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SMC pride
rally unites
student body

By MATTHEW LOUGHRAN

Associate News Editor

As part of what organizers called “Saint
Mary’s Pride Day," Saint Mary’s students
held a rally on Friday at noon in Holy
Cross Ilall on the Saint Mary’s campus.

“The rally went great,” said vice presi-
dent of the Saint Mary’s student body Lori
McKeough, who load the rally. “It was the
culmination all of the activity on campus.
This could have been a negative thing. But
it was unbelievable how unified everyone
was.”

The Shaheen Saint Mary's Bookstore cut
1400 blue-and-white ribbons with the
words “Saint Mary’s College” printed on
them in blue letters. The ribbons, which
organizers began to hand out at noon,
were gone by 1 p.m.

“I handed out 400 ribbons myself,”
McKeough said. “Students, faculty, admin-
istration, everyone was out there to sup-
port the school.”

The rally was planned at a meeting in
Holy Cross Hall on Sept. 15 which nearly
300 students attended. The meeting
addressed a letter written to The Observer
by Notre Dame sophomores Catherine
Syner and Stacey Fuller, in which Saint
Mary's College students wore called “para-
sites" to Notre Dame’s host.

"There were a lot of alumni in town this
weekend, and many of them said that they
were proud of the way that things were
handled." said Saint Mary's student body
president Nikki Milos. “Students, by wear-
ing ribbons showed that they were proud
of themselves and proud oftheir school.”

During the rally, McKeough read a letter
from Saint Mary’s vice-president of
Student Affairs Linda Timm. “The letter
expressed support for the students and
congratulations on how the situation was
handled” McKeough said. “It was also
about strengthening our bond with each
other.”

Although the idea for the rally originated
in the uproar over Syner and Fuller’s let-
ter, McKeough said that the rally was not
based in hostility towards Notre Dame.

"We were there to celebrate SMC. not to
come back against Notre Dame.” she said.
“It was really just about how much we
love Saint Mary’s.”

Research by Sarah J. Hiltz contributed to
this report.

Immortalized in stone...

Making it

official

Residents join

dedicate hall

By SARAHJ. HILTZ

News Writer

Despite cloudy, rainy weather, Welsh Family
Hall was officially dedicated Friday.

The main event began with a mass of thanks-
giving at the Basilica of the Sacred Heart. The
next step in the dedication was a procession to
the front of the new dormitory, at which point
University President Father Edward Malloy said
a blessing.

Also attending the blessing was Welsh Hall
rector Sister Maureen Minihane, as well as
Kathleen and Robert Welsh and their children,
Suzanne Welsh Mulshine, Mary-Carol Welsh
Puntillo and Dan Welsh.

Many Welsh residents also went to the dedica-
tion and wore blue and silver ribbons as a way
of showing thanks to the Welsh Family. Blue
and silver are the colors of the new Welsh
Whirlwind.

The Welsh family also provided Welsh Family
Hall hats, t-shirts and chocolates for each resi-
dent of the now building on West Quad, and
each resident was treated to a catered meal fol-
lowing the ceremony.

Research by Sarah Nelson contributed to this
report.
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Welsh family members attended the dedication ceremony on Friday.
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A sculpture of Frank Leahy, Notre Dame graduate and former football coach, was dedicated Friday afternoon
on the east side of the stadium. The 6-1/2-foot statue was created over the period of a year by University alum-
nus Jerry McKenna [62). Members of Leahy’s family attended the dedication.

N GRADUATE STUDENT UNION

GSU lobbies Grad
School for space

By MATTHEW LOUGHRAN

Associate News Editor

The Graduate Student Union office in 219 LaFortune
Student Center has room for only GSU secretary Jo
Blacketor and one other desk. Because of this, the GSU
has decided to lobby the Graduate School for more office
space this year.

“We have a closet, and barely a walk-in one at that,”
said Suzanne Coshow, GSU president, in her report to the
Graduate Student Council on Sept. 8. “In 1993, when we
were moved to LaFortune, we were initially promised the
entire suite. Practically every [GSU] president since then
has written a long letter addressing our currently defi-
cient space and justifying why we need more [space] to
the appropriate administrators. Every year we get
ignored and then assigned the same space,” said Coshow.

In the same report, Coshow announced a plan to submit
a report on the need for office space to James Merz, vice-
president of the Graduate School.
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What Would
Father Sorin
Think?

A long, long time ago,
Father Sorin was walking
around the American

Sarah J. Hiltz
News Copy Editor
Midwest, looking for a

place to rest his weary feet and, while he was
at it, to found a university. He decided to stop
in Indiana. (Experts are still debating the rea-
son for this; hypothermic insanity has not
been ruled out.)

Not long after this glorious moment in the
history of the world, Saint Mary’s College was
founded as well. Father Sorin was extremely
happy to have a few women in the neighbor-
hood, since the seminarians were getting
lonely and he was running out of clean socks.

When stumped with what to name his new
school, Father wanted to attribute his
foundling academy to his native France. “La
Sorbonne” was taken, and he didn’t have
enough perspective chefs for “Le Cordon Bleu
I1,” so he went with “Notre Dame,” roughly
translated as “Pleasepleaseplease, Mary, let
me live through this winter without killing
Father Jean-Luc for his parka.”

In 1972, thanks to a moment of clarity on
the part of the administration, possibly caused
by a compositional change in the drinking
water, women were admitted to Notre Dame.
Saint Mary’s College, however, continued to
be considered a “sister school,” even though
Saint Michael’s laundry service was fired up
to continue the tradition of clean socks well
through the 20th century.

It is now 1997, and Saint Mary’s is still con-
sidered a necessary complement to the Notre
Dame student body. We share computer labs,
dining halls, classes, and (let’s be honest,
girls) men. It would be irresponsible, however,
to ignore the fact that Notre Dame’s admis-
sions criteria are more arduous, and Notre
Dame’s parents slap a few more bucks on the
table than do the parents of Saint Mary’s stu-
dents.

But so what? Although the two schools have
different admissions criteria, lcan think of a
lot of worse things to be" mistaken for than a
Belle; besides, the difference will show itself
on our diplomas, which is all that some people
care about, anyway. And as for the money,
what’s a few more grand when you’ve already
spent half the gross national product on
books?

Apparently, a Saint Mary’s student com-
plained that she could not see at football
games because all the students stand up, and
two Notre Dame ladies had a few choice
words to say about it. I can’t say that this is
the first time I've heard anti-Saint Mary’s sen-
timents expressed. I can certainly relate to
Notre Dame women who are frustrated
because they go to a “brother school.” I would
feel perfectly adequate in my educational situ-
ation without any additional feminizing influ-
ences, thank you very much.

But petty insecurities aside, we’re dealing
with a lot more than computer labs and foot-
ball games — we’re dealing with tradition.
Notre Dame and Saint Mary’s have always
been inseparable institutions, and, like it or
not, it’s probably going to stay that way.
Maybe Saint Mary’s is to blame. Maybe Notre
Dame is to blame. Maybe the forlorn football
fan is to blame because she was not born
taller. But I doubt anything is realistically
going to change any time soon.

Besides, there are more important things to
worry about, such as where I am going to find
a clean pair of socks.

The views expressed in the Inside Column
are those of the author and not necessarily
those of The Observer.
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Hurricane Nora regains strength, heads for Baja

MEXICO CITY

Hurricane Nora strengthened Sunday
as it shifted course and headed north-
ward toward the Baja California penin-

Hurricane

Asof5 am. EDT Friday

sula, threatening a half-dozen tiny
islands in the Pacific Ocean.

The Mexican government posted hur-
ricane warnings for the sparsely popu-

250 miles

250 km

Position: 14.4°N, 104.0 W
Moving: N at 7 mph
Sustained winds: 100 mph
Gusts at: 125 mph
Moving: Stationary

“This is a large and powerful hurri-
cane,” said Max Mayfield of the National
Hurricane Center in Miami, Fla., in a
telephone interview.

