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On the F ir st Friday in Ho venter, 1921, the fo o tb a ll team was scheduled to  spend the 
morning on the tra in , en route to  I Test Point* Paul Castner and Roger ICiley appealed 
for suggestions on how to  take oare o f th e ir  F irst Friday Gommunio'i* The schedule 
showed a twenty-minute stop at Albany, and the boys were sent o f f  w ith the assurance 
h at accomodations would be made for  them to receive Eoly Communion during that wait*t

A telegram  to Father Charles, in  Albany, resu lted  m agnificently* A f l e e t  o f lim ousines 
net the players a t  the tra in  and carried  them to F arrell I n s t itu te , where Eoly Communion 
was adm inistered a t the Grotto of Lourdes* Albany had not seen enough o f the boys, so 
the tra in  was held while breakfast was served* newspapers carried the story from coast 
to co a st, and the sporting public learned that the players thought of something besides  
footb a ll*

From th at day t i l l  th is ,  every fo o tb a ll team has had an opportunity to  receive  d a ily  
Communion throughout the season* Interruptions of o v e r s ig h t  tr ip s  were common, and
here and th e re  over the country , in  country  nirsiorx or in  m etro p o litan  c a th e d ra l .  Cath­
o l ic s  came to  r e a l i z e  t h a t  Holy Communion i s  fo r  fu ll-b lo o d ed  men* A distingu ish ed  
climax m s  reached when the  A posto lic  Delegate gave the  team the  p r iv ile g e  of a chapel 
c a r ,  and day by day, between ITotro Dane and C a l i fo rn ia ,  and between C aliforn ia  and ITotre 
Dame again , Lass was sa id  on the t r a in *

Does i t  seen fa r - fe tc h e d  to  say th a t  God 1ms :;ade use o f ITotre Dame f o o tb a l l  to  spread 
devotion to the  Blessed Sacrament? o r th a t  through the  p re s t ig e  th a t  has cone to  IJotre 
Dane He has c a l le d  a t t e n t io n  to  the  aims, id e a l s ,  and p ra c t ic e s  of C atho lic  education  a t  
a time when secu la r  education is  beginning to  cause serious people grave w orries? I t  
seems a reasonable  so lu tio n  of something p o s i t iv e ly  uncanny* Iluch crow has been ea ten  
th is  fa l l*  People who havo sneered a t ITotre Dame as overemphasizing fo o tb a ll have heard 
ITotre Dame players praised as the f in e s t  body of gentlemen playing the game today; they  
have read  one a r t i c l e  a f t e r  another p ra is in g  ITotre Dane1 1 s c h o la s t ic  s tanding  and her 
care for  d isc ip lin e ; they have seen very d e f in ite ly  that ITotre Dame cares more about the  
laws o f the Church and too sacrednoss of marriage than she does about shadowy national 
championships ♦

There ore other angles, many o f thorn, bub most o f thorn havo boon l ib e r a l ly  discussed  
elsewhere * The r e lig io u s  Report issu ed  la s t  spring summarized many o f thoso p o in ts; and 
i t  was issu ed  la rg e ly  to answer hundreds of in q u iries that had come a t one time or another 
from persons in terested  in  the methods employed here to develop the sp ir itu a l l i f ;  o f the 
students* The l i t t l e  pamphlets of experiences with frequent Cvimunlon, gathered from 
the questionnaires o f the R elig ious Survey, have reached a c ircu la tio n  of nearly two 
hundred thousand copies* Schools use the* m issi.tiorioa  preach from thorn, retrea t masters 
road then to nuns for th eir  encouragement* Tho foo lin g  in Catholic c ir c le s ,  both a t  
homo and abroad, i s  that i f  i t  comes from Hotro Dome i t  i s  a l l  right*

For tho r e s p o n s ib il it ie s  th a t th is  eminence im plies, we aru fe a r fu l;  but wo havo tr u st  
that the grace o f God w ill  supply for human d efic ien c ies*  For tho favor th at th is  
eminence moans, wo arc g ra tefu l; lienee the Havana of thanksgiving* You are to ld  about 
i t  because wo want you, uno-i ycu knool in  M oratlou these day:, to thank God with a f u l l  
heart because He has bOh,n cn good to your school*

