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- If you have donc no spiritual r unding for the meath of wny‘;@ur month is notcomplete,
- The Bullatin would wish all its readers ‘o know a little boox lmid ~innis, cslled
Myatios Al T inﬁrmﬁnatn&n to ‘hisg hfamti*ul boolk it reprints a portion of onn of
the taléa iald ther in, o styoy of a ‘reck o +irl of culture, who hac known in Antinech
a Christian named §» metrius, who had T&&@n.hﬁr‘%ﬂ hear St. Peter ani some of ‘the othor
Apostles, The tale proceeds: |

e e tkﬂm aﬁm& to live in Jerusale:, 1 ite recentl , fro- 4-tioehs 1 no longer lad
Nametrius o o to, and I doubd 47 I woul thsave done so in my mraﬁﬁﬁ% statemw=(l ristiantt
had lost it§ masice “ot where was I to ~0? I had a lettor of introduction o the ~lders
of the “hz* oh in Jerusalem , that Demetrius had -iven me. I told meself, srinly, that

now wag tre time to test my convietionse-now, w om i I-telleotual sido slone revminedes
when my dangerrud enctions wore bevumbded by tie iny of the home wrumds (. er femily

heet becn scandal ‘zad by ror synpathy fot the bkr&uixﬁnsg;

wegwadiy I turned my steps to tis corner of the city where the Chris'ian elder lived to
whon my introduction waes al uraa&fﬁ* “e rroved to be s gentle, scholarly man, very kind
and patient, e liztemmdto oy difficnliies, which sremed to rise up~wzth goven=fold
fore , and &mawwradt?m;&a &?il&uliy as Demetri s would have Jdon . *e, too, showe! me
 tbe law and the Yrophots and exnlained the pro- eples. s was & wonderful tilrker, and |
- the strange sanctity that all the mor: matured mem ers of the Christian “hurch seeued to |
CTTThusEess WES Yery maryes in nime o Tut m: Cunders banding was DRTISHSSy OF Wy hearb. 1o o]
could not ue onvinced, Xy instructor took im?initﬁ pains, Pregently ic¢ went an. fwtah‘{
‘another presbyter, ad they convarsed together at - little distence ﬁﬁfﬁ 1 heard them
metion the name of the great doctor, Jﬁhﬂ‘ At the Lorosy bubt hig pich doetrine was
‘known privately to the mors ﬁ@hmlﬁ?l? portion of the “Turch. Demetrius revelled, with
 his Greek way of thinsking, in the wonderful exposition of the great central Christian
truth afterwards given to the Chursk at largs. I grew gre tly ercited at the thought
that 1 wee to be rcierred to this grost dooto » I was also more then a little afrsid. !
Iwanted to do my educstion iustlce, and my hes: was burzing with theproe and sons of our
recent conmversation, After & short ﬁﬁkﬁﬂltmtimm.my‘imaﬁrua*ar returned to me with =
sorip in his hand. *his he gave me, an: bad me bser it to the rouse of John, to which
latter place s servant would guide me, Sc I set out for the Gre.t teacher s houss,
feeling, se I have said, !alf afraid. They said the Christ ha: loved this man for his
eharity, but was it ~ot also hw who der unced idols, snd was not my father's house to
br tie truth?

the &@rvmmt ﬂﬁﬂduﬁ*ﬁﬁ ms +o & still more obsourc cerner of the oitys 11> entrance to the
preacher's house wis in a little courtyesrd. It wns a mean place, ami surrounded b placed
of no zood renute. That woul. my cother La e gal; if she scould k ve ssen o thearle- or
Udans? I <id not have lon to wail on the th ogholl. Joon the iirure of o wom n anoroast
from within. .+~ the ~ia 1i-ht I eould not s mach of jore-1 cu ose 1 was very ~ervous,
but I sesmed asle o sra o vory little & oent tist sho wissmslline at me,

"You are Agatiae," st sald olw 1y, not acking a gues*ion, Uit statdins a fact, and I
followed ber in, woolori:n- - ow on car'! they ha prepare. bor ler oy visite The romm
she tool me into was porr an 4 e . nowlyekindle [ir: bLurned on the hoort: for it
was a cold day, but othorids: notiin: wia. sugrested but the utmost roverty., ‘o P&ﬁ,
thore was BN air of Ji-ntt. whout thesl-ee that L could rot acrount fore~ that I :ave
tried to rngpwuuaﬂ i o6 ‘n ol er rlaces oy trying to bwmi o all unnesesuar furniture
from an apartets =~ut 1 have nev r ahdeve. thot arjestie recsult,




