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The thought comes to mind after reading three recent letters from elumni and old students. )
regarding vecatios to the priesthood that perhaps not enough is said about this matter '
during undergraduate dayse There is a sermon on vocations every year and there is a ,
novena for vocations, bubt the few Bulletins devoted to the subject may not be enough, !
Perhaps the Bulletin has leaned over backward to avoid giving any impressisn that you are
being "roped in.T ‘ '

The whole matter can be put simply enough: if you have a desire to serve God in the
priesthood rr the religieus life and have the neoessary qualifications, go ahead. It
comes down largely to a matter of whether or not you have the desire; the qualifications
of mental, moral, and physical fitness are judged much more easily, They may be summem
rized thus: B

Membal = the ability %o make the grade in studiess S
lioral = the ability to avoid moital sin, at least for the future, and s

spirit of faith that will make for progress in virtue,
Fhysical = "a body strong enough 'and well enough to stand the strain of a C
o - rather exacting life, both in the seminary and later in priestly work.

How what is this desire? Many boys will worry along for years with this sort of desire:
"I would be a priest if I thought I had a vocation." That's about as close to a "vo=
cation" as anything can be, It rerely happens that God gives such & direct osll as he y
did to St. Matthew or St. Pauls the histery of "vocation" in +he Church, on the contrary,
contains singular instances of great seints whose "vocations" seemed far frem being the
work of the Holy Ghost, An extraordinary "vocation" is always a bit under suspicion:
they tell of a young men who spent some time in the seminary here whe made it known that

“he got a "vocatisn" when a barrel of sugar foll on him. Weedless +to sey, he did not
lasgt long,. | '

To get down to facts, the "desire" is desire to live as close as possible to our Blessed
Lord in this life, coupled with a practical willingness to give up any worldly objects or
attractions that would interfere with the fulfillments of that fosire. Tho ayman's
union with God through +the Sacraments and. prayer ne.s many worldly allurements to overs
come, and it can never, of course, reach the fruition that is the priestts, He can

- transform bread and wine into the Body snd Precious Blood of Our Lord gand Saviours; he
holds the key to the tabernacle; he is strictly, "at home" in the House of God; he alone
kmows the great jey of restaring a scarlet sinuner to the embrace of God; he can truly
make it a joy to die. . )

This desire is normally the fruit of a good Catholic life, If it come suddenly during
& #isslon or Forty Hours it necds s good testingmout. The desire should be submitted
to the judgment of a prudent priest, under whose direction the subject will proceed
cautiously and wiselys The practical step to tale is tg go ahead when the director
approvess  lLinter a seminery, It's plving God a chancee Tt's the honest way to set
your mind at rests If you do not belongs you will find it out, ang you will always Have
the satisfaction of knowing that you did your hest for Gods  There is a closs preparing
te entor the Novitiate here in June; if you feel the urge to enter, talk to a priest
about it without delay.

PRAYERS: Granger Well's mother has recently undergone & serious operation. A cousin
of lNMarchmont Sohwartsz died yesterdays A relative of Jerry Medden has undergone an
operation for s serious infectlon, Bight speciel intentions, Profe Keoczmarekt!s
mother died Thursday; his father is not expeoted to live, A relative of Wm, Mooney




