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Texas, Kansas, and Oklahoma

In to  th e  romance o f D aily  Communion th e re  are woven many and b e a u tifu l s to r i e s .  I t  was 
prophesied by Our Lord, in  the parab le  of the ..'adding F e a s t, th a t  the  g u ests  a t  His 
e te rn a l banquet would be gathered  in  from the s t r e e t s  and la n es  of the  c i t y , —the poor, 
the  fe e b le , th e  b l in d , the  lam e,—and from th e  highways and hedges o f th e  coun try . And 
th o se , He to ld  u s , were to be th o re  in  th e  place o f  H is f r ie n d s  and in v ite d  guests who 
had made one excuse or ano ther to  s ta y  away fro n  His f e a s t .

At th e  a l t a r  r a i l  in  the  Sorin  chapel one morning n o t long ago th e re  wore th roo  s tu d e n ts ,
one from Texas, one fro n  Kansas, and one from Oklahoma, R esiden ts  o f th e se  proud 
coia-iomToaiths may n o t r e l i s h  being compared w ith  the denizens of x .0 highways"and hedges, 
bu t the  f ig u re  i s  n o t f a r  from t ru e ,  in  so f a r  as  theso  s ta te s  a re  s t i l l  f r o n t ie r s  o f  th e
F a i th ,  The o ld e s t  d iocese in  Texas i s  fiv e  years younger than. ITotre Dane (and some
f i f t y  or s ix ty  p a rish e s  in  Texas wcro inaugurated  by Holy Cross p r i e s t s ) ;  Kansas r e 
ceived i t s  f i r s t  Bishop in  1377; and th e re  are s tu d en ts  here  now"who Imew the f i r s t  
Bishop of Oklahoma.

F ro n tie rs  c-f th e  F a ith  they  a rc ,  though hardy and fast-g row ing  o ffsp rin g  of m issionary  
z e a l .  They re p re s e n t those  sec tio n s  of the coun try  whore n a tiv e -b o rn  p r ie s t s  a re  s t i l l  
too few to  su p p ly :th e  needs of the  C atho lic  p o p u la tio n , and whore g ro a t C atholic  e n te r 
p r is e s ,  so c ia l and e d u c a tio n a l, a re  s t i l l  in  th e i r  in fancy ; where p a ro c h ia l schools and 
convents are s t i l l  too  few; whore th e re  arc  many churches w ithou t re s id e n t  p a s to rs .

k o trc  Daao has a g ro a t s p i r i tu a l  m ission  to perform in  th e  development o f th ese  o u tp o s ts  
o f the F a ith , and she can do i t  b e s t by fo s te r in g  d a ily  Goi-nnunion"among th e  studen ts  who 
cono to  her f ro n  th e se  s e c tio n s . The work of education  i s  a work : f  th e  grace of God, 
and i t  i s  through p la c in g  those non in  contact w ith  the  Sacraments th a t  llo trc  Dano edu
c a te s  th en  — th a t i s ,  b rin g s  out a l l  the  good they  have in  th e ir  so u ls . Tho C ath o lic  
boy who makes use o f tho  o p p o rtu n itie s  iio trc  Dano a f fo rd s , and goes back to  thoso se c tio n s  
f o r t i f i e d  w ith  four y ea rs  o f d a ily  Communion, w il l  be an in c a lc u la b le  in flu en ce  fo r  good, 
lie cannot ho Ip  i t .

I t  i s n ' t  th a t  d a i ly  Communion i s  unknown in  the f r o n t ie r  s t a t e s ,  ho t a t  a l l .  One o f  
our h ap p ies t r e c o l le c t io n s  i s  o f  a K iss sa id  a t  four o 'c lo c k  one week-day morning in a~ 
l i t t l e  do s o r t  town o f How Kexico, which was a ttended  by n ine people, seven of whom r e 
ceived  Holy Communion -  and tho only n o tic e  they had of tho  Mass was a w ire  sen t f ro n  
the t r a i n  a t  s ix  o 'c lo c k  thu evening b e fo re . In another church, in  A rizona, we used 
to  soo some tw enty communicants every morning out o f  u p a r ish  of some th ro o  hundred s o u ls .

ao , thu F a ith  i s  there , and i t s  ro o ts  a re  strong, b u t one of i t s  no Ar, fo r  f u l l  f  lower -  
i nb v -acatod oc. -1 >lxc l a i t y ,  tra in e d  in  w ill cip —roll as in  i n t e l l e c t ,  f u l ly
appreciative of th e  - ra c e s  of blv; vm ts. I f  % ;odc V. ronlir.o th a t  r e l ig io n  i sb
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a rc  swallowed up in  lew  York and Chicago and IL-st ,r an .' % v v ;la u l ask D e tro i t .  I f  the 
r e a l iz e  'th is  v o ca tio n  and do th e ir  b u s t 
reason  to  b:. proud o f titou .
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