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Learn F ru g a l i ty .  - - ■
The th i r d  suggestion l i s t e d  m  th e  sup:. -ested p rep a ra tio n  f o r  marriage i s  
an economic one» le a rn  f r u g a l i t y .  I f  you give a g i r l  the id ea  she can 
marry yon fo r  your money she w i l l  very l i k e l y  marry you f o r  alimony.
Put h e r  on a d ie t  now and save y o u rse lf  the  n e c e s s i ty  of going on a d ie t  
l a t e r  on. *
One of the old boys came back l a s t  summer to  ta lk  over the shipwreck of 
h is  m arr iage . His s to ry  was r e a l ly  p i t i f u l .  She had. ob tained  her  divorce 
on th e  charge of c ru e l ty ,  and had brought pe r ju red  w itnesses to  support 
her charge. She was given custody of th e  ch i ld ;  and although she i s  a

sue i s  new keeping companyC atholic  and a graduate of a convent school, 
with another man. His war se rv ice  wrecked h is  b u s in ess ,  and the divorce 
proceedings took a l l  the f ig h t  out of him, sc th a t  he i s  now a ru ined  man. 
He needed to  know the t r u th  and so do you. This i s  what he was to ld :
"Your s i l l y  courtsh ip  wrecked th a t  m arriage before  i t  ever came in to  being. 
You bought th a t  g i r l  expensive p resen ts  when you had no business  to  do s o . • 
Che was wealthy and you were a pauper, working your way through school and. 
having a hard time doing i t .  You were a f r a id  she wuld th in k  you a p ik e r ;  
you were b l in d  in  your love fo r  h e r ,  and you wanted to  make sure she 
would never have to  tu rn  her  hand, to  any th ing ."
."Exactly ,"  was the  answer. "% was a f o o l  1 can see  i t  now. But what .
gets,me i s _ th a t  „ she....showed. n o t . . th e - .s l ig h te s t  ap p rec ia t io n  of a l l  th a t  T 
d id  fo r  h e r .  I  worked hard to  give her  ev e ry th in g ,’ and 1 was s u c c e s s fu l .
1 f e l t  th a t  the only way to  get ahead was. to  s t a r t  a business  of my own;
I  d id  i t ,  and the sh o e -s t r in g  1 s t a r t e d  on had n e t te d  a s  a modest l iv in g  , 
the f i r s t  y e a r , and s ix  thousand d o l l a r s  th e  seco n d .-1 . tu rned  every th ing  
over to  h e r .  She had to  have f in e  c lo thes  and X bought them f o r  h e r .
?'y business- could have, so ld  fo r  f i f t y  thousand d o l la r s  when th e  war broke 
o u t,  but in  th e  hurry  1 l e t  everyth ing s l i d e  and when I  camtbaek th e re  
was no business l e f t — ‘and no w i f e . ■ Fine a p p rec ia t io n  f o r  a convent g i r l  
to  showi" . . 1
Again the point had to  be driven  home: " I f  she d id n ’t  a p p re c ia te  you, i t  
was your f a u l t . You never l e t  h e r  b u i ld  up the power of a p p re c ia t io n .
You fo rg e t  th a t  i t  i s  a su b jec t iv e  t h in g . Marriage i s  a s p i r i t u a l  a f f a i r ,  ;
and i t s  s p i r i t u a l  q u a l i t i e s  are  brought out by mutual s a c r i f i c e .  You 
never l e t  he r  make any s a c r i f i c e  fo r  you. Your ap p re c ia t io n  of anyth ing  
depends upon what you put in to  i t :  f r e e  g i f t s  are he ld  in  contempt.
".That i s  i t  th a t  makes a lo n g -su f fe r in g  wife pick her  drunken husband up 
out of the g u t te r  fo r  th e  f ive-hundred th  tim e and nurse him along when the 
whole tc'.m uemanda th a t  she tu rn  him o u t . She sees in  him redeeming qual- ■ 
i t i e s  th a t  no one else  can see: her appreciation of him, h is  v a lu e - in  her 
ey es , has been b u J l t  up by the s a c r i f i c e s  she has made fo r  him. And since 
he has made no s a c r i f i c e s  fo r  h e r , she has no appreciable value in  h is  
eyes .
"You lov. her ye t in  s p i t e  of a l l  she has done to you, and because of a l l  
/on have done fo r  h e r .  I f  a he would come back to  you tomorrow you would 
welcome h e r ,  not only fo r  the boy, but fo r  her- own cake." "1 would,

the quick response . " And the reason you would i s  now 
The reason her  conduct h u r t  you so much i s  because

•rut you could not expect: h e r  to be anything
never , -,ave her a chance to  s a c r i f i c e
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"Look over
u n t i l  the geldon ju b i l e e .  You w il l  f in d  in  every cane th a t  the 
waa no t oo rosy : th e re  wan s ickness  or f in a n c ia l  d i f f i c u l t y — -perhaps 
bo th , there  was somethin;. that demanded, s a c r i f i c e  on both s id e s ,  and when 
t h e i r  love o u tla s ted  those d i f f i c u l t i e s  I t  grew so strong th a t  nothing 
conic! ever sever i t . "
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