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“Dear Joe: Nothing i s  harder to take than the cross God is  o ffering  you now, but there 
is  th is  always to be remembered about our crosses: God prepares us fo r them, and does 
not su ffe r  us to be tempted beyond our capacity . The fa c t th a t you have recourse a t  
once to prayer shows th a t your tra in in g  has been absorbed; and the th in g  you must
learn  to do in  prayer i s  to say w ith a l l  your h ea rt, 1 Thy w ill  be done. 1

“Owen F rancis Dudley has ju s t  published a new book, 1 Pageant of L ife ' (Longmans).
That lesson  i s  brought out b e a u tifu lly  in  the book (as i t  was to some ex ten t in  * 
Shadow on the E arth*) .  I t  i s  o ften  only when we can lea rn  to mean th a t p e t i t io n  of
the Our Father th a t  we can get the answer to our p ray e r. The answer may not always
be the one we have picked out in  our fo o lish  wisdom; i t  i s  always the one th a t  Divine 
Wisdom knows i s  b e s t fo r us - and i f  i t  i s  b i t te rn e s s , He makes the b i t t e r  very sweet, 
and we would no t want i t  o therw ise .

“The enclosed B u lle tin s  have some lessons fo r you. A l e t t e r  came in  ju s t  a f te r  the 
pub lica tion  of the one e n ti t le d , 1fray e r i s  Good V/ith Pasting and Alms.' The problem 
i t  presented was a re a l tragedy; cu riously  enough, the answer was found in  the very 
next verse of the book of Tobias ( the verse following the l a s t  one quoted in  the 
B u lle tin ) . I t  reads: 'And because thou w ast acceptable to God, i t  was necessary 
th a t tem ptation should prove th e e , 1 (Tobias, 12:13) Because'.

"B rie fly , 'the boy 's  sto ry  was th is :  He had been a freshman here la s t  year, and the de­
pression  had prevented h is  re tu rn . He had since June trav e led  11,000 m iles in  a 
f u t i le  quest fo r work. J u s t  now he w.-.s liv in g  on the ch a rity  of an ag n o stic . His 
g re a te s t pain was caused by the fa c t th  t  he could do nothing to help h is  poor mother. 
He had always been a good boy, leading a s tra ig h t l i f e ,  and p rac tic in g  d a ily  Communion 
a t  school l a s t  year; now he was beginning to  wonder whether i t  pays to be good.

"A l e t t e r  in  rep ly  d irec ted  him to th i s  prodigious lesson in  the book o f Tobias. He 
waited th ree  weeks to answer, because he wanted to  be sure o f h is fe e lin g s . He had 
received the Sacraments in  the meantime, and w ith the help of th a t sacramental grace 
he had begun to see, fo r the f i r s t  time in  h is  l i f e ,  why i t  was th a t C h ris t, Who had 
done no e v i l ,  took upon Himself the s in s  o f a l l  mankind and suffered the penalty  for 
them. C hrist san c tif ied  suffering '. He made i t  the most glorious expression of love 
possible*. Love th a t  i s  not t r ie d  may be only a wonderful, f ic k le  emotion; love th a t 
has no t suffered  may not be love a t  a l l .

"He began to see what C hrist meant when Ho to ld  tho Apostles a t  the L ast Supper: ' I  am 
the tru e  v ine, and My Father i s  tho husbandman. Every branch in  Ho, th a t  bcareth not 
f r u i t ,  He w ill take away: and every one th a t  beare th  f r u i t ,  He w ill purge i t ,  th a t i t  
may bring  fo rth  more f r u i t . '  (S t. John, 15:1,2) I t  is  God's business, not ours, to 
say in  what way our ea rth ly  a ffec tio n s  may bo b es t purged.

“There i s  nothing wrong in  praying, as you are, th a t  the plans you la id  so ca refu lly , 
and so p ray e rfu lly , bo not f ru s tra te d  by th is  tragedy which you are fac in g . God le t s  
us have*these needs th a t wo may pray the more. But resignation  and perseverance, the 
hardest lessons fo r us to loarn  in  p ray er, must be p a rt of every p e t i t io n .

"Tho boys have bv.cn requested to pray fo r your in ten tio n s , and you may be sure th a t 
they w ill  not lo t  you down, ( I t  may comfort you to know th a t 22?> o f the requests for 
prayers th a t  havo appeared in  the B u llc tin th is  year have boon from alumni; l ik e  you, 
th e ir  f i r s t  thought i s  of Notre Dome when a f f l ic t io n  comes.) God may hear those 
supplications andgrant you tho miraolo you want; i f  He knows th a t i t  is  fo r the best 
th a t th ings tu rn  out otherw ise, you vay bo sure th a t  IIo w ill grant you tho grace to 
boar your c re ss ,"