 ‘"" ?/n"'

The ladw led me to @ seat by the fireside. She saﬁ down Q“mOQlﬁe me . I g %¥at I
would have to wait for my "audience," and tiis, of eourse, I was guite prenarﬁd for I
slanced at the face baforw T . xi was in the shalow--a worn, amrmam#ly heau—iful f&ca.
I eould form no iden of its owner's ALCe |

e rogarded me for = fe moment:. "So you are not 2 Jhiristian vet,” sha sais, in the
same %onu of shtating o fact, It drew forth an answer more irresistibly than any auvestion
could have done, I £-ve my reason;--

"io," I replis., "I am no yet able to believe,"

ihe went on rer ¢r61n* me gquietly, with shrewd eyes, irto whitchereot a smile.

"and whyv not?" she asked. And she sat ther, smiliny st me steadily wiile & racted my
Brainmsto *armwlﬁ*a my @:iﬁeimal rersons for r““ai ing ottside the Ghrl tian Church., They
Sﬁdﬁﬁl 1y seemsed to have hecome rsthur paliry, I discovered, and I had a fe8ling, Turthe |

SITIOT &, that shs aﬁula fathon their »alt iness, yet it was with the ”6ﬁ+l€ st inﬁﬁreﬁt
that she was awsiting my answer. Themwss no scorn in her amuscment,

“hen my answer came it was curious one--cne I had never cited be ore, never dresmt of
aaknawiedgimg. My p&rﬁﬁtq are worshippers of Uiana, " I said; "I lon't anW'wiaf Waulﬁ
happen 1f I h@ . Christien.” |
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 She lcake* at m@, wtlli szlavt bﬁt lvqtaw*Wﬁ w1+} i QESNrn%amTa 3n+ewfnes | It * a o
the effect of making me scrupulo: sl" acauratemw she sesmed tm be setting S0 mﬂeh valae o
‘on what I T avxng.» | o

"I don't liean, " I e plained hastily, "trat I should suffer nersec 1%1an.' Ks ”atbar'WQQ&d
 rrotect me=-- he is e *@ad man, but he believes %?e *kiﬂwa tﬁﬁt t%ay sav of tke Ch tﬂ&ﬁ%,
a~d re wouldn't, te anlﬁw‘ﬁ un: @yst&xd. :

My voice %ra&lm” off. I lgake” down at my thute. 40 zound 1zd such a Teel le 1ittls r@asem
1 hal an idea *rat she would be once arain q%zlmn“ thot shrewd swule at my poor mean
confession of neltriness, ’ ”

I heard ker «iv: a gulck,.sharp sisb., I lo~ked un, Zre was ~r:ve, anc her face wag
full of the tezderes® sympathy an’ concern, |

Mok trat ig hard," she murnured, almost to herself, "Farder than parsecution.,” Then |
she wdded softly, "here are sevon kinds of sorrow, av. seventy-ssiaen winds of sulfering.”

£ ink tihat wer how abe owk i+, hot L ocaniet guits roocamber, 1 oznow thet, ones sgain,
whnt shs g+3d bad that sane astheoritre--ns ;ﬁd&ﬁh shie mew. 1 locked into bLer face, and
then I midcrstocd tie e traoriinsry, ancowrry eanly, sowethins that a Yoolish norirait-

mghor world kave touehod o-t, bt which an ardic t‘wmﬂl have ~ivem hig days to e ahle
to rodardvce,

Ther she boran to ash me abeub mrgell and ur fom o, lishkonine aule tlg, wit wory little
conaent, whilec 1 found nwrsel’ pourins ouvt my otory, the ctory, nob 0? ny Jnivllmwfuﬂl ’
ciffievlties, bt of ay ddeals andagnirad ﬁ@ p==pf the ﬂ%ranv desir to bolieve thatb /
existed in part of me, at leust { somst-ing ia hor WOY O  lisd aniar wads me nunckiliorsly

carceful to gae tio trubie- to roaacent moscl o oas L ‘&s). T told rer aversthins=-- all
about ay 154l ~ebbr troublos, and how pott & » worel And the sethizr, £50 more she

se.med %m q"mWﬁtﬁzua an ftheuch ghe had c"uall" o uerimnesd them all. f#f she eaildl Littl
I wan susare lv, as a uwabier of fact, roenll a in~le sentencs of what ghe did gav, I

