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Yy Don't People Go To Church?

We learn from the New York Times that the "Congregational and Christien Minister's
Federation of the Metropolitan Area of New York" held a seminar recently to discuss
"How to Get People to Attend Church," ¥e swmmarize a few significant paragraphs:

Rev, Edwin Bradford Robinson, pastor of Grace Congregational Church, Holyoke, Mass.,
stated: "There is nothing that sets worse with the layman then the length of the sum-
mer vecation ministers take." He quoted & layman's remark concerning his pastor's
vacation, as follows: "That lazy lobster was off two-and=a<half months for his annual
vacation, and then the first Sunday he was home he preached o sermon all about the
beauties of nature he had enjoyed, throwing it in my face when I stayed at home and
worked for the uplift of the city."

Rev. Se Parkes Cadman (whose daily colwan is familier to millions of readers) stated
that the best preaching never gets reported = that when ministers stick to preaching
the Gospel they never get in the newspapers, He cited as an instance the preaching
of Dr, Robbins, of the General Episcopal Theological Scminary, saying that although
Dr, Robbins is one of the best preachors in New York, his sermons are seldom reported.
"His sermons have a deep spiritusl note,” he said, "end there is no ncws in that,"

Dr. Robinson was in agreement with this observation of Dr. Cadman, and stated that in
the thirtyeone years of his present pastorate he had seen sixty "world-killers" come
and go. Perhaps as an instance of "world-killing," Dr. J., Stanley Durkee, pastor of
Plymouth Chureh, Brooklyn, snid that recently he had seen a young pastor advertised
to preach on the subject, "If I Were the Devil, vhot in Hell Would I Be Doing?"

Earlicr in the discussion Dr. Cadman madc & plea for more ritual, saying: "It has

taken me thirty years to cducate my people to o proper appreciation of the spiritual

volues of the Holy Eucharist, ond teday it is the most suprome act of Christian worshig.
- %

There must be a condidate for the red hatﬁ#,“ﬁ%l?ﬁg@ﬁggnua, somewhore in thot report.
1. The Congregaticnal Chureh (founded 1583) and

the Christian Church (1813) are now
"federated;" 2, Dr. Cadman is one of the most publieized ministers in the United States
-~ does he advocate preaching the Gospel ond going "unreported" or turning to sensation~
alism and moking the newspapers? 3. The Congregaticnal Church, if we romember cur
histery, was in its origin an expression of a desire for four bare walls in a meeting
house; now its leaders plend for ritual. 4. If there are more than forty thousand
Protestont churches in this country without pastors {as we are assurcd by relisble
statistics, some of the figures coming from the Federation of Churches and others from
the U. S Census), it would scem more roasonoble to worry about the all=-year~-round
vacabtion of the ministers than the two=ond=a=half months period of the summer seasof.

Somc years ago Dr,. Cadmon wrote the follewing lines in tho Westorn Chrisiian Advocate:
"The Church of Rome tokes care of its prioritics. We throw them owny tn the winds
and where are we?  For example, in New York todoy thore are o million so-called Prot-
cstants, They are not even decent paguns. They go nowhere tn church and make no
contribution to any part of the churclis  They come to New York from every part of
this country, ond if they had church letters thoy are nover presented. On Sundays
the sons of class leaders ond deascons and clders arc among the automobile riders, and
if they ever come out at all you have to dig thom eut frowm wnder o pilo of filthy
Sunday newspoapcers. Vhen they como to church thoy walk in as though they wore besgtow-
ing o onmpliment on Almighty God by being thores Ve connot have n church that way
even though you raige ton million tines ten willi~n,  There has got to bo a new shurcl
conseiousnoss.”

PRAYERS: Tom Gntely (infection); Joe Drouchor's mothor (ill); 6 spocial intentions.



