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Frashmen.

" I f  wishes were f l iv v e r  i^all beggars would r i d e . "  —S o cra te s .
You can’t  g e t a new h a l l  by ly ing  in  bed in  the morning and w ishing 
fo r  i t .  Follow the Crowd to  the chapel and p ra y . Pray your heads o ff  I

S en io rs .

Show the Frehmen how to  pray. You know how: you've been here fou r years# 
and you’ve seen lo t s  of prayers answered i n  th a t  tim e. Do th is  l a s t  good 
tu rn  fo r  Hotre Dame befo re  you go.

The Fortune T e l l e r .

I

"Please ex p la in  the  d o c trin e  of p re d e s t in a t io n .  How can God give a man 
f re e  w il l  when he knows he w i l l  no t hatfe s tre n g th  enough to  r e s i s t  tern- 
ta t io n ? ”

You have o v e r - s ta te d  the case. I f  a man has no s tre n g th  to  r e s i s t  he 
h a sn ’t  free  w i l l .  I f  man has fre e  w i l l  he has the  s tren g th  i f  he wants 
to  use i t ,  and God give# s u f f ic ie n t  grace to  everyone.

The d o c tr in e  i s  too long to ex p la in  f u l l y  h e re . Ask a p r i e s t .  And don lt 
worry about i t .  You cgn’t  understand  a m ystery . I f  you could, i t  would 
cease to  be a  m ystery . Any exp la in ing  you rece iv e  w i l l  only show th a t  
i t  i s  according to  reason: i t  tem alns beyond re a so n .

Hold on to  two f a c t s :  (1) Man’s w i l l  i s  f r e e ,  and (2) God knows a l l  
th ings#  even futufcS events depending on the  f re e  w i l l  of man. A ll 
th in g s  are p re sen t to  God. He sees them as accomplished by aur f r e e  
w i l l .  Hold on to  these  f a c ts  and leave the r e s t  to  God.

I f  you see a man t i e d  to  a r a i l r o a d  tra c k  upon which a t r a i n  i s  approa­
ching# your knowledge th a t  he w i l l  be k i l l e d  does no t cause h is  death* 
H either does God’s knowledge of a l l  fu tu re  a c ts  cause them*

I I

" I  l ik e  to  rece iv e  Holy Commtimlon but I  swear so much th a t  every time 
I  go I  have to  go to  Confession. I  don’t  l ik e  to  go to  confession  
because i t  takes up too much time# e s p e c ia l ly  in  the  evening when I  
s tu d y ."

Ask your c o n fe s so r’s advice on how to  b reak  the h a b i t .  I f  you want to  
go to  confession  every day, go in  the basement chape 1 a f t e r  simper or 
in  the  morning.
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