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The nlstory of Daily Coryumion at ‘lotre Dame = IIT,
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On the Pirst Friday in lovember, 1921, the frotball tean was scheduled to spend the
norning on the train, en route to 'fest Point. Paul Castner and Roger Hiley appeealed
for suggestions on how to take care of their Tirst Friday Communio:  The schedule
showed a twenty-minute stop at Albany, and t%e boys were sent off with the assurance
that accomcdations would be nade Ior them to receilve Holy Cormunion during that waibe.

A telegram to rfather Charlzs, in Albany, resulted magnificently., A fleet of limousines
net the players at the train and carried them %o Farrell Insbtitute, where Holy Communion
was administered at the Grotio of Lourdes.  tlbany had not seen eﬁough of the boys, so
the train was held while brealifast was served, Uewspapers carried the story from coast
to coast, and the sporting public learncd that the Ulaye“s thought of something besides
football,

From that day till this, cvery foothall team has had an opportunity to rececive daily
Comaunion throughout the season, Interrupbions of over-aight trips were common, and
here and there over the country, in counbry nisgsion or in metropolitan cathedral, Cath-
olics came to realize that Holy Cormrmmion Is for full-blooded men. A dlstlﬁbﬂlShwﬁ |
‘climax was reached when the Apostolic Delsgate gave the team the privilege of a chapel
car, and day by day, between :otre Dame and Colifornia, wld uetween.ﬁallfornla and llotre
Dame again, lass was said on the train, |

Does it seem far-fotched to say that God has uade use of notre Dame fcgtball to spread
devotion to the Blessed Sacre sent? or that through the prostige that has come to llotre
Dame He has called attention to the azws; 1d@a“sg and practices of Oathcllc education at
2 time when secular education is beginning to coause scriocus people grave worries? It
seems & reasonable solution of aomethmmg wosmﬁzwnly"unoanwva iuch erow has been eaten
this falle People who have snecred ah lotre 3“me as overemphasizing football have heard
Uotre Dame pleyers pralsed as the finest body of gentleren playing the game today; they
have read one article aftcr another wralmlng ?0% re Danels scholastic standing ond her |
care for discipline; they have seen very definitel 1y that Zotre Damc cares more about the
™

lews of the Church end tne sncredness of wmarriage than she does about shadowy national
championships. | | |
There are other anglesg many of then, bLLAnosﬁ of them have boon liberally dlSGHﬁSGd

elsewhere, The religious Report issued last snring sunrierized many of these points; and
T

it was issued largely to answer hundreds of inquiries that had come at onc time or anm”he
from persons interested in the methods cmployed here to develeop the spiritusl 137: -7 *he

students. The little poamphlets of cxpericnces with frequent Cromunion, gothored Pros

tho questionnsaires of the Relirians Survey, have raached o circulation of neorly two
hundred thousand bOplﬁua sehools uge the, missixarics wreach frowm thom, retreat mastors
read then to nums {'or thelr cncovragerwmt.  Yho feeling in Catholic circles, both at

ome and abroad, is that 1L 1t comes from hotre Dumne 1t ig all right.

For the respozsibilitics Lthat this cminoncc ‘uplicm, we arv fearful; but woe hove truost
thet the grece of God will suppiy for huwonn deficiencics,  For the favor that this
eminence 1ncars, wo are protoful; henco the Hoveus of thankesiving.  You are told about
it beeause we want you, wiea yeu Imecl in edoration these days, to theank God with o full
heert beeause i has beon so podd o vour zehonla

-

_ase of Tharkaplving Saturdayo
At the close 51 thile football seas o we Lhank tod for many +thingse The iass of thanks
giving will o gﬁlﬁ in Ghe churcl mt Ced0 tomorrows Do your part,

FRATERS lonry turzer, Tre., *00, is guite iile The Pather of andrar Sulrenny, 27, died
Tucsdays Jom J. OWonnor, Laltor Jennedy, Geo, seolingor, and four othors ask proyer
for reletives 1lle  L1_Lt special intentions,
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Lawrence Perry’s Cure For Sophistication

To Lawrence Perry, of the New York Sum, a non-Catholic, we are indebted for a beauti®z! and delicate lifting of the veil to let the world know what
is behind Notre Dame football. It synchronized so well with today’s Bulletin that we reprod:zze it as a supplement. It is taken from the daily newspapers
served by his syndicate, under date of December 8, the Feast of the Immaculate Conception «f Our Lady.

As the amazing narrative of that Notre Dame-Southern California game at Los Angeles came over the radio into an uptown
club on Saturday, a man, who follows national foothall closely, and whose ozinions are not only bulwarked by knowledge of the
game but by bread-minded points of view, turned to a group of friends shrugging: “What is the answer to this Notre Dame
football? You will say material. You will say coaching. You will say grezter opportunity for extended practice sessions. All
true.

“But Southern California, for instance, has no lack of the best material, has all necessary time for practice, has an excellent
coach. So have other universities met and defeated by Notre Dame in the last two years. No, there is something over and
: Ade,
above those things, something as elusive as it is irresistible—I don’t know what it is. Who does?”

The writer thinks he does. That mysterious element which inspires and informs Notre Dame play is a great underlying
motive, an organic impulse that transcends sport and involves all that is highest in the human soul. Notre Dame football, to
be explicit, is inspired by a cause, and that cause’is their religion, By this is not meant a fiery, indomitable impulse to
prove that it takes a Roman Catholic football outfit to play the best football there is. Not at all. The impulse is deeper than
that.

These Notre Dame foothall players are expressing on the football field what religion means to them individually. Every game
they play is built upon a sub-structure of religious aspiration. This is an age of sophistication, so-called, Seo there will be many,
no doubt, who will smile at the above. Well, let such as these be not too sere in their amnsement. |

There is a lot more in life, in football, than your sophisticate dreams of in his philosophy. There are stupendous things in
human life which are not seen, which cannot be gripped and felt. .

To just what saint that particular Southern California game was dedicated by Notre Dame, the writer does not know. But
it was dedicated to some saint—all games are. And whether a Notre Dame player was a Roman Catholic or Protestant—
they were both on this outfit, as always—made no difference. No boy, whatever his religious affiliation, can come in contact
with electricity and not feel it.

In this connection there is a story told by Ray Miller, a Notre Dame grad, now district attorney in Cleveland. A player
in the Notre Dame dressing room before a game in which the odds were zgainst the Irigh, suggested that they say a little
prayer before going out on the field. That player was George Gipp, son of a Methodist clergyman. The prayer was offered
and the boy who made it was Chet Wynne, son of a Baptist clergyman. There you have the Notre Dame idea.

Knute Rockne is a great coach—the greatest—and he has a sure knowledge of the heart of man and how to get into his
soul. But it may be suspected that not even he gets to the deep underlying rzasons of all that his men accomplish. Perhaps
only the saintliest of priests do, those who have walked in wisdom all the w=ars and see through the veil.

Princeton outplayed Yale after the most unsuccessful season in Nasszu history; here, too, cause lay back of the game
the Tigers played--tradition and everything that tradition involves, No #subt the Navy will reveal this against West Point
next Saturday.

But Notre Dame is always consistent. Without fail, week after week, the players express the very best that is in them—
and year after year. Did you ever see—or hear of—a Notre Dame player who played dirty football? Did you ever hear of
an unsportsmanlike Notre Dame team? Did you ever see a drunken Notre Dame student in the stands? The answers inevitably
lie in the negative,

Did you ever meet a Notre Dame man who was ashamed to believe in something eternally definite? Here, one thinks,

may be the answer to Notre Dame football,
~—LAWRENCE PERRY, in The New York Sun.



