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I f  you have done no s p ir i tu a l  r  .aij'i'ig fo r the  nonth of *«iy your month is  no1 complete.
The B u lle tin  would wish a l l  i t s  readers *o know a l i t t l e  book !>dd vim ie ,  c a lle d  
?*yatics A ll. As an In troduction  to  ' h is b- a u tifu l  book i t  re p r in ts  a  portion  of ono of 
tne ta le s  ""told th e r  in , a sivd^ of a ‘reek g i r l  of c u ltu re , who ha;; known in  Antioch 
a C h r is t ia n  =*emed if m otrius, rho had taken her to hear S t, p e te r and some of th e  o ther 
Apostles ♦ 1‘fce t a l e  proceeds $

he ad them come ‘-o liv e  ir. Je rusa lo  q i t e  recer.tl , fro  • h .tio e 1-, I no longer i ad 
Demetrius to o t o ,  and I doubt i f  1 woul have done so in  my p resen t s ta te — Gi r l s t ia n i t j  
had lo s t  i t s  ma.rts* where was I  to  go? I  had a le tte  r  of in troduction  to  the  ••‘lderij
of the ^hurcb in Jerusalem , th a t  Demetrius ban ;iven me, I to ld  m- s e l f , :r i- tly , th a t
now was te e  time to  te s t  my convictions—now, w n t ic  .1 - te lie o tu a l aid ' alone remained— j
who*- my daneer-"'Ud e:T'tiona wore ":e"urabei by t i e  '.leg of t i e  home *.v-.unJ, { er fam ily
hft’i been scandal'»ed by s vr syrp&try fo t the C h ris tian s ,)

Boggedly 1 turneu my steps to  the corner of the c ity  where the  C h ris tian  e ld er liv ed  to  
whom my in troduction  was addressed, -e  -roved to be s. g en tle , scho larly  man, very kind 
and p a tie n t ,  --e lis te a e d to  my d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  which e-'emtld to  r i s e  up with se^en-fo 'd  
fore , and answeredtlfa as s k i l f u l ly  as bem etrl s would have don , **•» too , showed me
the law and ti e Vropi i t s  and explained the  pro--• eo ies. “e was a wonderful t:  i  :ker, and
the  strange sa n c tity  th a t a l l  th e jao rr  matured mem ere of the  C h ris tian  whurch seemed to

hosierss ~ was" very"mrkect' tw  him#'" "ute s*;- ■ un& rs i.andiug - was - hardsasd ,• o r  -ay- h e a r t ,  - - 1 ..... -
could not be onvinoed, My in s tru c to r  took in f in i te  p a in s . P resen tly  ! e went an . fetched 
another p resby ter, and tre y  conversed to g e th er a t l i t t l e  d is tan ce  o6f, 1 heard them 
se tio n  the name o f the g rea t d o c to r, John. At the Logos, but h is  i ig h  doctrine  was 
known p riv a te ly  to  the more scho larly  po rtion  of the uhuroh» Demetrius re v e lle d , with 
h is  Greek way of th in /k in g , in  th e  wonderful exposition  of th e  g re a t c e n tra l C h ristian  
tru th  afterw ards glvon to  th e  % uroh at large* I grew gre .t ly  excited  a t  the thought 
th a t 2 was to  be re fe rred  to  th is  g rea t doc to  * 1 was a lso  more than a l i t t l e  a f ra id .
Iwaated to  do my education ju s t ic e ,  and my hes ■ was buzzing with th*proo and cone of our
re ren t conversation . After a sh o rt co n su lta tio n  my in s tru c to r  returned  to  me with a 
sc rip  in  h is  hand* Ah ls  he gave me, an ; bad me bear i t  to  th e  house of Joijn, to  wkieh 
l a t t e r  p lace a servant would guide me. So 2 se t out fo r  th e  Gre t  teacher s house, 
fe e lin g , as 1 have sa id , ; a l f  a f ra id , They sa id  the C hrist ha-- loved th is  man fo r  h is  
ch a rity , but was i t  -■ot also be who den unoed id o ls , and was not my fa th e r1 e house to  
br t i e  tru th ?

