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Are S e n i o r s  t h e  B i g g e s t  P o o ls ?
: ,  I  : '

" S e n i o r s  a r e  th e  b i g g e s t  f o o l s  s p i r i t u a l l y .  I ’m o n e ;  I  t h i n k  I  ""now, I  
h av e  s t a y e d  away f ro m  Communion f o r  weeks a t  a t im e ,  and  f e l l  f o r  m ost 
t f m p ta t io n s .  When wake up  and  s t a r t  b ack  I  can overcom e an y  t e m p t a t i o n  
and  l e a d  a  good l i f e . H oly  Communion i s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  f o r c e  f o r  ve o d  i n  th e  
w o r l d . "  I I -
"Why a r e  f e l l o w s  f o o l s  t o  t h e  e x t e  ..t o f  t h i n k l n  t h a t  t h e y  know m ore th a n  
t h e i r  c o n f e s s o r s ?  I  have  n o t h i n g  b u t  t h e  h i g h e s t  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  r e a l  man 
o f  H o t re  Dame and n o t h i n g  b u t  co n tem p t f o r  m y s e l f  and  t h e  way ± h av e  i g n o r e d  
my o p p o r t u n i t i e s . H ow ever, I  c a n  n e v e r  b r i  ;g m y s e l f  t o  go t o  c o n f e s s i o n  
u n t i l  I  am c e r t a i n  t h a t  I  have  t h t  -ws arranged f o r  t h e  f u t u r e . "

" u r  L o r d ’s answ er t o  t h a t  p r e d ic a m e n t  w as , "Thou f o o l ,  t h i s  n i g h t  t h y  s o u l
i s  r e q u i r e d  a t  t h y  n a n d s . "  You d o n ' t  know t h a t  y o u  a r e  g o in g  t o  s i n  a g a i n ;  
an d  you do know t h a t  r i g h t  now y o u r  w i l l '  i s  d ead  s e t  a g a i n s t  s i n .  The
p u r p o s e  oF amendment I s  an a c t  o f  t h e  w i l l : you a r e  c o n f u s in g  i t  w i t h  a
judgaeh t; :  :t h a i -y o u  w i l l  :-.slh:. a g a i n , , : . I f  pas tv  E x p e r i e n c e  r e p e a t s ' i t s e l f .  F o r  
g o o d n e s s '  s a k e i  t a k e - . - y o u r c o n f e s b o r ' s  a d v i c e  f o r  o n c e .  . 1.

" P a t e r n a l  d i s c i p l i n e  i s  wrong i n  p r i n c i p l e , b e c a u s e  c h a r a c t e r  s t r e n g t h e n s  
u n d e r  t e m p t a t i o n . . . . . . . . * 1  f e e l  m y s e l f  s l i p p i n g  a l i t t l e ,  l y  g i r l ’s' comp­
a n i o n s h i p  k e e p s  me o u t  o f  comoany w hich  i s  n o t  o f  t h e  b e s t  k i n d . Af  h e r"  
i n f l u e n c e  o v e r  me i s  rem oved 1 t h i n k  I  m ig h t  s l i p  i n t o  s i n . . . "

T h o se  h a l f - t r u t h s  a r e t e r r i b l y  d a n g e r o u s  a s  y o u  can  s e e  when two p a r t s  o f
your questionnaire are  brought to g e th er. I t  Is p e rfe c tly  tru e  th a t  you
oa*#v:'te#dh; c h i ld , to  - swim.:' # th o h t  -: ̂ ttlhg^W m 'vlnto-: thei :Water j : - but:;: wbu&d -v 
you be savage enough to throw him in to  deep water without any guards In
m  ! im p r tv ln g v  t h e 3h a c e /. P a t e r n a l /  d i s c i p l i n e 3 d&a-. h o t   ̂rem ove
Q a p t a t i o n ,  b u t  i t  p o i n t s  o u t  and  l e s s e n s  i t .  You:-are a s k i n g  y o u r  g i r l  to  do
f o r  you e x a c t l y  w hat you d o n ’ t  w ant p a t e r n a l  d i s c i p l i n e  to  do f o r  y o u .
P a r e n t s ; u r e 3 - a - d i v i n e ; - I n s t i t u t i o m l i o ^  y o u  want: God t o  a b o l i s h  ;them?- - S o v i e t  3- 
H u s a l a - d o e s #-

IV.

p a e s t l o n  ■proposed - f o r  t h e  n e x t  S u rv e y :  - "A re  you one o f  t h o s e  .who’ c a n  t e l l  
t h e  b r o a d e s t  of s tq f ie s  an d  bandy  th e  f i l t h i e s t  o f  words and  y e t  s a l v e  t h e i r  
c o n s c i e n c e s  a f t e r  h a l f  an hour* s  t a l k ,  by s a y i n g ,  ’ S h u t  u p ,  I  am 'g o in g  to- 
lom-nunion* *"

prom a n o t h e r  s e n i o r :  "H oly Communion h a s  made me c a r e f u l  o f  my t h o u g h t s  and  
a c t i o n s .  B e fo re  I  began  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  f r e q u e n t  Communion, 1 was o f t e n  
l a x  i n  my t h o u g h t , words and  a c t i o n s .  I  w ould  l e t  t i l i n g s  h a p - e n  t h a t  now a r e  
r e p u l s i v e .  I  u se d  to  be th e  h i  id t h a t  w ould  lau , h  l o u d l y  a t ' a  d i r t y  s t o r y  
c r  r o t t e n  i n s i n u a t i o n .  O nly  y e s t e r d a y  I  h e a r d  a ' f e l l o w  make a  d e g r a d in g  
re m a rk  a b o u t  a g i r l ,  a  s t r a n g e r  t o ,m e ,  a id I  e x p e r i e n c e d  a s i c k e n i n g  f e e l i  ,g. 
I  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a good s i g n . "

V.

" I  am a b o u t  t o  l e a v e  d e a r  o l d  H o t re  Dame f o r e v e r  a s  an a c t i v e  s t u d e n t . 
d u r i n g  t h e  few r e m a in in g  weeks o f  my c o l  leg l a t e  c a r e e r  I  am f i r m l y  r e s o l v e d  
t o  go t o  Communion d a i l y .  P e r s o n a l l y ,  I  t h i n k  t h e  d a i l y  Communion h e r e  i s  
one o f  t h e  r i . i e s t  and  one o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  f a c t o r s  i n  c h a r a c t e r  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  
I  h a v e  come i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h ,  a  l o t  depends  upon  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l , o f  c o u r s e ,  
b u t  N o tre  Dame h as  done i t s  d u ty  i n  show! ,g t h e  w a y ."

VI.



M ~ as-*

: ire  Sealers -ttoe Sissest:-Boclaf ( con ’ t )

of e x y re a a i& g  t h e  baiiefits: : be derived; ;fera .Wily Qoimmnic® *■ ■: 1 meei< tlaead'
and fee l tMeo i l i i f i * : : t  always; fee l a t  pe&ee :#!#: the m rld *: m l t&ere: seem# 
t o  ts :m: liMt icr tbe;prases ml .benefits d e r i v e d . "

lolarB* O’liara, :o«S*g«, 
frefeet of Reilgien,