“If it does turn gradually (more) up to
the north it will not only have winds and
storm surges but could bring some very
heavy rains over portions of Mexico,”

Nora

lated Socorro Island and nearby Flood warning-——— Mayfield said.

Revillagigedo Islands. At 1 p.m. EDT, Nora’s center was
Flood warnings also remained in located about 400 miles south of the tip

effect for hundreds of miles of Mexican MEXICO G"lff(.'f of Baja California.

coastline, from Cabo Corrientes to w Mexico On Saturday, roiling surf washed away

Punta Maldonado. Pacific of‘"’"" Mexico - beaches, damaged beach houses and
Churning surf and 12-foot waves Cabo Corrientest 0 X exposed the roots of scores of palm trees

generated by Nora have pounded ‘g
beaches and damaged property along
thousands of miles of coastline since

the tropical storm was upgraded to a 14° 114
hurricane Thursday. There have been
no deaths reported.

Lazaro Cardenas
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Source: Accu-Weather Inc.

Kevorkian aids another death

BLOOMFIELD TOWNSHIP, Mich.
An ailing 78-year-old Canadian
man committed suicide with Dr.
Jack Kevorkian’s help after con-

sulting with him several times,
Kevorkian’s attorney said.
Natverlal H. Thakore of British
Columbia suffered from

Parkinson’s disease, said Geoffrey

Fieger, Kevorkian’s attorney. He

killed himself Saturday night. In a letter Fieger sent
to the media, Thakore said he wanted to die in a
dignified way rather than be “reduced to the indig-
nities of childhood diapers; spoon-feeding; semi-
death.” Police Capt. James Anas said in a statement
that officers were called to a motel around 10 p.m.
Saturday and “found an unidentified male deceased
from an unidentified cause.” The department
declined to comment further. It would be the fourth
suicide linked to Kevorkian since Aug. 29. He has
acknowledged attending 49 other suicides, but
Fieger has said Kevorkian has been present for
“nearly 100” deaths since 1990. Kevorkian has
been cleared of charges in three Detroit-area trials
covering five deaths.

Test asks why elderly drive so poorly

UNIVERSAL CITY, Calif.
A virtual reality road test takes elderly drivers on a sim-
ulated spin through city and country as part of an experi-
ment to help determine why seniors are so often involved
in accidents. Senior citizens seated in front of a computer
screen “drive” through a cartoon scene in which cars cut
across the street, pedestrians appear suddenly and stop
signs and trees flash by. From the simulation, scientists
hope to develop a research model of how brain and motor
skills work together. The goal is to devise driver training
and engineering designs to improve road safety, “We’re
trying to break down the system to find where the weak
spots are,” said Charles Fox, assistant professor of oph-
thalmology at the University of Maryland in Baltimore.
The test, developed by University of Maryland
researchers, was discussed Sunday during a seminar
sponsored by Research to Prevent Blindness, a voluntary
organization that supports eye research. The seminar
focused on the aging eye and on treating diseases that can
rob older Americans of their ability to see — and drive.
Car accidents are a leading cause of injury-related deaths
among Americans 65 and older, who by the year 2000
will make up 28 percent of the nation’s drivers.
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in the popular resort of Acapulco.
In the tiny Mexican state of Colima,
authorities made preparations to evacu-
90° ate residents after several dozen homes
ap and other buildings were badly damaged
by wind gusts and strong surf.

Feds consider vaccine lawsuit

MINOT, N.D.
A federal court is considering an Indiana couple’s claim
that the government should pay them $14 million because
of health problems caused by tainted vaccine given their
daughter at the Minot Air Force Base seven years ago.
Special Master LaVon French will decide whether federal
claims court in Washington, D C., will proceed with Arthur
and Bonnie Brown’s claim against the Department of
Health and Human Services. They arc seeking medical
compensation and other damages for their 8-year-old
daughter, Ashlee. The Browns testified Thursday at hearing
before French in Washington. David Terzian, a Justice
Department attorney representing the federal government,
said French probably will rule in about 30 days. The
Browns are asking for compensation under the National
Vaccine Injury Compensation Act, a federal law passed in
1988, Terzian said. In such cases, he said the amount of
compensation depends on the damages proved. Arthur
Brown said he and his wife are seeking $14 million for
punitive damages and future medical costs for Ashlee.
Punitive damages are damages awarded to punish a defen-
dant. The Browns’ two small children, Harley and Ashlee,
were vaccinated at the Minot Air Force Base hospital
against mumps, measles and other diseases in May 1991,
while their mother was visiting relatives in North Dakota.

Ninety volunteer for live HIV injection

CHICAGO
A group of doctors and public health advocates say
AIDS research is so important that they are willing to
risk their lives by being the first humans to be injected
with a vaccine consisting of a live, though weakened,
strain of HIV. The International Association of Physicians
in AIDS Care, based in Chicago, wants to conduct the
test involving about 50 volunteers. The group intends to
talk with National Institutes of Health officials about the
idea. Gordon Nary, executive director of the Chicago
group and one of the trial’s volunteers, said the risks of
being in the study are diminished by what can be
learned from it. AIDS vaccine development is a slow
process because of the safety measures and rigorous
animal testing needed before injecting humans with a
trial vaccine. “Vaccine development has really dragged
on because there is an assumption by conservative sci-
entists that people won’t step up and do this,” Nary said.
AIDS research efforts have focused on vaccines that do
not involve a live virus because of fear that even a weak-
ened, live human immunodiciency virus strain might be
capable of causing AIDS or other problems. “I’'m not ..
suicidal, ”Nary said.
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By DINA BRICK

News Writer

Modern American society is
suffering from a “values vacu-
um," according to Senator
Joseph Lieberman of
Connecticut.

Lieberman is a prominent
figure in what he calls the
“revolt of the revolted,” a
movement focused on curbing
the degradation of collective
values in American society.
According to Lieberman, this
values vacuum is primarily a
result of the trend towards the
careless inclusion of violence
and promiscuity in television
programming, movies and
video games.

JPW

ATTENTION
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Lieberman: Stop American media’s ‘values vacuum’

“The electronic media is
speeding the moral breakdown
of this society,” said
Lieberman Sunday night, as he
spoke before a near-capacity
crowd at the Center for
Continuing Education. “Media
moguls do not appreciate the
consequences of what they are
producing.”

Media bigwigs in positions of
such influence and power have
a moral responsibility to the
nation’s audience, especially
children, to choose program-
ming which does not fill the
values vacuum with the “per-
verse values they are (current-
ly) purveying,” Lieberman
asserted.

He also pointed to the scan-

dalous state of campaign
fundraising as another exam-
ple of moral degradation in
modern society.

“We have lost a sense of
common foundations,” said
Lieberman. He cited faith in
God, respect and honor for the
dignity of human life, cherish-
ing of the family, and the belief
in the American dream as
“America’s birthright,” univer-
sal values which arc disap-
pearing in modern America.
Instead, the values vacuum is
being filled with “vulgarity”
such as gangsta rap and music
groups like Marilyn Manson, as
well as gratuitously violent
video and computer games,
among other things.

JPW

SOPHOMORES!

Get involved in 1997-98 JPW

The committee for this year’s Junior Parent’s Weekend is

looking for a Sophomore Chairperson. This is your chance to get

involved in one of the most exciting events of junior year. Don’t let

this opportunity pass YOU by, apply now!

* Applications are now available at the LaFortune Infomation Desk

* Applications must be returned to 315 LaFortune by September 26.

