Relizivva Brlletin
Neverner~ 20, 1926,

Ansther lelhor o the 0ld Bors.
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Dsar bheys:

o Nztre Dane was in mounring last yea: when yeu “fere back. At Hemeconilig,
Jimmie Prwers had just died; & week later. when ysa ceme back for the Narthwestern
fame ysu heard that Edwin Rowley had met with a fatel accident on his way heme from

the Sophsmore Cotillion. That game was played on the 2lst last year, so lomor-
rew is the anniversary of Edwin Rowley's d.ath, and the 8:30 lass tomorrew will be
offered for the repese of his soul. You can help tne buys pray for hiu,

We have besn more fsriunate this year. Eight of last year's registrants have al-

ready answvered the final roll eall; fsur &f them had by this time last year., Thus
far this vear has been withcut tragedy; and we are thankging Ged for it and asking
Him in fervent praver to keep it so all year, as it was TWwe years 2g0.

You were asking absut the ycungsters who are here now, these collegiate cake-eaters
whe. have none of the hardihood of the tough men of days gone by; you have said some
mean things about them in your gatherings here and there; you cast an eye of suspi-
cirn on this modern youth end fear for the fubure of Notre Dame. You would like
to believe that the old school has not fallen into evil ways, but after a lock at
the new quadrangle in the Far West, and a review of the 1aSalle mexzanine and the
Cliver lobby, you turn up your noses and go into executlve session with some cf your
old eronies to wallop the shieks. |

Suspend your hammers for just a minute. If you saw the Army game last week you saw
what these shieks are coming %o. You saw these lily-livered mocllycoddles tear
holes as wide as a wagon in an Army line praised before the game as one of the best
‘the Zast has ever seen; you saw our shieks cublest Sprague and outelass Wilson and
Hewitt; if you wish, you may compare Flanagan and Ppapnell, Boeringer and Daly.
Hewitt and Daly were handicapped, of course, because Harry 0'Boyle and Bud Boeringer
were full of birthday ceke, and on ancount of their reaching their majority that dey
Rock had allewed each of them an extra gelunk sundae before the game.

Now, what you are scorning as two-tone corduroys are not such in reality; they are

tone and overtone. There is a basic tone to them, generally light, and then there
is » dark overtone, which they call democracy end we call dirt. And if you look

closely you will observe that thase pants are a bit baggy at the knees, not fron
crap-shooting, as in the old days, but freon praying for the Poer Souls. {Ycu know,
we have just finished a Hovena for the Poor Souls, and the Holy Communions kept up
ahove the thousand mark every dsy, even when the boys started for town in the rain
at five olclock last ionday morning to welcome howme the teoan and the Arny goal post.

I+ is true that we haven't any "Skunk" or "Swamp rat” or some of the less lovely

nonikers of other days, but "Serapiron” and "Spike" live up to their nuues in their
respective lines of sport. And yeu will find almost as much noral courage among

the shieks as you used to find paysical courvge anong the roughnecks.

This peneraticn is honest, frank, open, evsn thougsh sophisticated beyond the dreams
of your days. And while i% iz hard for Hebre Dume to tbsorb a theusand new boys
oach yenr und give then all a thorough grourding in Notre Dame spirit, the school
is still plupging away the process and ¢lizping the wings of the high-fliers. And

these boys are learning to love God. You must reienmber that the Religious Survey

ig their contribution to modern gaucation, Give them a chance.

The weather? An honest old Hossier lady cnce observed thaet gshe wouldi8t live in
any climate where it wouldntt get cold enough to freeze up the bugs once & your.
There was an over=-supply of vootles at last Homeo-ming, of the kind that never went
to sollege. This sort of weather thins their ranks.



