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"Tolerance Rallies".An.Abuse,

Archbishop Mellicholas, of Cincinnati, has recently laid down rules governing public
"debates" on religion within the linits of his jurisdiction. Since his statement covers
an important phase of the question of religious controversy, we reproduce for your ins
formation its most important points. It would be well for you to file this Bullietin for
future reference. If your future lies in public life, it will be a safe guide for your
conduct; in private, it will halp you to explain things +o aon=Catholics. His state=
nent, in mert, rewar e 007 o

"Debates and conferences, especially those of a public character, in which Catholics and
non~Catholics particivate, aré forbidden generally by Pontifical law. The permission of
the Holy See 1s required for such forums and conferences (Canon 1325). We, as the
Ordinery of tk» dioscese, ars authorized to permit them only in cases when, convinced of
Their utility cr necessity, there is not time to have recourse to the Holy See,

"While we are most enxious to promote good will in the commumity, it is our duty %o ex-
press very emphatically our disapproval of religious debates, forums or seminars which
expose a mixed audience to three dangers: .

"First, indifferentism, which is likely to send those present away feeling that, after
all, organized religion is not essential, but rather, that religion is a purely personal
affair, and that 1t is of lititle or no consequence whether or not one has any church af=-
filiation, All who believe in a divinely organized religion must be on their gusrd
against falling into indifferemtism.

"Secondly, eclecticism, which makes each individual feel at liberty +to constitute himself
the judge of what he shall or shall not accept as of binding force in the verious forms
of religions All who believe in divine revelation must realize the danger of this form
of eclecticlsn,

"Thirdly, a forum, e public disputation or seminer in which merbers of different religions
perticipate is likely to meke the audience feel that it is a jury passing on the conflict-
ing claims of religion, as presented by the various speakers. Such forums, diszutations
and seminars, if they admit clever, facile and even sincere opponents of religion, can
only be detrimental to the sudience. There should be no toleration of speakers who ridi-
cule and scoff at religion. Those who seek popular applatce by undermining religion or
by sneering at the reve lod mysteries of eternity and of fuith which no human mind can
compreéhend, should be il * no ublic opportunity to cariv on their work. Assuring, even,
that men with sincerc motises are striving to undermine belief in the supermatural, there
can be no justilication Tor aiding them in their destructive propaganda.

"Granted that the religious forum and seminar movewment is initiated by wen of different
faiths, men whose charactors are above reproach and whose motives are the highest, yet

is it not inevitable thet fundamentsl differcnces nust be treated, with a consequant loss
rather than gain of good will?  Thwre 1s elso the over~present danger that these public
discussions will Lall intes the hands of those who will comercializoe then, or so conduct
theim as to render thom moost detrimomtal 4o the supernatural life,"

The Archbishop then lays down the conditions under which such disputations may be con=
ducted in the archdiocesc of Cincinneti. Briefly, these arc: 1. Catholic speakers uust
have o whole evening to themselvos; 2. Only the Arehbishop ney name or aporove the speak-
ors, and these rust be well vorsed in their religlons and 3. A goodwill banquet ey cons-
clude the series of discussions, provideod the talks at the banquet do not trke on the
charscter of a forum,