"ass o f Thanksgiving Saturday*
* " * '  *  v  %  V »  ■*

At tho c lose  of t h is  fo o tb a ll ooas %i vro than!'. C-od for many th in g s , Tho i!ass of thanks- 
giving w i l l  bo said  in fcho church at C-soO tomorrow. Do your p art,
FRAYBRSs Henry Uurzor, Hr., ■ 00, i s  quite i l l *  Tho father o f  Andrew Hulronny, *27, diod 
Tuesday# lorn J . O’Connor, ,,altvr Xennody, Geo, Soolingor, and four others ask prayer 
for r e la t iv e s  i l l .  l i toLt sp ecia l in te n tio n s ,
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Lawrence Perry’s Cure For Sophistication
To Lawrence Perry, of the New York Sun, a non-CathoMc, we are indebted for a beaut&d and delicate lifting of the veil to let the world know what 

is behind Notre Dame football. It synchronized so well with today’s Bulletin  that we reprodsse it as a supplement. It is taken from the daily newspapers 
served by his syndicate, under date of December 8, the Feast o f the Immaculate Conception cl Our Lady.

As the amazing narrative of that Notre Dame-Southern California game at Los Angeles came over the radio into an uptown 
club on Saturday, a man, who follows national football closely, and whose opinions are not only bulwarked by knowledge of the 
game but by broad-minded points of view, turned to a group of friends shrugging; "What is the answer to this Notre Dame 
football? You will say material. You will say coaching. You will say greater opportunity for extended practice sessions. All 
true.

“But Southern California, for instance, has no lack of the best material, has all necessary time for practice, has an excellent 
coach. So have other universities met and defeated by Notre Dame in the last two years. No, there is something over and 
above those things, something as elusive as it is irresistible—I don’t know what it is. wfio does?”

The writer thinks he does. That mysterious element which inspires and Informs Notre Dame play is a great underlying 
motive, an organic impulse that transcends sport and involves all that is highest in the human soul. Notre Dame football, to 
be explicit, is inspired by a cause, and that cause "is their religion, By this is not meant a fiery, indomitable impulse to 
prove that it takes si Roman Catholic football outfit to play the best football there is. Not at all. The impulse is deeper than

These Notre Dame football players are expressing on the football field what religion means to them individually. Every game 
they play is built upon a sub-structure of religious aspiration. This is an age of sophistication, so-called. So there will be many, 
no doubt, who will smile at the above. Well, let such as these be not too sere in their amusement.

There is a lot more in life, in football, than your sophisticate dreams of in Ms philosophy. There are stupendous things in
human life which are not seen, which cannot be gripped and felt. ,,

To just what saint that particular Southern California game was dedicated by Notre Dame, the writer does not know. But
it was dedicated to some saint—all games are. And whether a Notre Dame player was a Roman Catholic or Protestant— 
they were both on this outfit, as always—made no difference. No boy, whatever his religious affiliation, can come in contact 
with electricity and not feel it.

I%% this connection there is a story told by Ray Miller, a Notre Dame grad, now district attorney in Cleveland. A player
in the Notre Dame dressing room before a game in which the odds were against the Irish, suggested that they say a  little 
Prayer before going out on the field. That player was George Gipp, son of a Methodist clergyman. The prayer was offered 
and the boy who made it was Chet Wynne, son of a Baptist clergyman. There you have the Notre Dame idea.

Knute Rockne is a great coach—the greatest—and he has a sure knowledge of the heart of man and how to get into his 
soul, But it may be suspected that not even he gets to the deep underlying reasons of all that his men accomplish. Perhaps 
only the saintliest of priests do, those who have walked in wisdom all the years and see through the veil.

Princeton outplayed Yale after the most unsuccessful season in Nassau history; here, too, cause lay back of the game
the Tigers played—tradition and everything that tradition involves. No doubt the Navy will reveal this against West Point
next Saturday.

But Notre Dame is always consistent. Without fail, week after week, the players express the very best that is in them— 
and year after year. Did you ever see—or hear of—a Notre Dame player who played dirty football? Did you ever hear of 
*in unsportsmanlike Notre Dame team? Did you ever see a drunken Notre Dame student in the stands? The answers inevitably
lie in the negative,

Did you ever meet a Notre Dame man who was ashamed to believe in something eternally definite? Here, one thinks, 
may be the answer to Notre Dame football

— L a w r e n c e  P e r r y , in  The New York Sun.


