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A Sweet Example o f Junker ism*

Toryism has menaced the  peace of the ERA from time t o  tim e w ith  i t s  p leas  f o r  en­
trenched cap ita lism *  I t  i s  too mild a name, however, to  cover th e  case which follow s 
* an e d i t o r i a l  published  re c e n t ly  in  the  In d ia n ap o lis  Star:

"Child Labor Buncombe «n
* iii[i« W lWHm a m ' WiHin u m f t *  t i m m t m m m m r n t m m n m  i v m . m  w ,; m  \ . i * m  u iM iw # . ' #  i

"The United States i s  & unit in  seeking iso prevent the exp loitation  of children fin
in d u s try , I t  should be equally  in s i s t e n t  t h a t  s e l f i s h  in te r e s t s  do not use a lleged  
c h i ld  lab o r as a smoke screen  t o  deceive th e  p u b lic .  That is  th e  type of campaign 
waged in  the  in t e r e s t  of the harm ful, m isleading  and unnecessary c h i ld  labo r amend­
ment to  th e  co n s titu tio n *  The p rogress  o f t h i s  proposed c o n s t i tu t io n a l  change has 
been p o s s ib le  only because th e  pub lic  has f a i l e d  to  look behind i t s  t i t l e  to  d iscover 
the  t r u e  scope of the measure. Conditions accompanying the  dep ress ion  a ls o  have 
served th *  s e l f i s h  in te r e s t s  of the amendment1 s backers *

"The t r u t h  of t h i s  s i tu a t io n  i s  demonstrated by a rev iew  of th e  proposed amendment1 s 
wandering about the  country during the  l a s t  decade* From 1924 t o  1932, a period of 
e ig h t y e a r s ,  s ix  s ta te s  r a t i f i e d  the change. That c e r ta in ly  r e f le c te d  no n a tio n ­
wide concern over th e  a lleg ed  p l ig h t  of c h ild re n  made v ic tim s of greedy in d u s t r i a l ­
is t s *  The American p u b lic ,  on the  c o n tra ry , knew co n d itio n s  had Improved so m a te r i­
a l ly  t h a t  th e  amendment was not ju s t i f i e d *  I t  should have exp ired  au tom atica lly  i f  
not r a t i f i e d  w ith in  a d e f in i t e  term  of years*  C are less  or sp in e le s s  congressmen, 
however, s e t  no l im it  fo r  r a t i f i c a t io n *

"The depress ion  came and a ffo rded  opportun ity  fo r  propaganda t h a t  c h ild  labo r was de­
p riv ing  a d u lts  of jobs* P ressu re  was brought to  bear on l e g is l a tu r e s ,  and th i r t e e n  
were c a jo le d  in to  vo ting  r a t i f i c a t i o n  during  th e  l a s t  year* Even th e  s lim  p re tense  
t h a t  one or two s ta te s  might f a l l  t o  preven t th e  e x p lo i ta t io n  o f c h ild re n  has been 
n u llif ie d  by prov isions of th e  ERA codes which bar such types o f employment, Spon­
sors of the  amendment say t h a t  i t  would re le a s e  200,000 c h ild re n  t o  the schools and 
provide t h a t  many jobs f o r  adu lts*  I t  would confer unnecessary powers on Congress 
to  in t e r f e r e  w ith the  p re ro g a tiv es  of s t a t e s ,  inc lud ing  the p o s s ib i l i t y  of meddling 
in  even th e  normal rou tine  of farm l i f e .  The public should f a m il ia r iz e  i t s e l f  w ith 
t h i s  amendment and tak e  s tep s  to  prevent such unwise t in k e r in g  w ith  the constitu tion**1

*
The B u l le t in  has pointed  out more than  once th a t  the dep ress ion  followed an unusual 
p revalence  of "the four s in s  th a t  c ry  to  heaven„for vengeance": 1* W ilfu l murder; 2* 
U nnatural l u s t s j  3* Defrauding lab o re rs  of t h e i r  wages; 4* Oppression of the  poor, 
widows and orphans *

Time and again publicity has been given to  the unnatural exploit&tion of children in  
the  c o tto n  m ills  of the South, where t o t s  labored  fo r  a few cen ts  a long day; s im ila r  
conditions existed in  other parts of the country* though not on so large a sca le, The 
effect of t;l: (3 ERA in  doing away with chi Id labor in the c otton te x t i  le  industry wa s 
hai led by decent pe epic everywhere as suff ic  lent j u s t if  ic  a ti on for that Act * It i s  
a I) lo t oh on our roo ord that we should have to  await the ut H it  ari&n argument of pro­
viding j ob a f  oi* adults to be mov ed t  o ra tify  the chi Id 1 abor amendment: to have that 
w  mdment now referred to sis "ha rmful, mis loading* and unneo e s s&ry" make s one wonder
whether ther e is  hope for our o iv i l i&ation*

In Germany the " Junker" is  t  he di e-hard impor i  a l 1st who wi 11 l i  sib on to  no argument *
P;rhaps the s t if le d  lives of children would move the Junker# i f  so* wo apologize for  
describing as "Junkerism" th is  attack on the natural righ ts of 200,000 children*
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