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S e tt in g  An E d ito r R ight on F a i th .  II*

I t  i s  quite true that science r e s ts  on proofs and that fa ith  does n o t; but that does not 
mean th at proo fs  have no part to  p lay in  fa ith *  A s c ie n t i f ic  hypo the s i s  may r e s t  on a 
"mass of p r o b a b ilit ie s ," but fa ith  cannot*

The mind accep ts  a truth of science because i t  b e liev e s  the  evidence of the  senses; i t
accepts a truth  o f fa ith  because fit; Toe 1 ieve s th a t i t  was revealed  by God, Who can neither
deceive nor be deceived*

However, i n  the  quest of a t r u t h  o f f a i t h ,  the  mind has a fu n c tio n  no le s s  ex a lted  than
fit; has in  sc ien ce; i t  must, in  f a c t ,  go into every f i e l d o f scienoe and far a f ie ld  from 
the natural science s in i t s  quest * I t  i s  the prdinary function  o f  the mind in  search of 
revealed tru th  to examine the "motives of e r e d ib i l i t y ," th at i s ,  the reasons for b e liev in g  
that th i s or that truth  wa s a c tu a lly  reveale d by God * I t  must (3 s ta b lish  by reason th at  
there i s  a God and th at lie can speak to man and that fie lifts; a c tu a l ly 'done so * I t  must 
use every a id  o f the c r i t i c a l  sc iences to e s ta b l i s h  the h i s t o r i c a l  v a lu e , th e  a u th o r i ty ,  
of the  books which purport to  co n ta in  such d iv ine  communications; i t  must weigh the m ira- 
c le s  and pr opheoies adduced to prove such claim s *

Secondly, the mind must examine very ca re fu lly  th is  "revealed truth" to see that there i s
nothing xn x t con tra ry  to  reason , nothxng in  c o n f le c t  w ith  o th e r  t ru th s  —• whether th ese  
be imown by re v e la t io n  or by science* The mind must n e c e s s a r i ly  r e j e c t  what i s  n o t In  
conformity w ith known tru th ; hence, "fa ith  which i s  often h igh ly  i l l o g i c a l" i s  not f a i t h  
bu t s e l f -d e lu s io n ,  a c h ild  o f unrestrained, unreasonable emotion*

In the th ird  p lace , reason must operate upon revealed  truth  to  push i t  to i t s  lo g ic a l  
conclusion, an d the se conelusions are both sp ecu la tive , or th e o r e t ic a l, and p ractica l *
I f  i t  i s  re v e a le d , fo r in stan ce, t h a t  matrimony i s  a sacrament, then questions regarding  
i t s  na tu re  should be se tt led  by a s p i r i t u a l ,  and n o t a temporal a u th o r i ty ;  and the au- 
th o r ity  to s e t t le  such que s t io n s  should be the one <3 stabl i  shed by God *

Reason has, then, fit; appear s , a large f i e ld  o f action  in  the matter o f f a i t h , B9T*faith 
does not r e s t  upon reason. Jig; said above, the mind accents a tru th  o f fa ith  only on the
a u th o r i ty  o f  God VJho re v e a ls  i t *  —- .ju * ,

And there i s  no th ing  unreasonable in  t h is ; on the contrary, nothing i s  more reasonab le  *
I f  we a re  w i l l in g  to  take the  word of our fe llo w —man fo r  something wo have no t i n v e s t i 
gated fo r  our se lv es , is  i t  unreasonable to  accep t God* s word fo r  something which i s  be— 
yond our powers of In vestiga tion , i f  our mind has seen that God has revealed  it?
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Inoro arc m ysteries  in  tne subject-m atter of f a i t h ,  of course; bu t a m ysterv, whilo be- 
yond reason, i s  not contrary to it*  A r e lig io n  without m ysteries, without"truths which 
surpv.so human understanding, cannot s a t is fy  the man who b e liev es  that God knows more than 
ho uoos; and wo have already soon th at the acceptance of such t r u th s  on fa ith  i s  p e r fe c tly
reasonable i f  one i s  sure th a t God has revealed thorn*

I t  i s  easy to seo why non-Gatholics f a i l  to  in v estig a te  the claim s of the Catholic Church 
when they hold such views of fa ith  as th at expressed by the ed ito r  whose statements we 
have quoted* But the Church has never wavered in her d e fin it io n  of fa ith : from 8t* Paul 
to the Vatican Council, her teaching i s  clear-cut*  Faith is  an a c t of the in te lle c t*  a t  
the  command of the  w i l l ,  under the  in f lu en ce  of d iv ine  grace, by which the  mind assen ts  
to rovoalod tru th , not booauso of i t s  in tern a l c r e d ib il ity , but on the testim ony of God 
%'ho royeals i t* (To bo concluded tomorrow#)
PRAYERS: Gus Deuooghe* s mother i s  i l l *  H# G# IicKeo, of Brown son H all, i s  i l l  in  St*
Joseph* a H ospital* Kay Ousiok* s brother i s  i l l *  A deceased fr ien d ; a deceased r e la t iv e
of Ed Uahon# Five spooial intention* *


