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A P hysician  Speaks His Mind On B ir th  C o n tro l.

From The Ave Maria o f February 6 we take the fo llow ing  im portan t comment:

The e d ito r  of th e  London C atholic  Times rece iv ed  a severe shock re c e n tly  when in  
perusing  a Sunday newspaper which had always te e n  a v e h ic le  of paganism and f a l s e ­
hood, he happened upon an a r t i c l e  dealing  w ith  th e  causes of unhappiness among 
m arried  women, and the reasons why so many wives seek the  d ivorce  c o u r ts . I t  seems 
th a t  t h i s  newspaper had sent i t s  re p re s e n ta tiv e  to  a r a th e r  prom inent physician  in  
London to  o b ta in  h is  views on th e  d ec lin in g  b i r th  r a t e ,  and th e  d o c to r’ s s ta tem en ts 
were so s t a r t l i n g  and s e n sa tio n a l, to  the  mind o f th e  e d i to r ,  t h a t  space was given 
to  them in  s p i te  o f the  fa c t  t h a t  they  were no t in  l in e  w ith  th e  genera l p o licy  of

This doctor i s  o f the opin ion  th a t  more m arriages are  being broken up today because 
o f  nerve-racked  wives th an  fo r  any o ther s ing le  re a s o n . The n e rve-rack ing  i s  n o t 
due to  tn e  s tu p id i ty  and ignorance of m in is te rs  o f r e l ig io n ,  he a ssu res  u s , bu t to  
th e  empty c ra d le s  so d ram a tica lly  evidenced by th e  R eg is te r-G e n e ra l’ s f ig u r e s .  
C h ild le ssn e ss , thw arted  m aternal in s t in c t s ,  and th e  shelv ing  o f m aternal d u tie s  by 
m others, he. say s , are producing a h o s t of nervous w recks, n e u ra s th e n ic s , and ment­
a lly -unbalanced  women who a re  no t s u ita b le  companions fo r any kind of normal man.

I t  might be w e ll fo r  m arried  couples to  ponder over t h i s  p h y s ic ia n ’ s w ords; and , 
th o se  who b e lie v e  th a t  th ey  are  making m arried l i f e  easy  and" even p le a sa n t by p rac ­
t i c in g  b i r th  c o n tro l may fin d  to  th e i r  sorrow th a t  th ey  a re  w recking th e i r  m a tri­
m onial ca ree rs  by  th e i r  f a i lu r e  to  bear th e  o rd in a ry  n a tu ra l  burdens of th e  mar­
r ie d  s ta te  th a t  a re  connected w ith  the  p ro c re a tio n  and th e  r e a r in g  of c h ild re n .

I t  i s  w ell fo r  humanity th a t  the  r a d ic a ls  are d isco v e rin g  fo r  them selves what C atho lic  
phy sic ian s  have been  try in g  a l l  along to  t e l l  them -  t h a t  n a tu re  ta k e s  a t o l l  fo r th e  
v io la t io n  of her law s. * P hysic ians in  th i s  country  have been tro u b le d  over th e  fact^  • 
th a t  the  p ro p o rtio n  of nervous d isea se s  among women has in c rea sed  alm ost th re e - fo ld  in  
a g e n e ra tio n . I f  th ey  w il l  in v e s tig a te  fu r th e r  th e y  w i l l  f in d  what t h i s  E ng lish  
physic ian  has found among m arried women, and they  w i l l  make th e  fu r th e r  d iscovery  th a t  
unmarried women are  su ffe rin g  as w ell as  a r e s u l t  of th e  ou traged  modesty which modern 
so -c a lle d  cou rtsh ip  sa n c tio n s . Unmarried men should remember t h a t  th e i r  own in d is ­
c re tio n s  in  co u rtsh ip  lay  th e  foundation  fo r th e  shipw reck of t h e i r  l a t e r  m arriage ,
The Church c a l ls  m arriage ’'Holy Matrimony,"

A Snake S to ry .

A freshm an sends us a c lip p in g  ( i t  w i l l  be posted  a t  th e  8 or in  rack  fo r the  b e n e fit  o f 
the cu rio u s) which g iv es  what p u rp o rts  to  be an a u th e n tic  s to ry  o f  th e  sn ak e -in fe sted  
grave of one Chester B edell, North Benton, Ohio, a t h e i s t ,  who d ied  in  1908, a f te r  having 
on v arious occasions challenged God by saying, “I f  th e re  i s  a God my grave w i l l  be in ­
fe s te d  w ith  cnalces," The account g ives th e  s to r ie s  o f numerous w itn esses  who s ta te  
th a t  th i s  p a r t ic u la r  grave (and no o th e r in  th e  cem etery) i s  always in fe s te d  w ith  snakess 
the  sexton is  sa id  to  "have k i l l e d  as many as tw enty o f them in  a s in g le  day. — The 
s tuden t who sends in  the  c lip p in g  aoks fo r  an opin ion  on th e  m a tte r , Here i t  i s :  God 
may v i s i t  v is ib le  judgments on p a r t ic u la r  cases o f blasphem y, bu t He seldom does} He 
re se rv es  most of His judgments fo r  th e  o th e r w orld .

 ’(John 3ergan i s  s t i l l  very  low . Dr. W ilson underwent an o p e ra tio n  fo r appendi­
citis y e s te rd a y , H arry K ilbu rger’ r, mother d ied  suddenly l a s t  n ig h t;  Chas. Rohr, '3 0 , 
l o s t  h is  f a th e r  l a s t  n ig h t,  F r . Hudson, C .S .C ., e d i to r  o f th e  Ave Maria fo r more 
than f i f t y  y ea rs , was ano in ted  y e s te rd a y . R e la tiv e s  o f Bob S u lliv a n  and Frank Hooh- 
r a l t e r  a re  se r io u s ly  i l l .  Two deceased f r ie n d s .  E ig h t s p e c ia l In te n tio n s*