If you have any questions please call Jeff Jones at x1631

JPW

JPW

Notre Dame Football vs. Michigan

Bus Trip

Saturday, September 27
Bus leaves: 9:00 a.m. Stepan Center

Tickets on sale starting at 1:00 p.m. on
September 23 at the LaFortune Info Desk

Cost: $20 per bus ticket for round trip bus
transportation to Michigan Stadium

(Bus leaves Michigan Stadium 30 minutes following the end of the game)

2 tickets per student ID

Brought to you by Student Activities

Children are
most at risk
from exposure
to immoral
media, said
Lieberman.
They are
learning to
respond to
disagreeable
situations with
guns because
of pervasive
media vio-
lence; also,
rampant
promiscuity in
the media has
led to lax sex-
ual attitudes
as well as
contributed to
today's high
rates of teen
pregnancy,
according to

the senator.
Iliphprm nn
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> Senator Joseph Lieberman spoke last night about the
an onservant need to curb violence and promiscuity in the media.

Jew, pointed
to the secularization of modern
society as a culprit. We have
driven religion from our public
life, he stated, which has suc-
ceeded in lowering our moral
standards. He also indicated
that a collective return to the
values upheld in religious life
would be a step toward ame-
liorating the situation, as “the
strongest response will be the
one that begins with faith.”
Lieberman continued to say
that we have, however, been
making progress in recent
years. Television talk shows
such as those hosted by Oprah
Winfrey and Rosie O’Donnell,
and programs such as
“Touched By An Angel,” are
indicative of a possible trend
toward a more moral and
wholesome media attitude. The
“V-chip,” which blocks
unwanted TV shows from a
given TV set, as well a content-
based TV ratings program, are
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examples of what is being done
about taking the morality judg-
ment away from media moguls
and putting it back into the
hands of parents. It is a step
towards ameliorating the prob-
lem of parents in competition
with a culture which is not
instilling proper values: if par-
ents do not instill values in
their children, the electronic
media serves as a surrogate
parent, said Lieberman.
Lieberman acknowledged
Notre Dame as being founded
on such basic tenets as a firm
belief in God, love of family
and country, and civility. By
extrapolation, the United
States as a whole should follow
in similar footsteps, he said.
He closed the lecture with a

reference to President
Kennedy’s inauguration
address, the conviction that

“on Earth, God’s work truly
must be our own.”
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“NEIGHBORHOOD R0OOTS”

A BUS TOUR OF DOWNTOWN SOUTH BEND
& SOCIAL SERVICE AGENCIES

FOR THE CLASS OF 2001
AND OTHER INTERESTED STUDENTS
($3 -Dinner included)
Sign-up at the
Center for Social Concerns
Deadline extended until 9/23
MAKE YOUR RESERVATION NOW!

NEIGHBORHOOD
NOTRE DAME
&
SOUTH BEND



By JIM ABRAMS

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON

Saying their persistent
demands for a special investiga-
tion had been vindicated, senior
Republicans on Sunday insisted
that Attorney
General
Janet Reno
must now
seek appoint-
ment of an
independent
counsel to
look into
White House
fund-raising
activities.

“I honestly think she has no
other choice,” said House
Judiciary Committee Chairman
Henry Hyde, R-Ill. “There is suf-
ficient and credible evidence
sufficient’ for her to ask a panel
of federal judges to appoint an
independent counsel, added
Senate Judiciary Committee
Chairman Orrin Hatch, R-Utah.
“She could do that tomorrow.”

On Saturday the Justice
Department revealed it has
opened a 30-day review of
President Clinton’s involvement
in campaign money-raising
irregularities during the 1996
presidential campaign. During
that time, Reno must decide
whether to launch a more
extensive 90-day review that
could lead to her petitioning the
court for appointment of a spe-
cial prosecutor.

Notwithstanding a number of
questionable fund-raising prac-
tices being pursued by congres-
sional investigators — and
already under review by a
Justice Department task force
— a federal law enforcement
source speaking on condition of
anonymity said the specific 30-
day review period disclosed
over the weekend is limited to
whether Clinton made fund-
raising phone calls from the
West Wing of the White House
and whether those solicitations
violate a law.

“We suggested she should
have done that seven months
ago,” Hatch said on NBC’s
“Meet the Press.” “She ought to
get the burden offher back.”

Republicans have been press-
ing Reno to invoke the
Independent Counsel Act that
comes into effect when senior
members of an administration
are suspected of legal violations.

Sen. Thad Cochran, R-Miss.,
said on CBS’ “Face the Nation”
that “the Attorney General
should resign" to take responsi-
bility for delays in the investiga-
Other GOP lawmakers
have urged that impeachment
procedures begin against her if
she fails to move for a special
prosecutor.

She has so far resisted, sug-
gesting that it is unclear
whether a century-old law ban-
ning federal employees from
seeking political donations from
federal offices is applicable to
the president and vice presi-
dent.

But a Justice-FBI probe into
fund-raising activities has taken
on new life in recent weeks with
reports that donations solicited
by Vice President Al Gore, and
possibly Clinton, were moved
from soft money accounts,
which may be outside the law,
to hard money ledgers. Soft
money refers to the unrestricted
contributions to national politi-
cal parties while hard money is
directed at certain candidates
or races.

White House senior adviser
Rahm Emanuel said on CNN'’s
“Late Edition” that the presi-
dent did nothing illegal and “we
plan on cooperating” fully with
the Reno investigation.

Both Clinton and Gore have

Clinton

tion.
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Republicans demand counsel

sought to play down the possi-
bility of any political damage
from the latest development. “1
don’t know anything about it,”
Clinton said on Air Force One as
he returned from a trip to
California. Gore said in Moscow
that it would have no effect on
his visit to Russia.

The investigation has taken a
toll on public opinion of Gore,
CBS News reported Sunday.
Just 21 percent of 1,051 adults
have a favorable view of Gore,
the lowest in any CBS poll since
he became Clinton’s running
mate in 1992. More than half
are undecided and a quarter
have an unfavorable view, CBS
said.

The poll was taken by phone
Thursday through Saturday,
and results have a margin of
sampling error of plus or minus
3 percentage points.

Hatch said the real issue was
not whether Clinton and Gore
made improper phone calls
from the White House, but on
whether foreign governments —
namely China — illegally tried
to influence the presidential
election and on whether White
House-generated donations
went into hard money accounts.

“This is another Agnew-Nixon
situation,” said Hyde, also on
NBC in reference to the

Watergate investigation during
the Nixon administration.

But Democrats on the Sunday
news shows stressed that a
Justice Department

decision to call for an
pendent counsel was far from
certain and that Reno must be
allowed to make that decision
based on the evidence.

“She’s been abused almost
out of her mind and 1 wish my
colleagues would lighten up and
let her do her job,” said Rep.
John Conyers of Michigan, rank-
ing Democrat on the House
Judiciary Committee.

Sen. Robert Torricelli, D-N.J.,
a member of the Senate
Governmental Affairs
Committee, which is holding
hearings on campaign finance
irregularities, told ABC’s “This
Week” that never in the 114
years of the statute has anyone
been prosecuted for making
phone calls or soliciting nonfed-
eral employees from federal

inde-

property.
A Republican on the commit-
tee, Sen. Arlen Specter of

Pennsylvania, said that while
appointment of an independent
counsel was “inevitable,” he
agreed with Democrats that
attention should be focused not
so much on past problems as on
future reforms.

o o o o o
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Labor group calls
for right to organize

By KEVIN GALVIN

Associated Press Writer

PITTSBURGH

After the votes were counted
at a North Carolina food-pro-
cessing plant, workers say,
managers let the employees
know what they really thought
of their efforts to form a union.

“We were pushed out of the
room, we were beaten up, spit
on,” said Rayshawn Ward, 21,
who was sprayed with Mace
and handcuffed by security
guards when he stepped in to
protect his wife in the melee.

If the AFL-CIO has its way,
such stories will be seen as
more than random incidents of
workplace strife. The giant
labor federation aims to make
the right to organize the next
big civil rights issue.