The servan t conducted me to  ti s t i l l  more obscure corner of the  c i ty ,  11 >> entrance to  th e  
p reacher's  house w-sf in a l i t t l e  oourtyeani. I t  was a mean p lace , and surrounded b place/

WtW orof iso *%ood ronute# " hat wool. ny L*. e #&1 ; I f  she ft owl t h vo & een in ther?
Diana? I did not Mvo Ion to  wal 1% on the t) o s h o l* oon the : irure of % worn n annroael 
from within * i   ̂ the 11 *ht 1 could not o *' mnoh o f  f or*-! ru on e 31 % && very ^ervou# $
but I 8* te Ties? ard ei t o v ry 31 * t t le  e oen K t* *t nro w :u;&m # ill# * a t me#

*Yo% are %at% &, * eh a el o ly  * no< *nkin# & ones* Ion * .t atai tin* % f&ot, &W I 
followed } or* In# wo '' * nr ow on oar*; they h i prepare , % or for I f it* The rorm 
ai e too:- me into was no r nn & , n.?wly*kindle f  1 r-« burned on the he *rt; for 11
was & ool d day * but otl' eiirlsL not a i  n wi ei^^est cj out ti o u tw st rov o/ty# An e t , 
there wno &n &lr of U1 /n" t .- *; out 13 y rl -c^ th-it * could cot ao 'ount for** tl I ; <nre 
tried to recorduee si (Of* ;n otl or pla es oy try) ng to b tnii e l l  unneeeai;&r furn 1 tnre 
from an apart ie t  # it have nev r achieve , i ) it, m&jea * io rorult#



The lad y  led  me .to 9 s e a t  by t l e  f ire s id e *  She., s a t  down, opposite  me* I S'nr t l  a t  I 
would have to  w a it  fo r  my "aud ience ,"  and t h i s ,  of co u rse , I  wa;r ^ u i te  prepared fo r I  

a*oed a t the f  ace before  no* i t  was in  the  ahadow—a worn, cu rlously  beau~ ifu l faoe , 
I  (3ould f o r ? .  %i() iden of i t s  owner * s age *

h (3 regard ed ;%e fo r  a few moment. * "S o you ar e n o t si : 1 *ri s t i  an y e t , * she s&ic, in  th e  
same tor c of s ta tin g  a fact* I t  drew fo r tr  <m answer more ir re s la ti& ly  than any onestion 
oould have done* I gave my re*son:

"13o,"  I r e p l ie c , "I am no y e t able to  b e liev e»"

She went on re?;arding me q u ietly , vath shrewd eyes, into whiohorepl; si - i t ]  e *

"And why no t?" she asked* And she si a+" th o r, smi I in  r a t  me stead i ly  w] i le  i  rac - ed my
b ra ia s t  o formulate my p r : no ip  al r e ; sons fo r remaining o t ts  id e the Chri s tia n  Church* They 
suddelnly seeaed to  have become r  th  r  p e l t ry , I d iscovered, and I he(1 si fe& ling, fu rth ­
ermore , th a t  she ooul cl fathom th e ir  o a l t  ines s , yet. i t  was with ti  - e g ent 1 e s t  in te r  e&t
th  a t  sh e was aw aiting my answer * Them was no so orn in  her anus nment *

Vihen my answer came i t  was c u r io u s  one— one 1 had n ever  c i t e d  b e fo r e , never dreamt o f  
acknow ledging. in y p aren ts are w orsh ippers o f  u ia n a , n 1 sa id ; ”1 2on t̂  know what would 
haopen i f  1 "ecame A C h r is t ia n ."

ohe looked a t me, s t i 11 s i l e n t , but 1is te r ln g  with i  desoribable in te^ tn ess* I t  tad 
the  e ffe c t of makin;; me s crupulo ;s ly  ac curate— is it e s e eaed to  bo as e t t i r g  a o much value 
on what I ' as saying*

" I  d o n 't  ilean, " I  explained h a s t i ly ,  " th a t I should su ffe r  persecution* My fa ther wou&d
r ro te c t  ate***" he is  & *ood nan, but he believes the th ings th a t  they say of the  C h ris tlaaa ,
and 1e would#*t ,  1e co u ld n 't understand*

?*y voice t r a i le d  o f f .  I looked down ait: my t:n n ';s* sow'dnd such 21 feeble l i t t l e  reason
I bad an. idea t? a t  she would I)c once again smiling th a t s)rewd smile a t  ry  poor mean 
(3onfes s i  on of n a l tr in e s s .

