
/.. 
Religious Bulletin. 
Febrw1;rv :12 .. 1927 o . ,. - u ., 

---.~~--.. 

. ' 

Five special intentionsi three deceased pers.9ns,, and seven- ~~-a::r~ _t,ll- .iti:-S'.'.'-rS'C'O-m!iiendec 

Broiivnson _IiaJ.:l Oracles. 

The last .. item on. yesterday 1 s Bulletin provoked quite a discussion on Brownson HalL 
"Where does he ·get that stuff·? I bet he was never in a public dance hall in his life.' 
11Yeh, they crab a,bout you !'tarrying Protestant girls and then_ they never give you a •·_ ... 
chance to meet a St. Mary 1 s girl or any .Catholic girls. 11 11 I've met $ome peachy dafles 
at the PiilaisJ" · · · 

.· \. 

There .wili: always be those who know riore than their -t~achers, and too 11'1.any 0£ then haVEh 
,parents _who have not· the sounci judgment of Mike Rafferty~. Sr~ _. Whe_n Mike, Jr •. , reached/ 
the sixth grade~ his father took hiJTl. out of' school 'because he knew more than the teachert ·,; 

·. and sure', there was n~ sense .in paying n.ut geod :money for more education when there ·· 
VvaS ne~hihg IllOre_-for him to lea;rnft . . '--. · . . : 

. , ~ . 
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··Dr~ · Fosdibk 1 s Co_nfesi;rio_nal. 

The New·Yotk Times fsrFebruary 8 ~red.its Dr~ Harry Emerson Fosdick, pastor of the Rock.,., : 
efeller Church, -with the f'ollpwing declarations· at· a meeting of ·the· ChurcJ;i Feder13:tion: 

. "Our Rpman Catholic. bret.hr~m -in keeping the. co~fessional .have-pretty nearly wiped us: off 
the stage in 0ne feature of_ human .service. Through'. .the co.nfessional- they havi9 b'4ilt UF: • ·-

.. an amazing serviee for +.he treatrient of. sick soµ_1s ~ A good priest,~ through th~ c~nf.~_s-:<.: ·-
'sional1 can- develop _a ·treatment fot _:the '_,fnd.ivid:tj.a.l. ~nd. vre,_have_ hoth:i,ng __ to _9omp_i:lr,e ~w-~ th ~t . 
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. 11For ::;ix iears I have cond1lctea.~ .B~ptist though I ~m, wh~t I call a ~onfessional •. · I ani 
not. afb .. id t9 re(;\ov~r things the. Protestants_. thi-ew avmy _..; beauty of service and0 the . -... , 
·confessioriaL - I have an office where people wh(l know they are spirituail1y sick.and. 
mentally dist':lrb~d can come ·with t.heir prob.lerns~ Why sliEuldntt .I minister to. them'? .. 
Never: ago.in will I be ;vithout. such a place where p~tJp;le can meet me alone. · Week :a£ter -
week I ·meet pretty nearl:y as many :-reople ·as~-a_ priEfat~ They are mentapy ~n,balanced _.;:. 

.. ·_, 

sick soul~ :who. 11-eed ministt~.tt_ion .' 11 . · - '< 

- . __ ; 

. Novi,. Dr-._ J_i'r,sdick, let 1 s get this str::Aight •. You_,may.· think _you have a col1.fessionai,_ but.·: 
you .haven It. You: rnay -gi ve .. ycur people~medicine_, _ bµt you _can.t t _give ther.i absolution/­
Our Lord neVer. said to you:/ e :i,ther dl.rectly or • :t;hro:ugh a suc_ce ssor of 6n.e of .the-)i:po_s'­
tle s: . nwh~se si:ns y_o-u_ shaiLfdrg_j,ve they ar~ forgiven;'•vhose' sins y.ou shti.ll ret:a1n,.· 

,.theyare retained.n-'You can't say, "Ego te absglyo, 11 :~~nd:.haveit_ratif.ied in heayen~·. 
_And,alt'l:lough ·in your c·.ffice yc:m may :see a)1!lost_:t=i.s 'i:nany: i:eoplG as a priest, you coµld,. 
Ji.ave teh tirnes as many 'penH;.ents ~f they -could hav~_ the. conc.ea-1.F.i~nt ef a box-wher,e they: .. 
are_ not_ kn.own':, -ft• sac.rarnenta~l seal to dei'en~- their ~s.ecr<3ts __ with l~fe itself; and an • -
assuril'1:g v11'crd of forgivene_ss tron one_:•;r~th divine poi.rver,: to .florr;ive. -

.. · 

' The trouble vdth you, D~. Fb~dick; arid ·,jiththe psychoanalysts and i3en Linds~;, T~ that.·.· 
you, don it. give the supernatural any shaw• ri.-'t/ all.. Now· we know all about .:the! natural, 
an:~ w~. have natural effects in the ·confess_iqnti.l and prayer .and liturgy and in a _th()usand., ,_ ·­
d~fferent things. _But we .know something -•1bqut th'9 supern,1tury).' ~ts wel.l. - We kri.ow, 

·for inst.ance, .th9.t· ~vhen We ,{sked 758 boys_last y.e;irt?_sta-te V(hat had h7lped them 'in -
tempi;~tions,.- they• ¢p.me back With llQQ suggestiqns.:, H.J.1d 'l'3%,'of .these suggestions vYe:re Of 

· super~aturai means;- wi,th prayer: and<Holy Ocirnmunion ·:UJ. the ).e:i.d~ You and .Ben and Dr. .• -
<Harris and a,1:eW:mr1.re· 11 co'nfesi:;iona1ists 11 may have the personality to draw. out a_story 
a.n¢, speak a word of :comfort j ·-We have 25,000 r~·al confessors. _in this country~ anQ.: they 
cari forgive -a~ well<as c~mfort •. You- ate still a_ long vyay ft:om our: S'?Cr~t •. · -
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