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Ask a P r ie s t ,

A few years ago the follow ing paragraph appeared on the B ulletin :

I t ! s funny how some people w i l l  take a p r i e s t T s word for anything in  astronomy, 
ca lcu lu s, advertising , money and booking, zoology,'-- anything, in fa c t ,  except 
R elig ion , h is  only rea l sp ec ia lty ."

This funny f a c t  got under the skin of a sen io r  who had been d r i f t i n g  away from t .  
Church for two years -> He came around and l a i d  open h is  problem. Two so lu tions  
wore o ffered , the only so lu tions possib le  under the Law of God, One o f them was 
comparatively easy, the other demanded a l i f e lo n g  s a c r if ic e .  He was advised t'; 
command the matter t? God in a NvVena. At the end of the nine days he reached 
h is  d ec is io n . He chose the course that demanded most s a c r if ic e ,  and did i t  out 
of love o f God; and be i t  sa id  in passing, few students o f  th is  U niversity have 
ov;r offered  God a bigger s a c r i f ic e .

He communicated with the in terested  p a r t ie s ,  and s e t t le d  down to a peace of heart 
h<; had not known in years. For three months# not a l in e  came in answer to h is  
le c to r .  At la s t  i t  came — a re le a se  from any ob ligation . God had accepted h is  
o ffe r in g , and nad moved the hearts o f  those to whom i t  was made to release  him,

*

During those two years  he had s tayed  away from h is  r e l ig io u s  d u t ie s  because of f ju  
notions that festered  in  his mind and not only made him unhappy, but almost cut W 
o f f  from God. And i f  he were the  only young man so a f f l i c t e d ,  t h i s  B u l le t in  would 
not be w r i t t e n .  Few people a re  w ithout s p i r i t u a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  r f  one kind or 
anc^rer. No physician heals h im self in ser iou s cases, An in fection  t k . t  is  ] _ 
from the doctor grows u n t i l  i t  v i t ia t e s  the whole system; exposed, i t  y ie ld s  to 
medical s k i l l .

%
The p r ie s t  i s  your sp ir itu a l  doctor. He can help you outside o f  confession as we]J 
as in the Sacrament o f Penance. "My d i f f i c u l t y  can*t be talked over with a priest  
*n broad daylight," wrote a student on lu s t  year*s questionnaire. Perhaps i t  re ­
mains a d i f f ic u l ty  because i t  has not been discussed in br^ad daylight. Any p r ie st  
w i l l  be glad to help you; and no s o lf -r e v e la t io n  you make in the process of seeking 
advice can be used against you. You are accustomed to think o f  d isc ip lin arian s  
as policemen. That i s  a mistake. Their sacred functions o-*ne f i r s t ,  and d i s c i ­
p lin e  i s  out o f the question i f  you cone seeking help. Get sp ir itu a l  advice *if
you need i t ,  and gut i t  from any source that in sp ires your confidence.

A Knockout.

Coventry Patmore has given us the follow ing gen on temptation:

"The way to conquer the f le sh  is  to repeat incessantly  to i t
that i t s  present f e l i c i t y  w i l l  bo incredibly and immediately
increased i f  i t  submit to sp ir itu a l authority."

Try i t  out and le t  us know the r e s u lt  on your questionnaire in the next Survey.

Prayers,

Three sp ecia l in ten tion s, throe s ic k  r e la t iv e s  or friends and one deceased person 
are recommended to your prayers. You are a lso  asked to th.nk God for two answers 
to  the prayers of the Church Unity Octave~~two instructions begun* Tom Osborne 
was ca lled  hone th is  morning by the death of h is  f  ithur, and Karl Kubitschok by ih  
"rave i l ln e s s  o f h is  mother*

i


