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A few weeks ago p ra y e rs  were re q u e s te d  fo r  th e  success o f  a r e t r e a t  th e n  under p re p a ra ­
t io n *  That th e  p ra y e rs  w ere answered i s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  e v id e n t  from th e  fo llo w in g  l e t ­
t e r ,  w r i t t e n  by th e  r e t r e a t  m aster a t  th e  Loyola House of R e t r e a t s ,  l lo r r is to w n , N#J«:

"Rev* and d ea r  F a th e rs  You w i l l  p a rd o n , I  on s u re ,  a s t r a n g e r  w r i t in g  to  a d v ise  you o f 
th e  unusual su c c e ss  of th e  r e t r e a t ,  j u s t  concluded a t  Loyola, o f  th e  N o tre  Dane Club 
o f  Now York*

11 The group was o u ts ta n d in g  fo r  i t s  s e r io u sn e s s  and f e r v o r ,  during  th o se  few choice 
days o f g race  * These men a re  t r u e  champions o f  C h r is t  and C a th o l i c i ty  * lo y a l  to  
God * to  th em se lv es  and to  Notre Dame*

"On th e  l a s t  day o f  the  r e t r e a t  th e  so lo y a l  sons o f  N otre Dame o f f e r e d  t h i r  Holy h a s s ,  
Holy Communion, Rosary and S ta t io n s  o f  th e  Cross f o r  th e  p h y s ic a l  and tem pora l w e lfa re  
o f  Very Rev, F a th e r  O’ D o n n e l l ,

"It w&s a genuine pleasure to meet and know these men,

■ "Alfred B. O a tes , S*J*"

Such a l e t t e r  means more t o  your A im  H ater th an  a thousand AAA r a t in g s  i n  Dun o r  Brad- 
s t r e e t ,  more th a n  a do2 on alumni i n  th e  U»S, S e n a te , Notre Dame w ants you to  succeed , 
p ray s  f o r  your su c c e ss , u rg e s  you t o  p ro p er am b itio n , b u t  h e r  f i r s t  con cern  i s  f o r  
your s p i r i t u a l  w e lfa re  • I f  she knows th a t  you a rc  lo y a l  to  God and th e  C a th o lic  
Church, she le a v e s  the r e s t  to  God* She doesn’ t  want you to have th e  incubus o f any 
tem poral p r o s p e r i t y  t h a t  would in ju r e  your s o u l •

Your turn i  s coming + What sort o f 1 otter is "/rill wo have about you? That w il 1 depend
p r e t t y  l a r g e ly  on th e  use you have made o f  the  grace o f  God as  i t  i s  o f f e r e d  to  you a t  
Notre Dame, The C alendar fo r  t h i s  your reminded you t h a t  i t  i s  th e  p a r t  o f  wisdom to 
l a y  up t r e a s u r e s  i n  heaven, where banks don’ t  f a i l*  E i th e r  you to o k  t h a t  to  h e a r t  o r  
you d id n ’ t .  I f  you have re c e iv e d  Holy Communion d a i ly ,  o r  p r a c t i c a l l y  d a i ly ,  t h i s  
year, you have not only acquired a fino be sic account flan hoavon, but you hr ve also made 
an e x c e l le n t  p r e p a r a t io n  f o r  a good C a th o lic  l i f e *  I f  you have r e j e c t e d  a l l  your op- 
portunitios, or most of them, koop on praying for sense, and soo what you can make o f  
the summer * ( Tho Catho 11 o Church, you :cnow» i  s not confined to Notro Dome»)

in  mind St. Pe tor * s advi co on go  ̂d oxampl o: "Raving your conversation go od among 
the" gontilo s % that whereas they speak against you as evil-doors, they may, by the 
good works which they bohold in you, g lorify  God in the day of v is ita t io n * * * *, For 
so i t  i s  the w ill  of God, that by doing wol1 you may put to silonce the ignoranoe o f  
foo lish  men*" — 1 St* Peter, 2:12, IS*

And now go home and blowl You nay have boon small potatoes a t Metro Dane, but you 
w ill bo a big shot in tho home town. For nine long months you have sung tho_praises 
of your native v illage  and knocked Hotre Dame, The noxt three months w ill  witness 
tho reverse proeoss. You w ill find the native hoath provincial, backward, uncouth. 
You w ill  t e l l  thorn how muoh better wo do things at Notro Dane. But just remember 
th is: ACTIONS SPEAK LOUDER THAN -iOEDS, I f  your conduct th is  summer is  such as people 
have a right to expect of Our Lady's men, come back in  Soptonb„r and w o l „; i f  i t  
f a l ls  to measure up to a reasonable standard <* w ell, ju st keep going, God bless you!


