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A e&atechism of Character (Continued) 

. Ernest R. H ull. S .  J .)

Is  i t  of great importance to  be a man o f character? Yes; and 
to  be a man of good ehaarafeter. For such a man can reg u la te  h is  whole 
l i f e  according to  reason , r ig h t and duty, and i s  not to sse d  about e ith e r  
by impulse from w ith in  or by in flu e n c es  from w ith ou t. Such a man can 
s te a d ily  work h is  way towards h is  f in a l  happieness; whereas in  case  
of a man of no ch aracter , h is  whole l i f e  etnd fu ture d e s tin y  becomes 
a matter o f chance.

Mention some other p r a c t ic a l advantages o f ch aracter .
Character h elp s a man in  the general management o f  l i f e .  The grasp of 
p r in c ip le s  causes him to  r e a liz e  h is  d e fe c ts  and im p erfectio n s , and 
makes him prompt and en erg etic  in  ro o tin g  them out." I t  r id s  Mm o f  
many fa u lts  which spring from weakness and want o f  g r i t .  A man of char­
a cter  w i l l  be prompt in  keeping h is  appointm ents, true to  h is  prom ises,

.acjpurite1.. an4 e f f i c i e n t  in  h is  work, c lea r  in  h is  d e c is io n s  ad firm  in  
keeping to  them. He w i l l  be the same to  your face and behind your back# 
and w il l  not g ive you away or lea v e  you in  the lu rch . In short evey- 
body w i l l  f in d  him s a t is fa c to r y  to  deal w ith  in  every department of  
l i f e .

A man of weak character or no character w i l l  be q u ite  the contrary: 
a creature o f im pulse, n e ith er  a t harmony w ith  h im se lf o f  w ith o th ers;
unstab le and u n reliab le  , so that no one can be knowing what he w i l l
be doing n e x t . Such a man i s  a lto g eth er  u n sa tis fa c to r y  to  d ea l s i t h ,
a nuisance to  h im se lf anrtifc to everybody e l s e .

What connection has character w ith  carrying out the law of l i f e ?
A very c lo s e  connection , because the law o f r ig h t and wrong i s  the foun­
d ation  of every good character, the one general ru le  which guides the 
whole of l i f e .  A ll  other good p r in c ip le s  are m erely d e ta ile d  applications 
o f th is  one. Having a firm  grasp o f  h is  f i r s t  p r in c ip le , a man of 
character w i l l  always fee ready to  carry i t  out; wheras a man of weak 
character ar no character w i l l  fo rg e t i t  h a lf  the tim e, and take no
n o tic e  o f i t  u n less  i t  happens to  appeal to  h is  fan cy .

W ill character help, a nan to  r e s i s t  tem ptations and void  sin?
Yes; character stren gth en s a man both again st e v i l  im pulses from 
w ith in  and e v i l  in flu en ce  from w ith ou t.

Explain th is  m or6fully .

When a man's i n t e l l e c t  i s  f i l l e d  w ith  good p r in c ip le s  and h is  w i l l  i s  
always ready to  apply them, he w i l l  be quick to n o tic e  the f i r s t  r is e  
of h is  passions and to  check them as soon as they r i s e .  So a lso  he w i l l  
be on h is  guard aga in st bad example and the e v i l  in flu en ce  of o th ers , 
and w il l  have enough g r i t  and backbone to  stand a g a in st them.
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