The AFL-CIO is gathering in
Pittsburgh for its biennial con-
vention — the first celebrating
labor’s rejuvenation under the
presidency of John Sweeney,
who has made recruitment his
top priority.

Still, fewer than 15 percent
of American workers belong to
a union.
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While the increasing global-
ization of the economy and an
anti-union climate in the 1980s
stymied unionization efforts,
Teamsters President Ron
Carey was more blunt about
blaming the leadership of the
past.

“A lot of it was because peo-
ple fell asleep at the wheel,”
Carey said referring to what he
often calls “fat cat” union
bosses who were more inter-
ested in their own advance-
ment than in supporting work-
ers.

Currently, unions need to
recruit 300.000 new members
yearly just to maintain their
share of the work force. But
without dramatically increas-
ing membership, the labor
movement will find it difficult
to win battles over wage dis-
parity or broader social issues.

Companies that wish to
thwart unionization of their
workers typically have more
resources, can constantly lobby
workers at their work sites and
use labor laws to delay certifi-
cation of union votes for three
years or more.

TIA A CREF.
Proven
Solutions
To Last

a Lifetim e.

We take a lot of pride in gaining

high marks from the major rating

services. But the factis, weTe

equally proud of the ratings we

get in the mail every day from

our participants. Because at

TIAA-CREF, ensuring the finan-

cial futures ofthe education and

research community is something

that goes beyond stars and

numbers. So from traditional

and variable annuities to life

insurance and personal savings

plans, you'll find we provide

the right choices—and the

dedication—to help you achieve

a lifetime of financial goals. The

rating services back us up. So

does Bill.

To receive a free Personal

Investing Kit, including charges

and expenses, plus our variable

annuity prospectuses, call us at

1800 226-0147. Please read them

carefully before you invest or

send money.

www.tiaa-cref.org

Ensuring the future

for those who shape it.5

“Source: Morningstar. Inc., June 1997 Morningstar is an independent service that rates mutual funds and variable annuities. The top 10% of funds in an investment category receive five stars and the
next 22.5% receive four stars Morningstar proprietary ratings reflect historical risk adjusted performance, and are subject to change every month. They are calculated from the account's three five, and
ten-year average annual returns in excess of 90-day Treasury bill returns with appropriate fee adjustments, and a risk factor that reflects performance below 90 day T bill returns. The overall star
ratings referred to above are Mormngstar's published ratings, which are weighted averages of its three , five-, and ten-year ratings for periods ending June 30,1997 The separate (unpublished) ratings

for each of the periods are:

Period CREF Stock
Account
Star Rating/Number
of Domestic Equity
Accounts Rated
3-Year 4/1,423
5-Year 4/924
10-Year 4/441

CREF Bond
Market Account
Star Rating/Number
of Fixed Income
Accounts Rated

CREF Social
Choice Account
Star Rating/Number
of Domestic Equity
Accounts Rated

4/566 4/1,423
4/364 4/924
N/A N/A

Equities Account
Star Rating/Number of
International Equity

CREF Global CREF Equity
Index Account
Star Rating/Number of
Domestic Equity

Accounts Rated Accounts Rated
5/274 5/1.423
5/158
N/A B#

CREF Growth

Account

Star Rating/Number of
Domestic Equity
Accounts Rated

5/1.423
N/A
N/A

are based on TIAA's exceptional financial strength, claims paying ability and overall operating performance. ***Source: DALBAR, Inc., 1995 CREF certificates are distributed by
TIAA CREF Individual and Institutional Services. For more complete information, including charges and expenses, please read the CREF Prospectus offered above. Read it carefully before you

invest or send money


http://www.tiaa-cref.org
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At a dead run, it can

gauge the exact instant

to backhand a tennis ball

traveling at 95 miles an hour

for a baseline winner. Calculate how
electrons move in a crystal. Compose
symphonies. Even program a VCR.

It's your brain. Incredibly malleable.
Infinitely versatile. Awesomely inventive.
At Andersen Consulting, we want to keep it
that way. So we challenge it with a stimulat-
ing variety of assignments. Develop it with
an average of over 170 hours of advanced
training per year. Reward it with advance-
ment. And support it with the resources of
nearly 45,000 professionals operating across
47countries. At Andersen Consulting, we
always keep you in mind.

We invite you to join
Andersen Consulting/Notre Dame Alumni
tonight to discuss
career opportunities.

TONIGHT!
7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
THE MORRIS INN
NOTRE DAME ROOM

All majors welcome!
Casual attire is appropriate!

All students interested in interviewing
with Andersen Consulting should submit a
resume to the Career and Placement Office

by September 23rd.

© 1997 Andersen Consulting

Andersen Consulting is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
For more information, please visit our web site at
http://www.ac.com
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Americans not about
to stop eating burgers

By SCOTT BAUER

Associated Press Writer

LINCOLN, Neb.

So a hamburger can kill you.
So what?

This, fellow Americans, is One
Nation, Under God, Indivisible,
with burgers and ketchup for all.
And if you think that some itty
bitty bacteria are going to
change all that, well, you’re a
Quarter Pounder short of a full
load.

“There’s something about eat-
ing a big bite of hamburger,”
said Sam Ross, former manager
of King’s Drive In, a Lincoln,
Neb., fast food restaurant dating
back to the 1960s. “It’s some-
thing you can chow down on.”

There’s the “Sunshine Burger”
in San Francisco, served with
sprouts, scallions and avocado;
the “Jiffy Burger” in Lincoln,
Neb., with peanut butter and
bacon; the five-pound “Family
Burger” in Sault St. Marie, Mich.,
designed to serve 10 to 12 peo-
ple.

Since the 1940s, hamburgers
have been America’s favorite
food, according to Nation’s
Restaurant News. There were
5.4 billion hamburgers/cheese-
burgers served in commercial
restaurants in 1996, that is up
3.8 percent from the previous
year.

Ross said burger sales make
up 75 percent of King’s business
— about 300 burgers a day.

He said business did not slow
even with the E. coli contamina-
tion scare that led to the recall of
25 million pounds of ground beef
from a Columbus, Neb., plant —
the largest meat recall in the
nation’s history.

No lag in beef sales was
reported across the country,
even though the contaminated
hamburger sickened more than
a dozen people in Colorado.

Of course, many years of warn-
ings about cholesterol haven’t
pushed McDonald’s or Burger
King out of business, either.

“All Americans grew up with
hamburgers,” said Alisa
Harrison with the National
Cattlemen’s Beef Association — a
group that, admittedly, has a
steak in the burger’s popularity.
“Especially when you’re a teen-
ager. What do you do when you
get your driver’s license? You get
a burger.”

The hamburger’s roots can be
traced back to the tribes of
Tartary living in the Baltic
provinces in the Middle Ages.
German trading partners devel-
oped the Hamburg steak — fried
beefseasoned with onions — and
brought it to America in the
1700s and 1800s.

Stories vary on just how the
Hamburg steak evolved into the
present-day hamburger. Some
credit Charlie Nagreen of
Seymour, Wis., with inventing it
in 1885 and selling it at the
Outagamie County Fair.

Neighborhood Study

Help Programs

Interested in helping little kids?
Tuesday, Thursday 3-4

Call Margie at 634-3756

ATTBENIION

STUI)INIT(JOVE RNM ENT IS

CALL TIM KELLER 4-4957

Tley Katie!!!

We can't think of a bet-
ter place to turn 18 than
at AJotre Dame. Tlope
your day was as great
on 9-20-97 as onrs was

on 9-20-79.
Wishing you the best

on your 18th birthday.

Mwch Dove/
AAom & Dad XO's
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Crackdown results in arrests in West Bank

By GWEN ACKERMAN

Associated Press Writer

JERUSALEM
Israel arrested dozens of
Palestinians Sunday in an exten-
sive crackdown on Islamic mili-
tants while
easing travel
restrictions
o n
Palestinians
working in
Israel.

