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lotre Damngs. Yale.

"Degr Father: A group of us engaged in a rather heated argument this evening on the de-
velopment of will power and the opportunities afforded for this at ilotre Dame and at =
well=known eastern universitye. 1o definite conclusion was reached after several hours
of wranglinge The "pros" used the following syllogism:

"Exercise develops.
"The free will of the Yale student receives more exercise than that of the
Jotre Dame student. )

‘"rherefore: The firee will of the Yale student is more developed than that of
the letre Dame student.!

"This syllogism in itself probebly violates every rule ever'wittén.on mental discourse,
but I hope it conveys the idea. We would all appreciate your opinion on the subjeet
itself(not the syllogism) as it would be the most definite way of settling a biased
argument." | - o D .

We hate to be denied the privilege of tinkering with that syllogism, but we have to re«
spect the limitations set by our correspondent. The kind of will power fostered by such
s system as the syllogism presents is. the kind the Irishmen had. Asked at Fllis Islend
to which political party he belonged, he replied, "I'm agin the government."

7Will power is & desirable thing, but the neture of the will places serious restrictions
on its use. The will, you kmow, is the faculty of choosing between good and evil or be-
tween o greater and a lesser good, and a greater snd a lesser evil. But the will is a
blind facultye It must depend on the intellect for a judgment of good and evil before
3% mots if it is to act in a reasonsble menmer. "The man convinced ageinst his will"
nas strong will power, strong enough to hold out ageinst sound reason, but such use of
will power can hardly be called a desirable thing. “

Shift the argumemt to character = where it properly belongs ~ and you can see the point
more readilys Father Hull's definition of character, "Life dominated by principles,”
suits owr purpose very well, A good character is dominated by good principles: the in-
tellect lays them down and the will accepts theme If the principles are sound but the
will is weak in carrying them oub, the character is good, but weak. A bad craracter is
dominated by bad principles: if the will is strong in carrying out bad principles, you
have the thoroughly bad men; if it is wesk, you have the disgusting weakling, who lacks
the courage to be asg bad as he would like to be. '

It would seem, then, that there are at least two points to chiaracter development: 1le The
presentation of correct principles for acceptance by the intellect; and 2. The exercise
of the will in the accepbance of what is goods There is a third, if the proper fruit of
sharacter is to be supernatural virtue = it is the grace of God.

The "pros" heve forgotton that the will may be devuloped by the aceeptance of good ==
+thoy have centered their attontion on the rejection of cvile  ilow does the United Stetes
Army train men to the virtuss necessary o warfare - courago, obedience, precision, and
the rest? By tburning them loose to follow their whims?  Remember this: you can't teaoch
o man to swim without pubting him in the water, bub the sink or swim policy will result
in many deaths. Use safoguards in tho beginning, while the principles taught are
rrocticod, slowly at first, and then more freolys.  Hotre Dam¢ has steted officially,
aver and over, that her priucry purpose is the trulning of Christian character. Yale
way have the same high purpose; we do not knows
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. PRAYERS: Four deocesnsed porsons; four 1ll; three speclal intentlonse