I heard tier* gl v ' a quick, .  sharp s ig i . I  locked u: 
f u l1 of the tonderest sympathy an ' coneorn*

0  * 0 r e was pr %ve, ..and h er fac e was

" ̂ ut t'-at i  e; )-?.rd," s"' 9 murmure, , alnos t, to here e lf*  "-arder than p ;rs ecuti on *" Then 
#} e ndded 3o f t lv , "There are seven hinds c f sorrow, sr-. se-r enty-se^ on kinds o f su ffer !o g *"

r* y- on at" .3 "u t  i t , but 1 0 anno ~ c u ito  r  "ember* 1 "mow th a t ,  once egain1 t  ink ti a t
wl a t  si - s id  aa td u s a r v a  a-Hi c r i t ; r̂ -ac  br lu^L s!\g new. I lo..-ked i n i 0 b^r  fa^-e, and 
then  1 undors("ocd trm e t r a o rb in a ry ,  uncomacn -.ea^ty, so -e th inp  th a t  a fo o lish  p o r t r a i t*  
riak r  wo? r.ava t  ouch, u <3 - - r , b r -  ich  an a r t i  o t  woul have ~ Ivon bi@ days t o  be abl e
to  r  onnP'b'O n *

t h e " -  s h o  b o  'U/t *- 0 ink ' 10 a b o u t  m y o o l  f  ":y . 0 ' " ,  11 o t  n n i ?i '  n n  i o  b l y ,  \ 1 ' I* v  ' r y  l i t t l e
co 'n .aen* , ,  w h i l o  1 f o n ' i d  *1; s e l ' p o u r i  1 - "u t  my " t o r y ,  t"  m - t o r y ,  nn i .  o f  my I n 1 e l l ^ o b u a l  

1 f  f i c  ' i l t l  0  \>,  b  t  o f  my 1 ; 0  ' 1 ' a n d  a s p  i  r a *  i c —o f  t l  e  s t r o n g  d o s  i r  t o  k c l  l e v *  kh a t  
e z i s t e d  1 n  park nf " , e , *t- ( 0 0 l o t  i n ' a I;' «r vay o f  1 1  n t e n i n  ̂ mau^ me n u n c t i l i o  s l y
c a r e f u l  t o  s u e  t« <i t r u t : —  t o  r -  = r m . o u t  m : r l  a s  1 a s )  * I  * o l  * #,r  f v u r / t t i n  •*—  a l l
a b o u t  my 1 i ‘t t . 1 ' o t t troub le ;; , a ki  how o - ;+/ /  t  y  w  r e  I * \v l  a  ' *"1 :?*, t  ^ m o r u  s x e 
se, med to  th i0e , ar ' r 'u% T n r0 h 1: actu&ll;' n - n ri -nc^d t ; a l l *  Yet si e r a i , 111 <.1
1 oan s carc ly , as a 'n&tter o f f a c t , rocal 1 a in.»ln non !,mncn of wrat $re di d say* I 
only tno# tb a t  she drew th e  s to r; ' nut of 're, b i t  by h i t * I conl* = not  ̂aue coneeived 
^osn Ib lc * fo ra  a  k- a  k i  coi i l n  unbur^.e ned nys *1 f  thus * 1 seaned : ge* to k n o #  mye&lf
as 1 ta lks; * 1*ft a*at loo <ing, so e11 os nt no, someU 'es a t  tl e iro *  ^or eyes, a t  time#
s d l ln g , a t  t i  us f u l l  o" g en tle , f f^ ;u l sympathy, seemed to  draw out a l l  th a t  my heart
cont ained * 1 ha 1 fo rgo ttea  a l l  about the no ta h si cs a ad p t i  lononhy» This lady had in**
tervcned f



