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P ro fa n ity #

The te rm " p ro f  an ! t y " means s t r i c t l y  th e  p ro fa n in g , o r tu rn e d  to  im proper 
u se s  o f  th e  Name o f God. I t  i s  u se d  lo o s e ly  to  c o v e r /  a  m u lt i tu d e  o f  s in s  
o f th e  to n g u e . Some o f th e s e  a re  d e s c r ib e d  below .

S w earing  i s  c a l l i n g  God to  w itn e s s  th e  t r u t h  o f what we s a y . I t  i s  p ro p e r  
i n  i t s  p ro p e r  p la c e s  when we speak th e  t r u t f c  and when th e re  i s  s u f f i c i e n t
r e a s o n , a s  in  c o u r t ,  to  le n d  e x t r a  so le m n ity  to  urn* te stim o n y *  I t  i s
s i n f u l  t o  c a l l  God to  w itn e s s  a l i e  o r to  c a l l  Him t o  w itn e s s  th e  t r u t h  i n  
t r i v i a l  m a t t e r s .

C ursing*

C u rs in g  i s  w ish in g  e v i l  to  one o f God * s  c r e a tu r e s  — g e n e ra l ly  th e  w o rs t  
e v i l  t h a t  can  b e f a l l  a  c r e a tu r e .  You m ig h t a s  w e ll k ic k  a man d o w n s ta ir s  
and n o t  mean i t  a s  c u rse  him  and n o t  mean i t .

B lasphem y.

Blasphem y i s  w ish in g  e v i l  t o  God o r  to  h o ly  p erso n s o r  th ings,*  v i l l i f y l n g
them , d en y in g  one o f  G od 's a t t r i b u t e s ,  e t c .  U n ti l  c e r t a i n  books came o u t
r e c e n t l y ,  i t  was a  r a r e  s i n  i n  t h i s  c o u n try .

V ain Use of G od 's Name.

T ak ing  G od 's name i n  v a in  i s  th e  u s e  o f  th e  D iv ine Names i n  d i s r e s p e c t  o r ,  
a n g e r , a s  an  i n t e r j e c t i o n  o r  an im p re c a t io n . Keep th e  Holy Same f o r  y o u r  
p r a y e r s .  I t  sh o u ld  be on y o u r l i p s  a t  d e a th  — b u t n o t  as  an im p re c a t io n . 

"God a l s o  h a th  e x a l te d  Him and h a th  g iv e n  Him a  name w h ich  i s  
above a l l  nam es:
"T hat i n  th e  name o f  Je su s  e v e ry  k n ee  shou ld  bow, o f  th o s e  t h a t  a re  

i n  h e a v e n , on e a r t h ,  and u n d e r th e  e a r th :
"And t h a t  e v e ry  tongue sh o u ld  c o n fe s s  th a t  th e  Lord J e s u s  C h r is t  
i s  tifte i n  th e  g lo ry  o f God th e  F a th e r ."  — P h i l .  — 2: 9 -1 1 .

Bed-Time S to r y .

I l l

The d a rk  f a t  la d y  w ith  b u n d les  who coxed in to  th e  subway w ith  
A c h ito p h e l seemed t o  f in d  d i f f i c u l t y  a r ra n g in g  h e r s e l f  and i n  an  o v e r­
an x io u s  moment she l e t  a  f l a t i r o n  f a l l  on th e  g u a rd 's  f o o t .  A c h ito p h e l / /  
cocked h i s  e a r  e a g e r ly ,  f o r  he was a  humble s o u l, alw ays w i l l i n g  to  le a rn *  
To h i s  in te n s e  d is a p p o in tm e n t, what he h e a rd  was: "Beg your p a rd o n , Ma'am, 
b u t I  b e l i e v e  you d ropped  t h i s . "

A c h ito p h e l b lu sh e d  f o r  the g u a rd , and th e n  w h ispered  i n  h i s  e a r :
" Z h a t ' s th e  m a t t e r ,o ld  th in g  ? Have you no v o cab u la ry ?"

W ithou t tu r n in g  to  h i s  c ru e l  t a u n t e r  t h  guard  r e p l i e d :  "Say a n g e l-  
f a c e ,  my v o c a b u la ry  i s  w o rth  a  m i l l io n  d o l l a r s .  I  u se d  to  be on the  
C hina r u n .  But I 'v e  g o t a number i n  my c a p . L as t week my v o c a b u la ry  
c o s t  me te n  b e r r ie s .™

( to  be c o n t in u e d .)


