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"The Srart Thing To Dol

A wise alurmus wrote in his questionnaire:

"I haven't taken a drink since gradustion. It was the smart thing to dos Toe live I
must keep my head clear, and it keeps me out of trouble."

Yould that all of you were that smartl Vhat a silly thing it is that Catholic yeung
men and women, whe anvs vever suffered from the false philosaphies against whick the

&

descendants cof the Puriitans are rebelling, sheuld be caught in the whirl of proteste

The Cathollc Church has always taught the virtue of temperance, and Cathnlic ceumtries
have been, in general, *terperate countries.

Puritanism rebelled against anything joyful in life, because they regarded religien as
the heard, grinding service of an Awful God, Whe was first of all an inexorable Judge,
and then = perhaps = a Saviour of the elect.

They did nst rebel against liquor st first = probably because liguor dildn't make then
particularly merrye 4 Vhen they saw that liguor made other people nerry - and whken used
in nnderaticn made then easier te get along with - they cursed liquer as an evil in se.

The Catholic Church had long preached total abstinence as well as tenperances She dig
not, of course, conderm liguor as an evil in iiself; on the contrary, she always taught
that it was cre of God!'s creatures, and like all of then, subject to abuses Wkere the
abuses existed, she taught that cerplete abstinence, fron a virtueus metive, comtined
two excellent ends: 1) It was a splendid penamce, which coul?d be offered for one's own
or for another's sins; and 2) It gave absolube protection to those whese hereditary
traits or envirommental conditions pointed to danger,

The Cathelic Church apzealed 4o the will; fanaticisn appealed to the laws The Church
was making splendlid headway with the pledge far totel abstinence in places where nines
and factorles and similar industrial projects strained men's nerves and mede alcehol &
menece to then; but her canpaign for self-conguest was interrupted when fanaticisn gat
the upper hand. Vhen the law said, "Thou shalt not," and said it unreasonablys it bee
came regulsh te say, "Just wateh me.”  Another amendment to the Constitution had just
"emancipated" women (whaiever that means - they seen to have wild idess sbhoubt ite reans
ing themselves) and the silver flack became part of the "new wormnts" e uipage .

Cathollcs have been sllly enough tc follow the riob of swagierers instead of beinz then~
selves, There was some exouse, lae though it was, for the Puritans; when the rendulun
swings teo far in one dirsction, it swings just as far in the other, Catholics had not
thelr phileseghy of the ruritan, se thoy had rothing in their own hearts geainst which
te rebel. Thoy followes sult singly because they were ocrart ericugh to do indevendent
thinking .

ro you wont Lo start socoething very cvensible?  Juppose two theusand lobtre Dame c+udents
taak the pledse to absbein from indezicating 1ijuer: what effect do yeu thinlke that weuld
have on the beys and pirls in the Cathelic pgrais schocls of the sountry?!  Yeu read that;
splendid letter the other day from youny Pab who thates rirls und Likes the Jetre Dame
spLlrit et Lentt you think that 1itile Poat would pet a new idea of whut towghness reans
if he heard that twe~thirds nf the students at Jobre [une ure off Ligquor?  Let's have
yeur opinlmn. g oen this peint are new in order.

PH] Geisaley ashe proyers fer hls father, whe is not cexpected %2 re=

PRAVRS
covers  Prefa lelclels father dled yectordey.  Bornard 3loclkner and Lucien Lempf ask
prayers for their fethers wha are 111,  Throe special intemtlons.




