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Professor P h illip s  on the Movies,

The Chicago newspapers have d ire c te d  our a t te n t io n  to  an address made Monday b e fo re  
the convention of the National Council of Catholic Men by prof* P h il l ip s ,  of our
E nglish  Department* From th e  Tribune we quote the  following paragraphs;

f,From th e  inside we must be in s is te n t  and continuous in  our e ffo r ts  to  get a t th e  pro- 
duoers, and make ourselves known at the headquarters 6f Gen* Johnson of th e NRA* To 
get permanent r e su lt  s , however, the (3 athol ic  public and Individual mua 4b be eduo at eel * 
There are four e sse n tia ls  of & good movie. These are 1* beauty o f conception; 2 , 
sound dramatic construct! on; 3, good act in g; <1, good photography*

tfA good p ic tu re  p re sen ts  a p h ilo so p h ica l in terp retation  of l i f e  and shows the  moral 
unity of the univ or is e . I t  must b e of the l iv e ,  v i t a l  s tu ff  of l i f e  * We do not de- 
mand re l ig io u s  p lay s , bu t we do condemn th o se  p re se n ta tio n s  which d iscount m o ra lity  
completely by im p lica tio n  or inference* The sinner doesn't re p e n t .  There i s  a 
convenient b r id a l  v e i l  and p len ty  of easy money, 11

*
The Herald Examiner give# the fo llcw in g  suinmary:

The movie problem,** $$can be solved in  two ways; from the  inside^ by g e tt in g  a t the  
producers and d i r e c to r s ;  and from th e  o u ts id e , by box o f f ic e  action*  By th a t  I mean 
not only by absta in ing  from bad p lays, but by supporting good ones*

11 The concentrated  e f f o r t s  of the Church, th e  p a re n ts ,  as w ell as women's c lubs and 
other organ! a a t! ons, in  the d irect ion of the right typo of p lay, wl 11 in  t in e  a f fe c t
the  masses so th a t  they  w i l l  in v o lu n ta r i ly  seek decent p lays and p i c tu r e s *"

*

'-'e are gl&d to see th is  treatment of the prob 1 em and to observe th at the newspapers 
h ave given prominmo e to the sugge s t i  on s o ff  ered by Pr of es s or Phi 1.1 ips * The* N. 0 . (3 ,M * 
i s  in  & p o sitio n  to  exercise  (in enormous in fluence in correcting th e  fa ls e  p o s itio n  
in to  whi ch movin g p ictur e pro duo er s have v# rked theme e lves * and wo hope th  at they wi 11
not h e s i ta te  to  r e g is te r  vigorous and continuous p ro te s ts  ag a in s t indecen t f i lm s , and
to  promote in d iv id u a l a c tio n  to  support good productions*

Our experience of la s t  year at Hot re bane should encourage the N,d*C.M, 1,]hen a p ictu r  
prosanting & travosty on C ath olic ity  was announce 1 for a lo ca l th oatre , the student ft 
ware asked by the B u lle tin  to  look th e other way when the show oame to  town, ani to  los  
in t^r, >st in  a theatre th at woul^ thus in su lt  the ir  r '; l i  gi on * There was an 85 1 comp 11## 
ai ic e w ith th is  r easonable re quoct, Through a l 1 the h a iIs pet it io n s  were thf n c ir cu -  
luted sbating to  the producers that the signers were in terectod  only In clean  p ic tu res  
and in  clean advert! sing fo r p ic tu res . The mo vex- nt spr ead to  other sohoo Is and other

1 % ah i  on s , w it h remarkable re su lt  s * South Ben d shoi/ house n have shown a much b e t­
tor under si handing of our problem s i no e t  hat tim e,

Th«) sf;crt;t  of pub 11c oontro 1 of such r ltm tlo n s  i s  no lid arity  * Thoro i s  no roason why 
hh ' r ons of clean, hoalthy-mindod par nt-s should tc lvra to  unclean amunemonts; thoi-e i s  
no r«,a r.on why thoy should not miiko ii, a point of ;.onor to  o s o  them w ith al I the  
fo ie  , \,hat so lid a r ity  can give* ihf-iri* is  no r < v d i y  vdio come to  c u lt iv a te  
4'h"'ir minds under the shadow of Our Lady on +-h« Scw> should -,v.r allow  thr.‘ins«lvo3 to  
bw j..'? su ited  by so -ca lled  "hox-offloo-oppoul" movi',% t.£ Ontholiee as a whole w i l l  
p r o fit  by th is  lesson  from our cxpcricnc*, th e  moving p icture "problum" w i l l  soon d is ­
appear* C at!olios co n stitu te  between th ir ty  and forty  per o-mt of the urban popu­
la tio n  of tho United States* Producers cannot keep in  business without th e ir  support« 
# * * * # * # * # * # »  * * # # # # # * « # # # # * #  « # * # * * * # # # *

PRAYERSt 111 -  the mother o f B il l  Murphy, C arroll Hall* a friend  of John B ritton ,