M ilitary
censors with-
held the
names, vil-
lages and the exact number of
Palestinians arrested.

However, Israel television
Channel 1 reported that about
40 suspected militants were
taken into custody during the
sweep, which it said took place
north of the West Bank city of
Nablus.

An army statement said only
that the operation took place in
the northern West Bank and
elite paratrooper and undercov-
er units participated in it.

The arrests come in the wake
of two suicide bombings in
Jerusalem that killed 25 people,
including the five attackers. The
Islamic militant Hamas group
claimed responsibility for the
July 30 and Sept. 4 bombings.

The Israeli government on
Sunday also loosened a ban that
had prevented Palestinians from
traveling to Israel. The ban,
imposed after the Sept. 4 bomb-
ing, had cost the struggling
Palestinian economy millions of
dollars each day, the World
Bank said.

Israel announced that 4,000

Netanyahu

construction workers would
receive permits to go back to
their jobs. Last week, some
10,000 Palestinians were
allowed entry.

“We will check the security sit-
uation daily and continue the
(easing) process if the security
situation allows,” said Shlomo
Dror, a spokesman for Israel’s
military government in the West
Bank.

The Israeli government’s
actions on Sunday came several
hours before Cabinet Secretary
Dan Naveh left for Washington
for meetings with U.S. officials.

Naveh, one of Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s closest
advisers, said his trip was
intended to pave the way for
meetings set for later this week
between Israeli Foreign Minister
David Levy and top Palestinian
official Mahmoud Abbas.

“In the first stage we will look
at what the Palestinian Authority

has done as a preliminary step
against terrorism, and we hope
that the picture we find will
allow negotiations and the work-
ing groups to resume,” Naveh
said.

Israel has demanded that
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat
crack down on Islamic militants
blamed for the suicide bombings
in Jerusalem. It holds Arafat
responsible for the attacks
because ho failed to destroy the
militants’ infrastructure.

Naveh said the Cabinet has
decided that Israel will not hand
over more territory to the
Palestinian Awuthority until
Arafat takes serious measures to
rein in the militants.

Also Sunday, scuffles broke out
in the Arab neighborhood of Ras
al-Amud in east Jerusalem
where Jewish settlers moved
into two buildings last week.

Several dozen Palestinians
tried to force their way into the

homes only to be pushed back by
police.

The move by 11 Jewish set-
tlers into Ras al-Amud has fur-
ther complicated efforts to
resume Israeli-Palestinian nego-
tiations. In a compromise with
Netanyahu’s government, the
settlers moved out Thursday, but
10 religious students moved in.

Arafat on Sunday called the
takeover “a clear violation” of
the peace agreements between

R U
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Israel and the Palestinians.
Palestinians want east
Jerusalem to be their future cap-
ital, and believe even a small
Jewish presence in Palestinian
neighborhoods like Ras al-Amud
jeopardizes those hopes.
Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak suggested that the
moving of Jewish settlers into
Arab east Jerusalem was like
Iraq’s 1990 takeover of Kuwait.

N O S

NORTH
273-3890

Every Monday
All-You-Can-Eat

Pizza and Pasta for $5.00

6:00-9:30

Come and watch Monday Night Football

273-3890

“STILL THE BEST"

Gender Studies Critical Issues Roundtable

Intersections / Insinuations:

and the

Gender Studies

Arts & Letters Curriculum

Robert Wegs - Professor of History; Director, Nanovie Center for European Studies
Barbara Green - Assistant Professor of English

Patricia Davis - Assistant Professor of Government

Rene Rimelspach - Senior, Gender Studies Concentrator

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24

4:30-6:00

118 DEBARTOLO HALL
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Solidarity wins unexpected victory in Polish elections

By COLLEEN BARRY

Associated Press Writer

WARSAW

Leaders of a reborn Solidarity
claimed a surprise victory over
the governing ex-communists in
parliamentary elections Sunday,
the first step toward controlling
the government after four year’s
in opposition.

In one of the most dramatic
political recoveries in the former
Soviet bloc, the group of parties
tracing its roots to the trade
union that ousted the commu-
nists in 1989 won at least 33 per-
cent of the vote, according to exit
polls for Polish television. A sepa-
rate poll for the newspaper
Rzeczpospolita gave Solidarity 34
percent.

The governing Democratic
Leftist Alliance, the former com-
munists, trailed with 27 percent
in both the television and news-
paper polls. The polls, which flue

tuated marginally through the
night, indicated a voter turnout of
about 59 percent.

The voting edge would not give
Solidarity an outright majority in
the 460-seat Sejm, but should
allow it first chance to form a
coalition with allied parties. On
the eve of the elections, most
opinion polls and the parties
themselves had predicted a neck-
and-neck finish.

If Solidarity manages to forge a
parliamentary coalition, it would
share power with President
Aleksander Kwasniewski, the for-
mer communist who defeated
Solidarity founder Lech Walesa
as president in a tight election
two years ago.

The cohabitation is not likely to
be as contentious as previous
periods in Polish politics. Despite
controversy over such issues as
transfer of state-owned industry
to private hands, both major
blocs applaud NATO’s decision

to extend membership to Poland
and both want to see Poland join
the European Union.

Final elections results were
not expected until Wednesday.

But announcement of the exit
polls, shortly after balloting
ended in the late evening,
sparked a celebration at
Solidarity headquarters in
Warsaw.

“I’d like to thank all those
who voted for Solidarity. I'd like
to thank all those who love
Poland, who love truth, who
love Solidarity,” said Marian
Krzaklewski, who succeeded
Walesa as leader of the bloc.

“If this victory is officially con-
firmed, we will correct all the
mistakes that have been made
so far,” Krzaklewski said,
promising to transfer much of
the central government’s power
to local authorities.

Krzaklewski shook the hand of
Walesa, who received an ova-

TRUMAN
SCHOLARSHIP

Information Meeting

for

JUNIORS interested in Public Service

Tuesday, September 23, 1997

4:30 - 5:15 p.m.

206 O'Shaughnessy Hall

Notre Dame MIS. CS. CE. CAPP. and other
computer related majors:

We are looking for a few highly motivated people with a
strong background in computers who are seeking a career

or internship in Information Systems.

If you are the kind of person who is interested in
challenging rotational assignments, exposure to senior
management, further educational development, and having
input into the direction of your career, the ACCENT
Program may be the right full time opportunity for you.
We are also hiring Summer Interns for 1998.

Representatives from Travelers Property Casualty will be
on campus for the Engineering Industry Day on
September 24th in the Fitzpatrick Hall of Engineering from
10-4. Please stop by our booth to learn more about these

exciting opportunities in Information Systems.

Travelers at Notre Dame

September 24, 1997
November 19, 1997
November 20, 1997

- Engineering Industry Day:
» Information Session:

* On-Campus Interviews:

TravelersProperty Casualty

A Memberor TravelersGroup u

Travelers Insurance. Hartford, CT 061X3. We Are An Equal Opportunity Employer.
Committed to Work Force Diversity. Travelers Insurance actively promotes a drug-free workplace.

LITHUANIA

RUS.

POLAND
rv TN v 1

GERMANY

CZECH RER

Sejm-lower house, 460 seats
Senate-upper house, 100 seats

Poland-28.5 million voters
Abroad-tens of thousands of
Polish voters

Expected turnout- 45-52 percent

tion from several hundred
Solidarity supporters in the
domed portrait gallery where
Solidarity set up its headquar-
ters.

“This time, we’ll treat the vic-
tory as an obligation to carry out
the policies that the nation
asked us to,” Walesa said.

Poles at the polls

The Poles will elect a new
parliament on Sunday,
September 21.

