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Chesterton on Lunatics.

"I once saw in an exhibition what was called an Ideal Home; also called the House of
the Future; and I naturally concluded that it was a madhouse. Everything sbout it
seemed to be designred, not only by lunatics, but for lunatics, The chairs resembled
large steel memtraps; in which it was necespary to catch a men, because he was & madmer .

"The tables and all such things were made of plass, so that you could see what the
lunatic was doing with his left leg; if his nervous disorganization should be such that
his right leg does not know what his left leg doeths Everywhere there seemed to be,
not furniture, but the skeletons of furniture; and all the movements in such & plac:
tovk on the nature of a dance of death.

"This reminded me of the fact, on which I think I recently remarked in one of these
notes, that certain regular and recognized types of lunetics might well be chosen as
the leaders of meny regular and recognized schools of modern thought,

"The ordinary madman who wants to tear off his clothes would naturally become the
leader of the Nudists and The Simple Life, The ordinary madman, who says he is mad.
of glass, would preside among the professors who sre telling us that they can transmute
all matter and turn it Into something as transperent as a mathematical formuls.  The
lunatic who says he is God would obviously be worshiped by the Positivists who boast
that they can worship Humanity, The man who confidently assures us that he is the
Emperor of China would put himself nt the head of the highly modern movement for
Monarehy snd Dictatorship. -

"Now, lest I should profit by too supercilious an assumption of sanity, it is only fair
to confess that I myself have a favorite lum.tics I do not say thet I exactly look

to him as my leader, but I certainly look on him as having gone further along a real
path of progress than I should care to gos In other words, I regard his lunacy as
really oonteining a truth, where all the others are commonly self-flattering forms of
falsehoods, |

"For somebody told me 2 man in a madhouse had been found hitting himself on the head
with & hammer; and when asked for his resson or motive, he replied, 'I do it because
it's so nice when I leave off,! | ,

"Now that lunstic in the asylum was a much more sensible men than some millions who

are outside. This is not only because I think that, of the twoe somewhat contorted
postures, there 1s less psychological peril in hitting yourself on the head than in
paiting yourself on the backs It is also because he did understand a perfectly pr. oti-
cal plece of psychology called Contrast. Fortunately, in fect, the man with the hi. wr
wag e hard-headed monj nor wos he ol one among hard-headed men.

"I bave heard that Indian hunters, & highly practicnl class, sometimes carry a log «
little way on a journey, for the sake of the sense of lightness and liberty when the-
toss it away. I have heard of a Southerner who made o huge fire in hot weather, so
that when he went out into the normel air it gave him o shock of coolness. However
this may be, there is on undeveloped hope und hygiene to be found in contrast, if it
were really studied,

"At this moment it is entirely neplocteds lverybody thinks he can oram all pleasures
on top of each other, with no contrast at nll.

"And the man who hit his head with & hommer wis more recsoncble then the man who g£06 8
on pouring gin into o hole in his heud; on the theory thut hocuuse two drinks make him
heppy, two hundred will make him happior," == Uxchangs,




