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H mi' The Smart Iking To Do 

A wise alxamus wrote in  his questionnaire:

"I haven’t  taken a drink since graduation. I t  was the sn a rt th ing  to do. To liv e  I 
■must keep my head c le a r , and i t  keeps ne out of tro u b le ."

Would th a t  a l l  of you were th a t  snartt What a s i l ly  th in g  i t  is  th a t Catholic young 
men and women, who have never suffered from the fa lse  philosophies against which the 
descendants of the Pur Ivans are reb e llin g , should be caught in  the w hirl of p ro te s t •

The Catholic Church has always taught the  v irtu e  of temperance, and Catholic countries 
have been, in  general, temperate co u n tries ,

Puritanism  rebe lled  against anything jo y fu l in  l i f e ,  because they regarded re lig io n  as 
the hard, grinding service of an Awful God, l«ho was f i r s t  o f a l l  an inexorable Judge, 
and then -  perhaps -  a Saviour of the e le c t .

_did n e t reb e l against liquo r a t  f i r s t  -  probably because liq u o r didn’t  make then 
p a r tic u la r ly  merry, . i,*hen they  saw th a t  liquor made other people merry -  and when used 
in  moderation made them easier to  get along with -  they cursed liq u o r as an e v il  in  se .

The Catholic Church had long preached t o t a l  abstinence as w ell as temperance« She did 
not, of course, condemn liquor as an e v il  in  i t s e l f  j on the con trary , she always taught 
th a t i t  was one of God’ s crea tu res, and l ik e  a l l  of then, sub ject to  abuse. Where the 
abuses ex is ted , she taugnt th a t complete abstinence, fro -' a v irtuous motive, combined 
two ex ce llen t ends: 1) _rk was a sp_endid penance, which could be offered for one’ s own 
or fo r another’ s s in s ; and 2) I t  gave absolu te p ro tec tio n  to  those whose hered ita ry  
t r a i t s  or environmental conditions pointed to danger,

The C atholic Church appealed to  the w ill ;  fanaticism  appealed to  the law, The Church 
was making splendid headway w ith tne pledge for to ta l  abstinence in  places where mines 
and fa c to r ie s  and sim ila r in d u s tr ia l p ro je c ts  stra ined  men’ s nerves and made alcohol a 
menace to  then; but her campaign for self-conquest was in te rru p te d  when fanaticism  got 
the upper hand, vihen tne law said, "Thou shult n o t ," and said  i t  unreasonably, i t  be— 
came roguish to  say, Just watch me." Another amendment to  the C onstitu tion  had ju s t  
"emancipated" women (whatever th a t means - they seen to have w ild ideas about i t s  mean­
ing themselves) and the  s ilv e r fla sk  became part of the "new woman’ s" equipage.

C atholics have been s i l l y  enough to fellow  the nob of swaggerers instead  of being them­
selves. There was some excuse, 1= s though i t  was, for the  P u ritan s ; when the pendulum 
swings too fa r in  one d irec tio n , b, swings ju s t  as fa r  in the  o th e r . C a th o lic h a d  not 
tn e ir  philosophy of the ru r ita n , Oo tney had nothing in th e ir  own hearts  against which
to re b e l. They followed su it simply because they were smart enough to  do independent 
th in k in g .

Do you want to s ta r t  something very sensible? Suppose two thousand Hotre Dane v-.udonts 
tnok the pledge to absta in  from itecx ico tin g  liquor: what e f fe c t  do you th ink th a t would 
have on the boys and girl..; in  the Catholic grade schools of the country? You read th a t  
splendid l e t te r  the other -lay from y-ung Pat who ’hates g i r l s  and l ik e s  the ilo tre Dame 
s p i r i t . ’ Don’t  you th ink  th a t  lite a o  P at would get a new idea of what toughness moans 
i l  he hoard th a t tw o-th irds of the students a t  L!otrn lume are o f f  liquor? L e t’ s have 

opinion. Le t te r  u or. th is  point arc now in or dor* 
j.̂ aYj'S cV Ft . Connerton, C».J»Cr, asks prayers for h is  fa th e r , who is  not expected to  r a ­
ce v er, P rcf , cCele* s fa th er died yesterday . dornari Gloekncr and Lucian Iiem f ask 
prayers fo r th e i r  fa th e rs  who arc i l l .  Throe special in te n tio n s ,