7989-Solidarity topples
Communism

7990-Lech Walesa elected
president

7997-First free democratic
parliamentary elections

7993-Election called early.
Former communists and other
leftists win a majority of seats in
the lower house

7995-Aleksander Kwasniewski
defeats Walesa for presidency

7997-Third fully free elections
to take place

Some Solidarity supporters
chanted “Down with
Communists.”

But the mood of the leaders
was subdued, and they decided
not to uncork a bottle of
sparkling wine that was on
hand, apparently hoping to
avoid jinxing the results.

the

University of Notre Dame International Study Program in

ANGERS,

FRANC

1998-99 Academic Year
“Top Ten Reasons You Should Not Go To Angers”

With

Professor Paul McDowell

Monday, September 22
7:00pm
Room 313 DeBartolo

Returning Students will be on band to answer questions

FIVE QUICKEF*"

UNIVERSITZ
COUNSELING
CENTER

m

carning about yourself, dealing with problems and *
growing with the changes in your life arc important
parts of the Notre Dame experience

The Professional Staff of the University
Counseling Center (UCC) invites you to
consider joining a group.
In addition to Persoral Gowth Goups
The UCCalso dlfers SUPPORT GROUPS far:
Graduate Students,
African-American  Students
Transfer Student

Gays and Lesbians

Students  with:

Family Concerns
Eating Concerns

Chronic Illn

Call UCC for
more
Information!
631-7336

These roups

g 1

O m

The era of big issues: the cold war and
the budget de%cin are giving way to
nore E)emonal concerms

1USA ludav, 6/9/97)

Bill Gates and Steve lobs agree
Understandmg differences and having
compatible communication is essenti:
for more growth.

You missed the chance to connect at
Lillith Fair
Contact Contact Contact
REAL CONTACT

And the number one reason remains

More exciting, meaningful
relationships i South
Bend simply can't be

Weekly groups are

available on:*

MONDAYS. TUESDAYS.
4:00 - 5:15 3:30 - 4:45
WEDNESDAYS.
3:30 - 4:45

articular T
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TheéTwoSides Draft the Settlement

To whonv it may concern."

*I understand you are.
a nice, honest person..]

although I have no idea
what you're talking about."

vand. any pain and embarrassment
it may have caused you. and

Here's a million bucks.

Descent into the Catacombs

On the wall of the esteemed Oak Room (the best food
on campus) is a mural that defies description. An artist
in the distant past attempted to compress both Indiana
and Notre Dame’s histories onto two walls, much like
the South Bend post office mural. However, this artist
must have been indeed a lunatic, given the lasting
impression the mural creates.

Starting on the eastern wall, a scientist of some sort
is examining a test tube with a frustrated look on his
face. Why is this great white scientist’s frustration so
manifest? The answer, of course, lies right outside this
door. The Indian slave labor camp is not peeling of
bark specimens quickly enough for his superfluous
pseudo-science!

Other highlights of the mural include the feuding
Indian family which is upset because either the wife
dumped a pot of water on the fire, or because they

David
McMahon

have a tree growing out of the middle of their teepee.
Either way, the husband is off sulking at the side of the
teepee, much to the happiness of the safari-styled leop-
ard hunter to his left.

The Oak Room mural is only one in the fabric of
campus oddities that inevitably pile up over 150 years.
The Notre Dame campus is replete with such trea-
sures, personalities, flukes, and hidden secrets. The
most outrageous historical anomalies are the remnants
of old school Catholicism which litter the campus like
catacombs. These anomalies, coupled with the
University’s betrayal of its pacifist Catholic tradition,
create a visible web ofresidual 19th century thinking.
Take, for example, the fight over the Columbus paint-
ings in the Administration Building. Nearly every truly
intellectual institution has recognized the wholesale,
genocidal tendencies practiced by the United States
during its continuing war against Native Americans.
Notre Dame, however, enshrines a man whose men
decapitated Indian boys for sport, a man who insisted
to his death that he had found Asia, a man who intro-
duced slavery to a civilized culture. The real reason
behind why the University refuses to deal with
American Indian concerns is that they would be forced
to comply with the agreement to give Native American

people, whose lands were confiscated, a free educa-
tion. They would have to come face-to-face with the
liberation theology so eloquently taught on campus.
They would have to implement their mission.

The most glaring example of an odd campus institu-
tion is, hands down, the ROTC building. This pimple on
Notre Dame’s progress must be expunged. As a young,
impressionable youth, Ijoined Uncle Sam’s imperial
Navy in the hopes of someday defraying some college
expenses. The combined effects of bland, propagandis-
ts lies in the classroom and the tap dance shoes issued
to me a size too small by the “quartermaster” and
forced a quick retirement for this veteran. I believe
what really steamed me up wasn’t the fellow camou-
flaged, not the Desert Storm patches with scantily clad
women cavorting about tanks, not even the tap danc-
ing routine we practiced out on the Joyce Center park-
ing lot. It was the building itself. Talready look some-
thing like Bill Murray in “Stripes,” but this was too
much. On top of my ill-fitting tan monkey suit, I had to
wear a crossing guard belt and make notes about
whether or not certain “hatches” wore secure. Ah,
droll task! Sleep was on the horizon. To amuse myself,
lended up doctoring the logs and noting various ghosts
passing through what ITassumed were secure “hatch-
es” and “heads.” In any event, it is the conclusion of
every thoughtful person that a military instillation has
no place on the campus of a university that claims to
follow a pacifist, let alone a place of higher learning.

On a lighter note, I highly recommend to each and
every member of the Notre Dame community to stave
off the coming winter blues by really examining the
space in which you live. Such places I nicknamed
“machine alley,” for instance, entertained me for eons
on my passage through Nieuwland Science Hall. For
those not in the know, there arc ways to traverse near-
ly the entire campus in the frigid winter without so
much as stepping outside. Machine Alley is comprised
of several rooms filled with odd-looking James Bond-
era devices and white-robed men operating them with
frequent suspicious glances over their shoulders, obvi-
ously agents of S.P.E.C.T.E.R. T often wondered
whether or not these machines were connected with
“The Master Control Room” of DeBartolo. You decide.
The machines are fascinating, and their purpose is
nothing short of mysterious. One friend of mine saw
two of these “scientists” throwing a football back and
forth as a third made notes. Indeed.

The archive room in the library, the maze of under-
ground tunnels around campus and connecting to
Saint Mary’s, the Snite Museum’s vast and varied col-
lection, the music and video treasures in the ‘Brare,

North Dining Hall (at any given moment I expect to see
people clomping around in ski boots), and the radiation
building surrounded by dead trees, etc., are all prime
examples of the plethora of odd treasures you can
experience by becoming ajunior detective here at du
Lac.

Stay tuned for my utopian vision of Notre Dame.

David McMahon is a recent Notre Dame graduate
doing social work in Oakland and can be reached at
dmcmahon@hotmail. com.

The views expressed in this column are those ofthe
author and not necessarilg those of The Observer.
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ANPAS THEFIEIPSOF FLOWERS
CONTINUE TOTAPE IN FRONTOF
BUCKINGHAM PALACE, PECAY/SS
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SIPE OF THE GATESA(S WELL!

WHITHER THE WINDSORS?INTO
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A nd forget not that the
Ixearth delights to feel
your bare feet, and the
winds long to play with your
hair.”

—Kahlil Gibran
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The Ultimate Team:

You’ve seen them on the quad. Their
(lying discs come so close to your
unsuspecting head that you’d swear
they didn’t know what they were doing.
You hurl obscenities at them for endan-
gering your life. You mock their long
hair, bare feet and soiled clothes.
“They smell,” you say with disdain.
Those guys probably skip class." or even
Mass, to ‘play frisbee.” How can their
parents even love them? They have no
direction. They just run around like
foolish children. In fact, they didn’t
even go to the Job Fair. On the whole,
you may think they are maladjusted,
misanthropic reefer addicts.

