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iTotre Dame v s . Y ale.

"Dear Fathers A group of us engaged in  a ra th e r  heated argument th is  evening on the de­
velopment of w i l l  power and the opportun ities afforded for th i s  a t  iTotre Dane and a t  a 
well-known e a s te rn  u n iv e rs ity . ITo d e fin ite  conclusion was reached a f te r  several hours 
of w rangling« The "pros" used the following syllogism:

"Exercise develops.
"The free  w il l  of the Yale student receives more exercise than th a t of the 
ITotre Dame student.

"Therefore: The free  w ill of the Yale student is  more developed than th a t of 
the Metre Dame student."

"This syllogism  in  i t s e l f  probably v io la te s  every ru le  ever w itten  on mental d iscourse, 
but 1 hope i t  conveys the id ea . We would a l l  appreciate your opinion on the sub ject 
i t s e l f  (n o t the syllogism) set i t  would be the most d e fin ite  way of settlin g  a biased 
argument." •

We hate to  be denied the p riv ileg e  of tinkering  with th a t  syllogism , but we have to  r e ­
spect the l im ita t io n s  se t by our correspondent. The kind of w i l l  power fostered  by such 
a system as the syllogism  presen ts is- the kind the Irishman had. Asked a t  E l l i s  Island  
to which p o l i t i c a l  p arty  he belonged, he re p lie d , "I'm  agin the government."

W ill power is  a desirab le  th in g , but the nature  of the w ill  places serious r e s t r ic t io n s  
on i t s  u se . The w i l l ,  you know, is  the f a c u l ty ' of choosing between good and e v il  or be­
tween a g rea te r and a le sse r good, and a g rea te r and a le sse r e v i l .  But the w ill  i s  a 
b lind  fa c u lty . I t  must depend on the in te l l e c t  for a judgment of good and e v il before 
i t  a c ts  i f  i t  i s  to act in  a reasonable manner. "The man convinced against h is  w ill"  
has strong w il l  power, strong enough to hold out against sound reason, but such use of 
w i l l  power can hard ly  be ca lled  a desirab le  th ing.

S h ift the argument to character -  where i t  properly  belongs -.and  you can see the po in t 
more re a d ily . Father H u ll 's  d e fin itio n  of charac ter, "Life dominated by p r in c ip le s ,"
s u its  our purpose very w e ll, A good character is  dominated by good p rin c ip les : the in ­
t e l l e c t  lays them down and the w ill  accepts them. I f  the p rin c ip le s  are sound but the 
w i l l  is  weak in  carrying them out, the character is  good, but weak. A bad character i s  
dominated by bad p rin c ip les : i f  the w ill  i s  strong in  carrying out bad p rin c ip le s , you
have the thoroughly bad man; i f  i t  i s  weak, you have the d isgusting  weakling, who lacks
the courage to  be as bad as he would lik e  to  be.

I t  would seem, then , th a t there  are a t  le a s t  two points to  character development: 1 . The
p resen ta tio n  of co rrec t p rin c ip le s  fo r acceptance by the in te l le c t ;  and 2 , The exercise 
of the w il l  in  th e  acceptance of what i s  good. There i s  a th ird ,  i f  the proper f r u i t  of 
character is  to  be supernatural v irtu e  - i t  is  the grace of God,

The "pros" have fo rgo tten  th a t  the w ill  may be developed by the acceptance of good —
thoy have cen tered  th e ir  a tte n tio n  on the re je c tio n  of e v i l , how does the United S ta tes 
Army t r a in  men to  the v ir tu e s  necessary to  warfare - courage, obedience, p rec is io n , and 
the re s t?  By tu rn in g  them loose to follow th e ir  whims? Remember th is :  you c a n 't  toaoh 
a man to swim w ithou t pu tting  him in  the w ater, but tho sink or swim policy  w ill r e s u l t  
in  many dea ths, Use safeguards In tho beginning, while the p rin c ip le s  taught are 
p rac ticed , slow ly a t  f i r s t ,  and then more f r e e ly . ITotre Dame has s ta ted  o f f ic ia l ly ,
over and over, th a t  hor primary purpose i s  the tra in in g  of C h ris tian  ch a rac te r, Yale
may have the same high purpose; wo do not know,
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