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"Tolerance R a ll ie s"  An Abuse,

Archbishop McHicholas, of C in c in n a ti ,  has re c e n t ly  l a i d  down ru le s  governing public  
"debates" on r e l i g io n  w ith in  the  l im i t s  of h is  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  Since h is  statem ent covers 
an im portant phase o f the  question  of r e l ig io u s  con troversy , we reproduce fo r  your i n ­
form ation  i t s  most im portant p o in ts .  I t  would be w e ll  fo r  you to  f i l e  t h i s  B u lle t in  fo r  
fu tu re  re fe re n c e .  I f  your fu tu re  l i e s  in  public  l i f e ,  i t  w i l l  be a safe guide fo r  your 
conduct; in  p r iv a te , i t  -."ill help  you to  exp la in  th in g s  to  non-C atho lics . His s t a t e -  
m eat, in  p a r t , rob, 1 / f _o", 7  ̂ o:

"Debates and co n fe ren.ceis, e sp e c ia l ly  those  o f a pub lic  c h a ra c te r ,  in  which C atho lics  and 
non-C atho lics  p a r t i c ip a t e ,  a re  fo rb idden  g en era lly  by P o n t i f ic a l  law. The perm ission  of 
th e  Holy See I s  re q u ire d  fo r  such forums and conferences (Canon 1325). We, as the  
O rdinary of th e  di ocese, a re  au thorized  to  permit th en  only in  cases when, convinced of 
t h e i r  u t i l i t y  or n e c e s s i ty ,  th e re  i s  n o t  time to  have recourse  to  the  Holy See.

"While we are  most anxious to  promote good w i l l  in  th e  community, i t  i s  our duty to  ex­
p re ss  very  em phatica lly  our d isapproval o f r e l ig io u s  debates , forums or seminars which 
expose a mixed audience to  th re e  dangers:

" F i r s t ,  in d i f f e re n t i s m , which i s  l i k e ly  to  send those  p resen t away fe e lin g  t h a t ,  a f t e r  
a l l ,  organized r e l i g io n  i s  no t e s s e n t i a l ,  bu t r a th e r , th a t  r e l ig io n  i s  a p u re ly  personal 
a f f a i r ,  and t h a t  i t  i s  of l i t t l e  or no consequence whether or no t one has any church a f ­
f i l i a t i o n .  A ll  who be liev e  in  a d iv in e ly  organized r e l ig io n  must be on t h e i r  guard 
a g a in s t  f a l l i n g  in to  in d if fe re n t is m .

"Secondly, e c le c t ic is m , which makes each in d iv id u a l f e e l  a t  l i b e r t y  to  c o n s t i tu te  h im self 
the  judge o f  what he s h a l l  or s h a l l  n o t accep t as o f b inding  fo rce  in  the various  forms 
of r e l i g i o n .  A l l  who b e liev e  in  d iv ine  re v e la t io n  must r e a l i z e  the danger of th i s  form 
of e c le c t ic is m .

"T h ird ly , a forum, a pub lic  d is p u ta t io n  or seminar in  which members o f  d i f f e r e n t  r e l ig io n s  
p a r t i c ip a te  i s  l i k e l y  to  make the  audience f e e l  t h a t  i t  i s  a ju ry  passing on the  c o n f l i c t ­
ing claim s of r e l i g io n ,  a s  p resen ted  by the  various speakers . Such forums, d isp u ta t io n s  
and sem inars, i f  th e y  admit c le v e r ,  f a c i l e  and even s incere  opponents of r e l ig io n ,  can 
on ly  be d e tr im en ta l to  the audience, There should be no to le r a t io n  of speakers who r i d i ­
cu le  and sco ff  a t  r e l i g io n .  Those who seek popular applause by undermining r e l ig io n  or 
by sneering  a t  th e  rev"- led  m ysteries o f  e te r n i ty  and of f a i t h  which no human mind can 
comprehend, should be g iv -r  no pub lic  opportun ity  to  c a r ry  on th e i r  work. A ssuring, even, 
th a t  men w ith  s in ce re  n o t i /e s  are s t r iv in g  to  undermine b e l i e f  in  the su p e rn a tu ra l, th e re  
can be no j u s t i f i c a t i o n  fo r  a id ing  them in  th e i r  d e s tru c t iv e  propaganda.

"Granted th a t  th e  r e l ig io u s  forum and seminar movement i s  i n i t i a t e d  by men of d i f f e r e n t  
f a i t h s ,  men whose c h a ra c te rs  are  o>cvc reproach and whose motives are the h ig h e s t ,  y e t 
i s  i t  no t in e v i ta b le  th a t  fundament-1 d if fe re n c e s  must be t r e a t e d ,  w ith a consequent lo s s  
r a th e r  than  gain  of good w il l?  Th ro i s  a lso  the over-pro  sen t danger th a t  these  pub lic  
d iscu ss io n s  w i l l  f a l l  in to  the humus of those  who w i l l  commercialize them, or so conduct 
them a s  to  render thorn most de trim en ta l to  the  superna tu ra l l i f e , "

The Archbishop th en  la y s  down the co n d itio n s  under which such d isp u ta tio n s  may be con­
ducted in  the  archd iocese  o f  C in c in n a ti .  B r ie f ly , th ese  a rc : 1 , Catholic speakers must 
have a whole evening to  them sclvos; 2. Only the Archbishop nay name or ap'trove the  speak­
e r s ,  and th ese  must bo w ell vorsed in  t h e i r  re l ig io n ;  and 3. A goodwill banquet ray  con­
clude the s e r ie s  of d iscu ss io n s , provided the  ta lk s  a t  the  banquet do not take on the 
c h a ra c te r  of a forum.


