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The Advantages of Temptation*

Temptation is  not a s in .  I t  merges in to  s in  only when.# the w il l  consents. 

There is  no v ir tu e  w ithout tem ptation .

With Wo exceptions, a l l  tem ptations are to  he met in  the open. S t. Paul 
t e l l s  us to  "make issue w ith tem ptation." In  tem ptations against f a i th  
and p u rity , safe ty  i s  found only in  f l ig h t .  But even then tem ptations may 
he very u sefu l:

1. They keep us reminded of the weakness of human n a tu re , and 
dependent onj& God.

2. They make us c h a rita b le : concerns fo r  the troub les of o thers 
makes us fo rg e t our own.

S. They keep us humble, because they show us what we might be
w ithout the help  of God — and hum ility  i s  the beginning of a l l  

v ir tu e , as pride i s  the beginning of a l l  e v i l .
4. They earn more grace and m erit fo r  u s .
5 . They make us human because ......... .......  .........................

(A) They bring  us c lo se r to  God, the  author of human nature
(b) They make us sympathetic w ith  o thers who may have worse t ro  

troubles than ours.

General Confession.

A general confession i s  necessary only when a person has a t  some time 
in  the past made a bad confession th a t he has never r e c t i f ie d .  I t  I s  
u se fu l when a person i s  taking up a new s ta te  of l i f e .  A d a ily  communicant 
may f in d  I t  u se fu l i f  h is  conscience has grown more sen sitiv e  under the 
influence of Holy Communion, and he bothers about th ings th a t gave him no 
concern befo re . I t  i s  not necessary . A g enera l confession i s  n e ith e r  
u se fu l nor necessary fo r  a scrupulous person.

V
* a a a #

Nonchalantly Achitophel blocked h is  hat as he picked h is  way across to  the 
f e r ry .  He wanted to be a lone, because an Idea was strugg ling  to  pene tra te  
h is  mind. Water would h e lp . I t  was calming. Once or twice he glanced 
back, fe a r fu l th a t the dusky amazon was follow ing him.

He took the fe r ry  fo r A tla n tic  Basin. On the way over he c la s s if ie d  the 
vocabularies of h is f e 1low-passengers. The chauffers were good, the d river 
of two m agnificent percherons was b e t te r ,  but the mule d river was e a s ily  
the b e s t .  He envied him. Envied him what?


