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i Then You want to be Convinced. VI (5§ 3

The 3in of Adam.

R R

Dear Father: It's Jjust about one a.m. and I've been having quite a session with twe

- sssed agnostics between the ages of 25 and 30 who went to Uwtholic grade and high sche
| Yor the last five years they have been reading Voltaire, Tom rPaine, Brandeis, Ingorsol.:
’efeud Rupert Hughes, Nietzsche, und especiully Haldeman Juliuvs. They can seec nothing

- in the Christian’rzligion but a rehash of the brotherly love philosophy of Confucius anc
| the revamplnb ef paganism on a higher plane.

"They contend that the Catholic rellglon is nothing more thun a highly complicated and

- huzy system of theology, and that if there is « :od He did net intend to burden the nmind.

3¢ <m.n with such a mazc of details and doubts. They argue that Ged is vain and proud -
25

Eli thére is a soul, becausc He did not give them sufficient intellect to jrasp or grace
tq believe the dlfflcult things they are called upon t6 belicve,

"The men they rcad enlarge upon the presumed contrudictions of the Bible; they point out
+hn ignorance of the Apestles, und say thwt if St. Thomas, their own companion, rcfuscd
f%q b:zlieve his brothers disciples, they feel perfectly JuathlCd in being doubtlng
Thomases; thit Christ's words of roproof to Thomas arc a very srebby spcoch put in by
later chroniclers for *those gullible cnough to Lelieve i1t.

"”hcy siy they want to but ca in't belicve in a o&r“dnll God. lhby sre dismiyed at tho
thouvht of oblivion after deathiv......" -- and so forth through threc pages.

N A o ' ‘ Torn C.

ar Tom: There arc pcople who rofuse to bulicve in the story of Adum .nd Eve and tho
ivple, becausc it scems trivial and stupid. These arce the -people who complain against
1hb law of the Church on forbidden books. The zpple was free; the Haldemun Julius

books cost a nickel upicecc. Adsm wwas promised 41l knowledge -- knowlédge of good und
avil -- for c¢uting the forbidden fruit; your two men were promisced knowledge of zood and
ovil for = nickel., They 2te the fruit; they huve the knowledge of good and evil.

Adm despiscd Ged's free gifts, but he finally werked his way back to God by the sweat
efshis brow, ' '

Inclosed you will find five Bulletins.of a scrics ruanning just now. Thoy will show just
how some ef- the blind guides your mcn have boen following lost their faith. The point

. running +hrough them is that you can be convinced of unything you want to believe. In
the case of most of thesec mon, impurity gave birth to the falsc philosophy; in the cusc
of Darwin it was sin agoainst thp Fourth pon“¢nunynt in the case of your frionds it is
Pride, the sin of Adan. If it werc impurity they: Jould stand & better chunce of con-
version: impurity degradcs nd humiliates and shows thO‘nced of &od, while pride blinds.

"False Prophets", which you suggested to thom, is an cxecllont book' so is "Robuilaing
i Lost .Faith, by in Amcrican Agnostic.” Crcdchtlxl of Chrlgtllnltju gives a4 brief
popular resume §f the histericity of +the Gospels.  But what they nced more thun
inything else is to say the beads.  F.ith is » gift of Jod, und it comes in ansucr to
brayer, huwble prayer. The Mothor of Gouw is our best gulde back to God.

If thoy wunt to bc convinced; they cnn be, lh" h.ve duspiscd the warning of tho Churdi;g

she excormunicated then when they road their first Index author, becuuse she knew they
would lose the Faith anywzxy. - They sold their dWrthright for nickel's worth of rcad-
ing “Lttcr wh b was o free gifi, uCoplSQh, thoy sust got buek by h- rd labor and prayer.

‘PRAYWRS Vicfor Wosste's brothor wus Killed Thursday ; Arthur Hall's mothor is very sic -

Jack Adams and 3ob Sncll ask prayers-for their very sick re litives; Br. O'Shea, €.8.C.,
‘H»s bb“n oxlled te tho bedside of his dying father, '

:nd indifferent if He allows His children to be bewildered :nd probably lose their soulc,