But you’d be wrong. For underneath

Michael
Peppard

their long hair resides a well-trained
mind, schooled in the fundamentals of
projectile aerodynamics. Underneath
each of their bare chests lies a heart
which pumps the blood of spirituality
and solidarity through their veins.
Underneath their camouflage threads
hums a finely-tuned human machine
prepared to risk gash and bruise to
cherish the disc and protect your head.
And their parents do love them. My
friends, I'm speaking of the most mis-
understood group of individuals on our
campus: The Ultimate team.

This is an expose of sorts, to bring
the remarkable accomplishments of
this club to the fore. I think the stu-
dents of Notre Dame should know at
least something about the most suc-
cessful club sport at their school. The
Ultimate team, led by the veteran talent
ofteam captain/club president Joe
Kerbleski, Dave Shiel, Andy “Patch”
Pascale, Tim Brown, and Noah
“Mama’s Boy” Gray, has exploded onto
the national collegiate circuit in only
four short years since its inception.
Last year they won the Illinois/Indiana
collegiate division, and they have gone

M ON THE POLLEN PATH

Nature

Contrary to what [ used to erroneously believe,

to the 15-state regional competition
each of the last three years. In fact,
they missed going to nationals by only
one game last spring.

The team is enthusiastic about the
spring season, even though they lost
two veteran members — the Brothers
Blanche! — to the real world. They
have a wealth oftalent to back up the
seniors with big names like Stitches
Kovalik and James Beebe in the junior
class and Walsh and Punk in the sopho-
more class. When Iinterviewed
Carleton College’s Ultimate squad, the
second best team in the country, they
expressed apprehension about clashing
with ND this year. Their remarks
included, “I'm worried about Stitches ...
he’s got mad skills.” “Patch has got a
mean hammer throw, and Kerbleski is
a mighty warrior.”

But the Ultimate team is much more
than a spectacular bunch of athletes.
They are an intellectual and spiritual
experience. Boasting one of the highest
cumulative GPAs of any Notre Dame
sports team, the Ultimate team exem-
plifies the union of academics and ath-
letics. And for those interested in the
idea of “Ultimate as a spiritual way of
life,” you can ask any of the team mem-
bers for a brief explanation.

Stitches mentioned the spirit of
Ultimate when discussing the most
recent tournament. “Since Ultimate
doesn’t have any referees,” he said, “all
the players just have to live by the spir-
it.” It doesn’t matter if the tournament
is on the line — all players must invoke
the spirit of peace and harmony when
making important calls. If Patch comes
down with a diving grab in the back of
the end zone, but he knows he landed
out of bounds, he is bound by the spirit
of the game to call himself out of
bounds. Ifonly other sports could
learn from this idealistic yet practical
code of honor.

And speaking of practicality, the
Ultimate team embodies the economic
efficiency hoped for of every campus
organization. Existing on only a couple
thousand dollars that they graciously
share with the women’s team (the team
represents harmonious gender rela-
tions as well), the team manages to
travel across the country and continue
winning tournaments. For the price of

is

Sacrificed

Dispelling

one of the computer screens in the foot-
ball team’s ecclesiastical viewing quar-
ters (the new press box), the athletic
department sponsors an entire pro-
gram which has a chance at winning a
championship this year.

If Notre Dame was really trying to be
progressive, as they always claim, they
could take a few hundred dollars out of
the football slush fund and support a
team on the cutting edge of internation-
al sports. When the Fighting Irish trav-
el to a mediocre bowl appearance, they
go by plane, stay in plush hotels and
enjoy all the amenities of stardom. Yet
when the Ultimate team travels to a
championship tournament, they cram
into a few station wagons and eat rice
cakes and water, sleeping 10 to 12 peo-
ple in each sleazy hotel room.

I guess the point of this rambling pro-
paganda is to ignite some support for
the unsung heroes of Notre Dame ath-
letics. The Ultimate team is still in its
nascency but is performing like it has

to
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years of tradition behind it. When the
collegiate season gets into full swing,
let’s get some crowd support out at
Stepan field. Yes, they are bare-footed
long hairs, and their clothes are some-
what dirty. But that’s why we love
them. So you’re all welcome at my tail-
gater next spring before the second
annual Notre Dame Ultimate tourna-
ment: White Smoke 11: Still Smokin’.
By then the collegiate circuit will be in
full swing, and we can cheer on a
group of athletes who actually have a
shot at a national championship this
year.

Michael Peppard is ajoint major in
philosophy and theology (pun intended)
who lives in the attic of the Halfway
House. He is involved in a cult of hero
worship which focuses on certain mem-
bers of thefemale Ultimate team.

The views expressed in this column
are those ofthe author and not neces-
sarily those of The Observer.

Convenienc

Notre Dame is hardly exclusive to northern Indiana.
In fact, there exists a small town in northern Maine
called Notre Dame. What is important about this town
of only a few hundred people which isjust a stone’s

Kyle
Smith

throw from the Canadian border? Not much, except
for the name of the town and the fact that her citizens
proudly sport a McDonald’s and a gas station.

I drove through Notre Dame, Maine, this summer
on my way up to a concert being held even further
north into Maine's backwoods, and we stopped
(against my will and at the insistence of the driver) at
that McDonald's. Unless I had seen it with my own
eyes, I would have never believed that available for
purchase, at selected stores only of course, is a lob-
ster sandwich and fries for $3.99. The smell of
processed seafood, very similar to that of the seafood
sandwiches in the grab 'n’ go line, permeated my
upholstery for weeks. The smell of “lobster” and the
long, weary drive from Kentucky, my home state, all
the way up to Maine Wore not the worst parts of the
trip though. The lowest point during my journey was
when lrealized that I could not run out of gas — not
even in Maine.

To many, not running out of gas in the middle of
nowhere would probably be a good thing, but it kind
of ticks me off. With the notable exceptions of
Alaska, and maybe parts of some western states, it’s

impossible (unless you are not paying attention to
your gas gauge) to drive 300 miles or so without
encountering at least one gas station and probably
multiple McDonald’s. If someone can show me a non-
circuitous route east of the Continental Divide where
it is possible to run out of gas and not to see a
McDonald’s, please let me know so that I can enjoy a
drive there.

Unfortunately for those of us who seek natural
serenity, our society values convenience over the
unspoiled beauty of America’s landscapes. Are we so
naive to believe that fast food and Dairy Marts can
somehow improve our quality of life or enhance the
forest scenery? When I venture to out-of-the-way
places, Iwant to be able to see trees, rivers, moun-
tains and wildlife. I am sick of driving through beau-
tiful scenery only to look up and see a billboard
reminding me that the Days Inn is only 14 miles
away.

The eastern part of our country is not the only com-
pletely commercialized place on the planet though.
Recently, “Outside” magazine ran an article lauding
what the editors chose as the 10 best cities in the
world. One of the factors contributing to the editors’
choices was the number of McDonald’s in a particular
city.

Prague, the capital of the Czech Republic and noted
as one of these top 10 cities, and which up until the
early part of this decade was still under communist
authority, already boasts 16 McDonald’s.

This article wouldn’t be complete without a critical
examination of Notre Dame, Indiana, as well. Notice
anything different this year on the south-end of cam-
pus? Two more dorms were added, completing the
ruin of half of the golf course. A new bookstore is
being built, interestingly right next to the cemetery.
The trees in front of Morrissey have been sawed
down, and, finally, there is more concrete, less grass
and fewer trees on God Quad. When is the construc-
tion going to end? The historic beauty of our campus

is due in large part to a few notable buildings and a
lot of old, majestic trees and well-kept grassy fields,
not the monotony of cookie-cutter dormitories. Can
someone please help me to distinguish O’Neill and
Keough from McGlinn and Welsh?

