·de 1e:faire. Qui peut dire les tresorsde graces qu~e!l~r~serye pqt~F ~etr;·qui · 
se·confienta'Sa1-tendress'e maternelle?,:r:;: .. ''···· :i"',' '''":··:., .. · 



!Jne circonstance ~omnia celle-ci me met en contact direct avec la Congregation" en 
general,- et me fournit une exc<:!llente occasion de connaitre et d'apprecier la bonte des cani.r8', 
de cas bien-aimes religieux qui, verbalement ou par ecrit, m;ont i·evele leurs touchants· '. 
sentiments. Quel bonheur pour moi d'entendre ou de lire taut de marques de 4evouemeni ~:. ::, 
filial, emanant d'ames si pieuses, d'ames particulierement favorisePs du ciel et auxquelles 

~ .: ' 

i\iarie a~corde deja de · si gran des faveurs. .: : :: , ;; :. ;: , : ,; • ·~ 1 ~· ,; ... . . 
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Sans doute, il y 'a des religieux parmi no us dont les travaux ont eu plus. de. s~~ces q ~e . 
ceux de leurs freres : ils soot de vrais tresors pour la Congregation. D'autres, quoiqu·a 'plus' 
jeunes, nons donnent'le meme consolant espoir. Que ne marchent-ils tons dans cette voie! 
Chacun n'a-t-il pas les memes moyens pour·. deYenir saint? San~ doute. M·ais en· religion:. 
comme dans le monde, les uns sont plus ardents que les autres; il y en a qui vi vent pour. 
Dieu, d'autres pour'"eux-memes. .· 

.'Ala veille d'une si belle fete, qu'il me soit permis de vous suggerer un moyen par lequel 
chacun de nous pent: deve~ii; tin riche tresor~ pour<Ja Commtinaute/un i.1odele, une source 
d'edification pour ceux qui nous entourent, et un favoris.3 de la Vierge i\iarie. Quelle pent 

, etre Ia source de si ·precieux resultats? Un Jerme pt•opos, a·n~c la grace de .Di~u, d'honorer 
par-dessus tout et jusqu'a la mort, la sainte Purete.de la Reine ,du ciel. Une telle .v.er:tu. neva 
jamais seule~ ·En purifiant. to us les jours, avec .une .. volonte energiqu~ et genereuse, ngn seu:­
lement nos sens et nos actions, mais aussi nos intentions, nos pensees et n?s tJ,ffections, tout · 
notre. etr,e. rejouira nos anges gardien~ qui,: sur-Ie..:champ et avec joie,. en rendront compte 

...., _____ ,.;__......,..;.~a~·l:.,::e~Uc.:,.r~·c-:;::,e~le~s::,:t:::_,e. Reine; qui s'en rejouit d'avance, et qui, est toujours .prete. f. recomp~n.ser. ce 
qu'elle-meme a tant· aime sur la·terre.. . · ... 
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Des que le sceau de Ia purete .brille dans un (!(EUr r(lligieu;x:, c~ co:mr de':.ient Je. tr~sor 
de Marie, et elle en comble de graces I'heureux possesseur. Oh! ,que! bonheur que celui d'un 
cceur pur!:Une lumiere douce.et delicieus~ .eclaire l'ame pure dans l'a~cqmplis~em.~ntd_e ses 
devoirs les plus:modestes. et les plus. penibles,,lumiere, semblablej .. celle ,qui. eclairait,qu6l~ 
ques:..uns des· glorieux martyrs; qua'nd elle brillait au fond. de leur_s.sombres :cachots. et ieur 
communiquait un avant-gout de la gloire qui les att~ndait ·au~dela de la tom be .. Bienhe~r~u'x 
ceux qui onl le cwur pur, car ils verront Dieu ! Oui, ils 1~ trouver~nt ou l'obeissance les 
appell~; comme ils jouiront de sa sainte presence His .executeront sa volonte sainte .avec 

. joie et le plus parfaiieinent possible. 0 la. sainte purete ! devise des premiers :fondate~rs de . 
Notre-Dame! Ils quitterent li:mr patrie bien-aimee,la. France, le jour de-la fete de Notre: 
Dame des Neiges ;'et; quand Us arrivererit ici;· ils tr_ouverent tout le pays enveloppe d'un epais 
manteau de neige d'une beaute et d'une blancheur. eclatantes.; N'etai~ce pas la un souvenir . 
delicieux de· ce qui se passa, le 5 aoiit, d'heureuse rriemoire? Pendant cinq longs mois, ce 
manteau immri.cule couvrit le domaine de la M~re ~e Dieu, et: personne ne_peut _en ignorer 1~ 
signification symbolique: 'cet ·evenement fit. sur. nos .coours une .pt:ofonde impres~ion : evi~ . 
demment la sainte Vierge voulait vo~r briBer, dans, cet endroit I Mni, eette saiutepurete 



~' 

~ 
; ,. 
f 
1 •·. 
l 
! 

qu'elle aime tant, et qui resplendissait non seulement sur les ondes glacees des lacs, mais 
aussi dans le cceur des religieux. 

Les desseins des hommes changen~, mais les desseins de Dieu sont immuables. Pendant 
toute notre existence , nous . devons vivre corrime les anges. Beati immaculati in via ! 
ambulabunt si~lpliciter in luce Domini (1).· 

E. SoRIN, c. s'. c. 

Sup. general. 

(Traduit de l'anglais.) 

(1) Bienheureux ceu~ qui sont sans tache dans leur voie! lis marcheront simplement a Ia lumiere du 
~eigneur. · · 
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