
feypjtl  ̂5 9 1984 mfk
During t o u t  twelve years  In  p u b lic  school you l e t  the in s u l t s  to  your 
re l ie d  on pass unanswered, and you r a th e r  r e g re t te d  a t  tim es th a t  you, 
w ere 'a C a th o lic . In  s p i t e  of your lazy  d isp o s i t io n  you were a good

i s  th a t  you have the  "broadmindedness complex , and i f  you . e p 
monkeying w ith  o ther re l ig io n s  you w i l l  tu rn  out to  he a f i r s t - c l a s s
a t h e i s t .

mind”to  the  v as t f i e l d  of C atholic  l i t e r a t u r e  th a t  would have opened^up 
a b e a u t i fu l  soul in  you. Your one C atho lic  book — T o m P l a j f a i r - -  i s  
a twelve year o ld  book, and as a C atho lic  your i n t e l l e c t  has h a rd ly
reached i t s  tw e lf th  y e a r .
You have been honest enough to  put down your co n v ic tio n s , a lthough  your 
motive was not e n t i r e ly  pure . The honesty*- in  i t  has won fo r  you th i s  
thorough w allop. You w i l l  b lu sh  f u r io s ly  when you read  t h i s ;  you w il l  
in te ru p t the  read in g  in  a rage two or th re e  tim es; and you w i l l  come
back and f in i s h  i t .

 when your anger cools go over to  th e  basement chapel and got a copy--'
of*the Following of C h r is t .  Open i t  anywhere; every page w i l l  s t i c k  
a  p in  ini yoy. Then ge t Joyce Kilmer* s marvelous essay , "Holy Ire land*  
and le a rn  to  be as proud of your r e l ig io n  as was th a t  holy co n v ert.

Say your beads every day fo r  a week ( you w il l  f in d  a p a i r  w a itin g  f o r  
you a t th e  pamphlet r a c k ) ,  and a t  th e  end of th a t  time you w i l l  be ready 
to  go to  confession and s t a r t  your education  a l l  over a g a in .

The th i r d  case i s  a freshman who i s  a lso  a tten d in g  a C atho lic  school f o r  
the  f i r s t  tim e. In  answer to  th e  q u es tio n , "lihy did  you choose a 
C atholic  u n iv e rs ity "  he says: "Because i t  i s  the  p lace fo r  a C atho lic  
to  go. Having always a ttended  p u b lic  schools I  ap p rec ia ted  Notre Dame 
and can c le a r ly  sdtt how I  had been pumped f u l l  o f non-C atholic  id eas  by 
"broadminded" p u b lic  school te a c h e rs ,  as they would have people b e l ie v e .

From the  q u es tio n n a ire  
o f a non-C atholic  s tu ­
dent : How do your com­
panions a t  school com­
pare w ith  those a t  home?

n '

"They a re  f a r  b e t t e r .  I  
have y e t to  h ear a C atholic  
s tuden t t e l l  an Immoral 
s to ry .  1 cannot pay spch a 
high t r i b u te  to  my companions a t  home."
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