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"Then's Harsh Vords, Reverend,"

A Herald and Examiner report of & sermon by the Reverend Villiam Ward Ayer, pastor of
the Central Baptist Church in Gary, quotes hin as follows:

"Whether we adnit or deny it, we have corne to a day when nen, drunk with their own
power and wisdom, have built up a philosophy which, if it does not completely exclude
God, at least ignores Hinm and completely excludes the revelation God has given in the
Bihle, |

"Religion is absent in the elenentary schools, but oftentimes irreligion is taught,

The great colleges founded by Christians and dedicated to the propagation of the gospel,
now have atheists and agnostics as professors, and in some instances are destroying the
falth of their students by the thousands. ‘

"Even such religious leaders as Dro Fosdick are ready-to believe that ears were evol=
ved by the playing of sound weves upon the skin of some prehistorie creatures, and eyes
~evolved by the playing of light waves upon him in the dim and distant past, |

"Darwin is the patron saind of modernists in religion, and when the great Riverside
Baptist Church was throwm open in llew Yorl it was discovered that a statue of Darwin
occupled a place alongside of Peter and Paul and James and John, »

"Dre Fosdick is the high priest of this new temple, and Ifr, Rockefeller is the man whose
rillions created che edifice, Through his educational foundations he has a strangle
hold on the cducational 1life of American colleges, and through his gifts he has kept the
nachinery of %hérﬁbrtheﬁn'Baptist Convention well oiled and ruming to please hims"

One can't help feeling for Dr, Zyer in his probelm (vhich is the problem of the Proteg=
toant fundanmentalist, who sees his religious structureund@rmine&.by the waves of uns |
belief), but a Catholic can't help thinking at the ssne time of the prophecy of Christ
about what happens to the house built on sand. Sand is no firmer foundation than 0il;
rock is what Our Lord recormends and what He used as a foundation for His Church,

Dig a little deeper, Doctor. Ilotre Dame is devoted to higher education, and it has
helped her religion, not hurt i%: Hotre Davc has received a quarter of a million fronm
the Roclefeller Foundation +o pay salories to sceuler professors, and that hasn't
crippled her in any way; Hotre Dame has no objection to evolution as a working hypothe-
sis in embryology and comparative anatomy, and hor students and professors may, if they
choose, belicve that God worlked through secondary cousces to produce the creatures that
scrve us daily,

Lous, isn't it beeausc your fundaw
the agnostic Horace ‘ann while
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1L the elerentary sehools arc non=religios or irrcelizi

nontalist ancestors weleoned the public secrool plan

ntholies were bullding their owm schools o leep relipion alive?  And if Fosdiel: and
Rockefellor arc modermists, isn?t it bhoonuse they heve logleally had to face the altornae
tive of clither rejecting whe infallibility of the Dible or of aceepbing with it an ine
fellible teacher to say what it means when its noaning g quostioned?  Ho, Dr. Lyer;
ain your shafts ot hnrtin Luther, John Inox, Ropur Villiams, and the real authors of
moderisry, and you will do hottor work, 4 sparrow 1o nolsy, bub don't mistake n sparrow
for o hawl,
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PRAYERS: Joss Foloyts father dicd donday cvendngs  Dugene Rau hns been called home by
the grave illness of his father, Yie Krusizce's nwother is sufforing sovero pain, with

no prospect of wodieal relicfs A relative of Davoe fugk died yestorday. An aunt of
Robert Strob is quite i1l Iive speoial intontlonsz,
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