Tniversity of Notre Dame Day of Reparation
Religious Bulletin at Adoration

The Life Story of a Sophisticate.

ile haven't many sovhisticates at Hotre Dame (although quite a few of the boys play around
at it a bit) and the ones we have wouldn!t read paragraph 9 of the pamphlet Ferseverance,
or the Bulletin on Sophisticeaticn republished in last vear!s Report, but in the hope trat
they will read a Bulletin placed in “heir hands we tale time out to transeribe a section
of the suicide note of Ralph Barten, carteonist to the intelligentsia. It reads:

"Everyone whe has Imcwn me and w10 hears of it will have a different hypothesis to offer
tn explain why I did it, Practically all these hypothesis will be dramatic and completely
wrong. Any sane doctor lmows snat the reasons for sulcide are psychopathological and the
true sulcide type menufactures nis own difficultiess

"7 have had few real 1ifficultiss. . I have had, on the contrary, an exceptionally glamor-
ous 1life, as life goes, and I have had more than my share of afPfection and appreciatlon.
The most churming, intelligent and important people I have lmown have 1iked we and the

list of my enemies is very flattering to we. I have always nad excellent health, but
since my early childhood 1 have cuffered from & melancholif which in the last 1ive years

has begun to show definite sympToms of menic~depressive insanity.

T4 has prevented me gebting anyrthing 1ilke the fuli value ocut of my talent end for the |
last three wvears has made worlk a torture to do at 51l. It has made it ilmpossible for ne
to enjoy the simple pleasures of 1life tha* seemed to get other people throughi. I have
run from wife to wife, from house to house, and from country to country in a ridiculous
effort to escape from myself. In doing so I am very much afrald that I have brought &
great deal of unhapriness to those who have loved me. In particuler my remcrse is bitter
over my failure to sppreciste my beantiful lost sngel, Carlotta....” (The reference is to
nis third wife, now fugene 0'Heill's second Wife.)

Enough is enoughe. It is slways something of a disappointment to a hero-~wor shipper to
discover that what he thought vas genlus was only insanity. He is the third “genius" in |
a fortnight to reveal his insanity: Theodere Dreliser has exposed nis manic-depressive
tendencies, and Sinelair Lewls the persecuslon mansa of his paranoia, Always there 1s
the exaltation of the ego, manifesting itself in exhibitionism and cynicism; always there
iz the put that 2 gocd snanking might have cured; always there is the stark absence of the

saving senss of huwmor.

further . nut if sny begins Lo see that ne has been goofed into seelzing culture where
here ie only madneseg, let hii rood Kiimerts "To a Young Poet Who hilled Hizeelf," and
+hen soelk his mind in Thomas & Zempis, wic sums up all “he wisdom there is in life.

If any sophisticate has read thus far and still belicves in his oult, let him read no
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One woel resaing before Trinity cunday, when the booln close. Lleven mon arec still out.
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PRATHRG: The Hiph wus tonorrew will bu sPLorcd for iw. Crowe, by requost of Carroll Hall.

The following Sundey it will b affored far the same inbontion, by request of the Monogram
(lube Rewv. adward Lynch, cf Tt Iaryts College, Vinonw, finn,., « sbudent «f unmer Sechocl
lagh yoar, was found doad in sed & fow days agoe  vme Gossclin is st111 very 11l.  An
aunt of Dick Baker died & few doys &0 seven specinl Intentions.
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