m  • # #

I t  is  strung© th a t  1 can re c a l l  go l i t t l e  of what she said* fo r wi en I t  ease , i t  was 
always positive*  y e t ->ot l ik e  ifceepini na of Demetrius which courtede en trad io ion by 
t> e 5r  very assurance, -he Memory i s ,  in a way* b lu rre d , lik e  a dream* f in e  was an 
uno^neoionably Ion" s to ry . I t o l l  her how th e  C h ris tian  Ideal had f i l l e d  a r rc a t  void in  
ay h ea rt— of th e  strange fee lin g  o f absolute re  tu ln ess  th a t case -over na when 1 f e l t  
the a t h o  so) re of the C hristian  communities to  wli'-h Demetrius inbred--o®-•«— of a." gro i» | 
a.-.twr the ' 11 -ht which 1 f e l t  was a; ining there, alti.ou  -h 1 canid not see i t .  "That, 
ih.n.iiV* I added tn c t i ly , " is  a - ontr 'd ic tio n , fo r darknes.- i s  C is  ce lled  by lijtl t,"

I can rememb er what efei answers - then , ""o ,"  she rr. 'oined quick f ,  "The l ig h t  shines 
in ti e darkness and tiro darkness comprehends i t  c o t,"

«!-• only 1 could sec the C h ris t,"  I  c r ied , as X had so oftedn Cried to  myself. 11Y 
know Li oerMnsTn I suddenly hasared.

"Yes, I knew Lim,” • i s a id , bow him, «

I not e l how si e s u b s tit  ted  the  -r sen t Sense* I  gazed up a) her inawe, u t I  was arrestw  
by the t i r e d ,  w or' exr.reseina on her fa  e, I  ha fagged her out with, t i e  endless ta le  of 
ay tro u b le s . I t  ha:: becom tw ilig h t, I t  must be g e t t i  g la te .  1 aze a t  - e r  in  the 
flick e rin g  f i r e l ig h t ,  and as 1 gassed I f - .l t  my - e a r t t h r i l l  w ith in  me. " f e l l  me what “•  
was l ik e ,"  I  whispered.

'she made no ru n ly . She simnly sa t sm ill-v  a t  me. I had srnse-; U r  «:>»in somehow* W  
then, suddenly I knew—1 knew what l.e was tik e*  i  almost -ot th  eldest ts a t  i e was th e re  
b« fore me* 7,'as 1 scanning a v ision  th a t memory had ca lle d  up in  her mind?

"You knew Id w ell?" 1 breathed th e  question very d iffid en tly *

*1 am l i s  Mother," she r  p l ie d .

So she sa4 th e r e , sm iling a t  ate, and holding ay very sou Id with her sm ile.

I-wMg without speech* I knew now th a t  A believed— and I  tew what He was l ik e ,  E is 
MotherJ That was the sec re t o f th is  a orable Lady, th is  ex q u is ite  lis ten e r*

I found myself on myknees a t  her side*

"You w ill be b ra v e ,” sehesald , answering ay unsp-ken confession o f fa i th ,

Thun 1 was ^string and smiled back a t  her*

"I don’t  need to  be b. av e ,” I o rie l*  i f  q i t e  easy how.  I ’m not afraid* I know
cow* 1 b l i e v ,  end I love"— I took her hand shyly and kiss® i t —"I love— * im l”

She k*:pi : old o ' myhand, an oi'-iy eyre w i'h  her "you* SI-eo ly  s a l  ■ on; th in g , v r y
gently $ "Can’t  yo fe 1 : very near?”#..*♦

I knew that, the t i i e  h a d  com- for me to -o. Th- th in  - wan a somplisbfed** ,1 had not 
been n e tru  t o ; in  the n-.-st -y of t i  e t  n r r l  Logos a f te r  all*  1 tad received no eublim*
disc i s i t io n  on th e  ord made «les 1. t-.e • u s ® 7  -Jo i., but a lad  fov d t i e  C h ris t, 
aid I I. a-, •• and i *m as the eher# rdsbad found 'a — wit. . i s  ' o ti <T*


