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The Novena For a Happy Marriage = Todey,

The Novena, not the marriage, begins today. It is addressed to St. Joseph, the head of
the Holy Family, -which is the model of all family life. Conformity to the will of God
was the secret of happiness in that family, as it must be in every happy family. Make
that virtue the object of your prayer during these nine days. Say the Litany of St.
Joseph end receive Holy Commumion daily, =~ And take it from the wise old Catholic Church:
the possibilities of unhappiness in marriage are too great for you to risk any precaution
for insuring happinesss-

4 Case In Pointe.

The following paragraphs from the letter of an alummus state a situation not at all un=
cormon, He will pardon the open reply since he realizes its common need:

"The girl is not a Catholies Although officially she is s#t Episcopalisn, she actuelly
does not follow or really believe in any religion. She is not at all shallew, but she
does care a lot for the pleasures that make life inbteresting, and she seems to fell that
religion will change all that joy of living in her and make her over entirely., Thinking
that way, she can't see any place for religion in her. life,

"She is pe”feotiV'willlng to listen to any of my atbempts Yo explain things, but in the
few starts I have made I have floundered so badly that I couldntt hﬁlp realizing that I
‘have to seek advice, Can you tell me how to start?"

Your start should be made in church - before the Blessed Sacrament, Faith is a grace;
it comes in answer o praver., Add sacrifice, sclf~denial, to show God how much in
earnest you are., And pray with perseverance, "God can give in one short moment what
He has long denicde"  (The students will also help with their prayers,)

The point next in importance 1s your own attitude towards your religion The example
of a good Catholic has the two=fold ¢ffeet of disarming prejudice against the faith, and
of attracting people towards it, If in your 1life you show that the Catholic religion
increases your Joy of living instead of diminishing ity tho lesson will not be lost.

Third and last in importance 1s whet you say and how you say it. VWhat you say must be
plain Catholic truth, without tomporizing; how you say it is of small moment provided it
elearly procecds from your hearte In othor words, practice what you preach, and it will
be easy to preach what you practicc, |

How should the approach to the subject be made?  From what you say, it scems that the
little graces of social usage will be moticulously obscerved in her daily lifes  Ask her
how many little notes of thanlzs she has ever written to God -~ to God Vho gave her life,
to God Vho preserves her health so that she con enjoy life, to God Vho made it possible
for her to attain culture, fricnds, social amenitics, to Ged Vho gave her talenbs, Ask
her how many visits she moakes to God, her best Fricnd,  Ask her how many chats she has
had with Him.

Aslz hor about her socinl, a8 woll cs hor Individunl dutics to Gode IP irs. Hoover wore
to visit your city, would 1t be sufilleiont to have o fow of the socially oleet enll on

¢ loaTo their cards, ns it were, or would o dinuer or o reecception be in order?  Or
would 1t be best for the bast people to ipnore her cxlstonco?

Does this approach seem trivial?  Perhaps. Bub it 1s sound psychology to male the
approach through & personts intarewbs, nnd you haven!t given us much to work on, You
know hor deepcr intercsts., Study them, ond adaot this plen to thom.



