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He Stepped Out,

"T vant my son to step out this vear,”
J

That ended the interview. The pastor had called to aslk the boy's mother why her son
was not returning to the Catholic High School, "I don't think we can quite afford it
this year," was her reply. The pastor assured her that the tuition charge would be
waived in order to keep this 18-year=-0ld boy in a Catholic schocl. Then she gave the
real reason: "I want my son to step out this year."

That was last September. Last week the mother reaped the harvest of her folly. Her
son and snother boy, with two girls, all pupils in the public high scho~l which she had
chosen for its social advantages, rented a room in a disreputable rooming house, pre-
paring to stage a "party'. Five minubtes after they had entered the room a shot rang
oute The girl who was shot died fifteen minutes after reaching the hospital, although
she was conscious enough to recognize the priest who took the call.

The grand jury has been asked to handle the case, as the survivors tell conflicting

stories. Fesling ran high in the city for a few days, and there were calls for inves-
tigatlon on conditions in the high schoeol, That they need to investigate is the hearts
of mothers who want their sons to "step out'.

Under the heading, "Goofy Parents”, the Bulletin had this to say'oniay‘lg, 1926:

"Yes, I understand all that, but my boy is different." “hen the educator hears these
words from the lips of & "goofy" mother, he stops his search for the causes of the
son' s mental or moral brealrdown, whatever the case mey be,., 1o one knows better than
the experienced educater or the priest that all boys are "different,” cnd no one knows
better that fundamentolly they are all the same. But when he hears a doting mamma de-
clare that her son's high=strung nature has exempted him from the universal law of obe-
dience, he understondSevess

The Fourth Coroiandment is becoming obsolete because silly narents do not enforece it.
“fhen the family rosary was universal in Cetholic homes, children lmew the duties of
obedience, respect, deference to their elders, honor, and dsceney., “.ith the Americon-
ization of the immigrant, simple failth, our only truly preciocus heritege from our Euro=
pean ancestors, has been badly strained., American~plan children have o harder time
gsaving their seuls than did their hoand-me-down grondparents.

The following classes of parents nay bxpect to be disgraced by their children:

l. Those who know more than opriest or pope;

2. Thosc who try to "keep up with the Joneses';

5« Those who lie for their ehildren;

4, Those who can't stop making money long cnough to nake o hone;
5. Those he cantt say “ilo" to tholr children;

6, Those who rcfuse to believe thet their children ars human.

Feast of the Purifieation Tomorrow.

This feast of the Blessod Virgin (Candlewas Day) recalls the Presentation of Our Lord
in the Temple, The cwmmuniﬁy iiegs in the chureh will bo precedoed by the blessing of
candles, Attend this l.ass if you are free from class at 8:15; othorwise go to your
hall chapels But pray tomorrow for the gift of purity.

BLESSIIG OF THROATS FRIDAY: Basement ohapol, T:30 aum.; Dillon Hell (for offw-oampus
students), 12:130-1:00 p.res Chureh, aftor 7:30 p.m. Benediotion.  The reotors will
announce the time of blossings in thoe hell chapols.
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