only now that she dr@w the stor: out of me, bit by bit., 1 conl: not tave conceived 1t
weasible - Loro oo toat I osould onburdaned ayselt trus, 1 ssened o oref bo koow mysélf
ag I talbe, s gutb 100?1&@, gn ekt cos at mn, gometll wes at tie “ire, «nr eves, at times]
siline, at t1 us full o rentle, tdriul syoomthy, sesned to drar oub all that my heart
contained, 1 hal forrottes all about the = v hisics asd prilononhy. This lady had in=
tervonad ¢ o




i ”Yaﬁ km@w “i ‘well?” hramt}aé th& %ﬁﬁﬁtiﬁﬁ varg mi?fidaw&iy‘

It is ﬁhrang@ that 1 osn raa&li :1a3 liﬁﬁlﬂ af what she 3&1#, for when it came, it was
always positive, yet ot like %Ia@win~ ng of Demetrius whicl courtetsontradie ion by
their very assursnee, «he nemory ig, in a way, blurred, like 4 dream, Mine wns an 5
ungrnsoionably lon story. 1 told her Low the Christian ideal kad filled a sroat void in |
ny hearte- of the ﬁ%ynnga fe-ling of absolute re tulness that cane over me when 1 felt
tie atuospl re ~f the Uhristian “ﬁ%ﬂuﬂltiﬁﬁ to which Uemetriug introdce e-- of m- sro ing
b bnv 11 bt whick I falt was s ining thore, altbouch 1 gonld not ses it, ‘Tzaﬁ,
theard," I aﬁd@ﬁ hartily, ® is a ~ontrodiction, for darknes: is tiﬁ”@i?ﬁﬁ by lixit"

1 oan remsmbir what sho answere: thens "o," she ro’oined quieklv, "The light shines
in the darkness and the darkness oomprebends it rot,”

"I¢ only I could sou the whri&t,“ I eried, ss 1 rad so oftedn Cried to wyselfs "You
know iz, %mﬁh&“B?" I suddenly hazared,

“Y&a, T knew Lim," b paide "I wmaw'rimg

I notet how $?tﬁub$%it ke trhe »r gent fenss, I saged up at her inawe, ut I was arrested
by the tired, wor: exvressi-m o= ker fa e, I ha fagzed her out with the endless tale of
my troubles., it hadl becom bwilizbt, It must be gettl g r late, I azel at er in the
flickering “ireligit, and aﬁ 1 gazed 1 - lt my - eart *hrill*wi%%in 8. " Pell me what ma
was ixk@,” 1 w%ian&r&&,

o o s e e o A R e T T T i
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i ha maaa va r wlg* &?é ﬁ%mﬁ%y 3&& &ﬂili 7 at e, i &a& anige: %#r’ﬁ?@in,$GM$}ﬁwa And |
then, suddenly I knew-wl imew what Le was 1ike, i almost -ot threides tiat le was th&%ﬁ ]
-aaﬁar@~m@¢ was i ﬁ“&ﬂﬁing Y %i@iﬁmA%hat m@maa; bad @&11@& up in her miw&? |

"“z gmxzia ﬁﬁ or," aha r~p1i@%.

3@~$h@ m&ﬁ thara, amiziﬁ* at e, and §ﬁ1&i%g my very ﬁ@ui& with iﬁr'smd1¢¢

 $ﬁﬁminVﬁh$ﬁt speechs 1 kﬁaw'ﬁaW'ﬁﬁat i believedw~ and I krww wiat ﬁﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁ lik‘u E&s
Hother} 7That was the seoret of ﬁhﬁ%v&aﬁrﬂblﬁ Lady, %}is exquirite Iiatﬁmaru |

1 fﬂunﬁ nysell on mywnees at her azﬁag
”Yau,wiliba‘brﬁv&;' adh&aai«, snawering my unspoken ﬁﬁn?ﬁaaimn effaiﬁh;
fhen I owas Jaring and smilec back at hors

"1 don't need to be b.ave,” I eriedy it' q ite emsy rowys I'm not afraids 1 know
sow, I b lieve, ane I lovee= I took hor hand shyly and kisse. it=="I love=- Fym}"

She ot Tnld o myhand, an ofy eyes wi'h her ~yeus. Ulieo ly sals ono thing, v'ry
montdy 3 "an't yo fe 1 Bi: very near?".. ..

T knew that the tiw hnd e¢on for me to +o, 91 thin- was a complisbledss.l ¥al not
barn netructel in the must -y of the . tornal Loros after alls 1 bad received no sublime
dign isltirn on the ord made rles iv tee s use 4 Jok-, ;uf L ind forrrd tie “hriﬂt.
nad I bas cund L im as tho shen rdshed found o 'gie= wii is8 " othere




