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Ihy Dony t  People Go To Church?

We learn  from the New York Times th at the "Congregational and Christian M inister1 s 
Federation of the M etropolitan Area o f  New York" held  a seminar recen tly  to discuss  
"How to Cat People to Attend Church*" We summarize a few s ig n ifica n t paragraphs:

Rev* Edwin Bradford Robinson, pastor o f Grace Congregational Church, Holyoke, Mass*, 
stated: "There i s  nothing th at sets  worse with the layman than the length o f  the sum­
mer vacation m in isters take." He quoted a layman* s remark concerning h is  pastor* s 
vacation , as fo llow s: "That lazy  lo b ster  was o f f  tw o-and-a-half months for h is  annual 
vacation , and then the f i r s t  Sunday he was home he preached a sermon a l l  about the 
b eau ties o f nature he had enjoyed, throwing i t  in  my face when I stayed at home and 
worked for the u p l i f t  o f the city*"

Rev. S. Parkes Cadman (whose d a ily  column i s  fam iliar  to m illio n s  o f readers) stated  
th at the b est preaching never gets reported - th a t when m in isters stick  to preaching 
the Gospel they never get in  the newspapers* He c ited  as an instance the preaching 
o f Dr* Robbins, o f  the General Episcopal Theological Seminary, saying that although 
Dr. Robbins i s  one o f the b est preachers in  Hew York, h is  sermons are seldom reported. 
"His sermons have a deep sp ir itu a l note,"  he sa id , "and there i s  no news in  that."

Dr. Robinson was in  agreement with t h is  observation o f  Dr* Cacbnan, and sta ted  that in  
the th irty-on e years o f h is  present pastorate he had seen s ix ty  "w orld-killers" come 
and go. Perhaps as an instance o f " w o rld -k illin g ," Dr, J . Stanley Durkee, pastor o f  
Plymouth Church, Brooklyn, said that recen tly  ho had seen a young pastor advertised  
to preach on the sub ject, "If I Were the D evil, what in  H ell Would I Be Doing?"

E arlier in  the d iscu ssion  Dr. Cadman made a plea for more r itu a l, saying: "It has 
taken me th ir ty  years to educate my people to a proper appreciation of the sp ir itu a l  
values o f  the Holy Eucharist, and today i t  i s  the most supreme act o f C hristian worship,

*

There must be a candidate for tho red hate, usque ad genua, somewhere in  that report,
1 . The Congregational Church (founded 1583) and the C hristian Church (1813) are now 
"federated;" 2* Dr. Cadman i s  one o f the most pub licized  m inisters in  the United States  
-  does he advocate preaching the Gospel and going "unreported" or turning to sensation­
alism  and making the newspapers? 3* The Congregational Church, i f  we remember our 
h is to r y , was in  i t s  or ig in  an expression of a d esire  for four bare w alls in  a mooting 
house; now i t s  loaders plead for r i t u a l ,  4* I f  there are more than fo r ty  thousand 
Protestant churches in  th is  country without pastors (as we are assured by re lia b le  
s t a t i s t i c s ,  some o f the figu res coming from the Federation of Churches and others from 
the U, S. Census), i t  would seem more reasonable to worry about the all-year-round  
vac ation  o f tho m ini ster s than tho tw o-and-a-half months pe rio  d o f the summer season *

So mo year s ago Dr* Cadman wro to the fo  llcw ing 1 ine s in  tho Wc is torn Chri s t i an Advo cate:
" The Church o f Romo take s care of i t  is priorities s * Wo throw thorn away to  the wind s 
and where arc wo? For <3xample, in  New York today there are a m illion  so -ca l led Prot- 
(3s ta n ts* They are not oven decent pagans. They go nowhoro to church and make no 
contribution  "bo any part o f  the church* They aomo to Now York from every part o f
th i s country, and i f  they had church le t t e r s  they are never preseated* On Sundays 
the sons o f  c l  a s s loader s and deacons and o l dcr s arc among tho automobil e r id crs, and 
i f  they ovor cnmo out at a l l  you have to dig them out from under a p ile  o f  f i l t h y  
Sunday newspapers. Tlhon they coma to  church they walk in  as though they wore bestow­
ing a compliment on Almighty God by being there* he cannot have a church that way 
even though you r a ise  ton m illion  tim es ten m illion* There has got to bo a now church 
oonsciouanoas*"
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PRAYERS: Tom G ately ( in fe c t io n ) 5 Joe DrouoKor's nothar ( i l l ) }  5 specia l in ten tio n s .


