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The No.vena For a Happy M arriage -  Today#

The No vena, no t th e  m arriage, begins today . I t  i s  addressed  to  S t ,  Joseph, th e  head of 
the  Holy Fam ily, * which is  the  model of a l l  fam ily  l i f e * Conformity to  the w i l l  of God 
was the  s e c re t  of happiness in  th a t  fam ily , as i t  must be in  every  happy fa m ily . Make 
th a t  v ir tu e  the  o b je c t of your prayer during th e se  n ine days, Say the L itan y  of S t ,  
Joseph and re c e iv e  Holy Communion d a i ly ,  — And take  i t  from the w ise old C atho lic  Church: 
the  p o s s ib i l i t i e s  o f  unhappiness in  m arriage a re  too g re a t fo r  you to  r i s k  any p recau tio n  
fo r in su rin g  h a p p in e s s ,■

A Case In P o in t*
i# *  n jp ’i '*  mfci.n

The fo llow ing  paragraphs from the l e t t e r  o f an alumnus s ta te  a s i tu a t io n  no t a t  a l l  un­
common, He w il l  pardon the  open re p ly  since he r e a l i s e s  i t s  common need:

"The g i r l  i s  n o t a C a th o lic , Although o f f i c i a l l y  she i s  ah E p isco p a lian , she a c tu a l ly  
does no t fo llow  or r e a l l y  b e liev e  in  any r e l ig io n .  She i s  n o t a t  a l l  shallow , but she
does core a  l o t  fo r  th e  p leasu re s  th a t  mice l i f e  in te r e s t in g ,  and she seems to  f e l l  th a t
r e lig io n  w i l l  change a l l  t h a t  joy  of l iv in g  in  her and make h e r over e n t i r e ly .  Thinking
th a t  way, she can*t see any p lace  fo r r e l ig io n  in  her- l i f e ,

"She i s  p e r f e c t ly  w il l in g  to  l i s t e n  bo any of my a ttem pts to  ex p la in  th in g s , b u t in  th e  
few s t a r t s  I have made I  have floundered  so b a d ly  th a t  I  oouldn*t help  r e a l iz in g  th a t  I 
have to  seek  advice# Can you t e l l  me how to  s ta r t? "

Your s t a r t  should be made in  church - before th e  B lessed Sacram ent, F a ith  i s  a  g ra c e 5 
i t  comes in  answer to  p ra y e r♦ Add s a c r i f ic e ,  s e l f - d e n ia l ,  to  show God how much In  
ea rn est you a r e .  And pray w ith  perseverance, "God can give in  one short moment what 
He has long d en ied ,"  (The s tuden ts  w i l l  a lso  h e lp  w ith  t h e i r  p ra y e rs ,)

The p o in t nex t in  Im portance Is  your own a t t i tu d e  towards your r e l ig io n .  The example
of a good C atho lic  has the  tw o-fo ld  e f f e c t  o f d isarm ing p re ju d ic e  a g a in s t th e  f a i t h ,  and 
of a t t r a c t in g  people towards i t .  I f  in  your l i f e  you show th a t  th e  C atholic  r e l ig io n  
in c reases  your jo y  o f l iv in g  in s tead  of d im inishing i t ,  the  le sso n  w il l  no t be l o s t .

Third and la s t  in  importance i s  what you say and how you say it#  Vfhat you say must be 
plain  C atholic tru th , without temporizing; how you say i t  i s  of small moment provided i t  
c lea r ly  proceeds from your heart* In other words, p ractice  what you preach, and i t  w i l l  
be easy to  preach what you practice*

How should tho approach to the subject bo mado? From what you say, i t  seems th at the  
l i t t l e  graces o f s o c ia l usage w i l l  be m eticu lously observed in  her daily l i f e #  Ask her 
how many l i t t l o  notes of thanks she has ever w ritten  to God -  to God Who gave her l i f e ,  
to God Uho preserves her health  so th a t she can enjoy l i f e ,  to God YTho mado i t  p ossib le  
for her to  a tta in  cu ltu re , fr ien d s , so c ia l am enities, to  God Ilio gave her ta le n t s .  Ask 
her how many v i s i t s  she makos to God, her best Friend, Ask her how many chats sho has 
had with Him,

Ask her about her s o c ia l ,  w ell as her ind ividual duties to  God* I f  Mrs* Hoover were 
to  v i s i t  your c i ty ,  would i t  bo su ff ic ie n t  to have a few of tho s o c ia lly  o le o t c a l l  on 
her* leave  th e ir  cards, as i t  wore, or would a dinner or a reception  bo in  order? Or
would i t  be best fo r  th e b est pooplo to ignore her existence?

Does th is  approach seem tr iv ia l?  Perhaps* But i t  i s  sound psychology to mako the 
approach through a personas in te r e s ts , and you havon*t givon us much to work on* You 
know her deeper in ter ests*  Gtudy them, and ad&nt th is  plan to  them*