Speaking of grassy fields, allow me let you in on a
little secret: every time a few people decide to
trounce across the grass instead of using the side-
walks, it begins to wear a path. Others, in their haste
to get to class, will follow this same depression in the
grass, and eventually a narrow dirt trail has been
created. This, of course, does not look good for the
University, so another stretch of concrete is con-
structed which adds to the web-like maze wrapping
itself around campus.

Those sidewalks, like the gas stations in Maine, may
get you where you are going a little faster, but they
certainly do not improve the landscape. I would pre-
fer large areas of grass on which to lie and read, or
talk with friends, or even toss the frisbee on those
rare sunny afternoons in South Bend.

In the not so distant future, once all the grass on
campus has been paved over, maybe the administra-
tion can get McDonald’s to move into the old book-
store building. The Golden Arches would look good
beneath the Golden Dome — don’t you think?

Kyle Smith is a sophomore PLS and philosophy
major who resides in Morrissey Manor. He can be
reached at Smith.334@nd.edu. His column appears
every other Friday.

The views expressed in this column are those ofthe
author and not necessarily those of The Observer.
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Another Look at Lear

A Thousand Acres

Directed by Jocelyn Moorhouse

Starring Michelle Pfeifer and Jessica Lange

t# 1

(out of five shamrocks)

By JOE LENISKI

Accent Movie Critic

A bout halfway into “A Thousand
Acres,” I began to wonder
whether or not I had walked into

the wrong theater. The preview looked

rather striking: a sweeping, majestic
shot of a serene cornfield falls gently
onto a stoic white country farm-house.

There is a family gathered together, sit-

ting blissfully in a semi-circle on home-

made lawn furniture, sharing apple pie
and fond memories. Then the aged
patriarch looks kindly from wrinkled,
sunken eyes at his three lovely daugh-
ters gathered around him, and in a lov-
ing, modest tone reveals that he is giving
his land, the thousand acres that his
father and grandfather worked them-
selves for many years, to his precious
daughters, the beings so dear to his
heart. That was what I expected, and for
the first 10 minutes or so the movie sup-
plies the audience with this rural utopia.

Then this myopic vision falls away, and

soon all of the dark, convoluted secrets

that inevitably haunt this little piece of
heaven on earth crawl out into the light
and burn gaping holes in the idyllic cur-
tain of happiness.

But don’t misunderstand, “Steel

Magnolias” this picture is not. Slowly
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and to much disdain, the film
labors through a misguided,
super-melodramatic story
detailing the wretched lives of
a brutish, debilitated father
(Jason Robards), his
victimized daughters
(Jessica Lange,
Michelle Pfeiffer, and
Jennifer Jason Leigh),
and the men who
invariably fulfill the
masculine-stereotypes
and ruin what already
is a splintered existence for these
three women. Director Jocelyn
Moorhouse and cinematographer
Tak Fujimoto conspire to give the
movie a very soft, feminine feel,
but quite often the result is placid
or an uninteresting mise-en-scene
which detracts from the audi-
ence’s ability to engage the situa-
tion or appreciate the setting. This
film was scripted from the
Pulitzer-Prize winning book by
author Jane Smiley, thus many
elements intended to play out or
have significance in the novel
don’t translate well into the movie
story. This dumbfounding plot will
establish one situation to be of
utmost importance, then eclipse it
by another twisting event, and
then later drop any notion of that
second event all together in order to
preserve the continuity and accentua-
tion of the original event. There were
times I thought I had mistakenly walked
into a campy 80s psycho flick like
“Camp Counselor III: The Swim Test.”
Despite the eyes-rolling script and
never-ending, excessive tragedy, two
things save this film from complete
annihilation into absurdity. First is the
acting of both Lange and Pfeiffer, who
play the abused sisters Ginny and Rose.

A bove

The elements of plot, as misleading and
abstract as they sometimes seem,
always yield themselves to emphasize

the torrid relationship of these two sis-

ters, and both actresses shine through

with their convincing, heartfelt perfor-
mances. The second redeeming compo-
nent is the last 10 minutes of screen
time, the only continuous, well-crafted
block of filming. I especially loved the
striking hospital room footage and
exchange between a debilitated, ruined
Pfeiffer and stalwart Lange, whose tears
finally hold meaning for a previously
beleaguered audience.

Rather than tell you to go see this
movie, I am going to tell you when NOT

Shoot-em

to view this film. Previous to any
attempt at viewing the movie, “A
Thousand Acres,” please refrain from
partaking in the following experiences
or events: 1) a biology mid-term, 2) the

photo courtesy Touchstone Pictures

Jessica Lange (Left), Michelle Pfeiffer (center), and Jennifer Jason Leigh (right) star as three sis-
ters who are torn apart by the division of their father's 100-year-old farm.

cod-in-salsa at the dining hall, 3) a
Notre Dame/Michigan State football
game (or any game against Purdue, Big
Ten, or MAC conference teams). Failure
to adhere to the aforementioned guide-
lines before watching this film will result
in extreme depression, loss of meaning
in life and general homicidal-tendencies
towards fellow students. Remember, you
have been forewarned. Please proceed
to this movie with caution, and thank
you for your time.

LA. Confidential

Directed by Curtis Hanson

Starring Kevin Spacey, Russel Crowe,
Guy Pearce, Danny De Vito,

and Kim Basinger

Jood o

(out of five shamrocks)

ByJOSH BECK

Accent Movie Critics

S  urprisingly, the most particularly pleasing aspect
of the film “L.A. Confidential” is not fully notice-
able until the end when the credits are rolling by.

This is when the viewer can silently sit back and think,

"Why haven't I seen this more often?"

Lovers of old film will think back to a time of rough-
and-tough cops and detailed, intricate plots in which
the real culprit is never found out until a roaring finish
where everything is discovered. In a way, the setting of
the film helps to bring this about, as it is set against a
1950s background where everyone is dapperly dressed
and the entire ambience is very innocent and whole-
some. And this is ultimately what this film reveals in its
entirety: a very wholesome atmosphere that hides a
tremendously dark and corrupt society. Directed by
Curtis Hansen and assisted by the grand backdrop of
Los Angeles, this movie succeeds in grasping the view-
er by continually surprising in the right places and
developing a plot that screenplay writers of old would
be proud of.

Although the beginning of the film is a bit sluggish, it
soon picks itself off the ground and skyrockets into
unknown areas. Actually, the places it goes and the
auras it creates might already be known to the occa-
sional rqovie fan, who can think back to movies such as

1

photo courtesy Warner Bros.
Guy Pearce plays the tough detective Exley in the
entertaining new film “L.A. Confidential.”

“Chinatown” and see resemblances. However, this
movie, like any other contains a pleasing style all of its
own and this is why it is so fascinating to watch. The
script is incredible, as the dialogue is easy to under-
stand while what is implied is not. This is what appeals
to the viewer — the idea of being confused when it
seems as if he/she knows exactly what is going on.
Although the cast of actors is somewhat unrecogniz-
able, the occasional familiar face does pop up, giving
the avid moviegoer something to relate to. In fact, this
movie does seem to be part of a growing trend in
which now and budding actors are given the chance to
showcase their talents. In the end, the payoff is
immense.

As the actors are only as good as the lines they are

_up

given, the script is due all the credit. The plot, while
very detailed with plenty of twists and turns, is rela-
tively simple to follow. The story revolves around three
L.A. policemen who, through many brawls, arrests,
and shootouts, find that what they are individually
working on comes together as a whole. Then they must
help each other, although this film does not bring
across a buddy-cop message. Moreover, it centers on
the abilities and characteristics of one man, a detective
named Exley, played by Guy Pearce. In the end, it is
he who provides a culmination for the film's entire
chain of events. While this movie may seem like a day-
in-the-life story at the beginning as so many television
shows are, it slowly develops into an intriguing crime
drama in which nothing is certain and all ends are
loose ones.

The cast again is interesting because its talents are
not obscured by some well-paid, highly decorated
actor, which is a welcome relief in a decade when the
big m