
U n iv e rs ity  of Hot r e  Dame 
R eligious B u lle t in  
November 10, 1935*

Two 8peci&1 Masses Tomorrow*

6:30 -  Maes in  the church fo r  th e  team* (Go to  confession tonight*)
(3:00 "* Requiem Mass in  the  church fo r  the repose of tbe soul of Paul McGannon, *08, 
who di ed dur ing the sunmer, The 9; 00 Mass Sunday ?Jil 1 be fo r the is ame intention* 
Alumni* pie as e note * Th ose Mas ses are re  quo sted  by a non-Catholic frien d  of P&u 1 * as *

A Cord of Wood i s  not a Tree*

A recen t movement among Episcopalians towards "Church unity" has been reported  in  the 
newspapers * A meeting of th e  house of bishops a t  Davenport * Iowa, which began Nov* 
7, included in  i t s  agenda c e r ta in  propo s&ls of Bishop i'fi 1 s on* of Eau Ola i r e , fo r the  
link ing  of "Ep iscop&lians and Scandinavian P ro tes t an"" s on the one hand and Amerl can 
adherents of centr&l European n a tio n a l groups on th? other *"

Pour items are proposed fo r  adoption by the adheren ts  of th e  plan of u n ity : "the 
prim ary source of d o c tr in e  is  the B ib le ; the  A p o s tle sT and Hioene Creeds comprise a 
s tiff ic le n t statement of the Chri sti&n f a i t h ; the primary S3acraments are Baptism and 
the  Lord’s Supper; th e re  should be a lo c a lly  adapted h i s t o r i c a l  ep iscopate*u

Who are  th e  p rospects  of th is  un ited  church? "The P o lish  N ational Church, the Old 
C atho lic  Church, fa group of 69 congregations of South European C h r i s t i a n s , f a group 
of Ulcranian churches, s e v e ra l  groups of A rabic-speaking Jac o b ite s , and two Lutheran 
groups*" (The Menophysites, th e  P risc illia n s*  the  S& hellianists, the  Pelagians and 
8cmi-Pclaglans, and the M onothelites are not sp e c if ic a lly  mentioned, but otherwise 
th e  l i s t  looks l ik e  th e  index of a h is to ry  of heresy and schism*)

One o b s tac le  to  unity  i s  noted , " th e  s t i f f n e s s  of Canon Law in  re sp ec t to  the  use of 
the Book of Common P ray e r ,"  Bishop Wilson sees a m y,how ever, to  perm it th ese  o ther 
bodies to  follow  th e ir  own tr a d i t io n a l  usages and forms of worship; he fe e ls  th a t 
sinoe the house of bishops has been unable to  e rad ica te  the  use of tho Roman Missal
by p a r t i c u la r  E piscopalians, they may to le r a te  le s s e r  abuses of the  Canon Law.

*

W ell, iu*s th e ir  problem, no t ours, and w  ̂ are content to  lo t  thorn w restle  w ith i t*  
For the inform ation of our own students of A pologetics, however, we wish to  point out 
th a t no m atter how many loppod-off ^ranches you p i le  up, they w ill not moke a vine* 
The figu re  is  Our Lord’s* He sa id :

"I am the tru e  vino and My Father is  the husbandman*

"Every branch in  Me th a t  bearoth  not f r u i t ,  Ho w ill  trk c  away; and every one th a t 
bearoth f r u i t ,  ho w ill purge i t ,  th a t  i t  may bring  fo rth  more fruit****

"Abide in  Me, and I in  you* As th e  branch cannot b*/af f r u i t  of i t s e l f , unless i t  
abide in  th e  vino* n e ith e r con you* imless you abide in  Tic

"I on *} vino; you tho branches: ho th a t abidoth in  Me, and I in  him, tho same 
be&rfi,h much f r u i t :  fo r w ithout Mo you can do nothing*

" I f  any mo abide not in  Mo* hr "h a ll be cast fo r th  a a a branch, and sh a ll  w ither, and
jiiTifi'imwini r u r \imi n lainn'—  W ■ ‘■y t * H  * *they shall gather him up* and cast him into tho firw, and ho burnoth* -  Ct* John* xv.

"Hbi P r tru s , ib i  occlosla*" I t  if s h i l l  t r m*  U ntil t h y  g 't  8t* P eter in to  t h e i r  
church, th e i r  work has only thu value of a human o rr 'n iz& tio n . A cord of wood w il l  
never make a tree*
%A%&>: beceasod, the fa th e r  of Archibald Dnyborry, 0*8*0*; a frien d  k il le d  in  high
school foo tball*  111* A lbert Schwartz’s cousin (sp in a l m eningitis)*


