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P ity  the Poor S o p h is t ic a te s ,

The r e tu rn  from th e  Christmas holidays always debouches a f r e s h  crop of s o p h is t ic a te s .  
The poor boys have been out in  the  world# Ripped from the  c lo i s t e r in g  arms of Notre 
Da me, they have been thrown upon th e  m ercies of so c ie ty  as i t  e x is ts  today# A b i t  of 
glamour a t t r a c t s  them, b lin d s  them, -  and, perhaps, scorches them* They,come back to  
us bew ildered* ',* “Some in  r a g s , Some in  t a g s ,  And some in  v e lv e t  gowns,11

That have they found? Something worth while? Tfhat have they brought back? Some 
ideas? Some crushed id eals?  Some p ity  for  the deluded monks whose ideas are 220 old* 
f&shione cl? Some b i th em es a for having ta sted  of dregs ? A ll o f  th ese  * Perhaps more,

Take r e s p e c t  fo r  womanhood, f o r  instance*. TJhat have they found? They have found
th a t  the world has no more re sp e c t  fo r  women than  i t  has fo r  a doormat. The idea  of 
a woman as a source of s p i r i t u a l  in s p i r a t io n ,  as a helpmate to  s a lv a t io n ,  does not
en te r  in to  th e  w orld’s c a lc u la t io n s*  A g i r l  i s  a pastim e, a p a r t i c u la r ly  f r iv i lo u s
pastime* hike a doormat, when one i s  worn out th e re  i s  always another to  be had,

How fa r  w i l l  t h a t  n o tio n  take you in to a happy m arriage, a l i f e  union? W ill your 
p re se n t a t t i tu d e  towards women carry  you through th e  hardsh ips of m arriage, on down 
to  th e  golden wedding? I f  your p resen t a t t i t u d e  i s  one o f  commending a l l  good women 
to  God, of seeking th e  companionship of only those  who can ho ld  your re sp e c t ,  of a s ­
s o c ia t in g  only w ith those  who resp ec t them selves, and of asking Our Lady d a ily  to  f in d  
you a g i r l  who w i l l  save your sou l, then  you are w e ll  off* But i f  you have cheapened, 
so ld  out a l l  t h a t  i s  holy  in  t h i s  re la t io n sh ip *  don’t  whine when your m arriage proves 
a f a i lu re *

Take another in s tan ce  -  l iq u o r  * One of the w orld’ s most popu lar in s u l t s  to  your in ­
te l l ig e n c e  i s  i t s  dictum t h a t  you c a n ’t  have a good time w ithou t l iq u o r  * Perhaps 
you c an ’t*  But i f  you c a n ’t  your in te l l ig e n c e  w i l l  never s e t  th e  world on f i r e .
Liquor makes fo o ls  out of some people -  no t many* But i t  shows up th e  fo o l in  many, 
many people* The g i f t  of f o l ly  i s  as abundant as th e  g if t  of wisdom i s  ra re*

I f  you want to  see the  f r u i t s  of th e  m ixture of l iq u o r  and in te l l ig e n c e ,  v i s i t  th e  
f lo p  house d i s t r i c t  of South C lark S t r e e t ,  Chicago* There a re  men th e re  panhandling 
dimes who were once b r i l l i a n t  p ro fe s s io n a l  men -  so b r i l l i a n t  th a t  they  cou ldn’t  have * 
a good time w ithout liquor*  They are  e rs tw h ile  .so p h is tica tes*

Take a th i r d  in s tan ce  -  r e l ig io n *  The C atholic  begins the Mew Year w ith  Mass ( I t ’ s a 
holyday of o b lig a tio n , of course) and Holy Communion* He begs God to  b le ss  every day 
of th e  Mew Year on which he i s  en te rin g , and thanks Him fo r  p ro te c t in g  him from danger 
during  th e  year j u s t  p a s t .  The s o p h is t ic a te  i s  no t in  co n d itio n  to  rece iv e  Holy Com* 
muni on -  perhaps not even 1 0  hear Mass * ’ fhat sort of bios sing  is  lie invoking on the
Mew Year*

31 f in a l  Inst&nce -  happinoss * The worId pl&oes ills in  comfort, in  luxury, in  b i­
zarre ent ertainmont, in  pleasure a of sons 0 * C omfort and happino s s * true happiness * 
are such strangers thnt they s 0 1 dom liv e  togethf-r long ir  th e  ramc nan* Bizarre 
entertainment, luxury, sense p leasures, lead to nuuruothonia, but never to  happiness* 
The poor soph is  t i c  at e who at twenty has had them a 11 i s  qu ite l ik e  ly  to  b low out h is  
few brains to  end h is  borodom*

Dai ly  G ommuni on i  a the our e for s ophi s t  ioation* I t  pi ants the so cda of wi mdom* 
%AY&b8 % Ac'ccased * the father of Rev, Henry Bolger ,0 , G * 1 * (now at Oal ifo rn ia  Tech * ) f 
the motho r of Rev # Franoi 8 M&b er * C * G * Cl * 111 ** the father of Ned Quinn and Jerry
Keaorvy, ’33. Thre e  s p e c ia l  in tention  s i two thanksgivings*

* for #r + Bolger * * father, Bor in  chap 01, (3 *26 Wednesday * for IP's?* Maher’s moth or, 
6*28, Brownaon chapel* Wednesday*


